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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. At its 3rd plenary neeting, on 22 Septenber 1995, the CGeneral Assenbly, on
t he recomendati on of the General Committee, decided to include in the agenda of
its fiftieth session the itementitled "Report of the United Nations Hi gh

Conmmi ssi oner for Refugees, questions relating to refugees, returnees and

di spl aced persons and humanitarian questions"” and to allocate it to the Third
Conmi tt ee.

2. The Committee considered the itemat its 19th to 23rd, 25th, 32nd to 34th
and 36th neetings, from6 to 10, 17, and 20 to 22 Novenber 1995. An account of
the Conmttee's discussion is contained in the relevant summary records

(A C. 3/50/ SR 19-23, 25, 32-34 and 36).

3. For its consideration of the item the Commttee had before it the
fol |l owi ng docunents:

(a) Relevant chapter of the report of the Econom c and Social Council for
1995 (A/ 50/ 3);

(b) Report of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees; 1/

1/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Supplenent

No. 12 (A 50/12).
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(c) Report of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees on the work of its forty-sixth session
(A/ 50/ 12/ Add. 1) ;

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to refugees, returnees
and di spl aced persons in Africa (A 50/413);

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on conprehensive consideration and
review of the problens of refugees, returnees, displaced persons and rel ated
m gratory nmovenents (A/50/414);

(f) Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to unacconpani ed refugee
m nors ( A/ 50/555);

(g) Letter dated 10 July 1995 fromthe Pernmanent Representative of the
United Republic of Tanzania to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General (A/50/275-S/1995/555);

(h) Letter dated 9 Novermber 1995 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the
Per manent M ssion of Yugoslavia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Ceneral (A/C. 3/50/7);

(i) Letter dated 13 Novenber 1995 fromthe Chargé d affaires a.i. of the
Per manent M ssion of Yugoslavia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Ceneral (A/C. 3/50/8).

4. At the 3rd neeting, on 9 Cctober, the Under-Secretary-General for Policy
Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opment addressed the Conmttee (see
A/ C.3/50/ SR 3).

5. At the 19th neeting, on 6 Novenber, the Director of the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees in New York made an introductory
st at enent .
6. At the 33rd neeting, on 20 Novenber, the United Nati ons H gh Commi ssi oner
for Refugees made a statement and addressed questions raised by a nunber of
del egations (see A/ C 3/50/ SR 33).

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF PROPCSALS

A. Draft resolution A/C 3/50/L.17

7. At the 32nd neeting, on 17 Novenber, the representative of South Africa, on
behal f of the Group of African States, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Assi stance to refugees, returnees and di spl aced persons in Africa"

(A/C 3/50/L.17).

8. In introducing the draft resolution, the representative of South Africa
orally revised it by replacing operative paragraphs 25 and 26, which had read:
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"25. Calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral, the H gh Comm ssioner, the
Department of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, United Nations
humani tari an organi zations, the International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies, regional and international financial institutions,
the International Organization for Mgration and non-gover nnent a
organi zations to increase the capacity for coordi nation and delivery of
humani t ari an emer gency assi stance and disaster relief in general, and to
engage specifically in the building of capacity to nobilize effective
regi onal i zed burden-sharing by the H gh Conm ssioner, the Departmnent of
Hurmeni tarian Affairs, United Nations humanitarian organi zati ons, States and
ot hers concerned in respect of asylum relief, repatriation, rehabilitation
and resettlement of refugees, returnees and displaced persons, including
t hose refugees in urban areas;

"26. Requests the Hi gh Conm ssioner to review her general programes
in Africa to take account of the increasing requirements in that regi on and
with a viewto continuing her efforts and expandi ng her activities, within
the context of effective regional burden-sharing with the Departnment of
Humanitarian Affairs, other appropriate United Nations humanitarian
organi zati ons, the Organization of African Unity, other intergovernnental
organi zati ons, regional organizations and governnental and non-governmenta
organi zations, in order to consolidate aid and increase essential services
to refugees, returnees and displ aced persons”

e follow ng text:

"25. Calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral, the H gh Commi ssioner, the
Department of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, United Nations
humani t ari an organi zations, the International Committee of the Red Cross,
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
regional and international financial institutions, the Internationa
Organi zation for Mgration and non-governnental organizations to increase
the capacity for coordination and delivery of humanitarian emergency
assi stance and disaster relief in general, with States and ot hers concerned
in respect of asylum relief, repatriation, rehabilitation and resettl enent
of refugees, returnees and displaced persons, including those refugees in
ur ban areas;

"26. Requests the Hi gh Conm ssioner to review her general programes
in Africa to take account of the increasing requirements in that regi on and
with a viewto continuing her efforts and expanding her activities in close
col l aboration with the Organization of African Unity, regiona
organi zati ons and governnental and non-governnmental organizations in
Africa, in order to consolidate aid and increase essential services to
refugees, returnees and di spl aced persons”

At the 34th neeting, on 21 Novenber, the Conmmittee adopted draft resolution
/50/L.17, as orally revised (see para. 26, draft resolution I).
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B. Draft resolution A/C 3/50/L.18

10. At the 32nd neeting, on 17 Novenber, the representative of the Sudan, on
behal f of CGuinea-Bissau, the Islanmc Republic of Iran, Jordan, Mauritania,
Morocco, Pakistan, the Philippines, Qatar, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic
and Turkey, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Assistance to unacconpani ed
refugee mnors" (A/C. 3/50/L.18).

11. At the 34th neeting, on 21 Novenber, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/ C. 3/50/L.18 (see para. 26, draft resolution I1).

C. Daft resolution A/AC 3/50/L.19

12. At the 32nd neeting, on 17 Novenber, the Secretary of the Conmttee read
out corrections to the draft resolution entitled "Conprehensive consi deration
and review of the problens of refugees, returnees, displaced persons and rel ated
m gratory novements"” (A/C 3/50/L.19), as follows:

(a) In the first preanbul ar paragraph, the word "Recalling" was repl aced
by the word "Noting";

(b) In the second preanbul ar paragraph, the word "al so" was deleted after
the word "Recal ling".

