2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pub-
licize widely the existence and scope of the communica-
tions mechanism of the Commission, using all available
media;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue to
support the activities of the Commission with regard to its
consideration of communications and to ensure proper co-
ordination of the activities of the Commission in this area
with those of the other bodies of the Council;

4. Invites the Commission to take into account the re-
port of the Secretary-General on examining mechanisms
for communications on the status of women,? submitted
to the Commission at its thirty-fifth session, when consid-
ering ways of making the existing procedure for receiving
and considering communications more effective;

5. Invites each regional group to appoint, one week be-
fore each session of the Commission, a member of the
Working Group on Communications on the Status of
Women;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Commission at its thirty-eighth session on the ways in
which the communications mechanism of the Commission
has been publicized;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
any costs resulting from the activities set out in the present
resolution are kept to a minimum and that the activities are
carried out within existing resources.
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1993/12. Women, environment and development

The Economic and Social Council,

Taking into account General Assembly resolution
46/167 of 19 December 1991 on women, environment,
population and sustainable development, in which the
Assembly requested the Secretary-General to include in
the report on the effective mobilization and integration of
women in development, to be submitted to the General
Assembly at its forty-eighth session, a section on the role
of women in environment and sustainable development,

Recalling Commission on the Status of Women resolu-
tion 36/6 of 20 March 1992, in which the Commission,
inter alia, urged Governments to adopt laws, policies and
programmes to promote women’s participation in the pres-
ervation of the environment, and invited the Governments
of donor countries, intemational organizations and rele-
vant non-governmental organizations to ensure that greater
attention was given to women’s contributions to environ-
mental protection and management in their cooperation
with and assistance to developing countries,®

Welcoming General Assembly resolution 47/191 of 22
December 1992, in which the Assembly took note of the
decision of the Secretary-General to establish a new De-
partment for Policy Coordination and Sustainable Devel-
opment, headed at the Under-Secretary-General level and
called upon the Secretary-General to establish a clearly
identifiable, highly qualified and competent secretariat
support structure for the Commission on Sustainable De-
velopment, the Inter-Agency Committec on Sustainable
Development and the High-level Advisory Board, taking
into account gender balance at all lcvels,

Welcoming the inclusion of principle 20 in the Rio Dec-
jaration on Environment and Development,** adopted by
the United Nations Conference on Environment and De-
velopment, according to which women have a vital role in
environmental management and development and their full
participation is therefore essential to achieving sustainable
development, and the integration of gender issues into
Agenda 21,%% including the special focus on women in
chapter 24 thereof,

Noting that in Agenda 21, paragraph 24.9, it is recom-
mended that the Secretary-General review the adequacy of
all United Nations institutions in meeting development and
environment objectives, consider how the environment and
development programmes of each body of the United
Nations system could be strengthened to implement
Agenda 21, consider how to incorporate the role of women
in programmes and decisions related to sustainable devel-
opment, and, in particular, make recommendations to
strengthen the capacities of United Nations entities with a
special focus on women, such as the Division for the Ad-
vancement of Women of the Centre for Social Develop-
ment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, the
United Nations Development Fund for Women and the
International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women,

Noting also the recommendations and objectives pro-
posed for Governments in Agenda 21, chapter 24, includ-
ing the objective, contained in paragraph 24.2 (d), to es-
tablish by 1995 mechanisms at the national, regional and
international levels to assess the implementation and im-
pact of development and environment policies and pro-
grammes on women and to ensure their contributions and
benefits,

Recognizing that the Fourth World Conference on
Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace, to
be held at Beijing from 4 to 15 September 1995, will pro-
vide significant opportunities for reviewing the current
status of women and for establishing priorities for future
action, including action in relation to environment and
development,

1. Urges the Commission on Sustainable Develop-
ment, the Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainable Devel-
opment and the High-level Advisory Board to develop ap-
propriate mechanisms to ensure that the objectives and
activities in Agenda 21, relating to the role of women in
sustainable development, both as agents and as beneficia-
ries, are supported, that the objectives are met and the ac-
tivities and other recommended actions are implemented
and that Governments and all relevant United Nations
entities monitor and report on the subject;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to include informa-
tion on the subject in the section on the role of women in
environment and sustainable development in his report on
the effective mobilization and integration of women in de-
velopment, to be submitted to the General Assembly at its
forty-eighth session, in accordance with Assembly resolu-
tion 46/167,

3. Urges Governments to take into account and to im-
plement the recommendations contained in Agenda 21 in
order to ensure the participation of women in developing,
and making decisions on, policies and programmes relat-
ing to environmental management and sustainable devcl-
opment;

