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Note by the Secretari at

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. At its 1996 session, the Committee on Non-Governnental Organizations
reconmended to the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council that the docunentation of the
Conmittee be issued in all six official |anguages of the Council, fromwthin
exi sting resources (see E/1996/102, sect. |, draft decision I11l).

2. Fol l owi ng i nformal consultations, on that draft decision, the Council, at
its resuned substantive session of 1996, had before it a draft decision
(E/1996/L.57) on the matter. |In that draft decision the Secretariat was
requested to prepare for the Council at its organi zational session for 1997 an
assessnent of ways to inplenent the decision within existing resources. Inits
deci si on 1996/ 318 of 20 Novenber 1996, the Council decided to postpone

consi deration of the draft decision contained in document E/1996/L.57 to its
organi zati onal session for 1997

3. The present note provides background informati on on the question and the
assessnent nentioned in draft decision E/1996/L.57. It is submitted to the
Counci|l for its information

* E/1997/ 2.

97-02119 (E) 280197 /...



E/ 1997/ 9

Engl i sh
Page 2
1. COW TTEE ON NON- GOVERNVENTAL ORGAN ZATI ONS
4. The Conmittee on Non- Governnental Organizations was established by the

Council inits resolution 3 (I11) of 21 June 1946 (see E/ 1996/97) as a standing
commttee. The Commttee carries out the functions assigned to it by the
Counci|l in pursuance of Article 71 of the Charter of the United Nations, which
states that the Council "may make suitable arrangenents for consultation with
non- gover nment al organi zati ons which are concerned with matters within its
conpetence". The original terns of reference of the Commttee were set out in
Counci|l resolution 288 B (X) of 27 February 1950, which was superseded by
Counci| resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 25 May 1968. The current terms of reference
of the Committee are set out in Council resolution 1996/31 of 26 July 1996. In
accordance with Council decision 1995/304 of 26 July 1995, the Conmmittee neets
on an annual basi s.

5. The Conmttee was originally known as "the Commttee on Arrangenents for
Consul tation with Non-governmental Organizations (short title: Council NGO
Committee)" (Council resolution 3 (Il1), sect. Il, para. 1) and was conposed of

five nenbers. It now has 19 nenbers (Council resolution 1981/50 of 20 July 1981
and rule 80 of the rules of procedure of the Council (E/5715/Rev.2)). In
Council resolution 1996/31, it is referred to as the "Council Comittee on
Non- Gover nnental Organi zati ons"

[11. DOCUMENTATI ON OF THE COW TTEE
6. Since the inception of the Conmittee, its docunentation has been provided
in English, French and Spani sh, which are defined in rule 32 of the rules of
procedure of the Council as "the working | anguages of the Council".

7. The primary docunents that are considered by the Conmttee at its annua
session are the foll ow ng:

(a) Annotated provisional agenda;

(b) Quadrennial reports submtted by non-governnental organizations in
consultative status with the Council, categories | and Il

(c) Quadrennial reports: followup to decisions taken by the Commttee at
its previous session;

(d) Menoranda of the Secretary-Ceneral on deferred applications for
consul tative status;

(e) New applications for consultative status;

(f) New requests for reclassification of consultative status.



E/ 1997/ 9

Engl i sh
Page 3
V. BUDGETARY CONSI DERATI ONS
8. The vol une of pre-session docunentation for the 1997 session of the
Committee is conservatively estimated at 1,400 pages. It is on that basis that

the statenent of the Secretary-General on the progranme budget inplications of
draft resolution E/1996/L.57 (E/ 1996/L.58) was prepared. |In that statenment the
Secretary-Ceneral indicated that inplenmentation of the draft decision, that is,
provision of all documentation to the Commttee in six official |anguages,
"woul d entail additional conference servicing in 1997 estimated at full cost in
t he ampunt of $860, 700".

9. Assuming that two full nonths would be available for the translation of the
Comittee's pre-session docunmentation, 1,400 pages would increase the workl oad
of the Arabic, Chinese and Russian Translation Services of the Ofice of
Conference and Support Services by approximately 25 per cent over their nmaxi mum
capacity, which is estimated taking into account all avail abl e budget ed
resources. It would be possible, however, to issue the in-session docunentation
of the 1997 session of the Committee in all official |anguages without

addi tional budgetary resources.

10. The issuance of all pre-session docunentation of the Conmttee in al

of ficial |anguages, however, is a matter of another nagnitude and coul d not be
undertaken by the Ofice of Conference and Support Services without additiona
resour ces under section 26E (Conference services) of the programe budget for
t he bi enni um 1996- 1997, which was approved by the Assenbly in its resolution
51/ 222 A of 18 Decenber 1996. The sane probl em woul d, of course, arise in
proposed programme budgets for future bienniunms. A request by the Council for
i ssuance of all documents for future sessions of the Conmittee in all officia
| anguages woul d entail significant budgetary requirenents.

11. The problemis to find a neans of reconciling, on the one hand, the
expressed need of the Commttee to have its docunentation in all officia

| anguages and, on the other, the unavailability in the current biennium of
sufficient resources to acconplish that. The Council is also rem nded of the
provision in the draft decision that its inplenmentation should be within

exi sting resources.

V. CONCLUSI ON

12. The Secretariat w shes to propose a restructuring of the docunmentation of
the Committee in order to reduce it to a volune that could be issued in al
of ficial |anguages wi thout recourse to additional financial resources.

13. Following the pattern used at the recent mgjor United Nations conferences
in the economc, social and related fields for the accreditation of

non- gover nment al organi zati ons, the Secretariat would prepare a summary of each
new application for consultative status and of each new request for
reclassification of consultative status, and would indicate its reconmendation
as to acceptance or rejection of the request. The conplete subnissions from
non- gover nment al organi zati ons woul d be nade avail abl e as requested to the
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Conmittee in the | anguage of submission. A simlar pattern would al so be
established for deferred applications for consultative status.

14. Reports on followup to the decisions taken by the Conmittee at its
previous session, including those on quadrennial reports, would be issued as at
present, but in all official |anguages.

15. The quadrenni al reports of non-governnmental organizations in consultative
status, categories | and Il, would need to be limted in sone manner in order
for themto appear in all |anguages. The Secretariat woul d suggest that

consi deration be given to a limt of two pages nmaxi num for each non-government a
organi zati on.

16. Wth these nmeasures, it should be possible to keep the pre-session

docunentation of the Commttee within alimt of 600 to 700 pages, which would
allow translation into all six official |anguages.



