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Section 7. Policy coordination and sustai nabl e devel opnent

1. At its 12th and 13th neetings, on 18 June 1997, the Committee considered
section 7, Policy coordination and sustai nabl e devel opnent, of the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999.

Di scussi on

2. Most del egations reaffirmed the special inportance they attached to the
United Nations activities in the econom c and sustai nabl e devel opnent ar eas.
Several delegations referred to the Secretary-Ceneral's plans to restructure the
work of the Organization in the econom c and social areas and sought
clarification regarding the inmpact that it mght have on the programe of work,
on the rel evant departnments and entities and on the resources to carry out the
mandat ed activities. Many del egations stressed the need to allocate an adequate
| evel of resources to those areas of the work of the O ganization.

3. Several del egations expressed their satisfaction for the scope of
activities and commended the informati on provi ded under the proposed programe
of work described in section 7. A nunber of del egations noted that a bal anced
distribution of resources anong the subprogrames was provi ded.
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4. Many del egations reiterated their strong support for the progranmme of work

under subprogramme 2, Advancenent of wonen, and wel coned the proposed additiona
resources related to the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender

| ssues and Equality of Wnen. One del egation considered that increnental
resources should be further justified. Sonme delegations requested clarification
regarding the nodalities of work and reporting between the Chief of the
Departnent and the Special Adviser to the Secretary-CGeneral on Gender |ssues and
Equal ity of Wren.

5. Sone del egations felt that aspects of the progranme of work such as the
coordi nation capacity in the economic and social areas, followup to the d oba
Conference on the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of Small |sland Devel opi ng States and
non- gover nmental organi zati ons were particularly inportant.

6. Sone del egati ons enphasi zed the inportance of the intergovernnmenta
nmachi nery serviced by the Departnent, and stressed in particular the need to
provide full support for the servicing of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent .

7. One del egation suggested that at every session of the General Assenbly the
mai n debate should focus on a specially selected thene of high and | ong-term
interest to Menber States, with a view to adopting appropriate strategi es and
pl ans of action.

8. One del egation expressed concern about the content of the third sentence of
paragraph 7.38. That del egation considered that the policy report of the
Secretary-Ceneral should be prepared prinmarily on the basis of consultations
with Menber States. That del egation al so considered that the other participants
described in the above-nentioned paragraph could make sone contribution

9. One del egation proposed that the |ast sentence of paragraph 7.38 be
del et ed.

10. Another del egation proposed that, in the Spanish version

(a) In paragraph 7.41 (a) (i) a. i., in the ninth line, the words
"mentalidad y desarrollo" be replaced by the words "cultura y desarrollo";

(b) In paragraph 7.72, in the sixth line, the word "ecol 6gi cos" be
repl aced by "anbiental es".

11. One del egation proposed that in paragraph 7.73, in the |ast sentence, the
words "non-State actors” be del eted.

Concl usi ons and recomrendati ons

12. The Committee recommended to the General Assenbly that it approve the
programe narrative of section 7, Policy coordination and sustai nabl e

devel opnent, of the proposed programe budget for the bienni um 1998- 1999,
subject to further consideration as stated in paragraph 35 of the introduction