4. Requests Governments to include in their reports for
the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for



Equality, Development and Peace information on the ex-
tent to which the objectives for Governments proposed in
Agenda 21, chapter 24, relating to women, have been met
and the activities recommended in that chapter have been
implemented;

5. Agrees to review the current and planned activities
of the Commission on the Status of Women in order to
determine which recommendations in Agenda 21 relating
to women are already being included in those activities and
to consider how the others might be incorporated in future
activities of the Commission, including the preparations
for the Fourth World Conference on Women;

6. Reguests the Commission on the Status of Women
to examine, in its discussion on the preparations for the
Fourth World Conference on Women at its thirty-eighth
session, the recommendations in Agenda 21 relating to
women, with a view to:

(a) Identifying ways of facilitating implementation of
the recommendations, including consideration of the role
of Governments, intergovernmental organizations and
non-governmental organizations;

(b) Considering ways in which the Commission on the
Status of Women might cooperate with and provide sup-
port for the Commission on Sustainable Development in
ensuring the effective integration of issues on the status of
women in its programme of work.

43rd plenary meeting
27 July 1993

1993/13. Women and children under apartheid

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 1992/15 of 30 July 1992,

Reaffirming the provisions of the Declaration on Apart-
heid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa,
contained in the annex to General Assembly resolution
S-16/1 of 14 December 1989,

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 47/95 of 16
December 1992,

Alarmed by the grave socio-economic deprivation to
which the majority of the people, especially the women
and children, are subjected as a direct consequence of
apartheid,

Deeply concerned about the politically motivated vio-
lence that has to date claimed thousands of lives and left
hundreds of thousands of people homeless, the majority of
whom are women and children, especially in Natal and
Transvaal provinces,

Noting the positive changes initiated by the South Afri-
can authorities aimed at dismantling apartheid, which were
the result of the relentless struggle waged by the people of
South Africa as well as of the pressure exerted by the in-
ternational community,

Welcoming the progress made by the Convention for a
Democratic South Africa, and encouraging the multi-party
forum to discuss and debate the political dispensation and
future of a democratic, non-racial, non-sexist South Africa,

Concerned at the fact that women are not integrated in
the ongoing attempts to resolve the problems of South
Africa by peaceful means, as envisaged in the Declaration
on Apartheid, and stressing the need to ensure their full
participation in that process by, inter alia, directly involv-
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ing the gender advisory committee in the multi-party
forum,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
women and children living under apartheid,* in which it
is mentioned that the Government of South Africa signed
on 29 January 1993 a number of conventions aimed at pro-
moting and implementing fundamental rights and free-
doms without distinction as to sex, namely, the Convention
on the Political Rights of Women,*’ the Convention on the
Nationality of Married Women,* the Convention on the
Elimination of ANl Forms of Discrimination against
Women,'® the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment?* and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,*

Noting the subsequent release by the Government of
South Africa of the draft bill on the promotion of equal
opportunities and concerned that it failed to deal with
questions of substantive sexism that are integral to the
problems of poverty, ignorance and disempowerment,

Convinced that the present legal system requires struc-
tural changes to be relevant to a new and just South Africa
and that the draft bill should represent the views and ex-
periences of those most affected by it,

Recognizing that the equality of women and men cannot
be achieved without the success of the struggle towards
a united, non-racist. non-sexist and democratic South
Africa,

Commending the role played by the United Nations, par-
ticularly the Centre against Apartheid and the Division for
the Advancement of Women of the Centre for Social De-
velopment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, in
helping South African women to participate fully in the
process of establishing a non-racist, non-sexist democracy
in South Africa,

1. Commends those women both inside and outside
South Africa who have resisted oppression and have re-
mained steadfast in their opposition to apartheid;

2. Demands the immediate and unconditional release
of any political prisoners and detainees, among whom are
women and children, in accordance with the undertaking
of the South African authorities;

3. Urges those involved in the multi-party forum to
place high on their agenda issues concerning women, such
as freedom, justice and equality, development and the
environment;

4. Appeals to all countries and United Nations bodies,
in conformity with General Assembly resolution 46/79 A
of 13 December 1991 and in consultation with liberation
movements, to increase their support for educational,
health, vocational training and employment opportunities
for women and children living under apartheid;

5. Requests the Centre against Apartheid to widen and
strengthen its cooperation with the Division for the Ad-
vancement of Women of the Centre for Social Develop-
ment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, with a
view to creating specific programmes of assistance to
South African women to enable them to participate fully
in the process of transition of their country towards a non-
racist democracy;

6. Appeals to the international community to give its
full and concerted support to the vulnerable and critical
process now under way in South Africa through a phased
application of appropriate pressures on the South African
authorities, as warranted by developments, and to provide



