
inspire much confidence either in the United 
Nations' ability to enforce their decision. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested to the Egyptian 
representative that he should continue his state­
ment at the following meeting. 

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m. 

TWO HUNDRED AND SECOND 
MEETING 

Held at the Palais de Chaillot, Paris, 
on Wednesday, 17 November 1948, at 3 p.m. 

Chairman : Mr. P.-H. SPAAK (Belgium). 

71. Continuation of the discussion on the 
progress report of the United Nations 
Mediator on Palestine (A/648) 

KHACHABA Pasha (Egypt) continued the 
statement which he had begun at the 201 st 
meeting and proceeded to deal further with the 
question of guarantees. He said he believed 
he was interpreting faithfully the feelings of 
Arab and other delegations when he doubted 
the efficacy of the guarantees suggested. The 
only acceptable guarantee was military prepa­
ration against aggression. Only its own forces 
could protect a State against invasion. The Arab 
States could obtain such a guarantee but only 
through a double sacrifice. 

The mutual confidence among the Arab States 
had enabled them to give the world an example 
of disarmament and good-neighbourly relations. 
Then this healthy atmosphere had been succeeded 
by one of suspicions which created tension in 
the relations of Jewish and Arab communities 
in Palestine and indeed in all the countries of 
the Middle East. The Jewish citizens were 
suspected of constituting a fifth column and this 
situation led to anti-Jewish feelings. Anyone who 
was familiar with the hostility towards Jewish 
penetration was aware of the eventual reaction. 
The possibility of serious consequences led the 
Arab Governments to increase expenditures 
on rearmament thereby decreasing their capacity 
to make outlays on their economic and social 
programmes. This was one aspect of the price 
being paid by the Arab States to achieve an 
adequate guarantee of security. The countries 
of the Middle East were deprived of the oppor­
tunity of pursuing social, economic and cultural 
reforms and making their contribution to 
international co-operation. This situation did 
not serve the interests either of the Arab States 
or of international security. The Arab States 
had to carry the burden of security by diverting 
their resources from social reforms. Moreover 
this problem of security was of international 
concern as well as of internal concern to the 
Arab States. These facts were knowri to those 
delegations who supported the plan of the 
Mediator. 

The plan of the Mediator was lacking in realism 
in that it offered no reasonable solution for the 
problems of the Palestine Arabs and the security 

permettent pas non plus d'avoir foi dans l'effica­
cite de !'action de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies pour assurer le maintien de ses decisions. 

Le PRESIDENT propose au representant de 
l'Egypte de continuer son expose a Ia prochaine 
seance. 

La seance est levee a 13 h. 10. 

DEUX-CENT-DEUXIEME SEANCE 

Tenue au Palais de Chaillot, Paris, 
le Mercredi 17 novembre 1948, a 15 heures. 

President: M. P.-H. SPAAK (Belgique). 

71. Suite de la' discussion sur le rapport 
interimaire du Mediateur des Nations 
Unies pour la Palestine (A/648) 

KHACHABA Pacha (Egypte) poursuit !'expose 
qu'il a commence a Ia 201 e seance et reprend Ia 
question de garanties. II declare qu'il croit inter­
preter fidelement les sentiments de Ia delegation 
arabe et de certaines autres delegatif ns lorsqu'il 
met en doute l'efficacite des garantit.s suggerees. 
La seule garantie acceptable consiste a etre pret, 
militairement, a faire face a l'agression. Selon 
lui, un Etat ne peut compter que sur ses propres 
forces pour faire face a !'invasion. Les Etats 
arabes ne peuvent s'assurer cette garantie que par 
un double sacrifice. 

La confiance mutuelle qui regie parmi les Etats 
arabes leur a permis de donner au monde l'exemple 
du desarmement et de relations de bon voisinage. 
A cette atmosphere saine est venue succeder une 
ere de St.spicion, qui a amene une tension dans les 
relations des communautes arabes et juives de 
Palestine, comme, en verite, dans tous les pays 
du Moyen Orient. On a soup<;onne les citoyens 
juifs de constituer une cinquieme colonne et cette 
situation a fait naitre des sentiments antijuifs. 
Tous ceux auxquels l'hostilite qu'eveille la pene­
tration juive est bien connue savaient quelle 
reaction pouvait se produire. En raison des graves 
consequences possibles, Ies Gouvernements arabes 
ont fait des depenses en vue de leur rearmement, 
ce qui a reduit les fonds dont ils pouvaient disposer 
pour leurs programmes economiques et sociaux. 
Tel est l'un des aspects du probleme, tel est Je 
prix auquelles Etats arabes assurent leur securite. 
Les pays du Moyen Orient sont prives de Ia possi­
bilite de poursuivre leurs reformes economiques, 
sociales et culturelles et d'apporter leur contribu­
tion a Ia cooperation internationale. Cette situa­
tion ne sert ni les interets des Etats arabes, ni 
ceux de Ia securite internationale. Les Etats 
arabes doivent porter le fardeau de leur securite 
en ne consacrant pas leurs ressources a11x reformes 
sociales envisagees. De plus, ce pro!Jleme de Ia 
securite preoccupe les Etats arabes aussi bien du 
point de vue international que dn point de vue 
interieur. Les delegations qui souticnnent le plan 
du Mediateur le savent bien. 

Le plan du Mediateur manque de realisme en ce 
qu'il n'apporte aucune solution raisonnab~e a?~ 
problemes des Arabes de Palestine e~ la secunte 



of the Middle East. The Mediator stated that 
the Jews of Palestine had always been and still 
were a distinct and autonomous political and 
cultural community. He had failed to note, 
however, that under the Mandate, the Jews had 
never claimed sovereignty and there was a great 
difference between autonomy and sovereignty. 

In a spirit of goodwill, the Arab States had 
proposed a variety of solutions which offered fair 
and just settlements. These, however, were 
rejected. The Arab States had not adhered to 
a single formula but had sought any reasonable 
solution. The proposals of the Mediator could 
not be viewed as reasonable. \Vhat was required 
was a proposal which respected the rights of 
the inhabitants of Palestine and took account 
of their right to self-determination. It should 
be based upon reality which alone offered a 
foundation for security and lasting peace. 

Mr. JoR~IERD (Iraq) said tha this delegation 
agreed that speeches could not serve the cause 
of peace unless they expressed the unanimous 
desire to act in a spirit of equity. The main 
obstacles to fair solutions arose, in the present 
complex circumstances of the world, out of 
certain ambitions and demands. The Assembly 
should not abandon the spirit of goodwill and 
justice or it would see the triumph of interest 
over equity. Only anarchy and chaos could 
then ensue. 