13. At the sane neeting, the representative of the Russian Federation, on
behal f of Arnmenia, Belarus, Denmark, CGeorgia, Germany, Hungary, |cel and,
Kazakst an, Kyrgyzstan, Norway, the Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden and
Ukraine, introduced the draft resolution. Subsequently, Afghanistan, Austria,
Finland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, the Marshall Islands, the Netherlands, Panama
Portugal, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and
Northern Ireland joined in sponsoring the draft resolution

14. In introducing the draft resolution, the representative of the Russian
Federation orally revised it as foll ows:

In operative paragraph 3, the word "returnees” between the words "refugees”
and "di spl aced persons” was del eted and the words "and returnees"” were added
after the words "involuntary displacenment”.

15. At the 34th neeting, on 21 Novenber, the Conmittee adopted draft resolution
A/ C. 3/50/L.19, as orally corrected and revised (see para. 26, draft

resolution I11).

16. After the adoption of the draft resolution, the representative of
Azerbaijan nmade a statenment (see A/ C 3/50/ SR 34).

D. Draft resolution A/C 3/50/L.20 and Rev.1

17. On 13 Novenber, a draft resolution was submtted by Al bania, Argentina,
Arnmenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium Belize, Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, the
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Czech Republic, Denmark, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Gernmany,

CGhana, Greece, Hungary, lceland, lreland, Italy, Japan, lLuxenbourg., Ml aw ,
Monaco, Mrocco, Namibia, the Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Pol and,
Portugal , the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, Rwanda, Sl ovaki a,

Sl ovenia, Solonon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, the United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America and Uruguay,
entitled "Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees”

(A C. 3/50/L.20), which read:

"The General Assenbly,

"Having considered the report of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner
for Refugees on the activities of her Ofice 2/ and the report of the
Executive Committee of the Programme of the Hi gh Conmm ssioner on the work
of its forty-sixth session, 3/

"Recalling its resolution 49/169 of 23 Decenber 1994,

"Enphasi zing the prinmacy of the 1951 Convention 4/ and the 1967
Protocol 5/ relating to the Status of Refugees as formng the internationa
| egal basis for the protection of refugees, and noting with satisfaction
that 130 States are now parties to one or both instrunents,

"Reaffirm ng the purely humanitarian and non-political character of
the activities of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner, as well as the
cruci al inportance of the H gh Conm ssioner's functions of providing
i nternational protection to refugees and seeking solutions to refugee
pr obl ens,

"Commendi ng the Hi gh Commi ssioner and her staff for the conpetent,
cour ageous and dedi cated manner in which they discharge their
responsibilities, paying tribute to those staff nmenbers who have endangered
or lost their lives in the course of their duties, and enphasizing the
urgent need for effective neasures to ensure the security of staff engaged
i n humani tari an operations,

"Distressed at the continued suffering of refugees for whoma sol ution
has yet to be found, and noting with deep concern that refugee protection
continues to be jeopardized in many situations as a result of denial of
adm ssi on, unl awful expul sion, refoul ement, unjustified detention, other
threats to their physical security, dignity and well-being and failure to
respect and ensure their fundanental freedons and human rights,

2/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Suppl enent
No. 12 (A/50/12).

3/ | bid., Supplenent No. 12A (A/50/12/Add.1).
4/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545

/ I bid., vol. 606, No. 8791.
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"Wl comi ng the continuing strong commtnment of States to providing
protecti on and assi stance to refugees and the val uabl e support extended by
Governments to the Hi gh Comm ssioner in carrying out her humanitarian
tasks, and commendi ng those States, particularly the |east devel oped and
those hosting mllions of refugees over |ong periods of time, which,
despite severe econom c, devel opnent and environnmental chall enges of their
own, continue to admt |arge nunbers of refugees into their territories,

"Concerned that statel essness, including the inability to establish
one's nationality, may result in displacenent, and stressing, in this
regard, that the prevention and reduction of statel essness and the
protection of statel ess persons are inportant also in the prevention of
potential refugee situations,

"1. Strongly reaffirnms the fundanental inportance of the function of
the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees of
providing international protection to refugees and seeking solutions to
refugee problens, and the need for States to cooperate fully with the
Ofice in order to facilitate the effective exercise of that function;

"2. Calls upon all States that are not yet party to accede to, and
all States to inplenment fully, the 1951 Convention and its 1967 Protoco
relating to the Status of Refugees, and rel evant regional refugee
instruments, as applicable, for the protection of refugees;

"3. A so calls upon all States to uphold asylum as an indi spensabl e
instrument for the protection of refugees, to safeguard the right to seek
and enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution and to ensure respect
for the principles of refugee protection, including the fundanenta
principle of non-refoul ement, as well as the humane treatnent of asylum
seekers and refugees in accordance with internationally recognized human
rights and humani tarian nor ms;

"4, Reaffirns the continued inportance of resettlenent as an
i nstrument of protection;

"5. Reiterates its support for the role of the Ofice of the High
Conmmi ssioner in exploring further measures to ensure internationa
protection to all who need it, consistent with fundanental protection
principles reflected in international instrunents, and | ooks forward to the
i nformal consultations of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner on the
subj ect ;

"6. Calls for a nore concerted response by the internationa
community to the needs of internally displaced persons and, in accordance
with its resolution 48/116, reaffirms its support for the H gh
Conmi ssioner's efforts, on the basis of specific requests fromthe
Secretary-General or the conpetent principal organs of the United Nations
and with the consent of the State concerned, and taking into account the
conpl ementarities of the nandates and expertise of other rel evant
organi zations, to provide humanitarian assi stance and protection to such
per sons, enphasizing that activities on behalf of internally displaced
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persons must not undermine the institution of asylum including the right
to seek and enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution

"7. Reiterates also the relationship between safeguardi ng human
rights and preventing refugee situations, recognizes that for States to
fulfil their humanitarian responsibilities in reintegrating returning
refugees and in addressing sone of the causes of refugee novenments, an
effective human rights reginme is essential, including institutions which
sustain the rule of law, justice and accountability, and in this connection
calls upon the O'fice of the H gh Conm ssioner to strengthen its activities
in support of national |egal and judicial capacity-building, where
necessary, in cooperation with the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts;

"8. Reiterates further the critical inmportance of devel opnment and
rehabilitation assistance in addressing sone of the causes of refugee
situations, and also in the context of devel opnent of prevention
strat egi es;

"9. Condemms all forms of ethnic violence and intol erance, which are
anong the maj or causes of forced displacenents, as well as an inpedi nent to
durabl e solutions to refugee problens, and appeals to States to conbat
i ntol erance, raci smand xenophobia and to foster enpathy and understandi ng
t hrough public statements, appropriate |egislation and social policies,
especially with regard to the special situation of refugees and asylum
seekers;

"10. Welcones the Platformfor Action adopted at the Fourth World
Conf erence on Wnen, held at Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995, 6/
particularly the strong conmtnment made by States in the Platformto
ref ugee wonen and ot her di splaced wonen in need of internationa
protection, and calls upon the H gh Conmm ssioner to support and pronote
efforts by States towards the devel opnment and i nplenentation of criteria
and gui del i nes on responses to persecution, including persecution through
sexual violence or other gender-rel ated persecution, specifically ainmed at
worren for reasons enunerated in the 1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol, by
sharing information on States' initiatives to devel op such criteria and
gui delines and by nmonitoring to ensure their fair and consi stent
application;

"11. Reiterates that, the grant of asylum or refuge being a peacefu
and humani tarian act, refugee canps and settlenents nust nmaintain their
exclusively civilian and hurmanitarian character and all parties are obliged
to abstain fromany activity likely to underm ne this, condemms all acts
that pose a threat to the personal security of refugees and asyl um seekers,
and al so those that nmay endanger the safety and stability of States, calls
upon States of refuge to take all necessary neasures to ensure that the
civilian and humani tarian character of refugee canps and settlements is
mai nt ai ned, and further calls upon States of refuge to take effective

6/ A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. |, resolution 1, annex Il
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measures to prevent the infiltration of arned el enents, to provide

ef fective physical protection to refugees and asyl um seekers and to afford
the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner and ot her appropriate humanitarian
organi zations pronpt and unhi ndered access to them

"12. Encourages the Hi gh Comnmi ssioner to continue her activities on
behal f of statel ess persons, as part of her statutory function of providing
i nternational protection and of seeking preventive action, as well as her
responsi bilities under General Assenbly resolutions 3274 (XXIV) of
10 Decenber 1974 and 31/36 of 30 Novenber 1976;

"13. Requests the Ofice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner, in view of the
limted nunber of States party to these instrunments, actively to pronote
accession to the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Statel ess
Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness, as well
as to provide relevant technical and advisory services pertaining to the
preparation and inpl enentation of nationality legislation to interested
St at es;

"14. Calls upon States to adopt nationality legislation with a viewto
reduci ng statel essness, consistent with fundamental principles of
international law, in particular by preventing arbitrary deprivation of
nationality and by elimnating provisions that pernmt the renunciation of a
nationality wi thout the prior possession or acquisition of another
nationality;

"15. Reaffirns that voluntary repatriation, when it is feasible, is
the ideal solution to refugee problens, reiterates the right of all persons
to return to their country, and enphasizes in this regard the prime
responsibility of countries of origin for establishing conditions that
all ow voluntary repatriation of refugees in safety and with dignity and, in
recognition of the obligation of all States to accept the return of their
nationals, calls upon all States to facilitate the return of their
nati onal s who are not recogni zed as refugees;

"16. Calls upon all States to pronpte conditions conducive to the
return of refugees and to support their sustainable reintegration by
providing countries of origin with necessary rehabilitati on and devel opnent
assi stance in conjunction, as appropriate, with the Ofice of the Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner and rel evant devel opnent agenci es;

"17. Recalls Econom c and Soci al Council resolution 1995/56 of
29 July 1995 on the strengthening of the coordination of emergency
humani tari an assi stance of the United Nations, and wel comes the decision of
the Executive Comrittee to review in the course of 1996 aspects of that
resolution relevant to the work of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner;

"18. Notes with appreciation the progranme policies established by the
Executive Committee of the H gh Conm ssioner's Programme and underscores
the inmportance of their inplenentation by the Ofice of the High
Conmi ssi oner, inplenmenting partners and other rel evant organi zations in
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order to ensure the provision of effective protection and humanitarian
assi stance to refugees;

"19. Reaffirnms the inportance of incorporating environnmenta
consi derations into the programmes of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner,
especially in the | east devel oped and devel opi ng countries that have hosted
refugees over long periods of time, welconmes efforts by the Ofice of the
H gh Commi ssioner to nmake a nore focused contribution to resolving refugee-
rel ated environnental problens, and calls upon the H gh Comm ssioner to
promot e and enhance coordi nati on and col | aboration with host Governnents,
donors, relevant United Nations organizations, intergovernmenta
organi zati ons, non-governnental organizations and other actors concerned to
address refugee-rel ated environnental problens in a nore integrated and
ef fective manner;

"20. Recogni zes the inportance of the introduction of Russian as an
of ficial |anguage of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the High
Conmmi ssioner in facilitating the work of the H gh Conm ssioner and
i npl enent ati on of the provisions of the 1951 Convention relating to the
Status of Refugees, notably in the Commonweal th of | ndependent States;

