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The neeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m

STATEMENT BY MRS. LENA HJELM WALLEN, M NI STER FOR FOREI GN AFFAI RS OF SWEDEN

1. Ms. HIELM WALLEN (Sweden) said that pronoting respect for human rights
and fundanental freedons inproved not only the lot of individuals, but also
the prospects for peace and prosperity within and anpbng nations, as well as
security, which was in everyone's interest. Systematic violations of human
rights often led to national unrest and upheaval, forced m gration and
sonetimes conflict between nations.

2. The rul es and standards set by the Conmmi ssion and the adoption of

basi ¢ human rights instrunents, particularly the two Covenants of 1966,
unquestionably represented a great achievenent. However, those texts nust

be impl emented and all States nust ratify them Regrettably, systematic
violations of human rights continued in many parts of the world. Countries
shoul d seek solutions to those probl ens through dial ogue, cooperation and, if
possi bl e, consensus and should refrain fromselectively scrutinizing the human
rights situations of small countries while turning a blind eye to those of
nmore powerful nations. Accordingly, the Swedish Government felt that the
Conmi ssion shoul d take substantive action to address the human rights
situation in China.

3. M. LI Baodong (China), speaking on a point of order, said that his

del egati on respected guest speakers, but that that respect nust be reciprocal
The fact that the Swedish Mnister for Foreign Affairs was a guest speaker did
not authorize her to derogate fromthe rules of the Conm ssion

4, Ms. HELMWALLEN (Sweden), referring to i nprovenents and acti ons which
had advanced the cause of human rights, said that she was particularly pleased
to note the restructuring of the Centre for Human Ri ghts under the | eadership
of the High Comm ssioner for Human Rights and the many field operations,

i ncluding those in Burundi, Rwanda, Zaire, Canbodia, Georgia and the

former Yugoslavia, as well as the opening of a human rights office in

Col ombia. Many United Nations organizations, such as the Wrld Bank, the
United Nations Devel opnment Progranmme (UNDP), the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF), the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Comr ssioner for

Ref ugees (UNHCR) and the International Labour Organization (ILO, currently
recogni zed the inportance of human rights in their respective areas of
conpetence. Many institutions and non-governnental organizations around

the world were working to spread awareness of international human rights
instruments. For exanple, Sweden's Raoul Wallenberg Institute offered
training courses for officials fromseveral countries, including Turkey and
China. Such courses should help to increase understanding of human rights
provisions, inter alia, among police and prison officials.

5. Among human rights violations, torture was a particul arly abhorrent
crinme that was still w despread despite the adoption of the Convention agai nst
Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatnent or Punishment, which
had been ratified by sone 100 Governnents to date. It was inconprehensible to
the Swedi sh Governnent that Israel's Suprenme Court had sanctioned the use of
“increased physical pressure” on a certain category of prisoners. Reports
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fromlocal human rights organi zations indicated the need to inprove conditions

in Palestinian prisons as well. Sweden called upon the Government of Turkey
to eradicate the practice of torture and ill-treatnment in Turkish prisons once
and for all. She hoped that the international community would agree in the

near future on a new gl obal nmechanismproviding for a conmttee to nmake
unrestricted visits to all places of detention in the States parties to
that new i nstrunent.

6. Unquestionably, the right to Iife was the nost fundanental of all human
rights. Sweden strongly supported the efforts of the Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and regretted that there was no
uni versal ban on capital punishnent in international |aw The death penalty
had no place in a civilized world. The Swedi sh Governnment was concerned about
t he hi gh nunber of death sentences in China and by the fact that executions
followed i nmedi ately upon the sentence.

7. M. LI Baodong (China), speaking on a point of order, said he regretted
that the name of his country had cone up again and urged the guest speaker to
refrain from nentioning China by nane.

8. Ms. HIELM WALLEN (Sweden) appealed to the Governnment of Iran to prevent
the execution of two Iranian Bahai's, Misa Talibi and Zabi hul |l ah Mahram , who
had been sentenced to death in 1996 for apostasy.

9. The right to life was al so jeopardi zed by violent conflicts, mpst of
which, at the current tine, were internal. |In such conflicts, the application
of humanitarian |law was often linmted or even suspended. To redress, both in
law and in practice, that deficiency in the protection of the individual, the
Nordi ¢ countries and South Africa, in cooperation with the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross (I CRC), had arranged a workshop in Cape Town in
Sept enber 1996. The participants had recommended that the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts shoul d request the Secretary-Ceneral to undertake, in coordination

with ICRC, an anal ytical study of those issues. There was an urgent need to
reach an agreement that would protect those who were subjected to extrene
suffering in conflicts.