The Palestine problem had been the greatest 
test of the effectiveness of the United Nations 
since its inception ; if it were solved, the United 
Nations would prove its abiHty to assure peace 
and security. ·while the Palestine que ;tion was 
very grave, it was less complex than Zionist 
propaganda pretended. If account were taken 
of the inhabitants of Palestine the problem 
became simple. The Zionists were a motley 
throng gathered from the four corners of the 
earth, who operated a vast propaganda machine 
and exerted influence in high places. The people 
of Palestine, who lacked the facilities of the 
Zionists, had been unable to assert their rights. 

It should be noted that the report of the 
Mediator (A/648) proposed measures which would 
in fact implement the partition plan. It there­
fore seemed appropriate to recall the essentials 
of the problem in order to judge the plan given 
in the report. If one consulted history and 
studied the Holy Scriptures, it could readily be 
seen that a few Israelites had come to Palestine 
and after living there among the indigenous 
inhabitants, had been expelled some 2,000 years 
ago. The Palestine people who had lived there 
before, during and after the passage of the 
Israelites still remained there. Thus there was 
no historical justification for the Zionist claims. 
If they were to be accepted, the United Nations 
should also consider a general redistribution of 
the territories of the earth : on a similar basis, 
the Arabs would take over Spain, Turkey would 
receive the Balkan countries and even France 

du Moyen Orient. Le Mediateur declare que les 
J uifs de Palestine ont toujours ete et constituent 
toujours une communaute autonome et distincte, 
au point de vue politique comme au point de vue 
culture!. II a toutefois omis de notcr que, pendant 
la duree du Mandat, les Juifs n'ont jamais reclame 
la souverainete ; il y a une grande difference entre 
l'autonomie et la souverainete. 

Faisant preuve d'un esprit de bonne volonte, 
les Etats arabes ont propose diverses solutions qui 
permettaient de regler la situation de fat;on juste 
et equitable. Elles ont pourtant ete rejetees. Les 
Etats arabes n'ont pas donne leur adhesion a une 
seule formule, mais ils ont recherche toutes les 
solutions raisonnables. Les propositions du Media­
teur ne peuvent etre considerees comme raison­
nables. Ce qu'il faut, c'est une proposition qui 
respecte les droits des habitants de la Palestine et 
tienne compte de leur droit a decider eux-memes 
de leur sort. Elle doit etre basee sur la realite qui, 
seule, offre des bases solides pour la securite et une 
paix durable. 

M. JonMERD (Irak) declare que sa delegation 
reconnait que des discours ne peuvent servir la 
cause de la paix, a moins d'exprimer le desir 
unanime d'agir dans un esprit d'cquite. En raison 
de la complexite de la situation mondiale actuelle, 
certaines ambitions et certaines exigences consti­
tuent les principaux obstacles a !'adoption de 
solutions equitables. L' Assemblee ne do it pas faire 
abandon de son esprit de bonne volonte et d'equite, 
sous peine d'assister au triomphe de !'interet sur 
l'equitc. Seule, l'anarchie et le chaos en 
resulteraient. 

La question de la Palestine est l'epreuve Ja plt~s 
importante a laquelle !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies ait ete soumise depuis sa creation ; en y 
apportant une solution, elle prouverait qu'elle est 
capable d'assurer le maintien de la paix et de la 
securite. La question palestinienne est tres 
serieuse, mais elle est moins compliquee que ne le 
pretend la propagande sioniste. Elle serait simple 
si on ne tenait compte que des habitants de la 
Palestine. Les sionistes sont une masse heterogene, 
dont les elements viennent de toutes les parties du 
globe ; ils dirigent un vaste reseau de propagande 
et ont de !'influence dans les milieux haut plac6s. 
Les habitants de Palestine, qui ne disposent pas 
des moyens qu'ont les sionistes, n'ont pu faire 
valoir leurs droits. 

II y a lieu de noter que les mesures proposees 
dans le rapport du Mcdiateur (A/648) revien­
draient a mettre a execution le plan de partage. II 
est done indispensable, semble-t-il, de rappeler les 
donnees fondamentales du probleme, afin de 
pouvoir juger le projet expose dans le rapport. 
En se referant a l'histoire et aux Saintes Ecritures, 
on remarque immediatement que les Israelites 
sont venus en Palestine en petit nombre ; apres y 
avoir vecu parmi la population autochtone, ils 
furent expulses il y a quelque deux mille ans. La 
population qui habitait ce pays avant, pendant et 
apres le passage des Israelites est celle qui l'habite 
encore aujourd'hui. Aussi les revendications des 
sionistes sont-elles denuees de tout fondement 
historique. Si !'Organisation des Nations Unies 
acceptait ces revendications, elle devrait envisager 
une nouvelle repartition de tous les territoires de 
la terre et, au nom de principes analogues, les 
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and the States of Latin America could not be ' 
sure of their boundaries. Such bizarre irre­
dentism could not be entertained. 

With regard to the thesis that the Zionists 
were the heirs to the Israelites, Professor H. Loewe 
of Oxford had shown how the Mosaic religion 
had been disseminated in Europe, Africa and 
Asia with the result that there were Jews of 
all races and colours. They were by no ·means 
the direct descendants of those who had been 
expelled from Palestine in the first century of 
the Christian era. 

The Zionists also claimed that they were 
given a right to establish a State in Palestine 
by virtue of the fact that their principal shrines 
were there. They overlooked the fact that the 
same was true of the Christians and the Moslems 
who indeed had more numerous shrines in 
Palestine. There was no religious justification 
for the Zionist claims. 

The Zionists had exploited natural generosity 
and humanitarian sentiments. The need for 
a sanctuary for Jews persecuted in Europe had 
been proclaimed in the Assembly. The question 
arose why a small and overpopulated State like 
Palestine should be chosen as the asylum for 
the victims of antisemitism rather than the 
uninhabited areas in those countries whose 
representatives advocated giving them sanctuary. 
The proposal in fact was that half a million 
Arabs should be driven from their homes to 
make room for foreigners, and that the suffering 
of the Jews in Europe should be remedied by 
creating suffering for the Arabs. Palestine was 
about 7,000 square kilometres in area and 
already had more people than it could feed. 
This problem had been recognized as long ago 
as 1893 by the Jewish leader, Mr. Herzl, who had 
supported the idea of settling Jews in Uganda. 

A more immediate question which might be 
put to the Zionists : how could they justify 
their claims to sanctuary inasmuch as the recent 
war had been a triumph for democracy and a 
defeat for the Nazi creed of racial intolerance ? 
The Zionists insisted on their State rather than 
return to their old communities. Some States 
which supported Zionist ambitions seemed to 
be using humanitarian considerations only as a 
screen for other motives. 

With regard to the legal aspect of the question, 
no principle of international law could be invoked 
in favour of the Zionist attempts at conquest. 
In defiance of the principles of international law, 
some States, motivated by selfish interests, were 
supporting the Zionists with arms in the attempt 
to achieve a fait accompli. This indicated 
retrogression to the barbaric theory that might 
is right. 