"21. Calls upon all Governnments and other donors to show their
international solidarity and burden-sharing with countries of asylum
through efforts ainmed at alleviating the burden borne by States that have
recei ved | arge nunbers of refugees, in particular those with [imted
resources, and to contribute to the progranmes of the Ofice of the H gh
Conmi ssi oner and, taking into account the effect on countries of asylum of
the increasing requirenents of |arge refugee popul ati ons, and the need to
wi den the donor base and to achi eve greater burden-sharing anong donors, to
assi st the Hi gh Comm ssioner in securing additional and tinmely inconme from
tradi tional governnental sources, other Governnents and the private sector
in order to ensure that the needs of refugees, returnees and other
di spl aced persons of concern to the O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner are
met. "

18. At the 33rd neeting, on 20 Novenber, the Secretary of the Conmttee read
out corrections to the revised draft resolution entitled "Ofice of the United
Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees" (A/C. 3/50/L.20/Rev.1), as follows:

(a) In operative paragraph 9, the words "within its nandate and at the
request of the Government concerned" were added after the words "Ofice of the
H gh Comm ssi oner";

(b) In operative paragraph 16, the words "while at the sane tinme
recogni zing the right of States to establish | aws governing the acquisition
renunci ati on or loss of nationality" were added at the end of the paragraph

19. At the sane neeting, the representative of Dennmark, on behalf of the
sponsors of draft resolution A/C 3/50/L.20, as well as Algeria, Bosnia and

Her zegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Costa Rica, Cbote d'Ivoire, the
Dom ni can Republic, El Salvador, the Ganbia, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Kenya,
Lesotho, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Mzanbique, New Zeal and, N caragua, Nigeria,
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Par aguay, Peru, Romania, Swaziland, Togo. the United Republic of Tanzani a,
Zanbi a and Zi nbabwe, introduced the revised draft resolution. Subsequently,
Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Benin, Bolivia, Cape Verde, Chile, Croatia,
Ecuador, Gabon, QGuinea-Bissau, Mili, Milta, the Marshall Islands, Nepal, the
Philippines, Sierra Leone, Surinane, Thailand, the forner Yugoslav Republic of
Macedoni a and Uganda joined in sponsoring the revised draft resolution

20. At the 36th neeting, on 22 Novenber, the Secretary of the Commttee read
out further corrections to the revised draft resolution, as foll ows:

In operative paragraph 9, the words "activities in" after the words "to
strengthen its" were deleted and the words "efforts at" were inserted before the
words "legal and judicial capacity-building"

21. Also at the 36th neeting, the Secretary of the Commttee read out the
foll owing statement of the conference-servicing inplications of the revised
draft resolution (see A/C 3/50/ SR 36):

"Under operative paragraph 23 of draft resolution A/C 3/50/L. 20/ Rev. 1,
the General Assenbly recognizes the inportance of the introduction of
Russian as an official |anguage of the Executive Committee of the Programe
of the H gh Comm ssioner in facilitating the work of the H gh Conm ssi oner
and i npl ementation of the provisions of the 1951 Convention relating to the
Status of Refugees, notably in the Commonweal th of |ndependent States.

"It is assunmed that, as a result of the introduction of Russian as an
of ficial |anguage, the additional conference-servicing requirenments of the
neetings of the Executive Commttee of the Progranme of the High
Commi ssi oner woul d be nmet fromw thin the resources programed under
section 26E of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1996- 1997,
and woul d not require additional appropriations."”

22. At the sane neeting, statements were nade by the representatives of Ukraine
and the Russian Federation as well as by the Chairman of the Commttee (see
A/ C. 3/ 50/ SR. 36).

23. At the sane neeting, following further consultations, the representative of
Denmark further orally revised the draft resolution as foll ows:

In operative paragraph 23, the words "the countries of" were inserted
before the words "the Commonweal th of | ndependent States".

24. At the sane neeting, the Cormittee adopted draft resolution
A/ C. 3/50/L.20/Rev. 1, as further orally corrected and revi sed (see para. 26,
draft resolution V).

25. After the adoption of the draft resolution, the representatives of Turkey,
Si ngapore and Ukrai ne made statenents (see A/ C 3/50/ SR 36).
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[11. RECOMMENDATI ONS OF THE TH RD COW TTEE

26. The Third Conmttee recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the
followi ng draft resol utions:

DRAFT RESCLUTI ON |

Assi stance to refugees, returnees and di spl aced
persons in Africa

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 49/174 of 23 Decenber 1994,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-General 7/ and the report of
the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, 8/

Bearing in mnd the fact that nbst of the affected countries are | east
devel oped countries,

Convi nced of the necessity to strengthen the capacity within the United
Nati ons systemfor the inplenentation and overall coordination of relief
programes for refugees, returnees and di spl aced persons,

Wl comi ng the prospects for voluntary repatriation and durable solutions to
t he refugee probl ens throughout Africa,

Recalling its resolution 49/7 of 25 Cctober 1994, in which it endorsed the
conveni ng of a regional conference on assistance to refugees, returnees and
di spl aced persons in the Geat Lakes region

Taking into account resolution CMRes. 1588 (LXI1) on refugees, returnees
and di spl aced persons in Africa, adopted by the Council of Mnisters of the
Organi zation of African Unity at its sixty-second ordi nary session, held at
Addi s Ababa from 21 to 23 June 1995, 9/

Recogni zing the need for States to create conditions conducive to the
prevention of flows of refugees and displ aced persons and to voluntary
repatriation,

Bearing in mind that the majority of refugees and di spl aced persons are
wonren and chil dren,

7/ A 50/ 413.

8/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Supplenent
No. 12 (A/50/12).

