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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. The present report is in response to General Assenbly resolution 50/227 of

24 May 1996, in which the Assenbly requested the Secretary-Ceneral to report on
its inmplementation at the fifty-second session, through the Econom ¢ and Soci a
Counci|l at its substantive session of 1997. The nmandate, in Assenbly resolution
45/ 264 of 13 May 1991, for an annual report of the Secretary-CGeneral on
restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the econom c, social
and related fields is al so subsuned in this report.

2. Section Il of the report summari zes the recommendations with respect to the
i mpl ement ation of resolution 50/227 and provides information on efforts nade by
the Assenbly and the Council on relevant provisions of the resolution.

Section Ill focuses on the Executive Boards of the United Nations Devel opnment
Programe (UNDP)/ United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the Wrld Food Programe (WFP)

[1. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESCLUTI ON 50/ 227

A. Recommendati ons

3. The recomendati ons enumnerated bel ow are made in regard to various aspects
of restructuring and revitalization in the economc, social and related fields.
Ref erences are to annex | of resolution 50/227:

1. Funding of operational activities for devel opnent of the
United Nations system

4. Action could be taken on the proposals contained in reports of the
Secretary- General (A 48/ 940 and A/ 49/834 and others) on the fundi ng of
operational activities for development in the Assenbly and the Council in
accordance with their respective nandates.

5. A systematic review could be carried out on the discussions held in various

forunms on innovative funding sources that could be an additional element for the
provi sion of resources for operational activities for devel opment (para. 17).

2. Ceneral Assenbly

6. I nformal sessions could be encouraged in the formof an open interactive

di al ogue, including with non-governnmental organizations. An assessnent could be
made as to whether these informal sessions should be held throughout the
nmeetings of the Second and Third Committees, as done at the fifty-first session
or should be concentrated in the early parts of the work programre.

Consi derati on needs to be given on howto finance the informl sessions

(para. 19).
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7. The possibilities of streamining the programes of work of the Second and
Third Comrittees could be further explored. The Bureaux of the Second and Third
Conmittees at the fifty-second session could draw | essons fromthe experiences
of the two Bureaux of the fifty-first session (para. 21).

8. Geater efforts could be made to further streamine the texts of draft
resolutions to make them nore focused, concrete and operational. Subm ssion of
joint draft resolutions could be encouraged (para. 24).

9. To enrich and deepen the debate, rather than having a formal debate on each
itemon the agenda, consideration could be given to having discussions on a few
urgent areas w thout excluding the possibility of submtting draft resolutions
under the other agenda itens (para. 27).

10. Consideration could be given to setting relatively short tine limts for
formal statenments to allow for nore di al ogue anong t he del egati ons.

11. Consideration could be given to the scheduling of the resumed substantive
session of the Council before the neetings of the Second and Third Committees in
the fall to enable the Commttees to carry out their sessions without
interruption.

3. Docunentation and related matters

12. Informal executive briefings could be held in accordance with Assenbly
resolution 50/227. The Bureau should, in consultation with the Comrittee,
decide on the itens for the executive briefings (para. 31).

13. Careful consideration needs to be given in requesting additional reports of
the Secretary-Ceneral. Apart fromrestraint in requesting additional reports,
further efforts could be made for an inventory of available information to avoid
duplication (para. 34).

14. Decisions should be made on the reconmendati ons put forth by the Secretary-
General in his reports (A/50/697 and Corr.1, sect. F, and A/51/501, sect. C) on
the sinplification of existing reporting requirenents, in particular, on the
following, taking into account the reports that will be required for the foll ow
up to United Nations conferences (para. 35):

(a) Mandating the presentation of oral rather than witten reports,
particularly in regard to progress reports and reports that are presented on an
annual basis;

(b) Encouraging the subm ssion of a single "consolidated" report on
related topics under a single itemor sub-item of the agenda;

(c) Requesting the Secretariat to conpile for the Council and for each of
its subsidiary bodies a list of docunents nmandated in resol utions and decisions
to be adopted at a given session in order to give nenbers a clear picture of all
docunent ati on requested and to include in the report on the status of
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docunentation for a given session a list of all reports already mandated for the
conmi ng year;

(d) Making increased efforts at biennialization or triennialization of
agenda itens or sub-itens. The Council and its subsidiary bodi es shoul d
consider if, in fact, the mpjority of agenda itens need to be exam ned on an
annual basis.