10. The inmpact of arned conflicts on children was particularly intolerable
and unacceptabl e, as shown by the report on the subject submtted to the
fifty-first session of the General Assenbly by the expert appointed by the
Secretary-Ceneral, Ms. Graca Machel. The Swedi sh Government wel conmed the
decision to appoint a special representative on that issue and the progress
achi eved by the United Nations working group that was preparing an optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvenent of
children in arnmed conflicts. She was pleased that 190 countries had ratified
or acceded to that Convention, although she regretted that the United States
was not yet anmong them Her Governnent had warmy wel coned the action plan
initiatied by the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to strengthen the

i npl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and called upon
all States to support it. Lastly, Sweden wel coned the gl obal nobilization
agai nst the sexual exploitation of children, which had cul mnated in the Wrld
Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, held in Stockhol m
i n August 1996.
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11. Wth the devel opment of denocracy, freedom of opinion and expression had
gai ned ground. However, those rights were still being suppressed in many

parts of the world and cases such as those of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi of

Myanmar and the Iranian witer Faraj Sarkoohi were rem nders of that fact.
International attention was usually the only protection which human rights

def enders coul d hope for. The Swedi sh Governnment deeply regretted that the
Commi ssi on had not yet been able to adopt a declaration in support of

i ndi vi dual s and organi zations that defended hunman rights, whose courageous
efforts deserved to be highlighted on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Hunan Ri ghts.

12. The realization of econom c and cultural rights was undoubtedly nore
difficult to nmeasure than that of civil and political rights, even though

it was no less inportant. Governnments had an obligation to use avail able
resources to neet the economc, social and cultural needs of all persons
within their jurisdiction, without discrimnation. They nust create a

di stribution of wealth that ensured a basic standard of living for everyone.
To that end, they nust also pronote equality between women and men, which was
fundamental in order to overconme poverty and to achi eve econom ¢ and socia
devel opnent. That idea, which had been proclained in the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action, had becone one of the goals of the Swedish

devel opnent cooperation progranmme.

13. The full realization of human rights was not a national issue, but the
joint responsibility of the entire international comunity. Countries had
different traditions, cultures and histories, but human rights nmust be the
sanme for everyone, everywhere, in accordance with the human solidarity that
transcended national borders.

14. M. HOYNK (Gernmany), speaking on a point of order, said that the
statements by the representative of China were unfortunate. The Comm ssion
must not be disrupted, even when it was di scussing sensitive issues.

15. M. ALFONSO MARTI NEZ (Cuba), speaking on a point of order, said that the
at nosphere in the Conm ssion would becone unbearable if the rules governing

di scussi ons were not respected. Cuba was a firm advocate of freedom of
expression, but it requested that, for the sake of orderly debate, all invited
speakers shoul d take account of those rules and avoid confrontation

16. M. van WULFFTEN PALTHE ( Net herl ands), speaking on a point of order
said it was unacceptable that rules that did not exist, as far as he knew,
shoul d be invoked to use points of order to tell invited speakers what they
could or could not say. Those who gave |essons in denocracy should know t hat
one of the basic principles of denpcracy was freedom of expression and that,
in the Comm ssion, that was true as nuch for representatives of States as for
guests. Disapproval or discontent could always be expressed during the
consideration of the relevant agenda item

17. M. LIU Xinsheng (China), speaking on a point of order, said that he had
not started the dispute and stressed that, while one of the basic principles
of denocracy was freedom of expression, another no | ess basic one was nutua
respect.
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STATEMENT BY MR NI ELS HELVEG PETERSEN, M NI STER FOR FORElI GN AFFAI RS OF
DENVARK

18. M . HELVEG PETERSEN (Denmark) said that, follow ng the nurder of

four members of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda, it was high tinme
for States to accede to the United Nations Convention on the Safety of
United Nations and Associ ated Personnel, which had been adopted by the
CGeneral Assenbly in 1994.

