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1- The preseht report has been preFared in accordance with paragraphs r and 5 of
eneral Assenbly resolution 38,418 of 16 Decenber 1983, 'principles of !,!ed ical
Etbicst. In paragr atr*r I ot the reslution, the ceneral Assenbly urges aII
Goverhne nts to take neasures r.ri ttr a view to prqnoting the application by all health
perEonnel and governnent officials, in particu.Lar those enployed in institutions of
detention or inprisorunent, of tie prirciples of flFdi.ca I Ethics relevant to the roleot h€a1th personnel, particularly ptrysic ians, in the protection of prisoners and
detainees agalnst torture and ottrer cruel, inhurnan or degrading treatnent or
Punishrnent. fn paragr aph 5, the Secretary-Ge neral is requested to report to the
eneral Assembly at its chirty-ninth session on the srela taken by the Unired
Nations and the relevant speciarized agencies as werr as by covernrnents for the
disseminalion and inplenentation of the princip]ea of l,Fd ica I Ettrics.

2. As at 17 August 1984, replies had been received tron the tollowlr:g
@verhments: cerlnany, FederaL Reprblic of, Liberia, I,tauritlus, eatar, Itdeden and
Unlted Kingdcm of creat Britain and l,torthern freland.

3. Repries have also been received from the folloning speciallzed agenclesr
united Nations Educational, scientific and cultural organization, t{orld Hearth
Organization, tlon the fntergovernne nta I Comnittee for Migration, an
i nterg overnnental organlzationt and fron the following norFg overnnental
organizationsr Annesty fnternational, Chrlstian lted j.cal Comlission, International
Commission of iturists, International Federation of Human Rights, I€ague of
Red cross and Red crescent societles, t{inority Rights croup and union of ArabJurists.

4. Mditional infornation that beconee available afcer thac daEe ulll be
sutrnitted in adderda to the present report.

I I. INFOtltAlION COtr}tlNICAlEtr Br cCVEA!!,Eti1S

FEDERAL NEPUBf,IC OF GEI TIANY

IOE iginal: B|glishl

[25 June 19841

rn order to ensure their di€trlbutlon alncng heaLth personrEl, the @verrurEntot the Federal Republlc of cermany, in accordanc€ with cerErar A.s senbLy reslution
38/LLB ot 15 Decernber 1983, has transnitted certnan tranerations of the .prirrciples
ot liledlcar Ethicsr to rhe suprene public hearth authoritles of the Lgncler of the
Federal ReF.rbr ic and to al1 rerevant rnedical and paramed ical as€@iatlons. Theuinisters and seEtors of .tustlce of the Lander cqnpetent in matters of penal larrr
enforcenent have been asked to dlatribute the German ter(ts of the rprirriples of
l,!edical Ethicsr anong all institutions of detention ancl j.npri soment.

t
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LIBERI A

lor!9ina1t Englishl

[14 June 1984 ]

The @verrunent of Liberia states that there has no! been any case of human

rights viola!ion in its Pri sons and detention carnps' PrisorErs as well as
detainees receive tree, basic and apPropriate nedical care at all ti|IEs and the
resolution has been widely circulated anong the health PersonneL, particularly
physicians ' in the countrY.

IIA UFI TIUS

loriginal3 EIrglishl

[7 August 1984 ]

The Iitinisfry ot EterrEI Mfairs, lburi sm and Enigration inforns the General
Secretariat that copies ot the Principles ot Irledical Etbics (resoLution 37,/194)
have been dist.ributed as tolLotts:

1. fb the Cotntnissioner of Prisons and Comtrissioners of Police with the
request that they take aPpropriate action for their aPplication and IdistribJtion in so tar as personnel, assoc iat ions and institutions falling
under their control are corperned, i.e. prisons rnedical ot'ficers and nursing
staff posted to the Prisons, Pol-ice medical otficers' etc.t

2. To all officers in charge of prblic hosPitals with the request tha t
these principles be brought to the attention of the nanbers of the medical and

nursing staff who may have to deal vtith prisoners and detaineest

3. To the staff assoc iations representing doctors and nurses of the
ltinistry of Health as nell as to the Mauritius l.red ica I Association for the
attention of their nembers.

