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FURTHER PROMOTI ON AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOMS, | NCLUDI NG THE QUESTI ON OF THE PROGRAMMVE AND METHODS OF WORK
OF THE COW SSI ON

Chile, Costa Rica, Czech Republic*, Latvia*, Madagascar*, Netherl ands,
Pol and and Sl ovakia*: draft resolution

Cvil defence forces

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
Recalling that everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of

per son,
Consi dering the reports of the Secretary-General on civil defence forces

subm tted pursuant to Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts resol utions 1992/57 of

3 March 1992 (E/CN. 4/1993/34) and 1993/54 of 9 March 1993 (E/ CN. 4/1994/38),

Taking note with interest of the observations regarding the use of civil

defence forces not belonging to regular |aw enforcenment agencies and the
protection of human rights and fundanental freedons contained in the reports
of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances,

Noting that the formation of civil defence forces to protect public order

appears to be on the rise worldwide, particularly in areas of conflict,

* In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure
of the functional conmi ssions of the Economic and Soci al Council
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Recogni zi ng that action by civil defence forces has in sone cases
j eopardi zed the enjoynent of human rights and fundanmental freedons,

Al so recogni zing that under exceptional circunstances, when public
mlitary and police forces are unable to act, there nay be a need to establish
civil defence forces to protect the civilian popul ation

Reaffirm ng the obligation of States under the Charter of the
United Nations to pronote universal respect for, and observance of, human
ri ghts and fundanental freedons,

Realizing that the individual has a right and a responsibility to strive
for the pronotion and observance of the rights recognized in the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as well as in the Internationa
Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Governnments and i ntergovernnent al
and non-governnental organizations that have provided i nformati on on donestic
| aw and practice relating to civil defence forces or coments concerning their
relation to the protection of human rights and fundanental freedons, pursuant
to Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1993/ 54;

2. Reconmends that, whenever arned civil defence forces are created
to protect the civilian popul ati on, Governnents establish mninum]lega
requi renents for them including the follow ng

(a) Cvil defence forces shall only be deployed for the purpose of
sel f - def ence

(b) Recruitnment into themshall be voluntary and shall be effectively
controlled by public authorities;

(c) Public authorities shall supervise their training, arnng
di sci pli ne and operati ons;

(d) Conmanders shall have clear responsibility for their activities;

(e) Cvil defence forces and their commanders shall be clearly
accountable for their activities;

(f) O fences involving human rights violations by such forces shall be
subject to the jurisdiction of the civilian courts;

3. Invites the special rapporteurs, working groups and treaty bodies
concerned to continue to pay due attention, within their nandates, to the
matter of civil defence forces in relation to the protection of human rights

and fundamental freedons.