4. Econom c and Soci al Counci

15. The consideration of poverty issues on the basis of the report of the
Secretary-General (E/ 1996/61), which lead to the Council's Agreed Concl usi ons
1996/ 1, was considered useful. Simlar consideration could be given to other
cross-sectoral themes to ensure harnoni zati on and coordi nati on of the agendas
and work programmes of the functional conmm ssions. The Council may also wish to
make recomendations for further inplenmentation of the recommendations in

par agraph 39 of Assenbly resolution 50/227 (para. 39).

16. The Council will undertake consultations on the theme for the high-Ieve
segment of 1998 with a view to reaching a decision, if possible, during the 1997
substantive session, but not later than at a resumed session in the autum
(para. 53). After reaching a decision on the high-level thene, the Council may
consi der a preparatory process that could include entrusting the appropriate
functional conmm ssion or appropriate body with the task of preparing for the
next high-1evel segment.

5. Relationship between the United Nations and internationa
finance and trade institutions

17. The Assenbly and the governing bodies of the Bretton Wods institutions,
based on the conclusions of the joint exploratory review (see para. 61 bel ow),
shoul d consi der concrete areas and forns of collaboration in the field of
devel opnent-rel ated activities (paras. 86 and 87).

18. The first high-level special neeting of the Council could be schedul ed for
spring of 1998. The high-level neeting could be in the formof an inform

di scussion with a senior-|evel panel selected, inter alia, anong the Chairnen of
the InterimConmttee of the Board of Governors of the International Mbnetary
Fund, the Devel opment Committee of the World Bank, the Intergovernnmental G oup
of Twenty-four on International Mnetary Affairs (Wrld Bank), and the G oup of
Ten (World Bank) (para. 88).

B. | npl enent ati on

1. Funding of operational activities for devel opnent of
the United Nations system

19. In regard to the provision in Assenbly resolution 50/227 that all aspects
of funding of United Nations operational activities should be exam ned by the

/...
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Assenbly and the Council in accordance with their respective nandates (para. 9),
the reports of the Secretary-Ceneral (A/48/940 and A/ 49/834) included anal ytica
assessnments of the inplications on operational activities for devel opment of
various fundi ng mechani sms and of fered proposals thereon. The report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E/ 1997/65/Add.1), in response to Council resolution 1996/42
and Assenbly resolution 50/120, includes an anal ytical assessnment of the

i mplications on operational activities for devel opnent of the recent trends in
core and non-core resources and al so includes reconmendati ons on how to increase
core resources.

20. The Assenbly requested the Council to consider, on an annual basis in the
operational activities segnent, the overall financial picture of the funds and
programes, including the availability of resources, the priorities and
programes agreed upon in the funds and programmes, the adopted targets and
further guidance on priorities, and to make reconmendati ons thereon to the
Assenbly and the funds and programmes. It also requested policy nakers to
engage in the broader issues for devel opnent cooperation (paras. 11 and 60).

21. Annual reports of the executive boards of United Nations funds and
programes include such assessnents. The analytic report of the Secretary-
General drawing the attention of the Council to policy issues prepared in
consultation with the funds and programes (UNDP, UNFPA, UNI CEF, WFP) on issues
arising fromtheir executive boards, including the overall financial picture, is
al so available to the Council (E/ 1997/65/Add.5). The thenme for the 1997 hi gh-

| evel segnment of operational activities for developnent is funding for
operational activities for developnent: inplenentation of General Assenbly

resol ution 50/ 227.

22. The Assenbly requested the Secretary-Ceneral to prepare a report on new and
i nnovati ve ideas for generating funds, to be considered by the Assenbly, on a
priority basis, not later than at its fifty-first session, taking into account
the discussions in the substantive session of 1996 of the Council (see Counci
resol utions 1996/ 42 and 1996/ 48).

23. The report of the Secretary-General (E/ 1997/65), in response to Counci
resol ution 1996/42, includes such an assessnent.

2. Ceneral Assenbly

24. In its resolution 50/227, the Assenbly encouraged the Hi gh-1evel Open-ended
Worki ng Group on the Strengthening of the United Nations Systemto consider
promoting the use of innovative mechani snms, in accordance with the rul es of
procedure of the Assenbly (para. 19). The work of the Wbrking G oup i s ongoing
However, at the fifty-first session of the Assenbly, the Second Committee had
two i nformal panel discussions and four interactive debates on topical issues

i nvol vi ng agency representatives and experts. The topics covered included

gl obal econom c trends and external debt, the review of Agenda 21, climate
change, and devel oprment strategies. The Third conmttee held three dial ogues
with executive heads on drugs, refugees, and human rights. These infornm
sessions gave additional inpetus to a nore focused debate in the Comittee.
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25. The Secretary-Ceneral was requested to provide information on the tota
cost associated with the reports submtted annually to the General Assenbly
under current mandates, so that the General Assenbly may review and take
appropriate action on them (para. 20). The Council will have before it at its
substantive session of 1997 a report on the nmatter and is expected to report to
t he Assenbly subsequently.