19. Denmark was in a position to offer the Comm ssion assistance in areas
of particular interest to it. The first was the pronotion of the rights of

i ndi genous peopl es, which would be better protected if a permanent forum for

i ndi genous peoples was set up within the United Nations system as his
Governnment believed it should be. The first workshop on that issue had been
hel d in Copenhagen in June 1995 and Chile's offer to host the second workshop
was wel conme. He urged the Conmission to speed up the process of the adoption
of the draft United Nations Declaration on the Ri ghts of Indigenous Peopl es,
in the preparation of which Denmark would |ike the persons concerned to take
part. He took the opportunity to announce a contribution of DK 1 mllion to
the Voluntary Trust Fund for the International Decade of the Wrld' s

I ndi genous Peopl e.

20. The second area to which Denmark was particularly attached was that

of action to conmbat torture. W rk nust be speeded up on the draft optiona
protocol on a global inspection systemfor places of detention. Unannounced
visits would be a major factor in the prevention of torture.

21. The third area was the pronotion of the right to devel opment as a neans
of eradicating poverty. A coherent and neaningful strategy had to be worked
out to specify national and international responsibilities. Denmark had
focused its progranme of assistance to devel oping countries on the eradication
of poverty while trying to pronote the role of wonen in devel opnent, protect
the environment and further the denmpcratic process. 1n 1996, its devel opnment
assi stance had ambunted to US$ 1.8 billion, representing 1 per cent of

its gross national product, much nore than the United Nations target

of 0.7 per cent.

22. The fourth area of concern to Denmark was the snmooth functioning of
the O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights. The
unanimty by which that office had been established in 1993 had to be
re-established to enable it to function properly. One of its main tasks was
to engage in dialogue with all Governnents, but it could do so only if al
the Menber States with which such a di al ogue seened necessary to the High
Commi ssi oner, the General Assenbly, the Econom ¢ and Social Council or the
Commi ssion on Human Rights took part in it constructively.

23. States also had to open their doors to the various rapporteurs so that
they could provide the Comrission with a balanced report on the actual human
rights situation because, otherw se, they night not receive assistance from
the international comunity.

24. Wth regard to the debate about elenents such as “consensus” versus
“voting procedures” and “dial ogue” versus “confrontation”, he recalled that
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the essence of the Comm ssion's work was to neasure the performance of States
agai nst the standards that they had voluntarily undertaken to observe. That
was a single standard, not a double one, and, while the process should be
conducted constructively, it could not reasonably be called confrontational

25. Recal I ing that Denmark was the 1997 Chairman-in-Ofice of the

Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), which was a forum
for a broad dialogue on security and stability, he stressed that, during the
year, enphasis would be placed on the inplenmentation of the standards on hunman
rights, denmocracy and the rule of |aw devel oped by OSCE. The United Nations
and OSCE were cooperating in the field of human rights both at their
headquarters and on the ground, especially in the former Yugoslavia,

Taj i ki stan and CGeorgia, and OSCE was | ooking forward to devel opi ng such
cooperation even further.

26. Al though it was entirely legitinate to express concern about the human
rights situation in any country, he would | eave that task to the Presidency of
t he European Union, which would meke a statenent under agenda item 10 on the
question of violations of human rights and fundanmental freedons in any part of
t he worl d.

27. In conclusion, he drew attention to two thematic issues. First, wonen's
rights were human rights and, as such, they were part and parcel of the

Commi ssion's work. It had al ready spoken out about viol ence agai nst women in
all kinds of circunstances, but there was still a great deal to be done and

t he Speci al Rapporteur on the question needed unswerving support. Secondly,
he strongly appeal ed for the adoption of the draft Declaration on Human Ri ghts
Def enders on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights, particularly as it related to the persons who
were in the front line in defending those rights.

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA (agenda item 2) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1997/1 and Corr. 1;
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 1/ Add. 1 and Corr. 1)

28. The CHAI RMAN informed the Commi ssion that no proposal on the provisiona
agenda had been submitted to the Bureau for its consideration. |If he heard no
obj ection, he would therefore take it that the Conm ssion adopted the agenda
contai ned in docunent E/CN. 4/1997/1 and Corr. 1.

