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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. In annex |, paragraph 43, of its resolution 50/227, the General Assenbly
requested the Secretary-General to prepare a study with a conprehensive
assessnment of the current arrangenents for the sessions of the Econom c and

Social Council. The present addendumto the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on
the inpl enentati on of resolution 50/227 exanmi nes the difference in cost between
hol di ng neetings of the Council in New York and Geneva. It should be pointed

out that cost conparisons between New York and Geneva depend on the exchange
rate at the tinme the conparison is nade.

[1. ASSESSMENT OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR SESSI ONS OF THE ECONOM C
AND SOCI AL COUNCI L

2. The three nain costs to be considered are (a) conference-servicing costs,
(b) general services costs and (c) the travel costs of substantive and technica
servicing staff to attend the session
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A.  Conference-servicing costs
3. Shoul d t he Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decide to change its venue to New

York, it is assunmed that 80 meetings with services in six |anguages woul d be
added to the cal endar of conferences in New York together with requirenents for
summary records and in-session docunentation, and that the programre in Geneva
woul d be reduced by the sane amount.

4. A full-cost analysis applying 1997 rates indicates that costs would be
roughly conparable in New York ($1,728,300) and Geneva ($1,690,400) if all the
requi renents were net fromtenporary assistance. This estimate covers the cost
of services in six languages for 80 nmeetings with summary records and 120 pages
(40 docunents) of in-session docunentation. The full cost of pre-session and
post - sessi on docunmentation, which is normally processed in New York, is
estimated at $2, 235, 400.

5. The actual cost woul d depend on whet her the change in venue would increase
or decrease the total conference-servicing costs at the two conference centres.
Thi s woul d depend on whether additional costs for tenporary assistance for
neetings would be incurred in New York, and whether pernmanent capacity all ocated
for the Council in Geneva under the existing arrangenent could be reallocated to
ot her neetings.

6. The total nunber of neetings programmed in New York and in Geneva exceeds
their established capacity, although utilization of pernmanent capacity nmay vary
at different tines of the year and even fromweek to week. However, even though
per manent capacity may be available in New York in July, there is an opportunity
cost involved. The nunber of neetings with interpretation has increased in New
York and decreased in Geneva, and experience in 1996 suggests that it is nore
difficult to accommpdate additional meetings in New York than Geneva.

7. The question of venue therefore needs to be viewed in the overall context
of the cal endar of conferences. Actual costs are minimzed if neetings are
programed to make full use of available capacity at all conference centres. As
t he Economic and Social Council is a principal organ of the United Nations and
has significant conference-servicing requirenents, it provides a ngajor el enent
around whi ch the cal endar of conferences and capacity utilization are planned.

8. At the sane time, nmeeting in Geneva inplies sone additional costs that
woul d not otherw se be incurred, such as the costs of packing and shi ppi ng
docunments and additional reproduction and distribution costs because docunments
are required at both locations. It is anticipated that these costs would be
reduced, however, or even elimnated with the application of new information

t echnol ogi es.

B. General services costs

9. The general services costs include those for the services associated with
t he mai nt enance of the working environnent during the session, nanely, mail

t el ephone, security, information services, and general operating expenses
(cleaning, utilities etc.). These costs have been estimated on the basis of
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standard paraneters and woul d ambunt to $103, 900 for a session of the Council at
Headquarters and $202, 200 for a session in Geneva.

C. Travel of substantive and technical servicing staff

10. For neetings held in Geneva, it is estimated that $258, 200 woul d be
required to cover the travel and subsistence of 16 technical servicing staff, 30
substantive staff from Headquarters and 15 substantive staff away from
Headquarters. For neetings held at Headquarters, it is estimated that $135, 300
woul d be required for the travel and subsistence of 30 substantive staff from

of fices away from Headquarters.

11. In addition, the cost of travel of representatives of the specialized
agencies is also a cost to Menber States and should be taken into account. The
cost of their travel has been estimated at $90,000 for the Council's session in
Geneva and $126,000 for its session at Headquarters.

12. In sumary, the cost estimates of the substantive session of the Counci
are as foll ows:

Headquarters Geneva
(US dol I ars)

(a) Conference-servicing costs (full cost)

- Wthout sunmary records 2 912 700 2 874 500

- Wth summary records 3 963 700 3 925 800
(b) Ceneral services costs, including shipnent 103 900 202 200
(c) Travel costs for substantive and technica

staff servicing the neetings 135 300 258 200

(d) Travel costs for representatives of the
United Nations system agencies 126 000 90 000



