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I. UPDATE ON WELFARE CHANGES DURING THE TRANSITION
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Figure I.1 - Cumulative changes in GDP by main sub-regions (index: 1989=100)
Source: UN/ECE, 1996; MONEE Database, UNICEF ICDC.
Note: Data refer to the unweighted mean of GDP changes in the countries; 1996 data are forecast.
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The current high share of consumption
is a risk factor for welfare prospects
in many countries.
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Figure I.2 - Structure of GDP by expenditure in Bulgaria (in percentage)
Source: Roumiana Gantcheva, National Statistical Institute, Bulgaria.
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GDP, real wages and employment levels in Central and
South-Eastern Europe are still well below pre-transition
levels. In countries of the former USSR, GDP and real
wages are bottoming out while employment levels are still
on the decline.

Figure I.3 - The rate of children in households receiving child allowances based
     on social insurance or social assistance in Bulgaria

Employment losses
of parents increase reliance

on social-assistance networks;
however, the transition

from employment-based
insurance allowances

to social assistance increases
the risk of exclusion errors.
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Figure I.4 - The structure of household incomes in Ukraine
Source: Libanova and Paliy, 1996.

Access to land and other assets is of growing
importance for coping strategies.
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While in Central and South-Eastern Europe the Gini
coefficient increased moderately and stood at 25-30 in 1994,
wage inequality in FSU countries – already the highest in
the CEE region before the transition – increased at a fast
pace.
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Figure I.5 - Crude death rate patterns in selected countries, 1989-1995 (1989=100)
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Figure II.1 - At-risk children registered by type of risk in Hungary

In many countries,
the perception of risks
to children changes
during the transition.
Local authorities
in Hungary consider
poverty the major risk
situation for children.
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As the personal risk factors in childhood add up, the risks of criminality, alcohol problems and drug abuse in adulthood increase.

BOX II.3 - AN EXAMPLE OF INTERRELATIONSHIPS AMONG RISK FACTORS

b Personal risk factors: monitored by police or child welfare authorities,
frequent truancy, special education class, conduct problems in school,
running away from home, drug abuse, alcohol abuse, heavy smoking.

a Family risk factors: parents' illness, father's heavy drinking,
low family income, divorce, parental mental dysfunction.

Source: Stattin and Romelsjo, 1995.

Personal and family risks in late adolescence and the incidence of criminality, alcoholism and drug abuse in
adulthood in Sweden
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Figure II.2 - Refugees and internally displaced children by age in Georgia
Source: Papava, 1996.

In many countries
the perception
of at-risk children
is chiefly determined
by emergency
situations.
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Figure II.4 - Milk consumption and milk prices as proxy indicators for child poverty

Data on milk consumption
and prices in Romania
and Albania indicate that
changes in the nutrition
of children may be better
than that shown by only
income-based indicators.
Trends in Central Europe
and Bulgaria, on the other
hand, appear to be consistent
with deteriorations in
money-metric child poverty.
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Figure II.5 - Which path of development? Patterns of income inequality and GDP changes in the transition countries
Source: World Bank, 1996; MONEE Database, UNICEF ICDC.
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Figure II.6 - Trends in crude marriage rates in selected countries, 1989-95
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Figure II.7 - The general divorce rate in selected countries
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Figure II.8 - Criminal cases involving non-payment of alimony in four countries (index: 1989=100)
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Figure II.9 - Fertility rates in selected Central and Eastern European countries, 1989-95

The total fertility rate
has steeply declined
from mostly low levels
in all countries in
transition...

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

Romania
0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

Hungary Poland Bulgaria Estonia Russia Ukraine Azerbaijan

Figure II.10 - Percentage of births to unmarried women, 1989-1995

 ... while the share
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Figure II.11 - Children affected by divorce, 1989-95 (absolute numbers in thousands)
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Figure II.12 - Change in IMR and GDP growth in CEE countries, 1989-95
Note: Caution should be exercised when interpreting time-series data on infant mortality and comparisons across regions, as the
          methodological definition of 'live birth' used in calculating IMR has changed in most countries (see notes in Statistical Annex);
          however, these changes would not basically alter the correlation shown here.
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Figure II.13 - Change in percentages of teen mothers and incidence of low
        birth weight infants in Central and South-Eastern European
        countries, 1989-95
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Figure II.14 - Share of pregnant women, at term, with anaemia in Russia
        and Ukraine, 1989-95 (per 100 live births)