A review of the Zionist manreuvrings over the 
years showed how shameless had been their 
8tt cmpts to secure Palestine. During the First 
World War they had sought the support of 
both Germany and the Western Allies, and the 
United Kingdom had come nearest to meeting 
their demands. The United Kingdom had needed 
Jewish aiel ; on the other hand, Turkey had been 
opposed to any bargain respecting Palestine on 

Arabes recevraicnt l'Espagne, Ia Turquie recevrait 
les pays balkaniques ; ni Ia France, ni Ies Etats de 
!'Amerique latine ne seraient plus surs de leurs 
frontieres. Un irredentisme aussi etrange est chose 
insoutenable. 

Quant a Ia thcorie scion laquelle les sionistes 
seraient les heritiers des Israelites, le professeur 
H. Loew·e d'Oxforcl a montre comment la religion 
de Moise s'est propagee en Europe, en Afrique et 
en Asie, si bien qu'il y a des Juifs de toutes races 
et de toutes couleurs. Ceux-ci ne sont aucunement 
des descendants en ligne directe de ceux qui ont 
ete expulses de Palestine, au premier siecle de 
!'ere chretienne. 

Les sionistes ont egalement pretendu que la 
presence de leurs principaux sanctuaires en Pales­
tine leur donnait le droit d'y constituer un Etat. 
lis oublient de dire que cela est egalement vrai 
des chretiens et des musulmans, qui possedent, en 
verite, un plus grand nombre de sanctuaires en 
Palestine. Les pretentions des sionistes sont 
denuees de tout fondement religieux. 

Les sionistes ont exploite des sentiments natu­
rels de generosite et d'humanite. On a proclame, 
a I' Assemblee, Ia necessite de trouver une terre 
d'asile pour les Juifs persecutes en Europe. On se 
demande alors pourquoi un petit pays surpeuple 
comme la Palestine devrait etre choisi comme 
asile pour les victimes de l'antisemitisme, de 
preference aux zones depeuplees des pays memes 
qui recommandent que l'on trouve pour les Juifs 
une terre d'asile. On propose en somme de chasser 
un demi-million d' Arabes de leurs foyers pour 
faire place a des etrangers et de mettre fin aux 
souffrances des Juifs d'Europe en faisant souffrir 
les Arabes. La Palestine a une superficie d'environ 
7.000 kilometres carres et a deja plus d'habitants 
qu'elle n'en peut nourrir. Ce fait a ete reconnu des 
1893 par M. Herzl, le leader juif, qui preconisait 
!'installation des J uifs en Ouganda. 

On pom·rait poser aux sionistes une question 
plus directe encore : sur quelle base rcvendiquent­
ils encore un asile, puisque Ia derniere guerre s'est 
terminee par Ia victoire des democraties et par Ia 
defaite des doctrines d'into1erance raciale des 
nazis ? Les sionistes ont insiste sur Ia creation d'un 
Etat juif plutot que de retourner dans les commu­
nautes ou ils vivaient auparavant. Certains Etats, 
qui appuient les pretentions des sionistes, ne 
semblent invoquer des considerations humani­
taires que pour dissimuler d'autres desseins. 

Du point de vue juridique, le droit international 
ne contient aucun principe qui puisse justifier les 
tentatives de conquete des sionistes. En violation 
des principes du droit international, certains 
:Etats, mus par des interets egoi:stes, aident Ies 
sionistes par les armes et tentent de mettre le 
monde devant un fait accompli. On revient ainsi 
a Ia theorie barbare de la raison du plus fort. 

Si I'on examine Ia tactique employee par les 
sionistes au cours de ces annees, on constatera leur 
manque de scrupules dans les tentatives faites par 
eux pour s'emparer de la Palestine. Pendant ~a 
premiere guerre mondiale, ils ont cherche a obten~r 
l'appui tant de I' Allemagne que des allies occi­
dentaux, ct le Royaume-Uni leur a concede lc 
maximum. Il a eu besoin de I'aide des Juifs; par 
contre, Ia Turquie s'opposait a tout marchandage 
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the part of Germany. On 2 November 1917 
Balfour had sent his famous letter to Rothschild 
stating that His Majesty's Government looked 
with favour upon the establishment of a Jewish 
national home in Palestine on the understanding 
that nothing would be done to prejudice the 
civil or religious rights of non-Jewish communities 
there or of Jews in other countries. This famous 
Charter of Zionism need not be examined in 
detail, but it should be noted that the Government 
of the United Kingdom took upon itself the 
right to give away what it did not possess. In 
any event, the Balfour Declaration made no 
mention of a Jewish State ; it spoke only of a 
national home. It should be noted that the 
United Kingdom Government had already 
informed King Hussein that it would support 
the integration of Palestine into his Kingdom. 
In preparation for that event, a Mandate was 
proclaimed and the Palestine tragedy began. 

The Jews benefitted from the British Admin­
istration and mass immigration began. The 
Arabs had always opposed the British Admin­
istration but were suppressed and their peaceful 
claims were rejected. Since 1919 Palestine had 
been a hotbed of disturbances and repressions 
and jails had been filled with Arab patriots. 
Jewish immigration had continued with the 
connivance of the British Administration, which 
paid no attention to the warning of their own 
experts that the country had reached the point 
of economic saturation. It was also clearly 
shown that the promises of the Balfour Decla­
ration had already been fulfilled. The last report 
along these lines had been made in 1930, but the 
immigration of hundreds of thousands of Jews 
had continued. 

After the Second WoriJ War, the United 
States had taken up the Zionist cause and 
nullified all the Arab claims. It was not clear 
how the United States came to be involved in 
this area. No doubt the attitude of the United 
States had influenced the United Kingdom's 
decision to submit the problem to the United 
Nations in order to rid itself of a heavy responsi­
bility. Such a move found favour with the 
Zionists for they had extensive political and 
financial influence in many countries. A General 
Assembly was convened and the idea of partition 
was reborn there despite the evil consequences 
which obviously would ensue as a result of any 
such balkanization of the Middle East. 

The question was then referred to a Special 
Committee and, although some delegations 
expressed their fears concerning partition, · the 
recommendations of the Special Committee 
(A/364) were approved by the Assembly. The 
partition plan which was adopted had led to 
bloodshed. Battles began even before the termin­
ation of the Mandate. A new special session 
was convened to reconsider the solution, but the 
Mandate ended on 15 May and the British moved 
out leaving no constitutional legal authority. 
The Zionists put their plans into execution, 
attacking the peaceful Arabs and driving half 
a million of them from their homes amid massacres 

de la part de I' Allemagne en ce qui concernait Ia 
Palestine. Le 2 novembre 1917, lord Balfour 
envoyait a M. Rothschild la lettre celebre dans 
laquelle il declarait que le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majeste verrait avec plaisir la !creation d'un foyer 
national juif en Palestine, etant entendu que rien 
ne serait fait qui puisse porter atteinte aux droits 
civils et religieux des communautes non juives de 
ce pays ou des Juifs habitant d'autres pays. II est 
inutile d'etudier cette fameuse charte du sionisme 
dans lG detail ; il faut remarquer neanmoins que le 
Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni s'est arroge le 
droit de donner ce qui ne lui appartenait pas. 
Quoiqu'il en soit, la Declaration Balfour ne 
parlait pas d'un Etat juif mais seulernent d'un 
foyer national. II est a noter que le Gouvernement 
du Royaume-Uni avait deja fait savoir au roi 
Hussein qu'il appuierait !'incorporation de Ia 
Palestine dans son royaume. En attendant que ce 
fftt fait, on institua le Mandat, ce qui fut Ie debut 
de la tragedie palestinienne. 