9/ See A/ 50/ 647, annex |
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1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral and the report of

the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees;

2. Notes with concern the effects of political instability, interna
strife, human rights violations, foreign intervention, poverty and natura
di sasters, such as drought, in increasing the nunmber of refugees and displaced
persons in sone countries of Africa;

3. Expresses deep concern at the serious and far-reachi ng consequences of
t he presence of |arge nunbers of refugees and di spl aced persons in the receiving
countries and the inplications for their security, their long-term
soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent and the environnent;

4. Expresses its appreciation and strong support for those African
Governments and | ocal popul ations which, in spite of the general deterioration

of soci o-econonmic and environnmental conditions, as well as over-stretched
nati onal resources, continue to accept the additional burdens inposed by

i ncreasi ng nunbers of refugees and di spl aced persons, in conmpliance with the
rel evant principles of asylum

5. Commends the CGovernments concerned for their sacrifices, for providing
assi stance to refugees, returnees and displ aced persons and for their efforts to
pronmote voluntary repatriation and other nmeasures taken to find appropriate and
| asting sol utions;

6. Expresses its gratitude to the international conmunity for the
humani tari an assi stance it has continued to render to refugees and displ aced

persons and to the countries of asylum and calls upon it to continue to provide
assistance to the mllions of refugees and displaced persons in Africa;

7. Expresses its concern regarding instances, in sone parts of Africa,
where the fundanmental principle of asylumis jeopardized as a result of unlawfu
expul sion, refoul ement, or other threats to life, physical security, dignity and
wel | - bei ng;

8. Wl cones the strengthening of cooperation between the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees and the Organization of African
Unity at all levels, and urges the two organi zations, with rel evant subregi ona
bodi es, United Nations and non-governnmental organizations, the internationa
community and the Governnments concerned, to increase their efforts to address
the root causes, work out strategies and find durable solutions to the probl ens
of displacenment in Africa;

9. Al so wel conmes the initiatives of the H gh Comni ssioner to inplenent
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 49/7, and endorses the Plan of Action adopted by the
Regi onal Conference on Assistance to Refugees, Returnees and D spl aced Persons
in the Geat Lakes Region, held at Bujunbura from 15 to 17 February 1995, as a
framework for solution-oriented approaches to the humanitarian problens in the
G eat Lakes region;

10. Calls upon the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner to intensify its
protection activities by, inter alia, supporting the efforts of African
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Governments through appropriate training of relevant officers and ot her
capacity-building activities, dissemnating information about refugee

i nstruments and principles and providing financial, technical and advisory
services to accel erate the enactnent or amendnent and i npl enentation of

| egislation relating to refugees;

11. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of Governments and for the
i nportant work being done by the Ofice of the H gh Conmm ssioner, United Nations
organi zations, the International Organization for Mgration, non-governmental
organi zati ons and ot her cooperating bodies on the inplenentation of voluntary
repatriation of refugees in Africa, and calls upon the Ofice of the Hi gh
Conmi ssioner, in conjunction with the Organization of African Unity and
Governnment s concerned, subregi onal groupings and other interested parties,
actively to continue to seek sustainable solutions to the refugee problemin
Africa, in particular through facilitating voluntary return in a dignified and
orderly manner;

12. Appeals to Governnments, United Nations and non-governnenta
organi zations and the international community to create conditions that can
facilitate the voluntary return and the early rehabilitation and reintegration
of refugees;

13. Commends the Governnents of the G eat Lakes region and the High
Conmi ssioner on their initiatives to pronote repatriation within the franmework
of tripartite agreements on voluntary repatriation of refugees in the region

14. Encourages the Ofice of the H gh Conmm ssioner to continue to
cooperate with the office of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Rights in the pronotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedons
in emergency humanitarian situations in Africa;

15. Calls upon the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner, in conjunction with
host Governments, United Nations and non-governnental organizations and the
i nternational community, to undertake an early assessnment of the negative
i npacts of |arge refugee concentrations on the host comunities, with a viewto
initiating tinely and concrete neasures to prevent damage and to assist inits
repair, especially damage caused by mass refugee influxes to the environment and
ecosystenms in host countries;

16. Notes with satisfaction the voluntary return of mllions of refugees
to their honel ands foll owi ng the successful repatriation and reintegration
operations carried out by the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner with the
cooperation and col | aborati on of many countries hosting refugees, and | ooks
forward to other programmes to assist the voluntary repatriation of all refugees
in Africa,

17. Expresses its concern about the long stay of refugees in certain
African countries and calls upon the H gh Conm ssioner to keep under review her
programes in those countries, taking into account the increasing requirenents
t here;
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18. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Ceneral, the Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner, the specialized agencies, the International Committee of the Red

Cross, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
donor countries and intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations for
their assistance in mtigating the plight of the |arge nunber of refugees,
returnees and di spl aced persons;

19. Expresses the hope that additional resources will be nade avail able
for general refugee programmes to keep pace wth refugee needs;

20. Calls upon Governnents, United Nations organizations, non-governnenta
organi zations and the international community as a whole to strengthen the
ener gency response capacity of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner on the basis
of the experience of the emergency in Rwanda, and to continue providi ng needed
resources and operational support to Rwandese refugees and the host countries
until a permanent sol ution can be inpl enented;

21. Al so calls upon the international donor comunity to provide material
and financial assistance for the inplenentation of programres intended for the
rehabilitation of the environnment and infrastructure in areas affected by
refugees in countries of asylum

22. Further calls upon Menber States and intergovernnental and
non- gover nnent al organi zations to continue to provide the necessary support and
financial assistance to the H gh Conm ssioner to enhance her capacities and
abilities to i nplement emergency operations, care and nai ntenance activities and
repatriation and reintegration programmes for the benefit of refugees, returnees
and, as appropriate, internally displaced persons;

23. Appeals to Menber States and international and non-governnenta
organi zations to provi de adequate financial, material and technical assistance
for relief and rehabilitation programmes for the |arge nunber of refugees,
vol untary returnees and di spl aced persons and victins of natural disasters and
to the affected countri es;

24. Requests all Governments and intergovernnmental and non-gover nnent a
organi zations to pay particular attention to neeting the special needs of
ref ugee wonen and chil dren

25. Calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral, the H gh Conm ssioner, the
Department of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, United Nations
humani tari an organi zations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the
I nternational Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, regional and
i nternational financial institutions, the International Organization for
M gration and non-governmental organizations to increase the capacity for
coordi nati on and delivery of humanitarian enmergency assistance and di saster
relief in general, with States and others concerned in respect of asylum
relief, repatriation, rehabilitation and resettl ement of refugees, returnees and
di spl aced persons, including those refugees in urban areas;

26. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner to review her general programes in
Africa to take account of the increasing requirenents in that region and with a

/...