26. The Assenbly stated that there was a need to pronbte greater coherence and
conpl enentarity between the work of the Second and Third Committees (para. 21).
At the fifty-first session of the Assenbly, the Bureaux of the Second and Third
Committees net to review their respective progranmes of work in order to
exchange information on the issues discussed in each, to identify potential
areas of overlap or duplication, and to exam ne neans of considering in a nore
coordi nated manner issues related to the followup of the major United Nations
conf erences.

27. The Assenbly also stated that there was a need to consider possible
neasures to allow for the coordi nated consi deration of the report of the Counci
during its session (para. 22). The report of the Econom c and Social Council is
currently considered in four of the Main Conmmttees and in the Plenary. 1In this
regard, consultations between the Bureau of the Council and the Bureaux of the
Second and Third Commttees took place to discuss the coordi nated consideration
of the report. Significant inprovenents have been nade in the structure and
presentation of the report of the Council to better assist the Assenbly inits
del i berati ons.

28. To the extent feasible according to resolution 50/227, the discussions in
t he Second and Third Committees should not comence until after the end of the
general debate in the plenary neetings of the General Assenbly (para. 23). The
di scussions in the Second and Third Committees conmmenced after the end of the
general debate in the plenary neetings of the fifty-first session of the
Assenbl y.

29. The Assenbly suggested that, for issues of a procedural nature, decisions,

i nstead of resolutions, should be used to the maxi num extent possible.

Resol utions should be shorter, in particular as regards preanbul ar parts. The
Bureaux, in reviewi ng the respective agendas, could identify and recommend those
i ndividual itenms or clusters of related itenms that could be effectively

consi dered in omibus resolutions (para. 24).

30. Conpared to the fiftieth session, during the fifty-first session of the
Assenbly in the Second Commttee, the nunmber of resolutions adopted was reduced
from43 to 28. In alnost all cases their length, in particular of preanbular
parts, was shortened. |If resolutions were drafted one or two per agenda
cluster, the nunber of resolutions could be reduced to about 14. This would
lead to a better structured, focused and transparent negotiating process, with

| ess dispersed informal neetings. The Third Committee adopted omi bus

resol utions under the agenda itens on narcotic drugs and followup to the Fourth
Worl d Conference on Wnen.

31. The Assenbly al so suggested that arrangenents in the Assenbly and in the
Counci| for considering the coordination of humanitari an assi stance and speci al

l...
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econom ¢ assi stance to individual countries and regions should be revi ewed
during the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly (para. 25). The Counci
wi Il consider the sub-itementitled "Special econom c, humanitarian and di saster
relief assistance" for two neetings during its substantive session of 1997. The
Assenbly, in its resolution 51/194, wel coned the request to the Secretary-
General by the Council in its resolution 1995/56 that a conprehensive anal ytica
report be submtted to it at its substantive session of 1997.

32. In order to ensure a common approach and cl ear systemw de nandate for

i ssues dealing with special econom c assistance to individual countries, the
Assenbly recommended that each resolution could contain a comon preanbul ar
section, while specificity (individual needs) would be maintained within a
nunber of operative paragraphs (para. 26). This provision could conme into
effect at the fifty-second session of the Assenbly.

33. To facilitate discussions based on an integrated approach to devel opnment

i ssues, the Assenbly stated the possibility of choosing a principal thenme or

t hemes shoul d be explored to focus substantive debate under each "cluster” in

t he agenda wi thout prejudice to the right of delegations to raise any other
specific issue in the debates. Consultations should be held at an early stage,
in an organi zational session of the Conmttee, before the start of its genera
debat e, based on proposals fromthe Bureau for decision, on clustering of the
agenda (paras. 27 and 28). Wile efforts were nmade to further cluster the
agenda in both Committees during the fifty-first session of the Assenbly,
further inprovements could be nade for the fifty-second session

3. Docunentation and related matters

34. As to the provision that the Secretariat and representatives of the
speci al i zed agenci es provi de executive briefings on the matters to be covered
under the itens on the agenda at |east a week prior to the opening of the
Assenmbly (para. 31), five briefings were organi zed by the United Nations
Secretariat and agencies in relation to items on the agenda of the Second
Committee (UNI CEF, UNI DO Habitat, UNESCO and UNCTAD). Oher briefings were
organi zed for the Third Committee by the Secretariat (United Nations O fice at
Vi enna, UNI CEF and the Departnent for Policy Coordinati on and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent) on the subjects of narcotic drugs, crinme prevention and crimna
justice, the involvenent of children in armed conflict, advancenent of wonen and
soci al devel opnent. The briefing by UNI CEF on the mi d-decade revi ew of the
Wrld Summt for Children also related to the Third Conmttee's agenda. These
briefings were considered useful.