L'administration britannique donna des avan­
tages aux Juifs et !'immigration en masse com­
ment;a. Les Arabes ont toujours ete hostiles a 
!'administration britannique, mais leurs tenta­
tives d'opposition furent reprimees et leurs 
revendications pacifiques rejetees. Des 1919, la 
Palestine etait un foyer de troubles et de repres­
sion ; les prisons s'emplissaient de patriotes arabes. 
L'immigration juive se poursuivait avec la compli­
cite de !'administration britannique ; celle-ci ne 
tenait aucun compte des avertissements de ses 
propres experts, qui lui signalaient que le pays 
avait atteint le point de saturation economique. 
Il etait evident que l'on avait realise les pro­
messes de Ia Declaration Balfour. Le dernier 
rapport a cet egard date de 1930; toutefois, des 
centaines de milliers de Juifs continuaient d'im­
migrer en Palestine. 

A !'issue de la deuxieme guerre mondiale, les 
Etats-Unis ont pris en mains la cause des sionistes 
et ont ecarte toutes les revendications des Arabes. 
On ne sait pas tres bien comment les Etats-Unis en 
sont venus a se meier des affaires de cette region. 
Il est certain que Ia position des Etats-Unis a 
influence le Royaume-Uni dans sa decision de 
saisir !'Organisation des Nations Unies de la 
question, afin de se decharger d'une lom·de respon· 
sabilitc. Cette mesure a ete favorablement 
accueillie par les sionistes car ces derniers ont, 
dans de nombreux pays, une grande influence dans 
les milieux politiques et financiers. L' Assemblee 
generale a ete convoquee ; l'idee d'un partage a ete 
reprise, bien que I'on sache qu'une telle balkani­
sation du Moyen Orient doit avoir, de toute evi­
dence, de:' consequences desastreuses. 

La questinn fut alors rcnvoyee a une Com­
mission speciale, dont l'Assemblee approuva les 
recommandations (A/364) bien que certaines 
delegations aient exprime les craintes que leur 
inspirait un partage. Or, le plan de partage adopte 
eut pour n\sultat des effusions de sang. Les 
combats commencerent avant meme la fin du 
Mandat. L'Assemhiee fut alors a nouveau con­
voquee en session extraordinaire pour chercher 
une autre solution ; cependant, le Mandat prit 
fin le 15 mai et les Britanniques evacuerent Ie 
pays, le laissant depourvu de tout gouvernement 
legal. Les sionistes mirent alors leurs projets a 
execution, attaquant les pacifiques Arabes, dont 
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and atrocities. The Jews took no notice of 
diplomatic immunities and did not spare the 
Arab consulates in Jerusalem. All these actions 
aroused Arab public opinion and the Governments 
of the Arab States became aware of the grave 
threat to their internal security. Clearly it 
was necessary to restore order in Palestine. 
The termination of the Mandate had left a 
vacuum and the Arab Governments legitimately 
decided upon intervention. 

While the General Assembly was still deli­
berating and before a decision had been reached, 
the Zionists proclaimed the establishment of 
a State, although the United Nations had 
recognized that partition was an impossibility 
and was seeking a new peaceful solution. In 
the circumstances, disapproval of the Zionists 
might have been expected from the Members of 
the United Nations. The United States, however, 
immediately recognized the Jewish State in a 
move showing surprising synchronization. Other 
States had followed suit despite the amazement 
of the world. This was a flagrant violation of 
the principles of the Charter, brought about by 
the pressure of interests. 

The war between the Zionists and the Arab 
armies, who had entered to restore order, 
continued. The Arab armies were converging 
on Tel Aviv and were on the point of liquidating 
the Zionist threat when the Mediator intervened 
with a four-week truce. The Arab States agreed 
to this proposal because of their desire for a 
peaceful solution. The Zionists also accepted 
the truce but did so in order to re-group their 
forces and secure more arms. Before the truce 
was over, the Mediator offered a new solution 
similar to the partition proposal, which was 
rejected by the Arabs. The Security Council 
then had called for a further truce to allow the 
Mediator to prepare another plan. Despite 
their fears that the Jews would again violate 
the truce, the Arabs accepted it in the hope that a 
satisfactory solution would be reached. Their 
fears were justified, for the Zionists continued 
the importation of arms, the immigration of 
young soldiers who bore no resemblance to 
refugees, and the violation of all the conditions 
of the truce, including respect of the Holy Places. 
This challenge to morality had been witnessed 
by the Mediator and his assistants. 

Now the report of the Mediator (A/648) was 
before the First Committee. It was a disap­
pointment to the Government of Iraq which 
had hoped for a peaceful solution. The report 
followed the partition idea, although it had been 
rejected by the Arab States. The report could 
not serve as a basis for discussion, for it opened 
up no new prospects. 

lt was possible that the members of the 
Assembly were badly informed concerning the 
status of Palestine and its relations with the 
countries of the Middle East. The Arab States 
would not be defeated by the temporary success 
of the Zionists and the future should be borne 
in mind. Seven Arab States with a population 

un demi~million furent chasses de leurs foyers, ce 
qui s'accompagna de massacres et d'atrocites. 
Ne tenant aucun compte de I'immunite diplo­
matique, les Juifs n'epargnerent meme pas les 
consulats arabes de Jerusalem. Tous ces actes 
alerterent !'opinion publique arabe et les Gouver­
nements des Etats arabes prirent conscience de Ia 
grave menace dont leur securite interieure etait 
I' objet. 11 etait evident qu'il fallait retablir l'ordre 
en Palestine. La fin du Mandat avait laisse un 
vide et les Gouvernements arabes deciderent a 
bon droit d'intervenir. 

Tan dis que 1' Assemblee generale deliberait 
encore et avant meme qu'elle n'est abouti a une 
decision, les sionistes proclamerent Ia creation 
d'un Etat juif, bien que !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies eut reconnu I'impossibilite du partage et 
cherchat une nouvelle solution pacifique. Dans ces 
circonstances on aurait pu s'attendre a ce que les 
Membres de !'Organisation des Nations Unies 
desapprouvent les sionistes. Or, les Etats-Unis ont 
immediatement reconnu I'Etat juif, et cette 
hate est vraiment etrange. D'autres :Etats ont 
suivi leur exemple, malgre le sentiment de stupe­
faction qui s'est empare du monde entier. C'etait 
la une violation flagrante des principes de la 
Charte, commise sous la pression d'interets parti­
cuiiers. 

