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| DENTI CAL LETTERS DATED 16 JULY 1997 FROM THE CHARGE

D AFFAI RES A. 1. OF THE PERVMANENT M SSI ON OF TURKEY TO

THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

Upon instructions fromny Governnment, | have the honour to transmt
herewith a letter dated 14 July 1997 addressed to Your Excellency by H s
Excellency M. [Ismail Cem Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Tur key.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and

its annex circul ated as a docunment of the Security Council

(Signed) Tuluy TANC
Anbassador

Chargé d' affaires a.i

* Rei ssued for technical reasons.
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Annex

ldentical letters dated 14 July 1997 fromthe Mnister for Foreign
Affairs of Turkey addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral and to the
President of the Security Counci

Wth reference to the letters dated 11 Decenber 1996 and 8 and 21 January,
12 and 25 February, 15 April, 6, 15, 18, 21, 25, 26 and 31 May and 3 and
12 June 1997 signed by the Foreign Mnister, the Deputy Prime Mnister or the
Acting Foreign Mnister of the Republic of Iraq addressed to Your Excellency and
circulated as Security Council docunments S/1996/1033, S/1996/1041, S/1997/ 24,
S/ 1997/ 72, S/1997/129, S/1997/158, S/1997/318, S/ 1997/354, S/ 1997/ 376,
S/ 1997/ 379, S/1997/391, S/1997/393, S/1997/399, S/1997/420, S/1997/436 and
S/ 1997/ 461 respectively, | should like to bring to your attention the foll ow ng:

The principles and objectives of Turkish foreign policy towards Iraq have
been consistent and fully in line with the relevant resolutions of the Security
Council fromthe outset of the Qulf crisis.

This policy is based, first and forenost, on respect for the independence,
sovereignty, political unity and territorial integrity of Irag. In view of the
circunstances prevailing in northern Iraq, Turkey has also tried to contribute,
to the maxi mum extent possible, to peace, stability and security in that area.
Thi s has been essential not only for Turkey's own security interests but also
for the well-being of the inhabitants of northern Irag.

The Governnent of Turkey fails to understand, therefore, the notives which
may have gui ded the Governnent of lIraq to nmake the unfounded all egations
contained in the above-nentioned letters. Turkey not only has made public the
obj ectives and the limted scope and duration of its recent operation in
northern lIraq, but also has informed Iraq in time, through diplomatic channel s,
in order to avoid any m sunderstanding. |Indeed, the units of the Turkish arned
forces which have conducted the operation, with the cooperation of the Kurdistan
Denocratic Party (KDP), have begun withdrawing fromlrag as of 20 June 1997

The situation in northern Iraq has provided the PKK, a terrorist
organi zation, with the opportunity to establish a presence in the area, in
violation of Iraq's territorial integrity, and to conduct fromthere raids into
Turkish territory. These raids have resulted in loss of life and property. The
PKK presence in the area has also constituted a nmajor security threat to the
| ocal popul ati on by underm ning peace and stability. This is acknow edged by
regional groups, the KDP in particular, which suffers the nost from PKK
activities in northern Iraq.

Def endi ng the sanctity of its borders as well as the safety of its people
is apriority for Turkey like any other State, and the Governnent of Turkey is
determned to take all appropriate neasures with a viewto safeguarding its
legitimate security interests and protecting its people against terrorism The
elimnation of terrorists fromnorthern Iraq will also constitute a major
contribution to peace and stability in the region and renove the need for
further operations.
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| should like to take this opportunity to point out that certain countries
support of terrorismand the PKK in particular continues to underm ne regi ona
peace and stability and cannot but be condemmed. | am confident that the
Governnent of Irag as well as other Menbers of the United Nations will take ful
account of this when assessing the causes of tension in the region

Tur key has al ways supported the reintegration of Irag with the
i nternational community through the full inplenentation of the relevant United
Nations resolutions. This continues to be our policy.

While acting in line with the international comunity, abiding by the
United Nations sanctions regime and neticulously fulfilling its responsibilities
emanating fromUnited Nations resolutions on Iraq at great cost, the CGovernnent
of Turkey has supported the inplenentation of Security Council resolution
986 (1995) and will simlarly support resolution 1111 (1997) to alleviate the
sufferings of the people of Iragq. Turkey has taken all measures to ensure that
the flow of humanitarian goods to Iraq was not adversely affected by the recent
mlitary operation. This has been acknow edged by United Nations officials.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter

circul ated as a docunment of the Security Council.

(Signed) [Ismil CEM
M nister for Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Turkey