Sources: Goskomstat, 1996b; UNICEF-Kiev, 1996.
Note: The 1995 share for Ukraine is an estimate.
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Figure II.15 - Maternal mortality rates in selected countries, 1989-95 (per 100,000 live births)
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Figure II.16 - Percentage change in extreme poverty and TBC incidence, 1989-94
Sources: MONEE Database, UNICEF ICDC; Paniccià, 1996.
Note: Poverty rates are based on the estimates included in section 2 of this Chapter.
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Figure II.17 - Incidence of infectious diseases among children, 1989-95
        (rates per 100,000 children aged 0-15 years)
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Figure II.18 - Trends in DPT immunization in four countries, 1989-95
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The health of certain groups of children may be at risk of
serious deterioration, even in Central Europe: Data on
hospitalization rates of children in Poland, for example, have
grown, steadily since 1989; although the increases have
affected all age groups, it appears that those born in the most
difficult reform years are the most vulnerable.
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Figure II.19 - Changes in the use of sick-child leave days by parents
        (index: 1989=100; for Slovakia 1991=100)
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Figure II.20 - Age-specific prevalence of registered sexually transmitted diseases in three countries, 1989-95
       (rates per 100,000 relevant age group)
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Figure II.21 - Registered alcohol addiction among adolescents, 1989-94 (rates per 100,000 adolescents 14-17-years-old)
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Figure II.22 - Teenage and adult suicide in transition countries, 1995 (rates per 100,000 males in relevant age group)
Notes: Teenagers: 15-19-years-old; Adults: 20-54-years-old; Slovakia: 1993; Poland, Russia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan: 1994.
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Figure II.23 - Pre-primary enrolment trends in selected CEE countries,
        1989-1995 (rates per 100 children aged 3-5 years)
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Figure II.24 - Youth and overall unemployment rates in Poland and Russia, 1993-95.
Source: OECD, 1996
Note: Data are for the fourth quarter in all years.

Persons below the age of 25
have more than twice as much
probability of being unemployed
as those above that age even in
countries with very different overall
unemployment levels and trends.
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Figure II.25 - Patterns of juvenile monitoring, crime and justice in Russia and Bulgaria, 1989-95
                     (rates per 10,000 14-17-year-olds)
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In Estonia, as in many other countries,
increased rates of children in infant homes

have been followed after a time lag by a
parallel increase in rates of older children

in institutional care.

The Czech Republic shows a divergence in
trends: rates of children in infant homes

have declined while rates of older children
in institutional care have risen.

Figure III.2 - Diverging and parallel trends of institutionalization rates
       for infants and children (0-3 and 4-17-year-olds)
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Trends in foster care and residential placements in Lithuania
signal that placement in a family environment bacame less
frequent.
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Figure III.3 - Exits from infant homes in Russia, 1990-94

The structure of exits from
infant homes in Russia shows
that fewer young children are
returned to parents and more
children are adopted.
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Figure III.4 - Children without parental care: entries into and exits from public care in Russia, 1989-95 (in absolute numbers)
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Figure III.5 - The number and share of social orphans in infant homes in Russia, 1989-95

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

A
bs

ol
ut

e 
nu

m
be

r o
f c

hi
ld

re
n

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

Number Share



82

III. CHILDREN IN PUBLIC CARE

Figure III.6 - Children with disabilities in infant homes in Slovakia, 1991 and 1994
Source: Wolekova, 1996.

The number and share
of children with disabilities
have increased in infant homes
since 1991 in Slovakia.

Total number of children

1991

1994

Children with disabilities

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200



83

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE IN TRANSITION



84

III. CHILDREN IN PUBLIC CARE

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

1,800

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

Figure III.7 - Orphans in institutional care in Bulgaria, 1989-95 (absolute numbers)

In Bulgaria, where no fostering
exists, the increasing number
of orphans in institutional care
may reflect higher adult
mortality rates.
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Figure III.8 - Public expenditures on child institutions in real terms in the Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia
       and Bulgaria (index: 1989=100; for the Czech Republic 1990=100)
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Figure III.9 - Structure of expenditures by type of child institution in Estonia, 1994
Source: Statistical Office of estonia, 1995.
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As national incomes fell
sharply around 1991-92,
the share of public
expenditures spent
on the main family
support programmes
tended to increase;
however, due to later
erosion,
disproportionately less –
much less in several
countries – was spent
on these programmes
from a lower GDP
by the mid-1990s.
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Figure IV.1 - Rate of children receiving orphans' allowances in Hungary
      (per 1,000 children aged 0-17)
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Figure IV.2 - Child allowances in comparison to the average wage and initial benefit values in selected countries
Note: 'Child allowance' is understood here as the average monthly per-child benefit going to a couple (or most typical group of recipients) with two children. Benefit figures 'in real terms'
          have been deflated using the average CPI. Allowances also include price compensations.
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IV. PREVENTING RISKS: THE ROLE OF FAMILY SUPPORT POLICIES

Figure IV.3 - The twin pyramids of protective factors for children and the continuum
                    of risks to be addressed

As family and personal assets
weaken (left triangle), risks for
children mount, which need to
be addressed by some or – if
risks are very high – all three of
the main types of support policies
(right triangle). In Central and
Eastern Europe ‘A' type support
has been eroded, ‘B' type
support has been absent or
underdeveloped, and ‘C' type
support requires thorough
reforms.

Family and child support measures

'A' Universal family and child benefits and services

'B' Specialized family support services

'C' Substitute care services (adoption, foster care, 
      residential care)

Family and personal assets

(Family cohesion, parental health, skills, jobs,
child health, ability, etc.)
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Figure IV.4 - Stylized model of entry rates of children
                    in public care by age and placement options
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