35. In regard to the request that the Second Conmttee, in accordance with
resolution 48/162, look early in the session into all aspects related to the

i mprovenent of the working methods of the Conmittee (para. 31), one week before
t he opening of the general debate in 1996 the Chairnan of the Second Conmmittee
convened informal consultations to discuss ways to inprove the working nethods
of the Committee. Aspects discussed included tine limts for interventions,
deadl i nes for subm ssions of resolutions under the various itens, tinely start
of each neeting and proposed themes to focus interventions under clusters or
subclusters of itens, as well as informal briefings and panels parallel to the

/...
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Committee. As a standard part of its work progranme the Third Conmittee held an
informal neeting to discuss organizational issues and proposals for streamining
at the beginning of its session.

36. According to resolution 50/227, greater use shoul d be nade of rel evant
background docunments in the Second Conmittee such as the Wrld Econom ¢ and
Social Survey, the Trade and Devel opnent Report, the Wrld Devel opnent Report
and the World Economi ¢ Qutl ook; in the preparation of the first two reports,
cooperati on and coordi nati on between the Departnent for Econom c and Soci al
Informati on and Policy Analysis of the Secretariat and the secretariat of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnment (UNCTAD) shoul d be enhanced
(para. 32).

37. The World Econonic and Social Survey, and the Wirld Devel opnent Report will
be avail able for the high-level segment of the Council. Wth the announced
consol idation of the three departnents (Departnent for Policy Coordination and
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment, Departnment for Econom ¢ and Social Information and
Pol i cy Analysis, and Departnent for Devel opnent Support and Managenent Services)
and the establishnment of the Executive Committee for Econom c and Socia

Affairs, it is anticipated that the objectives of paragraph 32 will be attained
nore effectively.

38. In regard to the Assenbly's request that continued inprovenent be nade in
order to nmake other reports nore concise and action-oriented and that all
docunent ati on be provided within the specified tinmetables and page limts and in
all official United Nations |anguages (para. 33), reports are increasingly
respondi ng to these recomendati ons and efforts continue to be nmade to have al
docunentation available in time and in electronic form

39. As to the request that the Second and Third Comnittees consider procedura
deci si ons regardi ng requests for reports, including where possible integrated
reports on closely related itens, as well as itens to be inscribed on the
agendas for the next sessions (para. 34), possibilities for consolidation of
sone of the reports that are requested every year should continue to be

exam ned. Recommendations are contained in paragraphs 12-14 above.

40. Finally, as regards requests by both the Assenbly and the Council for
proposals to sinplify existing reporting requirenents, the Secretary-General has
el aborated on this matter in detail in his progress report to the Assenbly at
its fiftieth session (A/50/697 and Corr.1, sect. F) and has reaffirmed the
reconmendations in his report to the Assenbly at its fifty-first session
(A/51/501, sect. C. As part of his reforminitiatives, the Secretary-CGenera
has set a target of 25 per cent reduction in docunentation to be achi eved no
later than the end of 1998.

4., Econom c and Soci al Counci

41. In the followup to United Nations conferences, the Assenbly requested the
Council to ensure the harnonization and coordi nati on of the agendas and work
programes of the functional conm ssions by pronoting a clearer division of

| abour ampbng them and providing clear policy guidance to them |t suggested
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that the Council could periodically organize neetings on specific issues to

all ow for nore dialogue with the chairpersons and the secretariats, as
appropriate, of the functional conm ssions, other subsidiary and rel ated bodies
and the rel evant executive boards. |f an effective and coordi nated fol |l ow up
process suggests the need, then the consolidation of activities of subsidiary
bodi es may be considered (para. 39).

42. The report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to Council's Agreed
Concl usions 1996/1 (E/ 1997/58) addresses a harnoni zed and i ntegrated approach to
i ntergovernnental consideration of poverty eradication. The reports of the
Secretary-CGeneral on nainstream ng of gender perspective and freshwater,

i ncluding clean and safe water supply and sanitation will reviewthe

har noni zati on of the intergovernnental consideration of these issues. The
second part of this request is being pursued in the context of the review of the
Counci |l 's subsidiary bodi es (see paras. 49-53 bel ow).

43. The provision in Assenbly resol ution 50/227 that the Council hold a
substantive session for four weeks in July (para. 40) has conme into effect as of
t he substantive session of 1997

44, Pursuant to the Assenbly's request (para. 43), the Council w |l have before
it at its substantive session of 1997 a study with a conprehensive assessnent of
the present arrangenments for the Council's sessions.

