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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. By resolution 50/81 of 14 Decenber 1995, the General Assenbly adopted the
World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, annexed
thereto, as an integral part of that resol ution.

2. I n paragraph 123 of the Programme of Action, the General Assenbly invited
current regional and interregional conferences of mnisters responsible for
youth affairs in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin Anerica and the Caribbean and
Western Asia to intensify cooperation anong each other and to consider neeting
regularly at the international |evel under the aegis of the United Nations to
provide an effective forumfor a focused gl obal dial ogue on youth-rel ated

i ssues.

3. I n paragraph 124 of the Programme of Action, the General Assenbly invited
yout h-rel at ed bodi es and organi zations of the United Nations systemto cooperate
with the above-nmentioned conferences.

4. I n paragraph 118 of the Programme of Action, the General Assenbly called on
regional intergovernnental neetings of ministers responsible for youth, in
cooperation with the concerned United Nations regi onal conmm ssions, regiona

i nt ergovernnental organi zations and regi onal non-governnmental youth

organi zations, to make particular contributions to the formnul ation,

i mpl ement ati on, coordination and eval uation of action at the regional |evel

i ncl udi ng periodic nonitoring of regional youth progranmes.

5. The report of the Secretary-General on the inplenmentation of the Wrld
Programe of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond (A/ 52/ 60-E 1997/ 6)
cont ai ned recomendati ons on action to be taken to inplenent the gl oba
reconmendati ons of the Programme of Action; a report was to be submtted to the
General Assenbly through the Commi ssion for Social Devel opment on progress

achi eved and obst acl es encount er ed.

6. The Conm ssion for Social Developrment, at its thirty-fifth session, adopted
resolution 35/2 on productive enpl oynent and sustainable |ivelihoods, which
contai ned a set of agreed conclusions on productive and sustainable |ivelihoods.
The Conm ssion decided to transmt the agreed conclusions to the Econom ¢ and
Social Council as a contribution to the high-level segment of its substantive
session of 1997. In section VIII of the agreed conclusions, the Conm ssion
reconmended intensifying efforts to integrate young people in the world of work
by providing themw th opportunities to acquire sufficient basic education and
adequat e vocational qualifications and by focusing training and work experience

on their specific needs. It indicated that particular efforts were necessary to
hel p young peopl e, especially school |eavers who had virtually no
qualifications, by offering themeither enploynent or training. In that regard,

t he Conm ssion warmy wel comed the offer of the Governnent of Portugal to host
in August 1998 a Wrld Conference of Mnisters Responsible for Youth, in
cooperation with the United Nations, which would deal, inter alia, with the

i ssue of youth enmploynent. The Conmi ssion called on all Menber States, the
programes and agencies of the United Nations system youth non-governnenta
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organi zati ons and i ntergovernmental organizations to support the Wrld
Conference of Mnisters Responsible for Youth.
7. The Conmi ssion, also at its thirty-fifth session, recommended a draft

resolution (draft resolution IV) for adoption by the Econom c and Soci a
Council,! by which the Council would wel cone the offer of the Governnent of
Portugal to host a Wrld Conference of Mnisters Responsible for Youth in
cooperation with the United Nations.

8. By paragraph 2 of the draft resolution, the Council would call upon all
States, all United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies, the regiona

conmi ssions and the intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations
concerned, in particular youth organizations, to nake all possible efforts for
the inplenentation of the Wrld Progranme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000
and Beyond, in accordance with their experience, situation and priorities.

9. By paragraph 6 of the draft resolution, the Council would note with
appreci ation that the Governnment of Portugal had agreed to support the
participation of mnisters responsible for youth in the | east devel oped
countries as identified by the General Assenbly.

10. By paragraph 8 of the draft resolution, the Council would reconmend that
the report of the Conference be submtted to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-fourth session through the Conmm ssion for Social Devel opnent at its
thirty-seventh session.

11. The Commission, at its thirty-fifth session, also approved the follow ng
statenment nade by the Chairman

"It is the understanding of the Commi ssion that the cooperation of the
United Nations with the Governnent of Portugal in holding the Wrld
Conference of Mnisters Responsible for Youth and any preparatory neetings
woul d not suggest United Nations sponsorship of the Conference, or result
in any financial inplications. Any assistance provided by the United
Nations for the holding of the Wrld Conference and any preparatory
neetings will be subject to reinbursenent by the Government of Portugal, as
rel evant.

