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Letter dated 2 June 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

| have the honour to bring to your attention the statement on the transfer
of power in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo issued on 22 May 1997 by the
Presi dency of the European Union.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under item 82 of the
prelimnary list, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of
t he Net herl ands
to the United Nations

* A/ 52/50.
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English]
Statenent on the transfer of power in the Denocratic

Republic of the Congo issued on 22 May 1997 by the
Presi dency of the European Union

The European Uni on was encouraged by the fact that the change in Governnent
i n Kinshasa took place without wi despread fighting. 1In this context it recalls
the untiring diplomatic efforts of the United Nations, the O ganization of
African Unity and African countries, in particular South Africa, as well as
t hose of the European Union Special Envoy, to find a peaceful solution to the
conflict. At the sane tine, it regrets the loss of Iife which occurred
t hr oughout the conflict.

The European Uni on expresses the hope that the transitional CGovernnment wll
be as broadly based as possible so as to enconpass the political aspirations of
all the people of the country. The European Union | ooks forward to the
i mpl ementation of President Kabila's commtnents to convene a constituent
assenbly within 60 days and to hold elections within two years. the Union
restates its willingness to support the denocratization process leading to free
and fair elections, which should bring |asting peace, stability and prosperity
for all the people of the country.

The transitional Government has the responsibility for pronoting
reconciliation between all the people of the fornmer Zaire, now the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo. In this regard, respect for human rights and commit nent
to denocracy will be essenti al

The Union recalls that the new authorities are responsible for security
t hroughout the country, including the protection and dignified treatnent of
refugees, |large nunbers of whomrenain in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo.
It is inmportant that the humanitarian organi zati ons have full and unrestricted
access to them The Union attaches inportance to the inplenentation of
M. Kabila's earlier commtnents in this regard and urges himto ensure that
there is full respect for international humanitarian law, and to ensure the
safety of humanitarian aid workers.

The European Union regrets that the investigative mssion of the United
Nati ons Conmmi ssion on Human Rights was prevented fromvisiting the country. It
urges the new authorities to allow the United Nations to carry out its work in
relation to human rights as a matter of urgency and to guarantee it unhi ndered
access to all the regions it wishes to visit.

It is on this basis, and bearing in mnd the huge probl ens of
rehabilitation, as well as of economic and social reconstruction of the country,
that the Union hopes to develop its relations with the Denocratic Republic of
the Congo to help its people pursue their legitinmte aspirations.
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A Presidency-led mssion, including the Com ssion and the European Uni on
Speci al Envoy, will convey the Union's views to the new authorities and, in the
light of their visit, reconmend appropriate next steps, including at the
political level, to pronpte the European Union's objectives in the region.



