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Letter dated 3 July 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

| have the honour to transmit herewith a letter dated 1 July 1997,
addressed to you by H's Excellency M. Gsman Ertug, Representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus (see annex).

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex could
be circulated as a docunent of the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly,
under agenda item 58, and of the Security Council

(Signed) Tuluy TANG
Anbassador
Chargé d' affaires a.i.

97-18790 (E) 080797 /...
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ANNEX
Letter dated 1 July 1997 from M. Gsman Ertugd addressed
to the Secretary-Genera
Upon instructions fromny Government, | have the honour to refer to the

letter dated 23 June 1997 addressed to you by the G eek Cypriot representative
at the United Nations which was circul ated as docunment A/51/931-S/ 1997/ 489

I wish to state that the allegations put forward in the said letter
constitute a gross distortion of the facts pertaining to the matter of G eek
Cypriots living in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. It is not ny
intention, therefore, to enter into polemcs on this matter, particularly on the
eve of the intercomrunal tal ks scheduled to take place in New York from9 to
13 July 1997. | wish to underline, however, that simlar charges have been
anply dealt with and refuted in the letter dated 9 April 1997 addressed to you
by Hi s Excellency M. Taner Etkin, Mnister for Foreign Affairs and Defence of
the Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus (E/ 1997/21, annex, appendi X).

It will be recalled that in his letter Mnister Etkin stressed that the
Turki sh Cypriot authorities do not practise any discrimnatory policy towards
Greek Cypriots living in the Karpas region and that, in fact, unilatera
goodwi | | nmeasures aimed at further inproving the living standards of the G eek
Cypriots residing in the area have been inplenmented over the last few years. It
is noteworthy that the United States State Departnent report entitled "Cyprus:
Hurmani tari an | ssues" of Septenber 1996 describes the living conditions of the
Greek Cypriots living in northern Cyprus in the following ternms: "Wiile living
standards are lower than that in the south, they are on a par with those of
Turki sh Cypriots in the area.”

Unfortunately, the same cannot be said about the living conditions of the
Turki sh Cypriots residing in south Cyprus. The above-nentioned United States
State Department report states that "the approxi mately 360 Turki sh Cypriots who
live in the south face problens in obtaining docunents and conpl ain of
harassnment, surveillance and sonme discrimnation in obtaining jobs". The United
States State Departnent human rights report for Cyprus (1995) contains simlar
findings. The inhuman social, econonmic and racial discrimnation suffered by
Turki sh Cypriots in the south has even been reported by the Geek Cypriot press
notably by the Greek Cypriot daily Alithia of 30 Decenber 1996. The paper
reveal s that the Turkish Cypriot residential areas in the south are "pl agued by
poverty, suffering and unenpl oynent".

In view of the above and particularly the upcom ng talks in New York, the
G eek Cypriot side should desist fromengaging in this canpai gn of
disinformation and the fabrication of artificial issues, so that an atnosphere
conduci ve to the finding of an overall solution to the Cyprus question can be
created.
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| should be grateful if the present letter could be circulated as a

docunent of the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly, under agenda
item 58, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Osman ERTUG
Representative
Tur ki sh Republic of
Nort hern Cyprus



