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CHAI RVAN' S SUMVARY

1. At the first part of its twenty-ninth session, the Wrking Party di scussed t he
proposed revisions to the programme of work for the biennium 1996-1997 and the
UNCTAD section of the proposed United Nations programre budget for the biennium
1998- 1999.

Proposed revisions to the programme of work for the bienni um 1996-1997

2. The purpose of the Wirking Party’s di scussion, which was based on an i nfor mal
draft presented by the UNCTAD secretariat, was to endorse the proposed revisions
in order to provide a basis for the secretariat’s work in 1997 and for the
eval uation of UNCTAD s performance at the end of the biennium

3. Menbers of the Wirking Party noted that, at the Wrking Party' s previous
session, they had been requested to provide the secretariat with witten comrents
on the proposed revi sions and expressed their di sappoi ntnent that a nunber of their
comrent s had not been taken into account. The UNCTAD secretariat explained that its
task had been to i ncl ude changes that refl ected a consensus anong t he nenbers of the
Wrking Party. Accordingly, the suggestions that had not been included were those
that, in the view of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, did not conmand consensus.

4, At the close of its discussions, the Wrking Party, notw thstandi ng nenber

States' concerns on individual itens, adopted a decision endorsing the proposed
revisions, as anended.
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UNCTAD section of the proposed United Nations programme budget for the bi ennium
1998- 1999

5. The Working Party’'s discussions in this connection took place within the
context of paragraph 107(a) of the “Partnership for growth and devel opnent” i n which
the Secretary-General of UNCTADwas invited to consult with the Wrking Party during
the preparation of the work programme and budget fromthe earliest possible stage.
The purpose of its discussions, which were based on an informal draft presented by
the UNCTAD secretariat, was to provide the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD with
comrents and advice prior to the submission of the draft to the Secretary-Cenera
of the United Nations for incorporation into the proposed programre budget as a
whol e.

6. The nenbers of the Wrking Party made a nunber of general and specific
comrents and suggestions on the draft. Among other things, they referred to the
need to ensure nmaxi mum consi stency between the presentation and wording of the
different sections of the draft, particularly in respect of expert neetings and
neeting units, as well as to ensure adequate reference in each subprogramre to the
subprogramme’s contribution to UNCTAD s work on |east developed countries. A
request was also made for greater clarity regarding the nmandate and funding of
specific itens of the work programme and the nature of UNCTAD s contribution to
those projects undertaken in conjunction with other agencies or institutions.

7. The UNCTAD secretariat assured the nenbers of the Wrking Party that all their
comrents and suggestions would be fully considered and would be reflected in the
draft to the naxi nrumextent possible when the draft was finalized by the Secretary-
CGeneral of UNCTAD. The Wrking Party woul d conduct its formal consideration of the
UNCTAD section of the proposed programme budget, as approved by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, at the second part of its twenty-ninth session. The
secretariat also agreed to provide, in the near future, additional resource-use
information on the nmenbers of the secretariat and their responsibility and on the
i ndi vidual activities of each division.

8. The Working Party nade several comments with regard to the issue of UNCTAD
publications, and a nunber of broad issues were raised by several countries. On
publications, one view was that comments on specific publications in the work
programme for 1998-1999 coul d best be nmade at the second part of its session when
the results of UNCTAD s review of its publications policy would be known. Anot her
view was that specific publications should not be discussed in the Wrking Party;
they should be taken up by the conpetent body. A proposal was nade to the effect
that the secretariat should conduct a survey of menber States to deternine their
vi ews on UNCTAD publications.

9. The menbers of the Working Party requested the Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTADto
ensure that the amendnents set out in the annex to this summary be i ncorporated into
the revised draft of the proposed programre narrative.
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Annex

1. Add the following to the chapeau of each of Subprogramres
9.1 to 9.4:

UNCTAD | X decided that LDCs will constitute a cross-cutting issue in work of
UNCTAD. I n accordance with this decision, each activity under this Subprogramre
will give priority consideration to LDC issues, and the Sub-programme as a whol e
will provide the required sectoral inputs within its scope to the activities under
Sub- programme 9. 5.

2. Add the followi ng to the chapeau of Subprograme 9.5:

It is noted that the Division for the Least Devel oped, Landl ocked and I sl and
Devel oping Countries has been discontinued as part of the reorganization of the
UNCTAD Secretariat. The inplenentation of the Sub-programme will be coordi nat ed by
the Ofice of the Special Coordinator for Least Devel oped, Landl ocked and Island
Devel opi ng Countri es. In accordance with the outcone of UNCTAD |X, LDGCs will
constitute a cross-cutting issue in UNCTAD s work and the sectoral issues will be
dealt with by the D visions of UNCTAD within their respective mandates.



