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On the occasion of the convocation of the ninth session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel oprnent in Mdrand, South Africa,
wi sh to extend, on behalf of the Chinese Governnment and people, our warm
congratul ations to the Conference.

The worl d economy at present is devel oping along the direction of
gl obalization and liberalization, with growing interdependence between
nati ons. However, the inequitable international econom c order continues to
seriously constrain the econonic devel opnent of devel opi ng countries, |eading
to a widening gap between the North and the South. Being held against this
backdrop, UNCTAD | X is an inportant Conference in the field of the
i nternational economy towards the end of this century. It is ny hope that the
Conference will, through this session, nake new contributions to fostering the
expansi on of world trade, particularly the trade and devel opnment of devel oping
countries, pronoting the South-South dial ogue and North-South cooperation, and
setting up a new international econom c order

As the only intergovernmental body within the United Nations systemfor
conpr ehensi ve revi ew of trade, devel opnent and other related i ssues, UNCTAD
shoul ders a heavy responsibility in the period ahead. As always China wll
attach inportance to, and support, the work of UNCTAD. W are willing to join
in the common efforts with the rest of the world to bring about a stable and
prosperous world econony in the next century.

I wish the Conference a conpl ete success
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