"It is also understood that United Nations cooperation in the
Conference and in any preparatory neetings would be in accordance with the
policies of the United Nations relating to neetings and conferences held
under its auspices, as established by relevant United Nations resol utions
and decisions. The nature and scope of United Nations cooperation with the
Governnent of Portugal will be the subject of an agreenment to be concl uded
between them at the earliest possible date and progress thereon will be
reported to the Econom ¢ and Social Council at its substantive session of
1997."2

12. The present progress report has been prepared pursuant to the above-
ment i oned request.
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. PLANNING M SSION: 12-14 May 1997
13. In order to consult with the Government of Portugal on this matter, a

United Nations planning mssion was invited, by that Government at no cost to
the United Nations, for a three-day neeting with representatives of the
Governnment at Lisbon, from12 to 14 May to discuss an agreenent. These

di scussions were the first in-depth comunications on this matter between the
United Nations and the Government of Portugal, and led to the prelimnary
under st andi ng set out bel ow.

1. PRELI M NARY UNDERSTANDI NG BETWEEN THE UNI TED NATI ONS
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF PORTUGAL

14. The mandates for the Wrld Conference of Mnisters Responsible for Youth,
to be held in cooperation with the United Nations, were recognized as Cenera
Assenbly resolution 50/81 on the Wirld Programme of Action for Youth to the Year
2000 and Beyond (annex, paras. 123 and 124 and with reference to para. 118) and
draft resolution |V (see paras. 7-10 above) recommended by the Conm ssion for
Soci al Developrnent at its thirty-fifth session for adoption by the Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council .

15. The Conference is to be held in Lisbon, Portugal, from8 to 12 August 1998.

16. The purposes and objectives of the Conference are derived fromthe above
nmandat es of the General Assenbly and the Econom c and Social Council concerning
the need for the Conference to provide an effective forumfor a focused gl oba

di al ogue on youth-rel ated i ssues and a specific neans to review, appraise and
further promote the inplenentation of the Wirld Progranmme of Action for Youth to
the Year 2000 and Beyond. The expected outcone of the Conference is a Lisbon
Decl aration on Youth Policies and Programmes by mnisters responsible for youth
to further pronote the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond t hrough nore focused and specific intersectoral nmeasures at the regional
nati onal and | ocal /municipal |evels.

17. The United Nations and the Governnent of Portugal agreed on the follow ng
pre-conference preparations, at no cost to the United Nations:

(a) Informal consultations on the substantive outcone of the Conference
(draft Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and Progranmes) anbng States Menbers
of the United Nations at the substantive session of 1997 of the Econom c and
Soci al Council and at the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly pursuant
to their respective itenms concerning social devel opnment (including youth);

(b) Liaison with the existing pre-conference regional and interregi ona
neetings of mnisters responsible for youth in order to pronote preparatory
di scussions anong the ministers for the Wrld Conference (see annex | bel ow);

(c) Formation of a steering comittee conposed of the representatives of
the regi onal intergovernmental organizations that convene neetings of mnisters
responsi bl e for youth (see annex | below) and at |east two representatives of
mnistries responsible for youth in each of the five United Nations regions to

l...
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coordi nate the substantive preparations for the Wrld Conference (see annex |
bel ow) .

18. The United Nations and the Governnent of Portugal agreed also on the
conveni ng of inter-agency neetings on youth and youth non-governnenta
organi zation (NGO consultations to prepare their respective substantive
contributions to the Wrld Conference (see annex || bel ow).

19. The United Nations and the Governnent of Portugal agreed on the follow ng
categories of participation in the Wrld Conference, at no cost to the United
Nations, and estimated approxi mately 700 participants from

(a) One hundred and eighty-five States Menbers of the United Nations;

(b) Eight non-nenber States recognized by the General Assenbly and/or
by the United Nations regional conmissions (the latter as associ ate nmenbers):
Cook I|slands, Holy See, Kiribati, Nauru, N ue, Switzerland, Tonga and Tuval u;

(c) An observer organization having received a standing invitation from
the General Assenbly to participate in its sessions and in the work of al
conferences convened under the auspices of the United Nations;

(d) Oher observers (intergovernnmental organizations, non-governnenta
organi zations accredited by the United Nations, and organi zati ons and agenci es
of the United Nations systen);

(e) Individual experts and consultants in the field of youth invited, upon
consul tation, by the United Nations and the Governnment of Portugal

(f) Representatives of information nedia accredited by the United Nations
and the Governnent of Portugal with access to all public neetings of the Wrld
Conf er ence.

20. The United Nations and the Government of Portugal have agreed to have
further discussions on the nunber of United Nations staff needed to assist in
the servicing of the Conference. These details will be specifically el aborated
in the Agreenent between the United Nations and the Government of Portugal. The
Director of the United Nations Information Centre in Lisbon will participate in
the nmeetings of the Governnent's Inter-Mnisterial O ganizational Commttee for
the World Conference of Mnisters Responsible for Youth, so as to advise both on
information nmatters and with respect to the determnati on of how t he Depart nent
of Public Information can assist in the preparation, convening and foll ow up of
the Conference at no cost to the United Nations.

