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Section 26. Public infornation

1. At its 24th nmeeting, on 27 June 1997, the Commi ttee considered section 26
Public information, of the proposed progranme budget for the biennium 1998-1999.

Di scussi on

2. Del egati ons expressed their full support for the activities under the
section and the programre of public information. Those del egati ons stressed the
i nportance of dissemnating information on the activities of the O ganization

t hroughout the world and the strategic role played by the Departnent of Public
Information as information dissenminator in order to enhance the image of the
Organi zation and to pronote an inforned understandi ng of the work of the United
Nat i ons anong the peoples of the world, through the inplenentation of mandated
programe activities.

3. A nunber of del egations expressed their appreciation for the efforts nmade
to streamine and restructure public information programmes, in the light of the
reduction in resources. Many del egations indicated that the reduction in
resources and the reorientation of the activities of the Departnment should not
adversely affect the quality of services provided in the performance of its
nmandat es. They stressed that the nandates of the Departnent should be pursued
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inits reorientation. Oher delegations felt that the inplenentation of the
programe of work could be achieved fromthe overall resources proposed.

4. In connection with the dissem nation of information through electronic

net wor ks and dat abases, many del egati ons expressed appreciation for the

t echnol ogi cal innovations introduced in that respect. Those del egations
stressed, however, that the use of advanced technol ogi es should not be nade at

t he expense of the nore traditional nethods for dissem nating information, such
as print, posters, radio programes and audi o-vi sual media, since in a nunber of
countries, access to information was available only in those nmedia. Under the
circunst ances, the dissemnation of information through print and radio
programes shoul d continue to be pursued. A nunber of del egations cautioned
that in a nunber of countries, advances in technol ogi es were not yet in place.
The Departnent should take into consideration, therefore, the various capacities
of Menber States in accessing information. Those delegations felt that the
primary consideration should be the wi dest dissem nation of information to al
peopl es of the world. Qher del egations expressed full support for the

di ssem nation of information through the electronic nedia since it would
significantly reduce the |l evel of resources required for the inplenentation of
the mandates of the Departnent. Some del egations felt that the Departnent
should reinforce its current relations with national print and broadcast

net wor ks.

5. A nunber of del egati ons expressed concern at the inequality in the use of
| anguages by the Department. Those del egations considered that the CGenera
Assenbly resolution on nmultilingualismshould be strictly adhered to, and that
i nformation products should be in all official |anguages of the United Nations.
The representative of the Secretary-General indicated that in dissem nating
information, the Departnment strived to reach the w dest possible audience. It
was pointed out that public information materials were not official docunents,
and that while information products should be in the working | anguages of the
United Nations (English and French), to the extent possible and insofar as
resources permtted, those information products were di ssem nated in the

| anguages required, sonetinmes in the six official |anguages, and in other

| anguages, dependi ng on the |ocal needs of the regional areas concerned. The
nost i nmportant consideration for the programme of public information was to
ensure that the w dest possible audience was reached and i nformed of the
activities of the Organization

6. Many del egations supported the work of the United Nations information
centres and stressed the inportance of strengthening the role of those centres
in devel oping countries. Sone del egations, while appreciating the strengthening
of information centres, expressed concern that while information centres in the
devel oped countries were being strengthened, those in the devel oping countries
m ght be integrated with other United Nations programmes. |In that regard, one
del egati on enphasi zed the inportance of prior consultations wth individua
Governnents that mght be affected directly by the process of integration.

7. Sone del egations felt that the proposed significant transfer of resources
fromthe information service at Vienna to another information centre mght have
a negative inpact on the inplenentation of the activities of that office. Those
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del egations al so expressed their concern about the reductions proposed under the
activities of the information service at Geneva.

8. Sone del egati ons expressed concern at the inbalance in the dissem nation of
information for different areas of work of the United Nations, by enphasizing
peacekeepi ng operations. They stressed that appropriate attenti on shoul d be
given to the devel opmental activities of the United Nations.

Concl usi ons and recomrendati ons

[9. The Committee recommended to the General Assenbly to approve the programre
narrative of section 26, Public information, of the proposed programe budget
for the biennium 1998-1999, subject to further consideration, as stated in

par agraph 35 of the introduction, with the follow ng nodifications:

In paragraph 26.39 (i) a, after Yearbook of the United Nations, the words
"(annual, in English)" should be replaced by the words "(annual, in all officia
| anguages)" and after the UN Chronicle, the words "(six issues annually in
English and French)" should be replaced by the words "(six issues annually in
all official |anguages)".]