A 50/ 632
Engl i sh
Page 15

view to continuing her efforts and expandi ng her activities in close

col l aboration with the Organization of African Unity, regional organizations and
government al and non-governnental organizations in Africa, in order to
consolidate aid and increase essential services to refugees, returnees and

di spl aced persons;

27. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to subnmit a conprehensive and
consol idated report on the situation of refugees, returnees and displaced
persons in Africa to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session, under the
itementitled "Report of the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Refugees,
qguestions relating to refugees, returnees and displ aced persons and hunanitarian
guestions”, and an oral report to the Econom c and Social Council at its
substantive session of 1996

DRAFT RESCLUTI ON | |

Assi stance to unacconpani ed refugee mnors

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirming its resolution 49/172 of 23 Decenber 1994,
Aware that the majority of refugees are children and wonen,

Bearing in mnd that unacconpani ed refugee minors are anong the nost
vul nerabl e refugees and require special assistance and care,

M ndful of the fact that the ultimate solution to the plight of those
unacconpanied mnors is their return to and reunification with their famlies,

Noting that the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees
has devel oped revised Cuidelines on Refugee Children, issued in May 1994,

Noting also the efforts of the H gh Comm ssioner to ensure the protection
of and assi stance to refugees, including children and unacconpani ed m nors, and
that further efforts need to be exerted to this effect,

Recal ling the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 10/
and the 1951 Convention 11/ and the 1967 Protocol 12/ relating to the Status of
Ref ugees,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral; 13/

10/ Resol ution 44/25, annex.
11/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545
12/ 1bid., vol. 606, No. 8791

=
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2. Expresses its deep concern at the plight of unacconpani ed refugee
m nors, and enphasi zes the urgent need for their early identification and for

timely, detailed and accurate information on their nunber and whereabouts;

3. Calls upon all Governments, the Secretary-CGeneral, the United Nations
H gh Conmmi ssioner for Refugees, all United Nations organi zations, other
i nternational organi zati ons and non-governnental organizations concerned to
exert the maximumeffort to assist and protect refugee mnors and to expedite
the return to and reunification with their famlies of unacconpani ed refugee
m nors;

4. Urges the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Refugees,
all United Nations organizations, other international organizations and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons concerned to take appropriate steps to nobilize
resources comensurate to the needs and interests of the unacconpani ed refugee
mnors and for their reunification with their famlies;

5. Condemns all acts of exploitation of unacconpani ed refugee m nors,
i ncluding their use as soldiers or human shields in armed conflict and their
recruitnent in mlitary forces, and any other acts that endanger their safety
and personal security;

6. Calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral, the H gh Comm ssioner, the
Department of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, the United Nations
Children's Fund and other United Nations organi zati ons and internationa
organi zations to nobilize adequate assistance to unacconpanied mnors in the
areas of relief, education, health and psychol ogical rehabilitation;

7. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-first session on the inplenentation of the present resol ution.
DRAFT RESOLUTI ON | |
Conpr ehensi ve consideration and review of the problens

of refugees, returnees, displaced persons and rel ated
mgratory novenments

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Noting the 1951 Convention 14/ and the 1967 Protocol 15/ relating to the
Status of Refugees,

Recalling its resolutions 48/ 113 of 20 Decenber 1993 and 49/173 of
23 Decenber 1994,

14/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545

15/ 1bid., vol. 606, No. 8791.
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Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-CGeneral 16/ and the report of
the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, 17/

Reaffirm ng the need for the international conmmunity to consider
conpr ehensi ve approaches for the coordination of action with regard to refugees,
returnees, displaced persons and related mgratory novenents,

Consi dering the magni tude of existing and potential refugee and rel ated
m gratory novenments in the countries of the Cormonweal th of |ndependent States
and rel evant nei ghbouring Stat es,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral 16/ as well as of
the report of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, 17/ in
particul ar paragraph 30 of the addendumto the report;

2. Calls upon the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, in
consultation with States concerned and in coordi nation with rel evant
i ntergovernmental, regional and non-governnental organizations, to continue to
consi der and devel op conprehensi ve regi onal approaches to the probl ens of
ref ugees and di spl aced persons;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the H gh Commi ssioner for her efforts to
pronmote and devel op a transparent preparatory process for a regional conference
to address the problens of refugees, displaced persons and other forns of
i nvol untary displacenent and returnees in the countries of the Comobnweal th of
I ndependent States and rel evant nei ghbouring States;

4. Wl cones the establishment of a common secretariat for the preparation
of the conference, conmprising the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner
for Refugees, the International O ganization for Mgration and the O ganization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe and its Ofice for Denpcratic
Institutions and Human Ri ghts

5. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner, in close cooperation with States and
i ntergovernmental organi zati ons concerned, to convene the conference in 1996

6. Expresses its appreciation to United Nations bodi es and agenci es and
other international organizations and institutions for their val uable
contribution to the preparatory process |eading to the conference;

7. Urges all States concerned and appropriate intergovernmental, regiona
and non-governnmental organi zations to support that process;

8. Appeal s to all States and regional and intergovernnental organizations
to provide the necessary support and resources needed by the Secretariat for the
preparation and hol di ng of the conference;

16/ A/ 50/414.