29. It was so deci ded.

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE WORK OF THE SESSI ON (agenda item 3) (E/ CN. 4/1996/ 3,
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 11, E/ CN. 4/1997/98 and Add. 1)

30. The CHAIRMAN said that, at its first neeting on the precedi ng day, the
Bureau had di scussed the organi zati on of the work of the session in detail
The proposed draft tinmetable for the consideration of the agenda itens was
annexed to the order of the day (E/CN. 4/1997/0D.2). It could be revised by
the Bureau as necessary. On the basis of consultations with the regiona
groups, the Bureau woul d meke reconmendati ons on where the itens relating

to the human rights situation in Burundi, the Republic of Chechnya

(Russi an Federation), Col onbia and Liberia should conme on the agenda.
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31. He described the speaking tinmes for the various categories of speakers
and urged themto abide by them He also recalled the rules relating to the
submi ssion to the secretariat of the texts of statenents and draft
resolutions, as well as to inclusion in lists of speakers. Those speakers who
had been unable, for lack of tine, to speak at the neeting for which they had
signed up woul d be given the floor as the first speakers at the follow ng
meeting. In view of the volunme of the Commission's work, he would start al
meetings on time and the Bureau was reconmendi ng that the requirenents |aid
down in rule 40 of the rules of procedure relating to a quorum should be

wai ved. I n accordance with the Conmmi ssion's practice in past years, the
Bureau was al so recommendi ng that special rapporteurs, special
representatives, chairnmen-rapporteurs of working groups and i ndependent
experts should be invited to speak under the agenda item corresponding to
their terns of reference. He read out the list drawn up by the Bureau, which
was al so recomrendi ng that neeting tinme should be allocated for the adoption
of the reports of the four working groups set up to prepare draft texts under
agenda itenms 8 (d), 20, 21 and 21 (d).

32. If he heard no objection, he would take it that the Comm ssion decided
to adopt the Bureau' s recommendations, on the understanding that it could cone
back to some issues as appropriate.

33. It was so deci ded.

34. M. HAM DON ( Mal aysi a), speaking on behalf of the Asian G oup, said he
hoped that further neasures would be taken at the current session to ensure
the nore effective functioning of the Comrission. It was particularly

i nportant that neetings should begin on tine, that speakers should limt
thensel ves to the allotted speaking tinme and that the nunber of night nmeetings
shoul d be kept to a mininum As the Asian G oup had proposed in 1996, the
Commi ssi on shoul d consi der shortening future sessions to four or five weeks
instead of six. It should also do away with the system of carrying over
statenments fromone neeting to another in order not to change the speaking
order. Discipline was called for on the part of all participants, who should
try to establish an interactive dialogue. O her neasures included
rationalizing the overl oaded agenda by merging sonme itenms and consi dering sone
others only every two years. The nunber and | ength of resolutions should be
reduced. All draft resolutions should be discussed at |ength before

subm ssi on because, in the Asian G oup's opinion, consensus was better than
voting as a neans of avoiding confrontation and pronoting the adoption of

ef fecti ve deci sions.

35. The Asian Group was al so proposing that the Friends of the Chair should
be established again during the current session to help the Chairman and the
ot her nmenmbers of the Bureau and to discuss ideas for the reform of working
nmet hods and the organi zation of work. An in-sessional working group should
al so be set up to study neasures to inprove the efficiency and effectiveness
of the Conmi ssion's work.

36. Speaki ng as the representative of Ml aysia, which had sponsored draft
deci sion E/CN. 4/1996/L.2 at the preceding session, providing that the

Commi ssi on woul d adopt its decisions and resol uti ons by consensus and vote

only in the last resort, he recalled that the consideration of that proposa
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had unfortunately been deferred until the current session. Its sole aim had
been to i nprove the Commi ssion's methods of work and curb the trend towards
the politicization of debates by prompting the broadest possible dial ogue.
The draft decision was worded in such a way as to dispel the fears expressed
by sone del egations, since it clearly stated that the Comm ssion would vote
only on texts on which it had been unable to reach a consensus after al
efforts to that end had been exhausted and that the decision to adopt by
consensus woul d be “without prejudice to its rules of procedure”. H's

del egati on was convinced that such a decision could only serve the cause of
human rights.