45. According to resolution 50/227, the outcone of each segnent of the Counci
shoul d be strengthened and made nore action-oriented, and resol uti ons, decisions
and agreed concl usions should be inplenented and followed up fully by al

rel evant parts of the United Nations system This process should be nonitored
by the Council and the Assenbly on a regul ar basis, as appropriate (para. 44).

46. The President of the Council may wish to bring the provisions to the
attention of the Council at the commencenent of the substantive session. The
hi gh-1 evel segment is expected for the first time to end in agreed concl usi ons.
The agreed concl usions adopted at the coordination segnent are brought to the
attention of the relevant functional comm ssions and organi zati ons of the
system and a followup report is subnmitted to the Council

47. In regard to the Council's high-level segnent (see paras. 53-56 of
resol ution 50/ 227):

(a) A proposal for a theme for 1998 will be presented to the Council at
its substantive session of 1997;

(b) The report of the Secretary-General (E/ 1997/67) includes all relevant
i ssues to be discussed during the session and has nmade use of inputs fromthe
various pertinent bodies of the United Nations system including concrete
recomrendat i ons;

(c¢) In order to better focus the policy dialogue, the secretariats of the
United Nations, UNCTAD, the Bretton Wods institutions and the Wrld Trade
Organi zation have contributed to the report;
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(d) The outcone of the high-level segnent is expected to be in the form of
agreed conclusions and will be followed up by all relevant bodi es and
organi zations of the United Nations system

48. As to the agreed conclusions of the Council concerning the selection of
cross-cutting themes common to ngjor international conferences and/or the
contribution to an overall review of the inplenentation of the progranme of

action of a United Nations conference (para. 57), the Council, by its decision
1996/ 310, decided that the thenes for the coordination segnent of its 1997
substantive session are as follows: "Minstream ng of gender perspectives into

all policies and programmes in the United Nations systen!' as the cross-sectora
theme and "Fresh water, including clean and safe water supply and sanitation" as
the sectoral theme. The provision that the inplenmentation of the agreed

concl usions of this segnent should be followed up in the general segnent of the
following year (para. 59) is being inplenmented as of the substantive session of
1997.

49. Pursuant to the Assenbly's request that the Council should regularly review
the agenda of its general segnment with a view to discontinuing consideration of
itens that are not relevant to the work of its subsidiary machinery or are
duplicative of items on the agenda of the Assenbly (para. 67), the Counci
reviewed its agenda and decided to reorganize it to delete two itens fromthe
general segnent. On 21 February, the Bureau of the Council net with the

Chai rpersons of the Second and Third Comrittees at the fifty-first session of
the Assenbly to di scuss whether an overlap exi sted between the agendas of the
Counci|l and of the Second and Third Committ ees.

50. Further, the Council will have before it at its substantive session a

docunment containing a consolidation of conclusions and recomendati ons of
subsi diary bodies for consideration and action by the Council (para. 68).

5. Functional and regional comni ssions and expert groups

51. In its resolution 50/227, the Assenbly requested the Council to undertake a
revi ew of the mandates, conposition, functions and working methods of its
functional comm ssions and expert groups and bodies. 1In the case of functiona
conmmi ssions with the primary responsibility for the foll owup and review of the
i npl enentati on of a major conference, the Council was requested to ensure the
coordi nation of their multi-year programmes, in accordance with the agreed
concl usi ons adopted by the Council at its substantive session of 1995 on the
coordinated followup of the results of major international conferences. Such a
reviewis to be conpleted by the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly
(paras. 70 and 71).

52. Pursuant to the request in Council resolution 1996/41, the Secretary-
General submtted a report conpiling updated informati on on the establishment,
ternms of reference, nenbership and conposition, termof office of nenbers,
reporting procedure and frequency of meetings of subsidiary bodies of the
Council and the Assenbly in the economc, social and related fields (E 1996/97).
Further information on the working methods of the functional conm ssions and
expert groups of the Council was al so presented (E/ 1996/97/Add.1). The Bureau

l...
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of the Council has initiated informal consultations in preparation of the review
during the substantive session.

53. The Assenbly al so requested that the role and the working nethods of the
Committee for Programme and Coordinati on shoul d be considered by the High-1leve
Open- ended Working Group on the Strengthening of the United Nations System
(para. 73). At the tinme of submission of this report the work of the Wrking
Group was ongoi ng.

