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LETTER DATED 2 JUNE 1997 FROM THE CHARGE D AFFAIRES A.l. OF
THE PERMANENT M SSI ON OF YUGOSLAVI A TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter dated 2 June 1997
fromM. Mlan Mlutinovit, Federal Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugoslavia, concerning the extension of the mandate of the United
Nati ons Transitional Adm nistration for Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and Western
Sirm um (UNTAES) addressed to you

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circul ated as a docunment of the Security Council.

(Signed) M adislav JOVANOVI C
Chargé d' affaires a.i

97-14702 (E) 030697 [...
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Annex

Letter dated 2 June 1997 fromthe Federal M nister
for Foreign Affairs of Yugoslavia addressed to the
President of the Security Counci

As you know, by its resolution 1037 (1996) of 15 January 1996, the Security
Counci| established the United Nations Transitional Administration for Eastern
Sl avoni a, Baranja and Western Sirm um (UNTAES) for the purpose of maintaining
peace and security and providing assistance to parties in the inplenmentation of
t he Basic Agreement on the Region of Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western
Sirmum which, in accordance with the Agreenent "shall govern the region during
the transitional period in the interest of all persons resident in or returning
to the Region". By the sanme resolution, UNTAES was given a conprehensive
mandat e consisting of a mlitary and a civilian conponent. The mlitary
conponent of the nmandate enconpasses, inter alia, the demlitarization of the
regi on, overseeing the voluntary and safe return of refugees and displ aced
persons and the mai ntenance of peace and order. The civilian conponent of the
mandat e enconpasses the establishnment of a tenporary police force, the
functioning of the civilian adm nistration and public services, the return of
refugees and di spl aced persons, the holding of elections, as well as other tasks
under the Basic Agreenent. UNTAES should al so nonitor whether the parties
honour their obligations to respect the highest standards of human rights and
fundanmental freedons, i.e., pronote an atnosphere of confidence anmong the | oca
popul ati on.

Under the Basic Agreenment, the transitional period will last 12 nonths and
may be extended to another period of the same duration if so requested by one of
the parties. Since the Serb side has formally sent such a request to the
Security Council, about which the Secretary-General informed the Security
Council in his report of 28 August 1996 (S/1996/705), it is evident that the
transitional period has been extended until 15 January 1998, pursuant to
provi sions of paragraph 1 of the Basic Agreenent.

By paragraph 7 of its resolution 1079 (1996) of 15 Novenber 1996, the
Security Council decided to maintain the United Nations presence in the region
until the end of the extended transitional period, as provided for in the Basic
Agreenent. By the sane resol ution, the UNTAES nandate was extended unti
15 July 1997 and the Secretary-Ceneral was requested to provide to the Security
Council, not later than 1 July 1997, his recommendations for the further United
Nations presence for the six-nmonth period, i.e. until the end of the
transitional period.

In accordance with the above decisions, the Security Council should soon
nmake a decision on the extension of the mandate of UNTAES. It is undoubtedly a
maj or political decision that will be of extrenme inportance, not only to the
full and successful inplenmentation of the Basic Agreenent, but also to the
consol i dati on of peace and strengthening of security in the broader region
Therefore, we consider that the Security Council, as an organ with primary
responsibility for the mai ntenance of international peace and security, wll
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continue to be engaged in the region with full responsibility, fully respecting
the interests of all interested parties.

We are convinced that it is just now, in the period after the el ections,
that the actual transitional period begins, which is of crucial inportance to
uni npeded transition of power, and that it is therefore necessary to ensure the
continued presence, i.e. the mandate, of UNTAES, in an unchanged form until the
end of the transitional period, that is, until 15 January 1998. The presence of
United Nations forces during that period is an additional guarantee that all
problens that may arise in the process of transition of power and authority to
new y established organs will be overcone.

In addition, we profoundly believe that such a decision of the Security
Council will be of outstanding and far-reaching inportance and will directly
contribute to preventing the Serbs fromleaving the region, creating the
conditions for a permanent stabilization of the situation, reducing distrust and
preserving the multiethnic character of the region, constituting |oca
governnent bodies in accordance with the results of the election, constituting
the Joint Council of Miunicipalities, inplenenting the plans for economc
reconstruction and rebuilding of the region with full engagenment of the
i nternational community, defining the cultural and educational autonony of the
Serbs in accordance with European and international standards and resolving, in
a lasting and vi abl e manner, the problens of displaced Serbs fromother parts of
Croatia currently residing in the region

The deci sion of the Security Council on the extension of the mandate of
UNTAES until the expiration of the transitional period provides the best
guarantee for successful and full inplenentation of the Basic Agreenment and
protection of the |local population. At the sanme tinme, it is the best signal to
one of the signatory parties to change its behaviour and instead of pressures
and failure to honour its obligations and resol ve actual problens, finally
undertake concrete nmeasures which would instil nmuch-needed confidence anpong the
| ocal population in the region, ensure its survival and the region's nultiethnic
character. The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia cannot consequently accept the
proposal that after 15 July 1997 UNTAES tasks be assuned by a nonitoring
m ssi on.

Al though not a signatory party to the Basic Agreenent, the Federal Republic
of Yugosl avia has been vitally interested in the Agreenent's inplenmentation so
far and has made a major contribution, since in our view, it is the only
possi ble and realistic basis for the consolidation of |asting peace and ful
nornalization of the situation. |In that respect, it expects, in addition to the
parties directly involved, an active, constructive and tinely engagenment of the
i nternational community.

| would also like to underline that, despite the provision on the duration
of the transitional period, the inportance and rel evant of the Basic Agreenent
cannot be limted in essence or by tinme. It is obvious that the signatories to
t he Agreenent thenselves had that in mnd when they stated in paragraph 10 that
after the expiration of the transitional period "the international community
shall nonitor and report on respect for human rights in the region on a |ong-
term basis", which we rightly expect.
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Finally, full and consistent inplenentation of the Basic Agreenment is the
best guarantor of |asting peace, conprehensive devel opnment and strengtheni ng of
cooperation in the broader region and one of the essential elenments for ful
nornal i zati on of relations between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the
Republic of Croati a.

In view of all above facts, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia expects the
Security Council to make a decision on the extension of the nandate of UNTAES
in an unchanged form until the expiration of the transitional period as a
| ogi cal step, which would be the best guarantee for the preservation of peace
and security as well as full protection of the |ocal Serbian population. It
woul d essentially represent an unanbi guous signal and support of the
international commnity to all parties involved to carry out their activities in
fully inplementing the Basic Agreenent and honour all obligations assuned
unilaterally or otherw se.

I wish to express our gratitude also on this occasion to
M. Jacques Paul Klein, United Nations Transitional Adm nistrator, and al
nenbers of UNTAES for their engagenent so far in their noble m ssion of peace.

(Signed) Mlan MLUTINOVIC