21. The CGovernnent of Portugal has, according to rule 32 of the rules of
procedure of the Economic and Social Council, confirmed that it will ensure the
use of three official working |anguages of the Council for the Wrld Conference
of Mnisters Responsible for Youth (English, French and Spanish) and will add
additional official |anguages of the United Nations (Arabic, Chinese and
Russian) if sufficient extrabudgetary resources are nade avail abl e by other
Menber States and earmarked for that purpose.
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22. The CGovernnent of Portugal has confirmed its intention to totally
guarantee, if needed, the participation expenses in the Wrld Conference of the
49 | east devel oped countries identified by the General Assenbly. United Nations
policy in that regard is that at |east one relevant senior CGovernnent officia
(preferably the mnister responsible for youth) fromeach of the 49 | east

devel oped countries be assisted. The host Governnment has agreed to follow that

policy.

23. Concerni ng non-governmental organization activity prior to or at the Wrld
Conference, the Governnent of Portugal has nade a financial allocation to the
Portuguese National Youth Council to host the third session of the Wrld Youth
Forum of the United Nations Systemin Portugal, pursuant to General Assenbly
resol utions 44/59 and 50/81, during the week prior to the Wrld Conference

(3-7 August 1998) in order to bring together representatives of non-governmental
yout h organi zati ons, youth-related organi zati ons and agencies of the United
Nations system and other intergovernnental organizations concerned with youth
to contribute to the inplenentation of the Wirld Progranme of Action for Youth
through the identification and pronotion of joint initiatives to further its
obj ectives so that they better reflect the interests of youth. The Governnent
has reconmmended that representatives of the Wirld Youth Forum present the
results of the Forumto the Wrld Conference at the opening plenary neeting.
The details of the |inkages between these two events will be discussed further
by their respective Planning Commttees. The ideas for other gatherings of
non- governmental organi zations during the Wrld Conference itself

(8-12 August 1998) will be discussed at |ater stages in the planning process by
t he organi zations concerned, in cooperation with the Governnent of Portugal and
the United Nations.

24. The CGovernnent has indicated that it will conpletely guarantee the | ega
status, security matters and public information services for the Wrld
Conference, as well as the necessary details with regard to the prenises,

equi prent, utilities and supplies, local personnel, airport reception for

em nent persons and acconpanyi ng del egations, custons formalities and the |ike.
The United Nations and the Government of Portugal have agreed to have further
di scussions on those matters. The Governnent has al ready made 700 pre- hot el
reservations in three-, four-, and five-star hotels in Lisbon destined for the
participants in the Conference. Mre details will be discussed between
representatives of the United Nations and the Governnent of Portugal in
subsequent planning mssions in 1997 and 1998.

25. The Secretary-General would like to express his gratitude to the CGovernnent

of Portugal for its extraordinary support for the inplenentation of the Wrld
Programe of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond.

Not es

1 Oficial Records of the Economc and Social Council, 1997, Suppl enent
No. 6 (E/1997/26), chap. I, sect. A

2 1bid., chap. Il, para. 53.
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Annex |

CALENDAR OF REG ONAL MEETI NGS OF GOVERNMENT M NI STERS RESPONSI BLE
FOR YOUTH (1997-1998) WHI CH WLL CONTRI BUTE TO THE PREPARATI ONS
FOR THE WORLD CONFERENCE OF M NI STERS RESPONSI BLE FOR YOUTH

16-19 February 1997, Cairo, Egypt

League of Arab States
Arab Council of M nisters Responsible for Youth and Sports

Cont act :

Yout h and Sports Depart nment
League of Arab States (LAS)
37 Avenue Kherredi ne Pacha
Tahrir Square

CAl RO

Egypt

Tel: + 202 1 575 0511

Fax: + 202 1 740 331

April 1997, Bangkok, Thail and

Associ ation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Meeting of Mnisters Responsible for Youth, Bureau Meeting

Cont act :

ASEAN SubCommi ttee on Youth

¢/ o National Youth Bureau

O fice of the Prinme Mnister

Gover nment of Thail and

618 Thanon Kit om Makkasan

Phaya Thai, Bangkok, 10400 Thail and
Tel: + 90 312 417 1124

Fax: + 90 312 425 8192

11-12 August 1997, Nounea, New Cal edoni a

Sout h Pacific Meeting of Mnisters
Responsi bl e for Youth, South Pacific Comm ssion (SPC)

Cont act :

Sout h Paci fic Comm ssion
Yout h Devel opnent Depart nent
BP D 5 Nounea CEDEX

New Cal edoni a

Tel: + 687 26 20 00

Fax: + 687 26 38 18
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Cct ober 1997 (exact date to be advi sed)

Cari bbean Community (CARI COV) Conference of Mnisters
Responsi bl e for Youth

Cont act :