37. M. ABUAH (Observer for Nigeria) said he regretted that the efforts
bei ng made to rationalize the Commr ssion's agenda had not yet been successful
The tinme allotted should be used as effectively as possible and any
politicization of debates should be rejected by the Conmi ssion. It was for
that purpose that, at the fifty-second session, draft decision E/CN. 4/1996/L.2
had been submitted prinmarily to have all decisions and resol utions adopted by
consensus without prejudice to the rules of procedure, with voting only in the
last resort. It was, of course, very difficult to avoid politicizing the
debates, but dial ogue and cooperation were always better than confrontation

He recalled that, at its fifty-first session, the General Assenbly had adopted
resol ution 51/100 entitled “Enhancenment of international cooperation in the
field of human rights”, in which it invited the Comm ssion on Human Rights to
continue its consultations on the pronotion of international cooperation

t hrough genui ne and constructive dial ogue on the basis of nutual respect and
equality of States. It was essential that the Conm ssion should try to do so.

38. M. GOONETILLEKE (Sri Lanka) said that the realistic and sensible
organi zati on of the Comm ssion's work would help it function effectively
despite the current financial constraints and the overall reductions inposed
on it. Fromthe outset, the session therefore had to be carefully planned in
order to enhance effectiveness in the use of the avail able resources. Sone of
t he neasures that could be considered by the Bureau had been outlined by the
coordi nator of the ASEAN group and his own del egation fully supported them
particularly that of doing away with the carry-over systemthat prevented
orderly debate. The Bureau should al so seriously consider proposals that the
| ength of the session should be shortened and that sel ected agenda itens
shoul d be biennialized. His delegation would Iike consideration to be given
to the problemof the increase in the volunme of docunmentation, which had not
been acconpani ed by a corresponding increase in the human and ot her resources
of the secretariat, thereby affecting the quality of work and eroding the
effectiveness of the Comm ssion itself. A way nmust be found to ensure
observance of the rule that docunents should be distributed six weeks in
advance of each session in all |anguages.

39. The Commi ssion and its subsidiary bodies also had to find a solution to
i nternational problens through international cooperation in accordance with
the principle enbodied in Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the
United Nations and reaffirmed in paragraph 7 of the 1993 Vienna Decl aration
In the field of human rights, the tenptation nust be resisted of adopting a
sel ective approach by choosing which countries to scrutinize or making a
distinction between civil and political rights and econom c, social and
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cultural rights, which were all interrelated. Regardless of their size,
geographical location or |evel of developrnent, all nenber States of the

Conmi ssion should refrain from condeming other States and should, rather, try
to help them overcone their problenms. The adoption of resolutions or
deci si ons should not be the Commission's only weapon in its fight against
human rights violations. [|f the Conmm ssion genuinely wanted to inprove the

| ot of the people in the countries concerned, it should | ook into ways not
only of wi nning the cooperation of the authorities of those countries instead
of condeming them but al so of engaging themthrough persuasive neans to
protect human rights.

40. As M. Vergne Saboia, the Chairman of the Commission's fifty-second
session, had stressed, efforts had to continue to be made to reduce the
excessive politicization of the Conm ssion and to pronote dial ogue,
cooperation and the search for consensus. His delegation was sure that the
Chai rman woul d carry on the task assunmed by his predecessor together with the
Friends of the Chair at the fifty-second session and throughout the

i ntersessional period. The Conm ssion had decided to defer the consideration
of draft decision E/CN. 4/1996/L.2 until the fifty-third session to enable the
Chairman to hold consultations with all interested parties with a viewto
reachi ng an understanding. The sponsors of the draft decision therefore hoped
that they would be able to submit it to the Conmi ssion in an inproved form at
the current session so that it m ght be adopted by consensus.

41. M. WJ Jianmin (China) said that the spirit of cooperation had not yet
defeated the spirit of confrontation advocated by some devel oped countri es.
Hi s del egation therefore nmade an earnest appeal to those countries to cone
back to di al ogue and adopt draft decision E/CN. 4/1996/L.2, submtted by a
group of devel oping countri es.

42. The Commi ssion's purpose, which was the same as one of the objectives of
the United Nations, was to pronote human rights through cooperation, but the
devel oped countries had defeated that purpose by politicizing the debates and
opting for confrontation, deliberately insulting the devel oping countries and
turning the Conmission into a tribunal. That situation could not be
tolerated; in a genuine denpocracy, no one could set hinmself up as a judge.

The countries in question were, noreover, only a mnority and the tyranny of a
mnority over the majority was dooned to failure. China, which was the

| ar gest devel opi ng country, was one of the major targets of some western
countries, but, if they inmposed confrontation on it, it would stand up to
them It had the backbone to do so and would not remain poor forever.

