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Australia*, Bolivia*, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cyprus*, Denmark,

Finl and*, Greece*, Guatemal a*, Mexico, New Zeal and*, N caragua
Nor way*, Peru*, Sweden* and Switzerland*: draft resol ution

1997/ ... Working group of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights to
el aborate a draft declaration in accordance with
paragraph 5 of General Assenbly resolution 49/214
of 23 Decenber 1994

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Bearing in m nd CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/75 of 14 Decenber 1992

and Part 11, paragraph 28, of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action
( A/ CONF. 157/ 23) ,

Reaffirm ng its resolution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995, in which it
establ i shed an open-ended inter-sessional working group with the sol e purpose
of el aborating a draft declaration, considering the draft contained in the
annex to resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 of the Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, entitled “Draft
United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples”, for
consi deration and adoption by the General Assenmbly within the Internationa
Decade of the World's I ndi genous Peopl e,

* In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c and Social Council
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Reaffirmng in particular that the invitation contained in that

resol uti on was addressed to organi zati ons of indi genous people seeking
authorization to participate in the working group

Recogni zi ng that organi zations of indigenous people have speci al
know edge and understanding of the current situation of the world s indigenous
peopl e and their hunman rights needs,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 49/214 of 23 Decenber 1994, in
whi ch the Assenbly encouraged the Conmi ssion to consider the draft declaration
with the participation of representatives of indigenous people, on the basis
of and in accordance with appropriate procedures to be determ ned by the
Commi ssi on,

Wel coming the progress nade in the process of drafting a declaration on
the rights of indigenous people, and enphasi zing the inportance and specia
nature of such a draft declaration as an instrunent specifically for pronoting
the rights of indigenous people,

Recalling the need for the working group to consider all aspects of the
draft declaration, including its scope of application

1. Takes note of the report of the working group (E/ CN. 4/1997/102),
and wel cones the continuation and positive nature of the deliberations of the
wor ki ng group, particularly the neasures taken to ensure effective input by
organi zati ons of indi genous peopl e;

2. Expresses its appreciation for the work of the Econoni c and Soci al

Council in considering applications from organi zati ons of indigenous people to
participate in the working group under the procedure proposed in the annex to
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995;

3. Wel cones the decisions of the Econonmic and Soci al Counci
approving the participation of organizations of indigenous people in the work
of the working group, and urges the Council to process all pending
applications as soon as possible, taking strictly into account the procedures
set out in the annex to Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1995/ 32;

4, Recommends that the working group neet for 10 working days prior
to the fifty-fourth session of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts, the cost of the

meeting to be met fromw thin existing resources;
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5. Encour ages organi zations of indigenous people which are not
al ready registered to participate in the working group and which wish to do so
to apply for authorization in accordance with the procedure set out in the
annex to Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1995/ 32;

6. Requests the working group to submt a progress report for
consi deration by the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session
under the agenda itementitled “Indi genous |ssues”

7. Recommends the followi ng draft resolution to the Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council for adoption:

“The Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci l

“Taki ng note of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1997/... of
1997,

“1. Aut hori zes the open-ended inter-sessional working group of
the Comm ssion on Hunan Rights established in accordance with Comr ssion
resol ution 1995/32 to neet for a period of 10 working days prior to the
fifty-fourth session of the Conmi ssion, the costs of the neeting to be
met fromw thin existing resources;

‘2. Requests the Secretary-General to extend all necessary
facilities, fromw thin existing United Nations resources, to the

wor ki ng group for its meetings.”