17/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Suppl enent
No. 12 (A/50/12); and ibid., Supplenent No. 12A (A/50/12/Add.1).
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9. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-first session on the inplenentation of the present resol ution.

DRAFT RESCLUTION |V

Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Ref ugees on the activities of her Ofice 18/ and the report of the Executive
Committee of the Programme of the Hi gh Conm ssioner on the work of its forty-
si xth session, 19/

Recalling its resolution 49/169 of 23 Decenber 1994,

Reaffirm ng the inportance of the 1951 Convention 20/ and the 1967
Protocol 21/ relating to the Status of Refugees as the cornerstone of the
i nternational systemfor the protection of refugees, and noting with
satisfaction that 130 States are now parties to one or both instrunents,

Reaffirm ng also the purely humanitarian and non-political character of the
activities of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner, as well as the crucia
i nportance of the H gh Comm ssioner's functions of providing internationa
protection to refugees and seeking solutions to refugee probl ens,

Commendi ng the Hi gh Comm ssioner and her staff for the conpetent,
cour ageous and dedi cated manner in which they discharge their responsibilities,
paying tribute to those staff nmenbers who have endangered or lost their lives in
the course of their duties, and enphasizing the urgent need for effective
nmeasures to ensure the security of staff engaged in humanitarian operations,

Distressed at the continued suffering of refugees, for whoma solution has
yet to be found, and noting with deep concern that refugee protection continues
to be jeopardized in many situations as a result of denial of adm ssion,
unl awf ul expul sion, refoul ement, unjustified detention, other threats to their
physi cal security, dignity and well-being and failure to respect and ensure
their fundanental freedons and human rights,

Wl comi ng the continuing strong conm tment of States to providing
protecti on and assi stance to refugees and the val uabl e support extended by

18/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Suppl enent

No. 12 (A 50/12).

19/ Ibid., Supplenent No. 12A (A/50/12/Add.1).
20/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545

1/ 1bid., vol. 606, No. 8791.
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Governnments to the Hi gh Commi ssioner in carrying out her humanitarian tasks, and
commendi ng those States, particularly the | east devel oped and those hosting
mllions of refugees over |ong periods of tine, which, despite severe economic,
devel opnent and environnental challenges of their own, continue to admt |arge
nunbers of refugees into their territories,

Recogni zing that, in certain regions, msuse by individuals of asylum
procedures jeopardizes the institution of asylum and adversely affects the
prompt and effective protection of refugees,

Concerned that statel essness, including the inability to establish one's
nationality, may result in displacenment, and stressing, in this regard, that the
preventi on and reduction of statel essness and the protection of stateless
persons are inportant also in the prevention of potential refugee situations,

1. Strongly reaffirns the fundanmental inportance and the purely
humani tari an and non-political character of the function of the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees of providing internationa
protection to refugees and seeking solutions to refugee problens, and the need
for States to cooperate fully with the Ofice in order to facilitate the
effective exercise of that function

2. Calls upon all States that have not yet done so to accede to and
i npl enent fully the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status
of Refugees, and rel evant regi onal refugee instrunents, as applicable, for the
protection of refugees;

3. Al so calls upon all States to uphold asylum as an indi spensabl e
instrument for the protection of refugees, to ensure respect for the principles
of refugee protection, including the fundamental principle of non-refoul enent,
as well as the humane treatnment of asylum seekers and refugees in accordance
with internationally recognized human rights and humanitarian nor ms;

4. Reaffirns that everyone, wi thout distinction of any kind, is entitled
to the right to seek and enjoy in other countries asylumfrom persecuti on;

5. Reiterates the inportance of ensuring access, for all persons seeking
international protection, to fair and efficient procedures for the determ nation
of refugee status or, as appropriate, to other mechani sns to ensure that persons
in need of international protection are identified and granted such protection
whil e not dimnishing the protection afforded to refugees under the ternms of the
1951 Convention, the 1967 Protocol and rel evant regi onal instrunents;

6. Reaffirnms the continued inportance of resettlenent as an instrunent of
protection;

7. Reiterates its support for the role of the Ofice of the High
Conmmi ssioner in exploring further measures to ensure international protection to
all who need it, consistent with fundanental protection principles reflected in
international instrunents, and | ooks forward to the informal consultations of
the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner on the subject;
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8. Calls for a nore concerted response by the international comunity to

the needs of internally displaced persons and, in accordance with its resol ution
49/ 169, reaffirms its support for the H gh Comrissioner's efforts, on the basis
of specific requests fromthe Secretary-Ceneral or the conpetent principa

organs of the United Nations and with the consent of the State concerned, and
taking into account the conplenentarities of the mandates and expertise of other
rel evant organi zations, to provide humanitarian assi stance and protection to
such persons, enphasizing that activities on behalf of internally displaced
persons nmust not undermine the institution of asylum including the right to
seek and enjoy in other countries asylumfrom persecution

9. Reiterates the rel ationshi p between saf eguardi ng human ri ghts and
preventing refugee situations, recognizes that the effective promoti on and
protection of human rights and fundanental freedons, including through
institutions that sustain the rule of law, justice and accountability, are
essential for States to address sonme of the causes of refugee novenents and for
States to fulfil their humanitarian responsibilities in reintegrating returning
refugees and in this connection calls upon the Ofice of the H gh Comn ssioner
within its mandate and at the request of the Governnent concerned, to strengthen
its support of national efforts at |egal and judicial capacity-building, where
necessary, in cooperation with the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ght s;

10. Also reiterates that devel opnent and rehabilitation assistance is
essential in addressing some of the causes of refugee situations, as well as in
the context of the devel opment of prevention strategies;