Ms. Heat her Johnson
Deputy Programmre Manager
CARI COM Secr et ari at

Bank of Guyana Buil di ng
P. O Box 10827

Ceor get own

Guyana

Tel: + 592 2 519 51-5
Fax: + 592 2 67816

12- 13 Decenber 1997, Seychell es

I ndi an Ccean Conm ssion Conference of Mnisters
Responsi bl e for Youth

Cont act :

M. Eric Arnephy

Di rect or - Gener al

M nistry of Youth and Sports
Seychel | es

Tel : + 248 225766

Fax: + 248 22 4733

February/ March 1998 (date and venue to be confirned)

QAU African Conference of Mnisters
Responsi bl e for Youth

Cont act :

M. Val entine K. N andayarwo
Acting Director, ESCAS Depart nent
Organi zation of African Unity (QAU)
P. O Box 3243

Addi s Ababa

Et hi opi a

Tel: + 251 151 77 00

Fax: + 251 151 30 36
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27-29 April 1998, Bucharest, Ronmania

Fifth session of the European Meeting of Mnisters
Responsi bl e for Youth, Council of Europe

Cont act :

Eur opean Youth Centre
Counci| of Europe, F-67075
Strasbourg, Cedex, France
Tel: + 33 88 41 2300

Fax: + 33 88 41 2777

13-15 May 1998, Kual a Lunpur, Mal aysia

Third session of the Commpnweal th Meeting of Mnisters
Responsi bl e for Youth, Commonweal th Youth Programe

Cont act :

Commonweal th Secretari at
Mar | bor ough House, Pall Mall
London, SWY 5HX

Uni ted Ki ngdom

Tel: + 44 171 747 6463
Fax: + 44 171 930 1647

June 1998, Bangkok, Thail and

Second session of the Asia-Pacific Meeting of Senior CGovernnent
Oficials Responsible for Youth, ESCAP

Cont act :

Hurmman Resources Section

Soci al Devel opnent Divi si on

Uni ted Nations Econom ¢ and Soci al Commi ssion
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

United Nations Buil ding

Raj dammer n Avenue

Bangkok, Thail and

Tel: + 662 288 1234

Fax: + 662 288 1030
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3-4 August 1998, Lisbon, Portugal

First session of the Conference of M nisters Responsible
for Youth of the Portuguese-Speaki ng Countries

Cont act :

Secretary of State for Youth Affairs

Ofice of the President of the Council of Mnisters
Gover nnent of Portugal

Rua Prof essor CGones Tei xeira

P- 1350 Li sbon, Portugal

Tel: + 351 1 397 7703

Fax: + 351 1 397 8336

5-7 August 1998, Lisbon, Portugal

Ni nt h session of the |bero-Anerican Conference of Mnisters
Responsi bl e for Youth, |bero-Anerican Youth Organization

Cont act :

Organi zaci 6n | bero Americana de Juventud (O J)
Pl aza de Col on, 2

Torre I1-6 B

28046 Madrid

Spai n

Tel: + 341 319 53 04

Fax: + 341 319 90 55

8- 12 August 1998, Lisbon, Portugal

Wirl d Conference of Mnisters Responsible
for Youth, in cooperation with the United Nations

Cont act :

Secretary of State for Youth Affairs

Ofice of the President of the Council of Mnisters
Gover nnent of Portugal

Rua Prof essor CGones Tei xeira

P- 1350 Li sbon, Portugal

Tel: + 351 1 397 7703

Fax: + 351 1 397 8336
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Annex 11
CALENDAR OF | NTERNATI ONAL CONSULTATI ONS AND MEETI NGS TO PREPARE FOR
THE WORLD CONFERENCE OF M NI STERS RESPONSI BLE FOR YOUTH ( TENTATI VE)
21-23 July 1997, Geneva
Subst antive session of 1997 of the Economi c and Soci al Council:
di scussion on agenda item 7 (c) (Social questions), including the
Worl d Conference of Mnisters Responsible for Youth
20- 24 Cctober 1997, New York
Di scussions in the General Assenbly, fifty-second session: Third
Committee itemconcerning the inplenentation of the Wrld Prograne of
Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond

Cct ober/ Novenber 1997, Lisbon, New York or Geneva

First Meeting of the Steering Commttee for the Wirld Conference of
M ni sters Responsible for Youth

I nt er- Agency Meeting on Youth and Youth NGO Consultation to prepare
for the Wrld Conference of Mnisters Responsible for Youth
January/ February 1998, New York, Lisbon or Geneva

Second Meeting of the Steering Conmittee for the World Conference of
M ni sters Responsible for Youth

I nt er- Agency Meeting on Youth and Youth NGO Consultation to
prepare for the Wrld Conference of Mnisters Responsible for
Yout h

May/ June 1998, Lisbon or Geneva

Feasibility of the third meetings of these groups to be deci ded.



