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ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

H G+ LEVEL COW TTEE ON THE REVI EW
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DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES

Tent h session

New York, 5-9 May 1997

REVI EW OF PROGRESS MADE | N | MPLEMENTI NG THE BUENGCS Al RES

PLAN OF ACTI ON AND THE DECI SI ONS OF THE H GH LEVEL

COW TTEE AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE RECOMVENDATI ONS OF
THE SOUTH COWM SSI ON REPORT

Proposal by the Goup of 77 and China

The High-level Comm ttee,

Reaffirm ng the validity and rel evance of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action
for Promoting and | npl ementing Techni cal Cooperati on anong Devel opi ng Countri es,

Wl coming the Mnisterial Declaration of the 20th annual neeting of
M nisters for Foreign Affairs of the Goup of 77, held in New York in
Sept ember 1996,

Wl comi ng al so the Declaration and the Plan of Action adopted by the
Sout h- Sout h Conference on Trade, Finance and Investnent, held in San Jose, Costa
Rica, in January 1997,

Noting with appreciation the final docunment of the Twelfth Mnisterial
Conf erence of the Movenent of Non-Aligned Countries, held in New Del hi, India,
in April 1997,

Taking note of the report prepared by the Special Unit for Techni cal
Cooper ati on among Devel opi ng Countries within the United Nations Devel oprent
Pr ogr amme,

1. Reaffirns the tremendous potential of technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countries, which has now gai ned w despread acceptance as an
i nnovati ve and effective instrunent of technical cooperation, and urges
devel opi ng countries that have not yet done so to el aborate national policies
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and strategies for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries so as to
give full effect to this form of cooperation

2. Wel cones the discernible efforts nade by both devel opi ng countries and
the United Nations devel opment systemto increase the application of technica
cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countries in devel opnent cooperation and its
increasingly inportant role in bilateral and nultilateral relations, including,
inter alia, the expanded use of capacity and needs-mat chi ng exercises, which
have cul mnated in a significant nunber of bilateral agreenents, as well as
activities related to training, transfer of technol ogy, reconstruction, and the
exchange of experience in various fields within the framework of interregiona
cooper ati on;

3. Notes with appreciation the actions already taken towards the
expansi on of the technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries Information
Ref erral System database into a multi-dinmensional information system including
data on individual experts, institutional capacities, centres of excellence, as
wel |l as replicable best practices in devel oping countries, recognizes the
constraints of the effective use of this database; in this regard, calls upon
the Special Unit for Technical Cooperation anong Devel opi ng Countries to take
steps so that |east devel oped countries can effectively utilize the technica
cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countries Information Referral System

4. Commends the devel opi ng countries that have all ocated resources from
nati onal for technical cooperation anong devel oping countries through bilatera
and multilateral channels, and have made available their institutiona
facilities, expertise and centres of excellence for this purpose;

5. Encour ages devel opi ng countries that have not yet done so to establish
nati onal focal points for technical cooperation anmong devel opi ng countries and
where focal points have already been established to ensure that the focal points
are adequately staffed and al so appropriately equi pped to enable themto
function effectively and efficiently;

6. Reiterates that South-South cooperation should not be viewed as a
substitute for, but rather as a conplenent to, North-South cooperation and, in
t hat connecti on, enphasizes the need to effectively pronote triangul ar
approaches to facilitate South-South programes and projects;

7. Encour ages devel oped countries that already provide support for
techni cal cooperation anmong devel opi ng countries in the context of triangular
arrangenents or through bilateral channels to continue to increase their
financi al support for technical cooperation anmong devel opi ng countries,

i ncluding contributions to the Trust Fund for South-South Cooperation, and calls
upon ot her devel oped countries to do |ikew se;

8. Reiterates the recommendati ons of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for
Promoting and | npl ementi ng Techni cal Cooperation anong Devel opi ng Countries that
international institutions and devel oped countries, in designing, formulating
and executing projects for technical cooperation in devel oping countries, give
priority to the use of |local capabilities, consultancy and expertise and, where
not available, to the technical resources from other devel opi ng countries;
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9. Requests the organizations of the United Nations system including the
regi onal comm ssions, to establish appropriate nechanisns that would facilitate
the incorporation of technical cooperation anmong devel opi ng countries into their
programes and projects and to intensify efforts towards the mainstream ng of
this nodality in the operational activities for devel opnment of the United
Nat i ons system

10. Calls upon organizations of the United Nations system particularly
the United Nations Devel opment Programme, The United Nations Conference on Trade
and Devel oprment, the United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Organization and
ot her rel evant organizations to nmake concerted efforts to assist the devel oping
countries to utilize technical cooperation anong devel oping countries for the
promotion of small and nedi umsized enterprises, which constitute an essentia
conponent in the devel opnent strategies of nost devel opi ng countri es;

11. Calls upon the Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel oprment
Programme to continue efforts to nobilize greater donor support in order to
i ncrease the allocation of resources for technical cooperation anmong devel opi ng
countries including the expansion of the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund's core
capital and support to South Centre in accordance with decision 9/4 adopted by
the H gh-level Conmittee at its ninth session

12. Recommends that the intergovernmental processes of the United Nations
system as well as the High-level Committee foster closer |inkages between
techni cal cooperation anong devel opi ng countries and econom ¢ cooperati on anong
devel opi ng countri es;

13. Recommends that the Adnministrator of the United Nations Devel oprent
Programe, when convening the next meeting of the Hi gh-level Conmttee, take
into account the need to make the session nore interactive;

14. Wl cones the inportant focus that will be given to econom c and
techni cal cooperati on anmong devel opi ng countries in the operational activities
for devel opnent segnent of the substantive session of the Econom c and Soci al
Counci | of 1997, and strongly recommends that the report of the High-Ileve
Conmittee on its tenth session constitute part of the background documents for
the consideration of this item

15. Notes with interest that 1998 will be the twentieth anniversary of the
adopti on of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action and recommends the convening of a
commenor ati ve session of the High-level Committee at the ministerial |eve
during the fifty-third session of the General Assenbly to mark the occasi on and
to nobilize further support for the effective inplenentation of the new
directions strategy for technical cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries;

16. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme
to submt to the High-level Conmttee at its el eventh session a conprehensive
and anal ytical biennial report on the progress made in the inplenmentation of the
Buenos Aires Plan of Action as well as the present decision.



