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Paragraphs 6 and 8

37. Withregard to paragraphs 6 and 8, the view was expressed that the term "in practice” should be deleted
from paragraph 6, but retained in paragraph 8. In reply the view was expressed that it was important to retain
that term in both paragraphs in order to stress that the existing regimes for regulation of access to the
geostationary orbit did not, in practice, ensure equitable access for all countries.

38. The view was expressed that it was very doubtful that the term "equitable”, as utilized in the ITU
Convention, could be construed to mean that there was a need for the establishment of "preferential rights”

as suggested in the working paper.
Paragraph 7

39. Some delegations expressed the view that the word "complementary” would lose its meaning if, in
paragraph 1, the part of the sentence beginning with "in accordance with” were deleted. The view was
expressed that, in that case, paragraph 7 would have to be re-worded.

40. The view was expressed that the use of the terms "special legal regime"” and "rational, effective,
economical and equitable” in paragraph 7 were questionable and that the creation of a special legal regime
for the geostationary orbit was not necessary as the orbit was covered by the terms of the Outer Space Treaty,
which established a legal regime for all of outer space. The view also was expressed that the raison d’étre
of a special legal regime for the geostationary satellite orbit, in addition to the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, lay
inter alia in the fact that an object placed in that orbit behaved differently in relation to the Earth from the
way in which it would behave in another locus in outer space, i.e. that it would revolve around the Earth at
the same speed as the Earth and would therefore appear to be fixed in relation to the Earth.

41. The view was expressed that paragraph 7, which was intended eventually to become a part of a General
Assembly resolution, attempted to create a legal regime contradictory to that contained in the Outer Space
Treaty and the ITU conventions, and that it was inappropriate to affect treaties ratified by most States of the

world in that manner.

42. The view was expressed that the Outer Space Treaty was a general international legal instrument that
did not apply to the special situation explained by the unique nature of the geostationary orbit. That
delegation believed that the objective of the working paper was to go beyond the Outer Space Treaty in order
to establish a special legal regime to take into account the particular characteristics of the geostationary orbit.
The view was also expressed that the working paper was trying to fill in the legal gaps with regard to the
geostationary orbit that existed in the ITU legal regime, without prejudice to the role of ITU.

43. Some delegations considered that the matter of space debris should be taken up by the Legal
Subcommittee and with that in mind they considered that, at its next session in 1995, it would be useful to
organize a seminar on legal issues related to space debris in the geostationary orbit. Other delegations felt
that the General Assembly had mandated the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee to consider the subject
and therefore it would be inappropriate for the Legal Subcommittee to consider the matter. Other delegations
felt that although that important theme was being analysed in the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, it
nonetheless merited additional analysis and input which could be of general interest to all delegations and
could also be transmitted to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee as additional input to its consideration
of the subject. Other delegations expressed the view that such a seminar was premature and questioned
whether it was appropriate for the Legal Subcormittee, and they were of the view that holding such a
seminar would cause confusion to the work of the subcommittees. The view was expressed that an academic
seminar on space debris would be useful, but it would be premature to include the matter on the agenda of
















