43. I n conclusion, he again appealed to the devel oped countries to trade
confrontation for cooperation

44, Ms. SYAHRUDDI N (I ndonesia) said that she fully supported the statenent
made by the representative of Ml aysia on behalf of the Asian G oup. The
Conmi ssion's fiftieth anniversary was wi thout a doubt an opportunity to think
about its work, which had to be rationalized and nade nore effective.

I ndonesi a wel coned any vi abl e neasure geared towards the achi evenent of that
obj ective.
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45, Si nce the Conmi ssion was the main United Nations human rights body, the
decisions and resolutions it adopted were essentially a political act, but, by
allowing its work to be politicized, it was deviating fromone of the basic
tenets of United Nations phil osophy, which gave priority to cooperation and

di al ogue. Wth the end of the cold war, that principle had, however, been
solemmly re-established at the second Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts

in 1993.

46. From that point of view, the fact of maintaining a policy of unilatera
pressure and coercion against targeted States in the post-Vienna Conference
era was neani ngl ess. Such a policy would not serve the ainms of its proponents
or change the intentions of the countries targeted. A nore constructive
attitude that was fully in conformty with the United Nati ons Charter would
probably be nore effective in pronmpoting the cause of human rights throughout

t he worl d.

47. In view of the need to depoliticize the Conm ssion, efforts had to be
focused on consensus-building with the parties concerned through consultations
and on voting only as a |last resort, as proposed in the draft decision whose
consi deration the Comm ssion had postponed until the current session. The
Commi ssion might set the target date of 1998, which would mark the fiftieth
anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

48. M . TEI XEI RA PARREI RA (Angol a) said that the politicization of its
debates had prevented the Conmi ssion fromconcentrating on carrying out its
mandate. The confrontation, selectivity and double standards that had

dom nated every session had seriously hanpered its work, tarnishing its credit
as the nost inportant United Nations human rights body. A great deal of tine
and resources had thus been wasted that could have been used to prompte hunman
rights.

49. He believed - and was sure that nost nenber States would agree with
him - that the Conm ssion should be a forum for dial ogue and cooperation, not
a courtroom The participants shoul d exchange vi ews and experiences on the
basi s of nutual respect rather than accusing one another selectively. Such
accusations woul d never serve the cause of human rights.

50. M. CHOADHURY (Bangl adesh) said that he supported the statenent by the
representative of Malaysia. Everyone agreed that the Comm ssion's work and
its methods had to be reviewed, but, while sone advocated the restructuring of
its agenda and others the rationalization of its mandate, others, such as
Bangl adesh, were proposing that its sessions should be drastically curtailed
and the nunber and | ength of resolutions should be reduced by nergi ng sone
items or considering themonly periodically. The Conmm ssion had to continue
the work it had begun under the guidance of M. Vergne Saboia. Mreover, the
General Assenbly had requested it to conclude the consultations, if possible,
at its current session. |In that connection, the adoption of draft decision
E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ L. 2, which was based on the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Action, would be doubly useful because the procedure for the adoption of
resolutions would not only be sinplified, but conciliation would take
precedence over confrontation w thout establishing a right of veto. The
growi ng nunber of resolutions and deci sions adopted by consensus showed that
that was indeed the trend.
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51. The Vi enna Decl aration and Programre of Action had reaffirmed the
universality, indivisibility and interdependence of all human rights. The
Commi ssion thus had an additional reason to maintain objectivity,
non-politicization and transparency in its work. The target of unequivoca
condemmati on was the violation of human rights, not the presuned perpetrators,
for selective condemati on would breed doubl e standards and do a great

di sservice to the cause of human rights.

52. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that he was a strong supporter of consensus as
a nmeans of adopting the Conmi ssion's decisions as recommended in draft
decision E/CN. 4/1996/L.2, since it was the nost el aborate way of reconciling
interpretations and positions on particular agenda itenms. It was one of the
nost denocratic nmeans of bringing about understandi ng, avoiding division and
pol em cs, taking full account of the universality of human rights, avoiding
politicization and giving priority to a conprehensive approach and not to the
accusation of a particular State. |If resolutions and decisions were adopted
by consensus, they would have a stronger noral inpact and the internationa
conmunity woul d be nore involved in their inplenentation

53. The draft decision did not nmean that the rul es and procedures in force
woul d be revised or that voting as a decision-maki ng method woul d be call ed
i nto question when di al ogue and consultation had not led to a consensus. Its

adoption would al so not inevitably |lead, as some seenmed to fear, to an all eged
ri ght of veto.