La guerre entre les sionistes et les armees arabes, 
qui avaient penetre en Palestine pour y retablir 
l'ordre, a continue. Les armees arabes conver­
geaient sur Tel-Aviv et etaient sur le point d'en 
finir avec la menace sioniste, lorsque le Mediateur 
est intervenu en proposant une treve de quatre 
semaines. Les :Etats arabes ont accepte cette pro­
position, car ils desiraient aboutir a une solution 
pacifique. Les sionistes, eux aussi, ont accepte la 
treve, mais ils ne I'ont fait qu'en vue de regrouper 
leurs forces et de se procurer de nouvelles armes. 
Avant que la treve n'ait pris fin, le Mediateur a 
propose une nouvelle solution, analogue au projet 
de partage ; les Arabes la rejeterent. Le Coriseil 
de securite proposa alors une nouvelle treve pour 
permettre au Mediateur de preparer un autre 
plan. Tout en craignant de nouvelles violations 
de la treve de Ia part des Juifs, Ies Arabes l'ont 
accepte, dans l'espoir qu'on aboutirait a une 
solution satisfaisante. Leurs craintes etaient 
justifiees, car les sionistes ont continue a importer 
des armes, a introduire dans Ie pays de jeunes 
soldats qui ne ressemblaient en rien a des refugies, 
et a violer toutes les conditions de la treve, y 
compris le respect du aux Lieux saints. Ce defi 
lance au sens moral a etc remarque par le 
Mediateur et par ses adjoints. 

La Premiere Commission a maintenant sous les 
yeux le rapport du Mediateur (A/648). II de<;oit le 
Gouvernement de l'Irak, qui avait espere une 
solution pacifique ; en effet, ce rapport s'en tient 
a !'idee du partage, bien que les :Etats arabes 
l'aient deja repoussee. Le rapport ne peut done pas 
scrvir de base de discussion, car il n'ouvrc pas de 
nouvelles perspectives. 

II se peut que les membres de l'Assemblee soient 
mal renscignes sur le statut de la Palestine et sur 
les relations de ce pays avec les pays du Moyen 
Orient. Les Etats arabes ne se laisscront pas 
decourager par les succes temporaires des sio­
nistes ; il faut en effet sanger aussi a I'avenir. 
Sept Etats arabes, dont la population totale 
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of some 40 millions surrounded Palestine and 
considered it to be a part of the Arab world. 
Moreover, the Arab States were linked to the 
peoples of North Africa and other Moslem areas. 
Thus the Palestine problem extended beyond 
the boundaries of Palestine and the Middle 
East, as had been emphasized by the repre­
sentative of Pakistan. A Jewish State in the 
heart of an Arab area would create a threat to 
the Arab countries and upset the equilibrium of 
the Middle East. Moreover, the consequences 
which would overtake the Jewish minorities in 
those areas as well as in other countries should 
be considered. 

Emphasis should likewise be given to the 
character of the Zionist ambitions. They went 
far beyond the establishment of a State in 
Palestine. Their own spokesmen had said that 
it was only a part of the broader strategy. As 
had been foretold in the Talmud, the Jewish 
State would stretch from the Nile to the Euphrates 
and the Tigris. The establishment of a Jewish 
State was not the end, but the beginning. 

An equitable solution to the Palestine question 
could be found if the problem were studied 
apart from any confusing propaganda. The 
principles of the Charter, and in particular, the 
right to self-determination, pointed the way 
to a solution. The partition plan had led only 
to bloodshed ; surely the Assembly would wish 
to find some means of improving the situation. 

Mr. EL-KHOURI (Syria) said that the Committee 
should examine the report of the Mediator to 
discover whether he had executed the tasks 
entrusted to him by the General Assembly and 
the Security Council. In its resolution 186 (S-2) 
of 14 May 1948, the Assembly had crea ted the 
post of Mediator. He had been appointed by 
a Committee of the permanent members of the 
Security Council. His terms of reference had 
been drawn up by the Assembly and later 
elaborated by the Security Council. The main 
objective had been to find a peaceful solution 
to the Palestine problem. 

The General Assembly had been seized of the 
Palestine question at the request of the Mandatory 
Power, which had asked that recommendations 
be made concerning the future Government of 
Palestine. The United Kingdom had stated 
that the Mandate had proved unworkable because 
it included provision for the establishment of 
a Jewish national home. There had been limi­
tations in the Mandate to the establishment 
of a Jewish national home, namely, that it should 
not prejudice the rights or position of the other 
elements of the Palestine population, and that 
Jewish immigration should not jeopardize the 
position of the Arabs. 

The partition plan had been adopted by a 
majority of the General Assembly consisting 
of nations far away from the Middle East and 
having no economic or political connexions with 
the area. On the other hand, all the Asiatic 
States which were concerned with the area were 
either opposed to the plan or abstained from 
voting. At the time, it had been pointed out 
that the States favouring partition represented 

s'eleve a quelque 40 millions d'habitants, 
entourent la Palestine et Ia considerent comme 
partie integrante du monde arabe. En outre, les 
Etats arabes ont des attaches· avec les peuples de 
!'Afrique du Nord et avec d'autres regions 
peuplees de musulmans. La question de la Pales­
tine deborde done les frontieres de ce pays et 
meme celles du Moyen Orient, comme l'a souligne 
le representant du Pakistan. Un Etat juif qui 
s'implanterait au creur d'une region arabe mena­
ecrait les pays arabes et detruirait l'equilibre du 
Moyen Orient tout entier. Il faut aussi envisager 
les consequences que devront subir les minorites 
juives etablies dans ces regions, de meme que dans 
d'autres pays. 

Par ailleurs, il importe de souligner le veritable 
caractere des ambitions sionistes, qui vont bien 
au dela de la creation d'un Etat en Palestine. 
Leurs propres porte-parole ont declare que la 
creation de cet Etat fait partie d'une strategic 
plus vaste. L'Etat juif, comme l'a predit le 
Talmud, doit s'etendre du Nil jusqu'a l'Euphrate 
et au Tigre. La fondation d'un Etat juif n'est pas 
une fin, mais un commencement. 

Il serait possible de trouver une solution equi­
table au probleme palestinien, si on l'etudiait en 
faisant abstraction de toute propagande derou­
tante. Les principes de ]a Charte, en particulier le 
droit des peuples a disposer d'eux-memes, sont 
la pour indiquer le chemin qui mene a une solu­
tion. Le projet de partage n'a conduit qu'a des 
effusions de sang, et l' Assemblee doit etre dCsi­
reuse de trouver un moyen d'ameliorer la situation. 