54. I n accordance with resolution 50/227, the Council is to provide for the
review of the regional comm ssions, with a view to strengthening and enhanci ng
their effectiveness as action- and policy-oriented bodies in the econom c¢ and
devel opnent fields with better response to the conditions and environnments
uni que to the specific regions; inproving their coordination with the entire
United Nations system including the specialized agencies, the Bretton Wods
institutions and the regional devel opnent banks; strengthening their active
participation relating to the inplenentation at the regional |evel of the
results of major United Nations conferences; and shall encourage themalso to
undertake their own managenent and functional assessnents towards these ends.
One of the najor purposes of the reviews is to inprove the effectiveness and
efficiency of these bodies by elimnating unnecessary duplication and by
ensuring a better structural relationship anong these bodies and with the
Counci| (paras. 74 and 75).

55. The Council, in its resolution 1996/41, requested the regi onal comm ssions
to continue undertaking their own reviews, as called for in Assenbly resol ution
50/ 227 and to report to the Council at its substantive session of 1997. The
Counci| also decided to take a decision at that session concerning further
action on how to achi eve the objectives set out in paragraphs 74 and 75 of
annex | to Assenbly resol ution 50/227, taking into account the above-nentioned
reviews (E/ 1997/5 and E/ 1997/40 and Add. 1).

6. Inter-agency coordination

56. In the context of the discussions on an agenda for devel opnent, the
Assenbly requested that a close review be nade of the relationship of the
Council with the specialized agencies (para. 79). That topic is under
consideration in the Ad Hoc Wrking G oup of the General Assenbly on An Agenda
for Devel opnent.

57. Pursuant to the request of the Assenbly in regard to the Administrative
Conmittee on Coordination (ACC) (para. 81), the report of ACC (E 1997/54) gives
i nformation on the work of the three inter-agency task forces and on the

I nter-Agency Conmittee on Sustainabl e Devel opnent and the Inter-Agency Committee
on Wnen and Gender Equality, and identifies policy and coordination issues to
be addressed by the Council and the Assenbly.

58. The Assenbly requested that the periodic neetings of all concerned senior
secretariat officials in the econom ¢ and social sectors, under the authority of
the Secretary-General, should continue to be used to inprove coordination and
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performance and that the outconmes of these neetings should be presented on a
regul ar basis to the Council (para. 82).

59. The Secretary-General chairs the Policy Coordination G oup, nmade up of
Heads of Departnments and Offices within the Secretariat as well as the heads of
United Nations funds and programes. Secondly, all United Nations departnents,
of fices, funds and progranmes have been grouped in four principal sectora

areas: peace and security, humanitarian affairs, econom c and social affairs,
and devel opnent operations (see A/51/829). The overall aimof the establishnent
of these new mechanisms is to involve all entities of the United Nations, and
the resulting cohesion will, inter alia, be evident in the reports to the
Assenbly and the Council

7. Relationship between the United Nations and the
international finance and trade institutions

60. Pursuant to the request in resolution 50/227, the Ad Hoc Wbrki ng G oup of
the Assenbly is seized of the question of the strengthening of the relationship
between the United Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions and the Wrld
Trade Organi zation (para. 84).

61. The Joint Exploratory Review called for in paragraphs 86 and 87 of annex |
to resolution 50/227, the purpose of which is to assess nechani sns, programes
and rel ationships at the field, headquarters and intergovernnental levels, is
currently being conducted by the United Nations (led by the UNDP Admi ni strator
in collaboration with United Nations departnments, funds and progranmes), in
cooperation with the International Mnetary Fund and the World Bank. A report
on the status of the reviewwi |l be subnmitted to the Council at its 1997
substantive session and the Assenbly at its fifty-second session. Action to

i mpl ement this provision should follow the above-nentioned revi ew

62. |In order to inprove comrunication and cooperation at the intergovernnmenta
| evel between the Council and the international financial and trade
institutions, the Assenbly requested the Council to schedule periodically a

hi gh-1evel special nmeeting at a tinme proximate to the sem -annual neetings of
the Bretton Wods institutions (para. 88). The Council, by resolution 1996/43
requested the Secretary-General to consult the heads of the financial
institutions by early 1997 in order to explore the possibilities and practica
nodal i ties of scheduling such a neeting. |In February 1997, the Secretary-
General made suggestions to the Managing Director of the International Monetary
Fund and the President of the World Bank on the organi zati on of the neeting.
Consul tations have been continuing with a view to exploring the possibility of
conveni ng the high-level special neeting in the spring of 1998.

