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I amwiting to you concerning the statenent nade by the Mislim
representative of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the Third Comrittee on
7 Novenber 1995, under agenda item 109 (see A/ C. 3/50/ SR 20).

In her statement, Ms. Kal aj dzi salihovi ¢ advanced a series of false
al l egations, which ny Governnent totally rejects. Instead of focusing to
resol ve the issue of refugees in the former Bosnia and Herzegovi na through the
peace settlenment, the Miuslimrepresentative put enphasis on issues that are not
related to the agenda itemon refugees, for exanple, "aggression", "genocide"
“International Tribunal", etc. By putting forward a condition |ike "ensuring
that those who have commtted the war crinmes do not remain in positions of
power", the Miuslimauthorities have denponstrated that the disruption of the
peace process is nore inportant to themthan real care for the refugees in the
former Bosnia and Herzegovina. Ms. Kal ajdzisalihovitc msleadingly portrays the
conflict in the forner Bosnia and Herzegovi na as an aggressi on even though many
worl d | eaders have admtted and publicly stated that what is at stake is a civi
war in which all three constituent peoples of the forner Bosnia and Herzegovi na
take an active part.

The Muslimrepresentative expresses concern about the fate of the "Bosniaks
and Croats" fromnorth-western Bosnia. Unfortunately, she does not nention at
all the fate of the much hi gher nunber of the Serbian popul ation fromthe
regions "liberated" in western Bosnia and Herzegovi na, who are the innocent
victins of the efficient brutal ethnic cleansing perpetrated by the Miuslim and
Croat forces. Up to 127,000 Bosnian Serbs fled the terror of war and various
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threats and intimdations and cane to the Banja Luka region fromwestern Bosnia
i n m d- Sept ember .

She also failed to nention the existence, throughout the civil war in the
former Bosnia and Herzegovina, of detention canps for the Bosnian Serbs in the
territory under Bosnian Muslimand Croat control as well as the fact that the
representatives of the international humanitarian organi zati ons have been deni ed
access to them

In her statenent, Ms. Kal ajdzisalihovit underlined that "nore than
60 per cent of the original population of Bosnia and Herzegovi na" becane
refugees and di spl aced persons. However, she did not nmention that around
200,000 registered and at |east the same nunber of unregistered Serbian refugees
fleeing fromthe former Bosnia and Herzegovina found shelter in the Federa
Republic of Yugoslavia. |In nost of the cases, they were the victins of the
policy and practice of ethnic cleansing instigated and perpetrated by the Mislim
and Bosnian Croat authorities. As a matter of fact, the Bosnian Serbs from
northern Herzegovina were the first victins of the practice of ethnic cleansing
in the civil war in the former Bosnia and Herzegovi na.

The probl em of refugees and internally displaced persons is a wi de one and
relates to the whole territory of the forner Bosnia and Herzegovi na and not only
to specific locations. |In that respect, the responsibility for the fate of
these people lies equally with all the sides in this fratricidal war. One of
the goals of the peace talks in Dayton, Chio, is the achi evenent of a
conpr ehensi ve solution to the refugee problem For that reason, all parties in
the tal ks are expected to facilitate the negotiations and not shift attention to
any i ndividual issue.

Pinning the responsibility for the suffering of the population of the
former Bosnia and Herzegovi na exclusively on the "Pal e regi ne supported by
Serbia", as deliberately stated by the Muslimrepresentative, cannot divert the
cul pability of the Muslim Croat authorities and free themfromtheir role in
starting the civil war, which has unl eashed an unprecedented humanitarian
tragedy and the continuation of the war option

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as an
of ficial document of the General Assenbly under agenda item 109.

(Signed) VM adislav JOVANOVI C
Chargé d' affaires a.i