M. EL KHouRI (Syrie) dit que la Commission 
devrait etudier le rapport du Mediateur de 
maniere a determiner s'il s'est vraiment acquitte 
de la tache que lui avaient confiee l' Assemblee 
generale et le Conseil de secmite. Par sa resolu­
tion 186 (S-2) du 14 mai 1948, l'Assemblee a cree 
le poste de Mediateur. Celui-ci a ete nomme par 
un Comite compose des membres permanents du 
Conseil de securite. Son mandat a etc redige par 
l'Assemblee et mis au point ensuite par le Conseil 
de securite. L'objectif principal etait d'aboutir a 
une solution pacifique du probleme palestinien. 

L' Assemblee generale a etc saisie de la question 
palestinienne a la rcquete de la Puissance manda­
taire, qui a demande que des recommandations 
soient adoptees relativement au futur Gouver­
nement de la Palestine. Le Royaume-Uni a 
declare que les termes du Mandat s'etaient averes 
irrealisables, en raison de !'inclusion de clauses 
prevoyant l'etablissement d'un foyer national 
juif. Le Mandat contenait des restrictions a ce 
sujet et specifiait notamment que l'etablissement 
du foyer national juif ne devait nuire ni aux droits 
ni au statut des autres elements de la population 
palestinienne et que }'immigration juive ne devait 
pas compromettre la situation des Arabes. 

Le plan de partage a etc adopte par une majo.rite 
a l'AssemblCe gcnerale, composee de nations 
geographiquement eloignees du Moyen Orient et 
n'entretenant aucun rapport economique ou poli­
tique avec cette region. D'autrc part, tous lcs 
Etats asiatiques qui ont des interets dans la region 
se sont declares contre Ie projet ou se sont abstenus 
de voter. On a fait remarquer a l'epoque que les 
Etats en faveur du partage ne representaient que 
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only about 500 million people, while those which 
did not support the plan represented more than 
1,000 million people who were afiected by the 
decision. However, the rules of the Assembly 
were such that the Partition Plan was adopted. 

It had also been argued that the Assembly 
was not competent to make a recommendation 
for partition or to create a commission to 
implement the recommendation and act as an 
Administering Authority. According to the 
Charter, the Assembly had no authority to 
administer any territory except through the 
Trusteeship System. Mr. El-Khouri recalled 
that he had pointed out to the Assembly that the 
United Kingdom had no authority to put the 
question before the Assembly. The United 
Kingdom could either make Palestine indepen­
dent, which was the ultimate object of the 
Mandate System, or it could have submitted a 
Trusteeship Agreement under Article 79 of the 
Charter ; then the Assembly would have been 
competent to make recommendations. All these 
arguments had been over-ridden by the tremen­
dous authority of certain States which supported 
the idea of partition. 

It had never been intended that the Mandate 
should lead to a division of Palestine or to the 
establishment of a Jewish State. According to 
the Mandate, Jews were to be admitted to 
Palestine and given certain rights such as the 
acquisition of property. The Zionists had been 
represented at the Peace Conference in 1919 
and at that time Dr. Weizmann had stated that 
the Jews had no designs upon sovereignty and 
that the Arabs should not be anxious on that 
account. The United Kingdom had, on several 
occasions, stated that neither the Mandate nor 
the Balfour Declaration meant that there should 
be a sovereign Jewish State in Palestine. The 
White Paper of 1939 which was approved by a 
large majority of the British Parliament stated 
that the national home had been established, 
that there was no need for further immigration 
above 75,000 persons over a five-year period, 
and that Palestine would be independent. This 
document was rejected by the Zionists who 
demanded unlimited immigration. 

Resolution 181 (I) of the Assembly had called 
upon the Security Council to aid in the imple­
mentation of its recommendations. The Security 
Council declined on the grounds that it had no 
authority to enforce such a political decision. 
A special session of the Assembly had then been 
called ; it approved a new resolution [186 (S.-2)] 
which abandoned the idea of partition and 
appointed a Mediator to find a solution. 

The last report of the Mediator (A/648) 
consisted of three parts, the third of which dealt 
with the refugee problem. This problem was 
exclusively an Arab problem for during the 
period that the Assembly had been considering 
the Palestine problem, over half a million Arabs 
had been expelled from their homes. This 
had been the achievement of the United Nations 
in Palestine, rather than any peaceful solution. 
It had been alleged that those refugees had 
left their homes voluntarily. It was extra-
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500 millions d'habitants environ, alors qur n·ux 
qui etaient opposes a ce plan reprcsentail' nt plus 
d'nn milliard d'habitants et comprenait'nt ks 
peuplcs dont les inten~ts se trouvaient a!Tectes par 
cette decision. Cependant, le rcglement de l'As­
semblee etait tel que le plan de partage fut adopte. 

On a fait valoir egalement que l'Assemblee 
n'est pas competente pour prendre des decision:<; 
telles qu'une recommandation en vue du partage, 
aula creation d'une commission chargee de mettre 
en ceuvre cette recommandation et d'agir en tant 
qu' Autorite responsable de I' administration. Aux 
termes de la Charte, l'Assemblee n'a pas autorite 
pour administrer des territoires, a mains de les 
placer sons le Regime de tutelle. 1\L El-Khouri 
rappelle que, ainsi qu'iJ I'avait deja signale a 
I'Assemblee, le Royaume-Uni n'avait nullement Ia 
faculte de porter la question devant I'Assemblee. 
Le Royaume-Uni pouvait soit accorder l'indepen­
dance a Ia Palestine, et c'etait Ia le but final auqurl 
tendait le Regime du Mandat, soit proposer un 
accord de tutelle aux termes de !'Article 79 de la 
Charte, et dans ce cas I'Assemblee am·ait ete 
competente pour faire des recommandations. Mais 
tons ces arguments ont etc balayes, a cause de 
l'enorme influence qu'exen;aient certains Etats 
favorables a I'idee de partage. 

Le Mandat n'a jamais ete destine a provoquer 
le partage de la Palestine ou I'etablissement d'un 
Etat juif. Aux termes du Mandat, les Juifs 
devaient etre admis en Palestine et recevoir cer­
tains droits tels que celui d'aequerir des biens 
fanciers. Les sionistes ont etc representes a la 
Conference de la paix en 1919, et a cette date 
M. Weizmann a declare que les Juifs ne se propo­
saient pas de parvenir a la souverainete, et que les 
Arahes n'avaient aucune inquietude a avoir a ce 
sujet. A plusieurs reprises le Royaume-Uni 'a 
declare que ni le Mandat ni la Declaration Balfour 
n 'impliquaient I' existence d'un Etat juif souvcrain 
en Palestine. Le Livre blanc de 1939, qui fut 
approuve par une grande majorite du Parlement 
britannique, etablissait que le foyer national 
avait ete fonde, limitait a 75.000 le nombre des 
nouveaux immigrants a admettre pendant unc 
periode de cinq ans, et declarait que la Palestine 
deviendrait independante. Ce document fut rejete 
par les sionistes qui reclamaient une immigration 
illimitee. 