QATAR

[originalr Arabicl

[30 MaY 19841

A study conEraring the proPosed PrirEiples of uedical Ethics wit}l the
legislati.on on that subject in effect in the State of Qatar has s hown that the
majority of such rules are in keq)ing i{ieh national legislation. ?hat legislation
Iays down legal. principles requiring that persofft deprived of their freedon sbould
rec€ive t}|e services necessary for their care, Protection and treattnent 1n matters
rel-ating to heaLth, that thEl should recelve rehabilitation services and that they
shou lcl do so treely and on an equal footlng vtith others. Those prirciPles a1so,

t...
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stipulate penaLties for violation of lhe obligations of physicians towards their
pat.ients, whether such patients are free or in detention, thereby guaranEeeing
basic htman rlghts wrthout dj. scr iJni natio n. Accordingly, the laws of the State of
Qatar unequivocauy forbial torture and demonstrate that there ls not in all of
Qatar a single perion who is subj ected !o pain and suffering at the hards of an
ofticia.L tor the purpose ot obtaining fron hin infornaEion or a contession. The
laws of the scate of Qat.ar have ensured that.

Artlcle 5 of the Code ot Conduct for Oft'icials staLes that "lb otficial
entrusted rith law enforce[Bnt may engage in any act of lorture or any other forn
of cruel, inhunan or degr ad ing treatment or Punishtnent'. Articfe 83 of the state
of Qatar Penal Procedure s .kt stiPulates that it is inPermissible to conPel or
inluce the accused, by any means whatever, to rePly to or to make Particular
slalenentst the text prohibits torturing the accused !o nake [Erticular statements
and also prohibits irducing hin to respond to Particular statenents.

Article 84 ot the sarne Act stiPulates that statenents of che accused, if
obtained as a result of torture, ccmpulsion or irducernenE, shall be considered null
and void and sha1l have no probative value.

Article Ll2 ot the PerEl cr)de stiPulales the tollovtingt "Any Public otticial
wbo orders a person to be tortured' or who tortures a Person hinself, in order to
irduce hin to conf,ess to the csnrnj.ssion of a crime, to obtain trotn him informatlon

- relating to a crirne, or to induce a mernber of his fanity to make such a confession

) or to give such i nfornat ion shall be punished with inpr i sorrflent for a period of not
' ror. than five years. If, as a result of the officialrs ac!, such a person suffers

severe injury, Che perpetrator sba1I be puni shed with iry)risorment for a period of
hoc more lhan l0 years. If there resulls fron sucb an act the death of the person
in question, the Perpetrat.or sball receive the Penalty laid down for nurder in
accordarge with the circwlstances".

Article 6 of the Code of Conduct for Officials ot the state of Qatar
stipulates that ,,Ofticials entrusted wilh Iaw enforcenent must' when a detainee rn
their charge j.s in need of medical care, provicie him lrith such care ard take
inrnediate steps to neet the needs of the Person detainedn.

On the basis of the foregoing, the state of Qatar is ot the view that the
question of the Prlnciples governing nedical ethics relevant to the role of health
Personnel in the protectj.on of persons from torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatrnent or punlshnent should prinarily be settled eithin the franerdork
of national legislation and not in international legal inslrumenLs.

The State of Qatar propo ses that che draft should include a prohibition
against personnel in the medical field conducting medical or biolog ical exPeriments
on prisoners and detai nees.

The State of Qatar is of the view that the expression "preservation of ...
health" night be better and more positive than the o<pression "protecgion of ...
health'r used in Pr i rp iple I of the code.
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SNEDEI\

foriginal! English]

[5 June 1984 ]

1. Information corEernlng the Principles of l'ied iea 1 Ethics, including a
tr ansl.ation into Sredish, have been dlstribJted by the $redish llinistry of Foreign
Affairs to various authorities and otber institutions in swede n. The intention has
been to bring the prirEiples to the attention of persons wtp are concerned in their
Profession rdith problsns related to medical ethics. &Dng lhe authorities i.nforned
are a number of govertulent departnents and sone national public agerEies such as
the bard of Bealth and l{elfare, the Board of BlEation' the Police Board and the
Prison and probati.on Adninlstration. lurthernore, t ntornat ion has been forwarded
to the Office of the CharEel.Lor ot the Sweaus h Universities anal ltigh Schools and to
all $dedish tuniversities. various other institutions strch as the snedish
Bed Cross, the Srredis h sectlon of lnrEsty Internationalr the Srtedis h Bar
Assoc iat ion and the Un1ted Natlona Association of li{eden have also been irFluded in
the list of reciplents of thj. s intormation.

2. The s{edish Medical. Association, in collaboration nlth the l,linistry ot Foreign
Mfaj.rs, has published in it6 gggl the conPlete svedlsh te*t of the PrinciPles
together rrlth introductory ccmnents.

UIiIIED KINGDOft OF GAEAT BRTTAIN AND NORIITEXN IEEIAN D

lor iginalr E|gllsbl

[2 Augusr 1984 ]

The united Nations Prlnciples of tted ica t Ethics have been drahtn to t}le
aEEention of the Prisn Medical S€rvices and police d@tors in the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and lbrthern Ireland. Rlrther, the united Kingdom's statutory and
adninistrative rules relating to Frl$n nedical oftlcers have for some time
enbodled the principles endorsed by the United llations.

