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Draft decision proposed by the Chairman on
the basis of informal consultations

Gratis personnel provided by Governments and other entities

The General Assembly:

(a) Decides to defer consideration of the report of the Secretary-General
on the gratis personnel provided by Governments and other entities1 and the
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report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
thereon2 to the second part of its resumed fifty-first session;

(b) Requests the Secretary-General, on an interim basis, and pending
consideration of this question and a final decision thereon:

(i) Not to expand the number of gratis personnel currently implementing
mandated activities mentioned in paragraphs 24 to 40 of his report;1

    (ii) In the case of new and/or expanded needs implying urgent requirements
for expertise not available within the Organization, to resort to the
use of gratis personnel with due regard to the importance of
maintaining as wide a geographical basis as possible, for a very
limited and specified period, and, in order to ensure transparency, to
approach all Member States on the possibility of providing that
expertise on a temporary basis;

   (iii) To review the proposed guidelines annexed to his report3 and to submit
a report thereon to the General Assembly before 12 May 1997 for its
consideration during the second part of its resumed fifty-first
session;

    (iv) To update the information provided in his report, including data on
the nationality of gratis personnel and detailed descriptions of the
functions entrusted to them, and to report on any change in the use of
gratis personnel after 31 October 1996 to the General Assembly at the
second part of its resumed fifty-first session;

(v) To submit a comprehensive report before 12 May 1997 on the methodology
and level to be applied to the administrative support costs mentioned
in paragraphs 51 to 66 of his report,1 including their legislative
basis, and, in the interim, to maintain the status quo in this regard.
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     3 A/51/688 and Corr.1, annex I.