La resolution 181 (II) adoptee par l'Assemblee 
a demande au Conseil de securite d'aider a Ia mise 
en ceuvre de ses recommandations. Le Conseil de 
securite a refuse, en expliquant qu'il n'avait pas 
l'autorite necessaire pour appliquer une decision 
politique de cet ordre. Une session extraordinaire 
de l'Assemblee a alors etc convoquee eta approuve 
une nouvelle resolution [186 (S-2)] qui, abandon­
nant l'idee du partage, designait un l\fediateur 
charge de trouver une solution. 

Le dernier rapport du MCdiateur (A/648) com­
prend trois parties, dont la drrniere traite du 
probleme des refugies. Ce probleme interessr 
uniqucment Ies Arabes car, pendant Ia periodc 
qui s'cst ecoulee depuis que I'Assemblee a aborde 
!'etude de Ia question palestinienne, plus d'un 
demi-million d'Arabes ant etc chasses de leurs 
foyers. Voila la solution pacifique a Iaquelle a 
abouti !'Organisation des Nations Unies en Pales­
tine. On a pretenclu que ces refugies ont ahandonne 
volontairement leurs foyers. 11 serait vraimcnt 



ordinary to suggest that some 600,000 Arabs 
would abandon their homes and property and 
sometimes even their children. They had not 
left because of any economic or political reasons. 
They had fled to save their lives. They had 
been aided in their flight by the troops of the 
Mandatory Power who helped them to get away 
in ships. Those fleeing into the interior had 
travelled over the hills rather than by the roads 
on which they would have been robbed by the 
Haganah, Irgun and Stern gangsters. Now 
those refugees had been assembled in groups, 
many of which were completely without shelter. 

~1r. El-Khouri thought that the third part 
of the Mediator's report, which dealt with the 
question of refugees, had two aspects. Firstly, 
there was the question of aid to those refugees, 
which had been discussed in the Third and 
Fifth Committees ; secondly, the political aspect 
which was to be discussed in the First Committee. 

The Jews did not permit the return of those 
refugees because they desired to use their former 
homes for Jewish immigrants. In other words, 
in order to shelter one displaced person from 
outside Palestine, the Jews were creating two 
or three more displaced persons by expelling 
them from their own homes. While the Arabs 
sympathized with the persecutions undergone 
by the Jewish people, they had not been respon­
sible for them, and it would be more logical for 
the United Nations to punish those who had 
persecuted the Jews and to re-establish the 
Jewish people in those areas rather than to 
impose them upon others. The Jewish people 
should be resettled in Poland, where the Jewish 
population had been reduced from 3,500,000 
to 500,000 or in Germany or eastern Europe, 
where it was claimed that complete democracy 
had been established. Many countries which 
sympathized with the Jews and wished them to 
be resettled in Palestine had vast unsettled 
territories in their own countries but would 
not accept the Jews there. As an example, he 
mentioned the representative of a country 
which had seven times the territory and one-half 
the population of Palestine, but had insisted 
that any refugees which it could accept must 
be agricultural workers and of a certain religious 
aith. Another representative of a country 

which had seven million people in about three 
million square miles had said that his country 
could not accept Jews because the Jews were 
never loyal to their home and would not make 
good citizens. 

The USSH had manufactured the concept 
of Jewish nationality, although it was well 
known that in the international sense, nationality 
applied to people living in the same country 
and under the same government. The General 
Assembly had manufactured an Israeli nation­
ality in the same way. It was based on religion, 
although every religion had citizens of different 
countries and races and such a precedent might 
encourage all religions to establish a special 
nationality. The creation of such a Jewish 
State was therefore detrimental not only to the 

extraordinaire qu'environ 600.000 Arabes aient 
voulu abandonner leurs foyers, leurs biens et 
quelquefois meme leurs enfants. Ce n'est pas pour 
des raisons economiques ou politiques qu'ils sont 
partis, c'est pour sauver leur vie. Ils ont ete aides 
dans leur fuite par les troupes de la Puissance 
mandataire, qui leur ont facilite le depart par mer. 
Ceux qui se sont enfuis vers l'interieur des terres 
ont prefere traverser les montagnes plutot que de 
suivre les routes sur lesquelles ils auraient ete 
depouilles par les bandits de la Haganah, de 
l'Irgoun et du groupe Stern. Ces refugies sont 
maintenant groupes dans certaines regions, mais 
beaucoup sont denues de tout abri. 

lVL £!-Khouri distingue dans la question des 
refugies, dont traite Ia troisieme partie du rapport 
du Mediateur, deux aspects differents. II y a 
d'abord l'aide a ces refugies, probh~me qu'ont 
discute les Troisieme et Cinquieme Commissions ; 
il y a ensuite !'aspect politique, qui doit etre 
discute au sein de la Premiere Commission. 

Les Juifs n'autorisent pas ces refugies a rentrer 
parce qu'ils desirent reserver a des immigrants 
juifs les lieux qu'ils occupaient. En d'autres 
termes, pour abriter une personne deplacee venue 
du dehors, les Juifs accroissent de deux ou trois le 
nombre des personnes deplacees, en chassant les 
Arabes de chez eux. Si les Arabes regrettent les 
persecutions qu'a subies le peuple juif, ils ne sont. 
pas responsables de ces persecutions ; il serait plus 
logique que les Nations Unies punlssent ceux qui 
ont persecute les Juifs et qu'elles retablissent Jes 
Juifs dans leurs droits dans les pays ou ils ont ete 
persecutes, plutot que d'imposer leur presence a 
d'autres. II faudrait retablir les Juifs en Pologne, 
pays ou le chiffre de Ia population juive a baisse 
de 3.500.000 a 500.000, ou bien en Allemagne, on 
encore en Europe orientale, oil l'on pretend que 
la democratic la plus authentique a ete instauree. 
De nombreux pays qui ont de la sympathie pour 
les Juifs et qui souhaitent leur retablissement en 
Palestine possedent eux-memes de vastes terri­
toires, mais n'acceptent pourtant pas d'y recevoir 
les Juifs. M. El-Khouri cite a titre d'exemple le 
cas d'un pays dont le territoire est sept fois plus 
grand que celui de la Palestine et dont la popu­
lation est deux fois moins nombreuse que celle de 
la Palestine, mais qui pourtant, selon les decla­
rations de son representant, ne veut laisser entrer, 
parmi les refugies, que ceux qui sont des travail­
leurs agricoles et qui appartiennent a nne certaine 
religion. Un autre representant, dont le pays a une 
population de sept millions d'habitants sur un 
territoire de pres de huit millions de kilometres 
carres, a dit que son Gouvernement ne pourrait 
accepter d'immigrants juifs, parce que Ies Juifs 
ne sont jamais loyaux a l'egard du pays qu'ils 
habitent et ne deviennent pas de bons citoyens. 