Principles I a nal 2

Stldance to pri$n nedical ofticers atates that the nature ot the Prlson
envirorunent does not release any qualified doctor trom hls legal' obllgatlons to
naintaj.n a standard of medlcal pratlce In accordance wlth the norm expecced of any
other professtonal of hls standlng ' qualif ications and experlence, and adds that
the pr i soner stpuld be humane Iy cared for at all tine6.

Prirciple 3

Prison rules state that the duties of the prison medical officer are the care
of the health, nental and physical, of the prlsoners.

(
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Principle 4

No Punishnent in use in prisns in the United Kingddn contraverFs standards
laid dorrn in lnternational instrurEnts. lb prisoner is subj ected to physical
PunishnenE unless he has been certified fit by the medical officer.

PrlrEiple 5

Prlsoners are put under restralnt onLy after recomnendation by the nedical
otf ic er .

III. INFCf,&A'IlON COII}.UNICAIED BY SPEC!A.LI3ED AGEICIES

0NITED NAIIONS EDUCAT IOIIAL, SCIETllIrIC AND CULToRAL OIGANIZAIION

loriginal: Frencbl

[7 Augusr 1984 ]

1. fn connection with the inpleflEntation of the Plan for the Developnent of Hrnn:rn
Rights TeachirB adopted by resolution 3/O3 ot lhe twenty-first session of the
General Oonf€rerEe, UNESCO entrusted Professor l'taur ic e lorrelli of the ljniversity
of Nice r,rith the cqnpilatlon of a vrork entitled rThe Ihysician aJd hurnan rights'.
The b@k' interded for physicians, healtt! personnel and jurists, Has Ftblished
in 19 83.

2. Professor lbrrellirs book has the rnerit of highlighting the soc ial and legal
inPlicacions of hurnan rights for nedical practice and also of presenting a f,ull
range ot te:(ts of an ethical or norrnative terpr which may provide naterial for
serious thought on the questlon of the role and the obtigations of physicians and
health personnel in defendlrg the fundanental rigbts and freedons ot the
lrdividual, particuLarLy in the realizatlon of tbe right to health.

3. 8or this project, UNES@ also escabllshed vrorking relations wlth Ehe Borld
Itealth Gganization and the Council of EJrq)e with a view to tbe preparation of
teaching naterials to alert physlcians anC heal.th personnel to the requirenenCs of
huma n rights.

4. The te:(t of the Princlples of tletlical Ethics adopteal by the ceneral Assenbly
in its resolution 37/84 will be trublished in issue No. 4 of the T NBSCO &rJ.letin
Hunan Rights Te ach inq.

5. FinaLly, ln accordance with the Appr oved progr. me ard Budget for 19 84-.L9 85 a
number of studies will be carried out in order to consider the problgns raised by
recent advances 1n science and technology in conneclion lrith the effective
protectlon of hunan rights. A synposiutn (category VIIf) on the subject l'ill be
organized to exanine, in particular, quesllons arising in connection with brain
res€arch, biolog ical and neurophysiol€g ical experitnents and genetic engineerlng.
In this conte<t, special at,tention wI]I be paid to particularly vulnerable groups,
such as children, prisoners or patients in psychiatric hospitals. 

/...
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VIORLD HEAL$T ORGANIZATION

loriginalt Englis hl

[22 MaY 1984 ]

1. The Director-eneral has sent a note verbale to aL1 mernber overrulents
transrniCting the_ Principles of l4edical Ethics. An artiele related to lhen apPeared
in the ilune 1983 edition of the @]g. They rrere also brought to tshe

attention ot the fhirgy-sixth session of the !or1d Health Assenbly. Reference to
cenera 1 As sernbly resolution 38,/118 is also made in the wolld lteal th Assernbly
docrnent A/37 /L4.

2. The CounciL for Incernational ftganizations of Medical Sciences (CIOr€), which
prepared the Principles in collaboration with uHo, brought them to the attention of
all norFg overnmental organizations concerned, with the request that thqa intorm
their resPective menbers of their er(istence, contents and spirit. c lol4s has also
sent the PrinciPles to a].l najor nealical journats h'ith the request that they
publ.ish a sumnary version.

rV. I NF ORII'ATION COIAIUNICATED tsY I NXER@VE RNI'IENIAI ORGANIZATIONS

OUTSIIE TIIE IJNITDD MTIONS SYSTEM

I MERGO\IERNIIEMAT @!A4I T1T8E FOR I'II GRATION

loriginal: Blglish]

I I June i.984 ]