54. At the preceding session, the spirit of consensus had nade it possible
for nearly all of the Commission's resolutions and decisions to be adopted
wi thout a vote. His delegation would like to see that spirit reconfirmed by
t he adoption of draft decision E/CN 4/1996/L.2 w thout a vote.

55. Ms. BAUTI STA (Philippines), supporting the neasures proposed by the
representative of Malaysia as the Asian G oup Coordinator, said that she would
also like to refer to other ways of inproving the Comm ssion's effectiveness,
sonme of which were used in other bodies. The Commi ssion m ght consider
[imting the nunber of working groups in order to allow participation by the
| ar gest possi bl e nunber of delegations in the work of such groups. |n order
to reduce the nunber of draft resolutions submtted each year, it mght
consider the possibility of setting up a “resolutions commttee”, such as the
one which existed in the International Labour Organization and which woul d
carry out first-stage sorting and find only the genuinely relevant draft
resol uti ons admi ssible. Consensus-building based on transparency, dial ogue
and cooperation was the best decision-naking nethod.

56. M . AKRAM (Pakistan) said that, for the sake of greater effectiveness,

t he Conmi ssion should ensure better tine managenment through advance pl anni ng
based on specific deadlines, consider the possibility of shortening the length
of sessions, as other United Nations bodi es had done, continue to reorganize
its agenda, without deleting itens that were fundanental to the pronotion and
protection of human rights, and do away with sonme of the draft resol utions and
decisions it considered at each session

57. The Conmi ssion would also inprove its credibility if its discussions
wer e based on di al ogue and cooperation, not on suspicion and confrontation
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At the preceding session, 87 per cent of its resolutions had been adopted by
consensus, but it was now tine to go further. Consultations on draft
resolutions had to be held in an open manner, with the invol vement of al

del egations. He expressed the hope that draft decision E/CN. 4/1996/L.2, of
whi ch Paki stan was a sponsor, would be adopted at the current session

58. M. ZAHRAN (Egypt) said that he would also |like the Commission to do
everything possible to inprove its functioning. It had to try to carry out
its work within the normal tinme allocated to it, w thout night neetings, and
shorten future sessions to four weeks.

59. The Conmi ssion had to work in the spirit of cooperation and nutual
respect that had prevailed at the Wrld Conference on Human Rights. \Wen
gross violations of human rights occurred in a country, the internationa
comunity had a responsibility to take the appropriate neasures. The

Conmi ssion itself had to do its work objectively, in a transparent way,
seeki ng consensus rather than a divisive vote. That was what the Conference
on Di sarmanent and, to sonme extent, the Wrld Trade Organi zation did and both
managed to preserve their effectiveness while naintaining dial ogue.

60. Many del egations had the feeling that human rights issues were too often
politicized and dealt with selectively. It was regrettable that the

Conmi ssion was concerned nore with violations of civil and political rights
commtted in devel oping countries than with those commtted in devel oped
countries and that it continued to pay little attention to the inplenentation
of economi c, social and cultural rights, whereas all rights were indivisible
and i nterdependent.

61. Hi s del egati on was deeply concerned about the precarious financial
situation of the United Nations and about its repercussions on the work of the
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights and the Centre for Human Rights. It
therefore supported the neasures proposed to streamine and i nmprove the

Commi ssion's work. For exanple, all draft resolutions should be discussed in
dept h before being submtted for the approval of nenbers. Draft decisions and
resolutions mght therefore be considered in nmeetings chaired by the nenbers
of the Bureau and open to all interested del egations before being formally
submitted to the Conmmission. Such a nethod would facilitate the task of

del egations, particularly snmaller delegations. H s delegation intended to
take part in the consultations on draft decision E/ CN. 4/1996/L. 2.

62. Ms. GHOSE (I ndia) said that she supported the statenent made by the
representative of Malaysia as Regi onal Coordinator. Enphasizing the

Commi ssion's inportance within the United Nations system she said that the
Commi ssi on nust do everything possible to inprove its methods of work and take
full advantage of the tinme allotted to it. Her delegation would support any
initiatives along those lines. Efforts also had to be nade to |ighten the
agenda and reduce the nunber and length of resolutions. If the other
co-sponsors so agreed, she proposed that the consideration of

resol ution 1996/ 19 on tol erance and pluralism as inseparable conponents of the
pronoti on and protection of human rights should be postponed until the
fifty-fourth session.
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63. A nore interactive dial ogue should be established between nenber States
and between States and non-governnental organizations and nore tine should be
spent on considering the technical cooperation activities of the Centre for
Human Ri ghts.