8. Secretariat

63. The Assenbly requested that the present structure and functioning of the
Secretariat, including the econom c and soci al departnments and the question of
establishing a post of Deputy Secretary-CGeneral for International Cooperation
and Devel oprment, be considered in the Hi gh-1evel Open-ended Wrking Goup on the

/...
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Strengt hening of the United Nations Systemand in the Open-ended Worki ng G oup
on an Agenda for Devel opnent (para. 89). It also requested the High-level Open-
ended Wrking Goup on the Strengthening of the United Nations Systemto

consi der uniformand maxi rumterns of service for heads of programres and funds
and ot her Council and Assenbly bodies (para. 90).

64. At the tine of subm ssion of this report the work of the High-level Open-

ended Wirking Group was ongoi ng. The Secretary-General announced his decision

on 17 March 1997 to nmerge the three Secretariat Departnents in the econom ¢ and
social areas into a single departnent (see A/51/829).

[11. EXECUTI VE BOARDS OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMVE/ UNI TED NATI ONS POPULATI ON FUND, THE
UNI TED NATI ONS CH LDREN S FUND AND THE WORLD FOOD
PROGRAMVE

65. Paragraphs 76 through 78 of annex | to Assenbly resolution 50/227 contain
provisions for the governing bodies of the United Nations programes and funds.

I n paragraph 76 the Assenbly requested that the executive boards consider
adjustnents to their agendas, reporting procedures and format, and that they
revi ew the nunber and scheduling of neetings and sessions, with a viewto
continuing the rationalization of the working nmethods of the boards. In
paragraph 77 the Assenbly asked the governing bodies to describe in their
reports how the overall policy guidance and coordi nation provided by the
Assenbly and the Council had been inplenmented, and to give specific
reconmendations for further action. |In paragraph 78 the Assenbly requested that
the effective participation of observer Menber States and observer States in the
sessions of the executive boards be facilitated and that the arrangenents,
wor ki ng nethods and rul es of procedure be reviewed. The follow ng paragraphs
sunmari ze the efforts nade by the executive boards to respond to these
reconmendat i ons.

A, Nunber and scheduling of neetings and sessions

66. The UNDP/ UNFPA Executive Board has held its first regular session

(13-17 January), its second regul ar session (10-14 March) and its annual session
(12-23 May). The third regular session is scheduled for 15-19 Septenber. The
Board holds informal neetings, briefings and consultations between and during
sessions to deal with difficult issues, thereby facilitating formal discussions
at the sessions. The Executive Board has kept its |ong-standing tradition of
reachi ng consensus on all deci sions.

67. At its third regular session of 1996, the UN CEF Executive Board di scussed
the scheduling of its 1997 sessions, with several del egations suggesting that

t he nunber of regul ar sessions be reduced fromthree to two, elimnating the
sessi on schedul ed for March. The Board agreed to shorten the second regul ar
session to two days and will again address the subject when deciding on its 1998
programe of work. The Executive Board has a | ong-standing tradition of
reachi ng consensus on all decisions. To save tine, nost decisions are arrived
at through informal negotiations between interested del egations, w thout



A 52/ 155
E/ 1997/ 68
Engl i sh
Page 14

resorting to formal drafting sessions requiring interpretation and ot her
conf erence services

68. Since the launch of the Managenent Excellence Programme in 1995, the UN CEF
secretariat has convened a series of inter-sessional and informal neetings on
progress made in order to benefit fromthe gui dance of Board nenbers. In
addition to managenent excellence, the neetings have covered a w de range of

i ssues of particular concern to Board nmenbers. By providing information and
pronoting di al ogue, these informal neetings facilitated discussion and deci si on-
nmaki ng during formal sessions.

69. The secretariats of UNICEF and UNDP consult about the scheduling of the two
Executive Boards' sessions, which usually take place consecutively in order to
avoi d overlap. The secretariat has begun to schedule the pre-Board information
neetings sone weeks before each session to allow nore tine for foll ow up

consul tation between New York del egations and their capitals and between

del egations and the secretariat.

70. The WFP Executive Board agreed at its third regular session of 1996 to the
following pattern of neetings with a view to enhancing efficient and effective
gover nance:

(a) Fornmal Executive Board's sessions conposed of annual session, regular
sessions and resuned and/ or ad hoc sessions of the Board;

(b) Consultations on resources (in principle, twice a year);

(c) Open-ended information neetings preceding each formal session of the
Boar d;

(d) Meetings of the Executive Board's working groups.

B. Agendas and organi zation of work

71. For the first time, in January 1997, the UNDP/ UNFPA Executive Board adopted
a work plan for the whole year, with a nore defined specialization of its
sessions (organi zational matters, thematic di scussions, strategic and policy-
maki ng documents and budgetary and financial matters).