11. Condemns all forns of ethnic violence and intol erance, which are anong
the maj or causes of forced displacenents, as well as an inpedi nent to durable
solutions to refugee problens, and appeals to States to combat intol erance,
raci sm and xenophobi a and to foster enpathy and understandi ng through public
statenments, appropriate |egislation and social policies, especially with regard
to the special situation of refugees and asyl um seekers;

12. Wl conmes the Platformfor Action adopted at the Fourth Wrld
Conf erence on Wnen, held at Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995, 22/
particularly the strong conmtnment made by States in the Platformto refugee
worren and ot her di splaced wonen in need of international protection, and calls
upon the H gh Comm ssioner to support and pronote efforts by States towards the
devel opnent and inplementation of criteria and guidelines on responses to
per secution, including persecution through sexual violence or other gender-
rel ated persecution, specifically ainmed at women for reasons enunerated in the
1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol, by sharing information on States' initiatives
to devel op such criteria and guidelines and by nonitoring to ensure their fair
and consi stent application by the States concerned;

13. Reiterates that, the grant of asylumor refuge being a peaceful and
humani tari an act, refugee canps and settlenents nmust maintain their exclusively
civilian and humanitarian character and all parties are obliged to abstain from

2/ A CONF.177/20, chap. I, resolution 1, annex II
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any activity likely to undermine this, condemms all acts that pose a threat to

t he personal security of refugees and asyl um seekers, and al so those that may
endanger the safety and stability of States, calls upon States of refuge to take
all necessary neasures to ensure that the civilian and humanitarian character of
refugee canps and settlenents is maintained, and further calls upon States of
refuge to take effective measures to prevent the infiltration of armed el enents,
to provide effective physical protection to refugees and asyl um seekers and to
afford the Ofice of the H gh Commi ssioner and ot her appropriate hunmanitarian
organi zations pronpt and unhi ndered access to them

14. Encourages the H gh Conmi ssioner to continue her activities on behalf
of statel ess persons, as part of her statutory function of providing
i nternational protection and of seeking preventive action, as well as her
responsi bilities under General Assenbly resolutions 3274 (XXIV) of
10 Decenber 1974 and 31/36 of 30 Novenber 1976;

15. Requests the Ofice of the H gh Commi ssioner, in viewof the limted
nunber of States party to these instrunments, actively to pronote accession to
the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Statel ess Persons 23/ and the
1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness, 24/ as well as to provide
rel evant techni cal and advi sory services pertaining to the preparati on and
i npl enentation of nationality legislation to interested States;

16. Calls upon States to adopt nationality legislation with a viewto
reduci ng statel essness, consistent with the fundanental principles of
international law, in particular by preventing arbitrary deprivation of
nationality and by elimnating provisions that permt the renunciation of a
nationality wi thout the prior possession or acquisition of another nationality,
while at the same time recognizing the right of States to establish |aws
governi ng the acquisition, renunciation or loss of nationality;

17. Reaffirms that voluntary repatriation, when it is feasible, is the
i deal solution to refugee problenms, and calls upon countries of origin,
countries of asylum the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner and the internationa
community as a whole to do everything possible to enable refugees to exercise
their right to return hone in safety and dignity;

18. Reiterates the right of all persons to return to their country, and
enphasizes in this regard the prine responsibility of countries of origin for
establishing conditions that allow voluntary repatriation of refugees in safety
and with dignity and, in recognition of the obligation of all States to accept
the return of their nationals, calls upon all States to facilitate the return of
their nationals who are not recogni zed as refugees;

19. Calls upon all States to prompte conditions conducive to the return of
refugees and to support their sustainable reintegration by providing countries
of origin with necessary rehabilitation and devel opment assistance in

3/ See United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 360, p. 117.

24/ 1bid., vol. 989, p. 175.
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conjunction, as appropriate, with the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner and
rel evant devel opnment agenci es;

20. Recalls Economic and Social Council resolution 1995/56 of 29 July 1995
on the strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assi stance of
the United Nations, and wel cones the decision of the Executive Committee of the
Programme of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees to reviewin the
course of 1996 aspects of that resolution relevant to the work of the Ofice of
t he H gh Conm ssi oner;

21. Notes with appreciation the programe policies established by the
Executive Comittee of the Programme of the Hi gh Conmm ssioner, and underscores
the i nmportance of their inplenmentation by the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssi oner
i npl enenting partners and other rel evant organi zations in order to ensure the
provi sion of effective protection and humanitarian assi stance to refugees;

22. Reaffirms the inportance of incorporating environnmental considerations
into the programes of the Ofice of the H gh Conmm ssioner, especially in the
| east devel oped and devel opi ng countries that have hosted refugees over |ong
peri ods of tinme, welconmes efforts by the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner to nake
a nore focused contribution to resolving refugee-rel ated environmental problens,
and calls upon the H gh Comm ssioner to pronote and enhance coordinati on and
col  aboration with host Governments, donors, relevant United Nations
organi zati ons, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations
and other actors concerned to address refugee-related environnmental problens in
a nore integrated and effective manner;

23. Recognizes the inportance of the introduction of Russian as an
of ficial |anguage of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the High
Commi ssioner in facilitating the work of the H gh Conm ssioner and
i npl enent ati on of the provisions of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status
of Refugees, notably in the countries of the Commonwealth of |ndependent States;

24. Calls upon all Governnments and ot her donors to denonstrate their
i nternational solidarity and burden-sharing with countries of asylumthrough
efforts ainmed at continuing to alleviate the burden borne by States that have
recei ved | arge nunbers of refugees, in particular those with Iimted resources,
and to contribute to the programes of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner and,
taking into account the effect on countries of asylum of the increasing
requi renents of | arge refugee popul ations and the need to wi den the donor base
and to achi eve greater burden-sharing anong donors, to assist the High
Conmi ssioner in securing additional and tinmely incone fromtraditiona
governnental sources, other Governments and the private sector in order to
ensure that the needs of refugees, returnees and ot her displaced persons of
concern to the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner are net.



