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Joint witten statenent submitted by the Franciscans Internationa

and the Wrld Federation of Denpcratic Youth, non-governnenta

organi zations in consultative status (category | the African

Associ ation of Education for Devel opnent, the American Association

of Jurists, France Libértés: Fondation Danielle Mtterrand, the
Internati onal Federation of Human Rights, the International League
for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, the International Mvenent
for Fraternal Union anong Races and Peoples, Pax Christi Internationa
and Pax Romana, non-governnmental organizations in consultative status
category 11 Centre Europe-Tiers Minde, International Educationa
Devel opnent and Movenent agai nst Raci sm and for Friendshi p anbng

Peopl es, non-governnental organi zations on the Roster

The Secretary-General has received the following witten statenent,
which is circulated in accordance with Economic and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).
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1. The submitting non-governnental organizations in consultative status with
the United Nations Economic and Social Council join to express their deep
sense of concern at the events in Chechnya and at the gross violations of

human rights which are being inflicted on the Chechen peopl e.

2. It is well known that in the past days the Russian Government has
threatened to | aunch, once again, a massive mlitary assault on the city of
Grozny, forcing tens of thousands of civilians to flee the city and
endangering their lives and those of the civilians remaining in G ozny.

3. By now it shoul d be abundantly clear that the conflict between the
Russi an Federati on and Chechnya cannot be resolved by force of arns which only
results in the prolongation of the war and of the suffering of the popul ation

4. We appl aud the deci sion taken by the Sub-Conmmi ssion on 21 August 1996
whi ch shows its alarmat the announcenent of the ultinmatum by the comuander of
the Russian forces and calls urgently for an inmediate and | asting cessation
of hostilities, other acts of violence and violations of human rights in that
country.

5. We urge the Chairnman and nenbers of the Sub-Conmi ssion to convey
their concern to the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations, to the
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights and to the Governnent of the
Russi an Federation at the grave consequences of this situation