72. 1n 1997, the UNI CEF Executive Board has some 33 itenms on its programe of
work for the year, organized into one annual (2-6 June) and three regul ar
sessions (20-24 January, 18-19 March and 9-12 Septenber). The Board agreed on
t he assignment of the agenda itens at its third regul ar session of 1996, on the
basis of clustering of related itens.

73. The Bureau of the WP Executive Board, in consultation with the Executive
Director, may anmend the provisional agenda for the forthcom ng sessions provided
in the programme of work for the subsequent year. At its third regular session
of 1996, the Executive Board decided as a general principle that the programe
of work for the follow ng year, together with the sequence and tentative
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schedul e of sessions, pre-session briefings and of its working groups (if any
were established), would be approved at its last regular session of each year

C. Participation of observers

74. The UNDP/ UNFPA Executive Board di scussions nornmally do not include witten
statenments and are characterized by a spirit of dialogue, in which nenbers and
observers participate.

75. As required by Assenbly resolution 48/ 162 and the Rules of Procedure of the
UNI CEF Executive Board, observer del egations have the right of participation in
all formal and informal neetings and, on indication in the United Nations
Docunents Distribution List, receive all docunmentation

76. Menbers of FAO or the United Nations who are not nmenbers of the WP
Executive Board are notified of forthcom ng sessions of the Board and are

i nvited upon request to attend the annual session of the Board as observers.
Those nenbers who express a special interest would also be invited, upon
request, to attend regul ar sessions of the Board as observers. In addition
representatives of appropriate United Nations bodies would be invited to al
sessions of the Board. Oher organizations with a special interest may be

i nvited, upon request, to attend sessions of the Board.

D. Reporting and docunentation

77. At its third regular session of 1996, the UNDP/ UNFPA Executive Board
adopt ed deci sion 96/45 on docunentation which, inter alia, established strict
page limts for docunents to be submitted to the Executive Board and decided, in
accordance with CGeneral Assenbly resolution 50/206, that documents nust be
submtted to the Ofice of Conference and Support Services 10 weeks before the
start of the session.

78. The UNI CEF secretariat is working continuously to inprove the use of tine
during each session and, in consultation with the Board and Bureau, is working
to rationalize the reports presented at each session. |In keeping with Assenbly
resol utions 50/ 11 and 50/ 206, page limts and deadlines for docunents have been
established and, with few exceptions, are net by the secretariat. In addition
the Board and secretariat have established an e-mail list server to facilitate
comuni cation between the secretariat and del egations. The secretariat is in
the process of establishing an Internet site, accessible to delegations using a
password, to post copies of official docunentation, again in keeping with the
Board' s deci si ons.

79. Docunentation prepared by the secretariat for the WFP Executive Board will
be kept brief and decision-oriented and will include, where applicable, elenments
of draft decisions requested of the Board, and reference to WP focal point
officers. At the end of the session, a paper containing all decisions and/or
reconmendations is provided to Board representatives for verification. A brief
sunmary of the discussion will be prepared by the Rapporteur, to be endorsed by
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the Board at its first subsequent session. Docunentation of the Executive Board
shoul d be avail abl e upon request, to any nmenber of WP.

80. Since the 1996 third regul ar session, all Board docunents are posted on the
WFP I nternet website when available in all the Board's official |anguages, with
an access password available to all WP nenbership. An open-ended training
course clustered by | anguage was organi zed for that purpose |ast March. Page
[imts were set in 1996 for different categories of docunents, and efforts
continue to be nade to standardize formats that facilitate the reading.

E. Rules of procedure

81. The working group on rules of procedure for the UNDP/ UNFPA Executive Board,
established at the end of 1996, conpleted its review of new rul es of procedure
in February for subm ssion to the annual session of the Board for adoption

82. Immediately followi ng the adoption of Assenbly resol ution 48/ 162, the
UNI CEF Executive Board revised its Rules of Procedure to take account of the
resol ution's provisions.

83. The WFP Executive Board at its first regular session of 1996 agreed to use
the rul es provided by Assenbly resol ution 48/ 162 and, when insufficient, to
apply the Rul es of Procedure of the forner governing body, the Commttee on Food
Aid Policies and Programmes. The Executive Board will revise the resulting

Rul es of Procedure as it deens necessary and useful with a view to codifying
them after a suitable period of operation

84. In addition to the powers conferred upon the President of the Board by the
Rul es of Procedure, the Board decided that:

(a) Pro forna statenents and prepared speeches from nenbers of the Board
shoul d be discouraged. |If a special guest is invited to address the Board,
he/ she shoul d make a contribution to a specific agenda item

(b) The debate shall be confined to the question before the Executive

Board, and the President may propose a limtation on the time to be allowed to
representatives and to the Secretariat for providing answers/clarification



