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LETTER DATED 30 APRIL 1997 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
| RAQ TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

On instructions frommy Governnment, | have the honour to informyou that at
8 a.m on 19 March 1997 two Anerican frigates (33 and 40) were seen conducting
manoeuvres 3 nmiles south of the port of El Bakr. The same day, at 10.30 a.m, a
United States helicopter overflew Iraqi vessels which were close to buoy No. 5.
Al so on the same day, at 11.30 a.m, a United States helicopter overflew an
Iragi fishing boat, the "Diyali", which was also sailing close to that buoy.

| should be grateful if you would intervene with the United States of
Arerica with a viewto halting these repeated acts of provocati on which not only
contravene the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the rules of
i nternational |aw but also constitute a flagrant violation of the sovereignty of
a State Menber of the United Nations.

| also wish to affirmthe legally established right of the Republic of
Irag, in accordance with the principles of international responsibility, to seek
conpensation for the danage caused by these viol ations.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter circul ated as a docunent
of the Security Council.

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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