64. The Commi ssion's work had to be based on dial ogue, consultation
transparency and the depoliticization of human rights issues. 1In order to
maintain all its noral authority, the Conm ssion had to nmove away from doubl e
standards and work actively to identify solutions rather than becom ng bogged
down in confrontation

65. Her del egati on had not been able to understand the hostility to which
draft decision E/CN. 4/1996/L.2 had given rise at the precedi ng session. The
text conveyed a political nessage that all States were committed to working
together for the pronotion and protection of human rights. The idea of
establishing a nmechanismto evaluate the conpliance of States with consensus
deci sions and resolutions was an interesting one. It must be realized that
resol utions adopted by a vote had little inpact on a country and it had to be
asked whet her condemmation and criticismwere effective nmeans of protecting
human ri ghts.

66. Al t hough the human rights situation was better in sone countries than in
others, no country was perfect and no State could arrogate to itself the right
to sit in judgenent over others. To deal with human rights violations, States
had to intensify genuine dial ogue and seek appropriate sol utions.

67. M. ALFONSO MARTI NEZ (Cuba) said that, on the eve of the cel ebration of
the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
menber States of the Conmission had to try to fulfil their mandate as best
they could. At present, however, they were overwhel mred by countl ess studies,
reports, draft resolutions and deci sions and statenents by the Chairman. One
hundred or so resolutions and decisions had been adopted at the preceding
session and nost of them usel essly repeated paragraph after paragraph from
earlier texts. That conplicated matters and harnmed the Comm ssion's inmage.

68. O her, nore serious elenents were the obvious political manipulation of
some aspects of the Conm ssion's work and the bias and selectivity evident in
much of the Conmi ssion's docunentation and decisions. A double standard was
bei ng applied and situations of confrontation were being pronoted. Sone
initiatives such as those relating to what was comonly known as the “human
rights situation” in a particular country did not take account either of the
situation in the world or of that in the country concerned. Since they had no
real basis, they |led to neaningl ess decisions, many of which served only as
grist for the political propaganda mll of those who had taken them Such
practices obviously detracted fromthe Commission's credibility.

69. That harnful nethod had another victim nanely, internationa
cooperation, which was one of the purposes stated in Article 1 of the Charter
and a basic conponent of the inplenentation of human rights and fundanenta
freedons. It was unfortunate that human rights had beconme an ideol ogical too
for those who wanted to inpose a new version of dependence based on world

uni pol arity.
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70. Documents originating in open-ended bodies set up by the Commr ssion
inmplied that human rights violations were conmmtted only by third world
countries. It was, however, enough to hear and | ook at the nedia to realize
that very serious situations also existed in nmany so-call ed devel oped
countries. It was unacceptable that the category of econom c, social and
cultural rights should be given so little roomon the Commi ssion's agenda. It

was genuinely surprising that the Comm ssion had not even expressed concern
about the violation of the right to work of over 20 mllion unenpl oyed persons
in the region of the world where it nmet. It should be recalled that, like
other rights on which the Conm ssion spent a great deal of tine, that human
right was also provided for in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

71. Hi s del egati on had been a sponsor of draft decision E/ CN. 4/1996/L. 2,

whi ch was designed, inter alia, to pronote international cooperation. To the
surprise of many persons, it had given rise to very strong reactions on the
part of some del egations and, for the sake of conprom se, the sponsors of the
text had decided not to request a vote. However, in its resolution 51/100,
agai nst which a |l arge nunber of countries had voted, including all those who
had been opposed to draft decision E/CN. 4/1996/L.2, the General Assenbly had
drawn attention to the need to enhance international cooperation in the field
of human rights.

72. The Commi ssion had to try to find ways of pronoting cooperati on between
its menmbers and avoi ding as nmuch confrontation, politicization and selectivity
as possible in the consideration of human rights issues. Consensus

deci si on- maki ng was one of those ways, but not the only one. The Comn ssion
must therefore continue to consider draft decision E/ CN. 4/1996/L. 2.

The neeting was called to order at 12.05 p. m




