UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
GENERAL

A S-19/17
3 June 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Ni net eent h speci al session
Agenda item 8

OVERALL REVI EW AND APPRAI SAL OF THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
AGENDA 21

Contribution of the Comm ssion on Human Settl enents
to the special session

Not e by the Secretary-Genera

1. Inits resolution 51/181 of 16 Decenber 1996, the General Assenbly wel conmed
the outcone of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11),
held at Istanbul from3 to 14 June 1996, and its relevance to the field of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, and invited the Conm ssion on Human Settlenents to make
a contribution to the special session in connection with the inplenmentation of
the Habitat Agenda®' adopted in Istanbul

2. The Conmission, inits resolution 16/24 of 7 May 1997 (see annex 1),
requested the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) to submit his report (see annex Il) to the Genera
Assenbly at its special session. The Conmi ssion also requested its Chairman to
submt the text of Comm ssion resolution 16/24 to the Assenbly.

Not es

1 A/ CONF. 165/ 14, chap. |, resolution 1, annex Il
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Annex |

COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS RESOLUTI ON 16/ 24,
ADOPTED ON 7 MAY 1997

Speci al session of the General Assenbly for the
pur pose of an overall review and appraisal of
the inplenentation of Agenda 21

The Comm ssion on Human Settl enents,

Recal ling the outcones of the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 11), in particular, the Istanbul Declarati on on Human
Settlenents and the Habitat Agenda,® and of the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnment and Devel opnment, in particular, Agenda 21,32

Recal | ing General Assenbly resolution 47/190 of 22 Decenber 1992, which
urged CGovernnments and bodies of the United Nations systemto ensure effective
followup to the Rio Declaration on Environnent and Devel opnent and Agenda 21

Awar e that rapid urbanization, the concentration of the urban population in
large cities, the spraw of cities into w der geographical areas and the rapid
growm h of nmegacities are anong the nost significant transformations of hunman
settl enments,

Noting that by the year 2005 the majority of the world s population wll
[ive in urban areas,

Enphasi zi ng that urban areas will strongly influence the world in the
twenty-first century and that urban and rural populations will be increasingly
i nterdependent in their econom c, environnmental and social well-Dbeing,

Convi nced that urban settlenments, properly planned and nmanaged, hold a
prom se for human devel opment and for the protection of the world' s natura
resources through their ability to support |arge nunbers of people while
l[imting their inpact on the natural environnment,

Concerned that many cities are w tnessing harnful patterns of grow h,
producti on and consunption, |land use, nobility and the degradation of their
physi cal structure, and noting that such problens are often synonynous with
soil, air, and water pollution, the waste of resources and destruction of
natural resources,

1 Report of the United Nations Conference on Hunman Settl enents
(Habitat 11), Istanbul, 3-14 June 1996 (A/ CONF.165/14), chap. |, resolution 1
annexes | and |1

2 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. | (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.93.1.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, annex II
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Reaffirm ng that sustainable devel opnent is essential for human settlenents
devel opnent and gives full consideration to the needs and necessities of
achi eving econonmic grow h, social devel opnent and environnental protection,

Awar e t hat sustainabl e urban devel opnent requires a consideration of the
carrying capacity of the entire ecosystem supporting such devel opnent, i ncluding
the prevention and mtigation of adverse environnental events occurring outside
urban areas,

1. Calls on the General Assenbly at its special session for the purpose
of an overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21 to take
into account the nmessage of the Habitat Agenda and the Istanbul Decl aration
nanely, that urgent action in cities and human settlenments is necessary in order
to secure sustai nable human settl enents and safe and healthy |iving conditions,
especi ally for urban popul ations, recognizing the inpact of urbanization on all
sectors of sustainable human settl enents;

2. Invites all relevant specialized agencies and rel ated organi zati ons of
the United Nations system and the Bretton Wods institutions, to strengthen and
adjust their activities, programes and nediumterm strategies within their
mandat es, as appropriate, to take into account the followup to Habitat 11
particularly at the field |l evel. Relevant governi ng bodi es shoul d exam ne their
rel evant policies, programes, budgets and activities;

3. Requests the Executive Director to pronote cooperation and exchange of
i nformati on between the United Nations Centre for Human Settl enments (Habitat)
and the Departrment for Policy Coordination and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment in order
to informtheir intergovernnental machinery of their respective inputs in
addressing the questions of sustainable human settl enents devel opnent;

4. Requests the Executive Director to submit his report on the
i npl erent ati on of Agenda 21,3 together with the coments nade on it by the
Conmi ssion, to the General Assenbly at its special session for the purpose of an
overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21

5. Requests the Chairman of the Conm ssion on Human Settlenents to submt
the present resolution to the General Assenbly at its special session.

3 HS/ ¢/ 16/ 15 and Corr. 1.
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Annex |1

REPORT OF THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE UNI TED
NATI ONS CENTRE FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS ( HABI TAT)
ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF AGENDA 21*

Sunmmar y

The present report has been prepared pursuant to General Assenbly
resol ution 47/190 of 22 Decenber 1992, in which the Assenbly urged Governnents
and bodies of the United Nations systemto give effective followup to the R o
Decl arati on on Environment and Devel opnent and Agenda 21, and to Conmm ssion on
Human Settlenments resolution 15/12 of 1 May 1995, in which the Comm ssion
requested the Executive Director, within avail able resources, to expand further
the Centre's coordinating role in the inplenentation of the parts of Agenda 21
relating to human settlements and to report on the results of such coordination
to the Conmission at its sixteenth session. The report summarizes the
activities of the Centre and its partners in the pursuit of these objectives
within the context of its work programme and its ongoing responsibilities as
task manager for the inplenentation of the human settl enents conponent of
Agenda 21.

In paragraph 13 of its resolution 51/181 of 16 Decenber 1996, entitled
"Special session for the purpose of an overall review and apprai sal of the
i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21", the General Assenbly wel coned the outcone of the
second United Nations Conference on Hunman Settlenments (Habitat I1) and its
rel evance to sustainabl e devel opnent, and called for effective interaction and
exchange of information on the work of the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
and the Commi ssion on Human Settlements. It also invited the Conm ssion on
Human Settlenents to contribute to the special session of the General Assenbly
in connection with the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda adopted in |stanbul
In addition, by paragraph 14 of resolution 51/177 of 16 Decenber 1996, on
i mpl ement ation of the outcome of Habitat 11, the General Assenbly recomrended
that, at its special session, the Assenbly should give due attention to the
i ssue of human settlements in the context of sustainabl e devel opnent.

Accordingly, the views and decision of the Comm ssion on the attached
report will be submitted to the special session of the General Assenbly,
pursuant to the provisions of the two above-nentioned resol utions of the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-first session

* Oiginally issued under the synmbol HS/ C/16/15 and Corr. 1.
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