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Draft resolution subnmitted by the Chairnman of the Conm Ssion
on the basis of infornal consultations

Sci ence _and technol ogy for devel opnent

The Econom ¢ _and Soci al _Counci

Recogni zing the role of the Conmm ssion on Sci ence and Technol ogy for
Devel opment (CSTD) as a forumfor the exam nation of science and technol ogy
qguestions, for inproving understandi ng of science and technol ogy policies for
devel opnent and for the fornul ation of recomrendati ons and gui del 1 nes on
science and technology matters within the United Nations system all in
relati on to devel opnent,

Recogni zing further that the Conmmission, in carrying out its work
shoul d pay special attention to the needs and requirenents of devel opi ng
countries, in particular the | east devel oped countries and | and-|ocked and
smal | island devel oping States, and that it should also take into
consideration the rel evant problens of countries with economes in transition,

Taking note with appreciation of the report prepared by the Wrking
Goup on Information and Communi cation Technol ogi es for Devel opnent ! of the
Comm ssi on, and the concl usi ons and reconmmendati ons contai ned therein

Recogni zing that the social and economc potential of information and
communi cation technol ogies is enormous, and that the risks for those w thout
the capabilities to access, design, produce and use the new products and
service applications may |lead to their narginalization fromactive
participation in the gl obal econony,

Noting with satisfaction the report on the scientific and technol ogi ca
aspects of sustai nabl e energy systens, Z

Noting with satisfaction the report by the Gender Advisory Board on its
work, as summarized in docurment E/ CN 16/1997/8, paras. 19-22,

Noting with satisfaction that the science, technol ogy and i nnovation
policy (STIP) reviews directed at a broad spectrum of sectors, including
I ndustry, social sectors and government itself, have started, that one review
has al ready been conpleted, that another is under way and that a third is
awai ting fi nancing,

Noting also the other relevant docunentation subnmitted to CSTD for
consideration at its third session, 3 4

Noting further that the fourth session of the Commission is schedul ed
to take place 20 years after the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technol ogy for Devel oprent held in Vienna, and further recognizing that there
is a need to define a new vision and to enhance continuously the role for the
United Nations systemin the area of science and technol ogy for devel opnent,

Recal ling the decision on its working methods taken by the Comm ssion on
Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opment at its second session and ratified by

1 E/ ON. 16/ 1997/ 4.
2 E/ ON. 16/ 1997/ CRP. 1
8 E/ O\ 16/1997/2, 3, 5 - 7

4 E/ON. 16/1997/CRP 1 - 6
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t he Econom ¢ and Social Council, °

Recogni zi ng  that enhanced transparency and accountability are essenti al
for the efficient and effective functioning of the Conm ssion,

VWl coming the UNESCOinitiative in holding a Wrld Sci ence Conference in

1999 to strengthen the comm tnent of countries to scientific research and
devel opnent in the service of societal progress,

Activities as followup to the earlier work of the Conm Ssion

Informati on and comuni cation technologies (ICT) for devel opnent

1. Recommends that each devel oping country and country in transition
establish a national ICT strategy taking into account, inter alia, the
gui del i nes proposed by the CSTD Wirking G oup on Informati on and Commruni cati on
Technol ogi es for Devel opnent; where such strategies al ready exist, they could
be reviewed in the |light of these guidelines;

2. Recommrends that action be taken by national CGovernnents to
establish a task force or conmission or to ensure that an existing entity be
charged with the design of the national ICT strategy;

3. Invites countries, in order to facilitate the exchange of
experi ences anong themat the international and regional levels, to prepare a
report on their ICT strategies for the next session of the Conmm ssion in 1999
this report should include the priorities of each national |CT strategy, the
mechani sns for updating, and the procedures for inplenmenting the strategy; to
enhance the value of the reports, consideration mght be given to the
organi zati on of workshops, all of these to be financed from extra-budgetary
resour ces;

4. Invites relevant bodies of the United Nations systemto assess
their capability to provide assistance and pronote cooperation in the ICT
area and to suggest areas in which they are best able to assist devel opi ng
countries and countries in transition in the design and inpl ementation of
their national ICT strategies

5. Requests the secretariat of the Conm ssion to synthesize the
results of these assessnments and, within existing resources, to hold an
i nter-agency meeting in cooperation with the Conmssion to review this
synt hesi s;

6. Invites Covernnents, the public and business sectors, academ a and
NG3s in industrialized countries to engage in technol ogi cal cooperation
activities with counterparts in developing countries and countries in
transition in order to facilitate their access, encourage the use, production
and devel opnent of ICTs and to ensure their effective participation in
building the G1;

7. Requests the CSTD to identify an independent institute to prepare
a study for the next session of the Comm ssion on new fornms of resource
generation, involving ICTs, which may support social and econom c devel opnent
priorities;

STI P revi ews

8. Decides that the Conm ssion organize a workshop conparing the
experiences in STIP or STIP-like reviews in devel oping countries and countries
intransition, in order to stinulate a | earning process in these innovative

ECOSCC  decision 2/101: Wrking nethods of the Conmission o n
Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opnent . ECOSCC regul ar sessi on
July 1995.
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efforts, subject to the availability of extra-budgetary resources;

9. Recommends the continuation of cooperation between the Comm ssion
and UNCTAD on the STIP revi ews;

Common vision of the future of science and technol ogy for devel opnent

10. Recommends that the Comm ssion, in the formof expert group
nmeetings, carry out a programme of preparation as outlined in the report of
the neeting of the preparatory working group for this subject, held on 20-21
Decenber 1996 in Geneva, taking into account regional inputs

Cender Advi sory Board

11. Requests the Gender Advisory Board to continue its work as
reported, in collaboration with all relevant organizations, in particular
those within the United Nations system

New substantive thene and other activities

12. Decides that the substantive thene for the inter-sessional period
1997-1999 will be “Science and technol ogy partnershi ps and networking for
national capacity-building”. This will include North-South as well as South-
Sout h partnershi ps and networks invol ving, inter alia, enterprises,
educati onal bodies, research institutions, governmental science and technol ogy
departnents and other actors in the field of science and technol ogy,w th
particular attention to be paid to biotechnol ogy and energy;

13. Decides further to hold a panel meeting on biotechnol ogy and its
i mpact on devel oprment, bringing together country experts and those from
rel evant institutions and United Nations agencies working on this subject, in
order to identify critical issues relevant to devel opnent not sufficiently
covered by existing fora, with particular attention to food production, and
recomrend how further work on these issues might be undertaken

Budget and inter-sessional activities

14, Recommends that in any future sessions of the Conmission the
report on the budget and inter-sessional activities of the Comm ssion be
consi dered under a separate agenda item

Coordi nation of science and technol ogy for

devel opnent _in the United Nations system

15. Decides that the CSTD secretariat be requested to study the
possibility of setting up, in collaboration with other United Nati ons bodi es,
I ncl udi ng regi onal conm ssions, an electronic network on their activities in
sci ence and technol ogy for devel opment, nmaking this network w dely accessible
to science and technol ogy institutes around the worl d;

16. Further decides that, in order to pronote better interaction with
Uni ted Nations bodies, especially the regi onal comm ssions, the CSTD give
consideration to including suitably qualified menbers of these bodies in the
wor ki ng groups of the Conm ssion; in addition, neetings of the CSTD working
groupglnight be held in the offices of the regional conmmi ssions whenever
possi bl e;
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Coalition of resources

17. Recommrends that a workshop be convened by the Conmission to
provide a forumfor coalition of resources, particularly in relation to |ICTs.