The Intergovernmental Comnittee for !,tigrat lon states that ccpies of the
Principles ot Ittedical Ethics and of GerEral Assenbly re$lution 38/l'18 of
16 Decenber 1983 enritled 'PrinciPles of ued ica I Ethics" have been sent to t}|e
nedical otticers and relxesentatives of IC!.l all over lhe vtorfd with instructions to
take any action they deern necessary to bring these princj.ples to the attention of
the widest possible group ot irxlividuals within their area of, jurisdiction.

v. INFORt{,AlIC'N @lq&U jICATED BY N CI!-GCVEANIT,ElfIAL OfGANTZAItONS

AMNESTY IIIIERNATIONAL

lOr igina]-: Englis hl

124 APri I 19841

1. The lext of the Principles is reproduced in the !'!arch 1983 issue ot the
monthl-y Newsletler, as appendix V to iis 1983 Annual Report, as appendix v Eo its
recently published report f9qj!4!g-Eigh!.i99 and as chapter Ix of its
publicaeion Codes of Professional Ethics.

(
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2. In addition, a conprehensive collection of codes and statenrents relating to
medical professional ethics for circulation vrithin the annesty Internat ional
novement, for use in work on behalf of Annesty fnternational, is being prepared.

3. fn the view of Annesty International, every ef,fort should be rnade to ensure
that tlnited Nations stanlards are seII krnwn by coverrurFnts and the specific groups
and sectors to which the standards are addressed.

CIjRISIIAN ITEDICAL COI{I4ISSION

lor i9inal: Fhgli shl

[3 Apri I 1984]

1. The issue of med ical ethics and health care is very much a corEern of the
Christian I'Gdical Corrunission. This is one ot the issues which is going to be
discussed in the Nor th American Regional tbeting in December 1984.

2. The Christian uedical @rsnission also uorks very closely r.rith the
International l'!ed ical CorI|Jnj. s sion tor Health and Hurna n Rights II{C and is a fourxling
nember ot the preparatory cormittee cf ruC. The question of rnedical ethics is orp
of the key involvements of [rtc. l\do setninars were held last year, sponsored-by E
on these i ssue s.

INTERM?IONAL @!'I4ISSION OF JU RTSTS

lor igina.l: Eng1is hI

[13 Apri I 1984]

ICJ Reriew l.lo. 3l contains the Princ ipLes of !.ted ica I Ethics, vrhich will- thus
be distribrted (in English, Frehch and Spani sh) to some 10,000 Lauyers and lavJyers
organizations in 121 countrie s.

INIEF,IIAIIONAL IEDEFA'IION O} BOIAII RIGtslS

Io(iginal: French]

[1I l4ay 19841

l. Our organizatlon will take aLl necessary measures for the dissemination and
iltpleftentation of, the Principles of Medical ethics mentioned in resolution 38,/U8
adq)ted by the United Nations Gneral Assembly on 1O December 1983.

2. FIDH expresses the hope that the report to be presented by tlre
secretary-eneraL to the GEneral AEse[Dbly Ln accoEdarce with the provisions of

I ParaQraph 5 ot that resolution wi.Ll reproduce the inforrnation relating to Chile
7 which our organization teels obli€ed to bring to your attention. y

)
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I,E,AGIJE OT' RED CROSS AND &ED CNESCEIJI SOCIEIIES

loriglnal: Englishl

t2 APrlr 1984l

l. The International Red Cross shares your concern to brtng the PrllEiples of
medicaL ethics to the attention of the widest posstble audierEe and, in this
respect, a circular letter has been addre€sed to all libtional Red Cross and Red

Crescent soc ieties.

2. This is just one of a serles of actlons taken by the Red Cross to safeguard
and-disseninate Prlnciples which' tron the moflFnt our moverEnt was founded' have

always been at the centre of our $ork.

MTNORITY RIGITS GROUP

loriginalr Ergli shl

[2] riarch 1984]

In accordarrce htith your letter concerning the PrlrciPles of !'red ica I Bthlcs'
please f,ind enclosed sorne evidence from the ltnited Kl ngdotn on the ahJse of these

nedical ethics in the case of fenale circutrEision oPerations, etc', being carrled
out in the ltnited Kingalon. f/ trre uirDrity Rlghtg Group and other norFgovermental
organi zations are actively iupporting work to ban this practice in the United
Kingdcm including a Parlianenlary tsill on the subjecl.

TJNION OA ARAB JURISTS

lor i9 inalt hgli sh]

[29 APril 198 4l

The LJnion nill organize a sylErosi un on ttre Prlnciples of Med ica I Ethics in
rrhich a group of profeaEional Professors in lavr and rnedi.c ire niII part ic iPate, with
the aim of disserninating such good prlnciples in the ddnal n of practice arcng all
nedical pr actit iorFrs.

llote s

y This deunent is available at the secretariat and can be consulted uPon

request.

(
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