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NOTE BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL CONCERNI NG THE DATE OF AN ELECTI ON
TO FILL A VACANCY | N THE | NTERNATI ONAL COURT OF JUSTI CE

1. The Deputy Registrar of the International Court of Justice, by a letter
dated 24 Cctober 1995, inforned the Secretary-Ceneral of the death of Judge

Andr és Agui |l ar Mawdsl ey (Venezuel a) on 24 Cctober 1995, and of the occurrence of
a vacancy in the Court as a result of that death.

2. Judge Aguil ar becane a nenber of the Court as from6 February 1991. H's
present termof office would have expired on 5 February 2000. |n accordance
with the ternms of the Statute of the International Court of Justice, the Genera
Assenbly and the Security Council will therefore have to elect a nenber of the
Court to serve for the renminder of Judge Aguilar's termuntil 5 February 2000.

3. Article 14 of the Statute provides:

"Vacanci es shall be filled by the same nethod as that |aid down for
the first election, subject to the followi ng provision: the Secretary-
General shall, within one nonth of the occurrence of the vacancy, proceed
to issue the invitations provided for in Article 5, and the date of the
el ection shall be fixed by the Security Council."

4. Article 5, paragraph 1, of the Statute provides:

"At |east three nonths before the date of the election, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations shall address a witten request to the
nenbers of the Permanent Court of Arbitration belonging to the States which
are parties to the present Statute, and to the nenbers of the nationa
groups appointed under Article 4, paragraph 2, inviting themto undertake,
within a given tine, by national groups, the nom nation of persons in a
position to accept the duties of a menber of the Court."

5. In view of the fact that the date of the election is to be fixed by the
Security Council, and the fact that the Secretary-CGeneral is required, according
to the Statute, to invite nom nations by communi cations "within one nonth of the
occurrence of the vacancy", it is suggested that the Council mght wish to

consi der this question at an early neeting.
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