L'URSS a fabrique de toutes pieces Ia notion 
de nationalite juive, alors qu'il est bien connu 
qu'en terminologie internationale le mot nationa­
lite s'applique aux gens qui vivent dans un meme 
pays et sous un meme gouvernement. L' Assemblee 
generale a, pareillement, fabrique de toutes pieces 
une nationalite israelienne. Cette nationalitc est 
fondee sur Ia religion, alors que toute religion 
groupe des fideles appurtenant a divers pays et a 
diverses races ; ainsi, Ie precedent qu'on a cree 
pourrait encourager toute religion a etablir _une 
nationalite distincte. Aussi Ia creation d'unj Etat 
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Arabs but to the Jews themselves, for all Jews 
abroad in other countries would now be considered 
as foreigners and not as loyal citizens. The 
Jews throughout the world would now work for 
the J ewish State and thus strengthen anti­
semitism. 

The Jews had come to Palestine under the 
protection of British arms and in spite of the 
protests of the Arabs of Palestine. Under the 
Mandate, t he United Kingdom had been partial 
to the J ews and had even allowed them to acquire 
larger quantities of arms than those which would 
have been permitted to citizens of other countries. 
Although the Jews used these weapons to fight 
the Mandatory Power, the latter handed over 
further weapons to them when it left the country. 
During this time, the Arabs of Palestine were 
not allowed to have weapons of any sort. Syria 
and Lebanon, which continued under mandate 
until 1943, were allowed arms only for their 
police force and Egypt, which was also under 
occupation by the British, had been limited 
to an army of 12,000 men until recently. 

The report of the Mediator had not been 
submitted in advance to the Arabs or the Jews 
for their consent, yet the Mediator asked for a 
firm decision of the United Nations to enforce 
his proposals. The intent of the General 
Assembly's resolutions had been for a peaceful 
settlement and it could not be considered peaceful 
if it were to be enforced. Therefore, the 
Mediator's proposals were not within his terms 
of reference and were not worthy of discussion 
unless accepted by both parties. The Syrian 
Government declined to accept them for a 
number of reasons. Firstly, it considered them 
unjust, for any just solution must be based on 
certain basic rights of the parties. History 
demonstrated that the Jews had no legal or 
political rights in Palestine, for it was a well­
known rule that any rights to ownership lapsed 
over a certain period. In Palestine the time 
was a matter of centuries and, if it were now 
admitted that a people which had left a ,country 
thousands of years before could reclaim it, no 
nation in the world would remain unaffected. 

Mr. El-Khouri then related the history of 
the Jews in Palestine commencing with their 
entry into the country about thirty-five centuries 
ago. He said that they had attacked the 
Canaanite tribes and other minor tribes in that 
area, massacring them and taking possession 
of their land. They continued to live in the 
eastern side of Palestine until very soon after 
the reign of King Solomon when the Kingdom 
was divided in two. The northern tribes were 
conquered by the Assyrian Empire and dispersed 
into Central Asia where they were assimilated, 
while the southern tribes were carried into 
captivity by the Babylonians in the sixth 
century B.C. Some Jews were allowed to return 
to Palestine where they lived until they were 

juif porte-t-elle prejudice non seulement aux 
Arabes, mais aux Juifs eux-memes, car tous les 
J uifs qui vi vent en d'autres pays que la Palestine 
seront desormais considcres comme des etrangers, 
et non comme des citoycns loyaux. Les .Juifs 
n!pandus dans le monde entier s'efforceront dcsor­
mais de servir la cause de cet r.:tat juif et renfor­
ceront ainsi les arguments de l'antisemitisme. 

C'est sous la protection des annes britanniques, 
et en depit des protestations des Arabes palesti­
niens, que les Juifs sont entres en Palestine. An 
temps du Mandat, le Royaume-Uni a favorise les 
J uifs et leur a meme permis de sc procurer des 
armes en quantites bien superieures a celles qu'on 
aurait tolerees partout ailleurs entre l'3s mains de 
simples citoyens. Bien que les Juifs aient fait 
usage de ces armes pour combattre la Puissance 
mandataire, celle-ci leur a remis d'autres armes 
encore lorsqu'elle a evacue le pays. Pendant ce 
temps, les Arabes de Palestine n'etaient pas auto­
rises a posseder des armes quelles qu'elles fussent. 
La Syrie et le Liban, qui resterent sous mandat 
jusqu'en 1943, n'etaient autorises a posseder des 
armes que pour leurs forces de police ; quant a 
l'Egypte, qui etait egalement occupee par les 
Britanniques, son armee etait recemment encore 
limitee a 12.000 hommes. 

Le rapport du Mediateur n'a pas ete commu­
nique a l'avance aux Arabes et aux Juifs et on ne 
leur a pas demande s'ils l'approuvaient ; cepen­
dant le Mediateur a demande a !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies de prendre une decision ferme en 
vue de mettre en application les propositions qu'il 
avait faites. Les resolutions de l'Assemblee gene­
rale avaient pour objet le reglement pacifique du 
probleme et ce reglement ne saurait etre considere 
comme pacifique s'il doit etre impose par Ia force. 
Aussi les propositions du Mediateur excedent-elles 
le mandat qui lui avait ete donne et ne meritent 
pas d'etre examinees, a mains que les deux parties 
ne les acceptent. Le Gouvernement de la Syrie, 
pour un certain nombre de raisons, a refuse 
d'accepter ces propositions. En premier lieu, illes 
considere comme inequitables, puisque toute solu­
tion equitable doit respecter certains droits essen­
tiels des parties. L'histoire montre que les Juifs 
n'ont sur la Palestine aucun droit, ni juridique ni 
politique, car il est bien connu que le droit a la 
propriete est limite dans le temps. En Palestine, 
c'est de siecles qu'il s'agit et, si l'on admettait 
aujourd'hui qu' un peuple qui a quitte son pays 
depuis des milliers d'annees est en droit de le 
revendiquer comme sien, il n'est pas de nation au 
monde qui ne se trouverait aiTectce. 

M. El-Khouri retrace alors l'histoire des Juifs 
en Palestine, en commen<;ant par leur entree dans 
ce territoire il y a pres de trente-cinq siecles. II dit 
qu'ils avaient attaque les tribus chananeennes, 
ainsi que d'autres tribus moins importantes habi­
tant cette region, et qu'ils avaient pris possession 
de leur territoire, apres les avoir massacrees. lis 
vecurent dans Ia partie orientale de la Palestine 
jusqu'a nne epoque qui suivit de tres pres le regne 
du roi Salomon, epoque oil se produisit lc schismc 
qui divisa le royaume en deux. Les tribus du nord 
furent soumises par I' empire assyrien et dispersees 
en Asie centrale, oil elles s'assimilerent ; les tribus 
du sud furent emmenees en captivite par les 
Babyloniens au sixieme siecle avant Jesus-Christ. 
On permit a un certain nombre de Juifs de rentrer 
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dispersed by the Roman Empire in the first 
century A.D. The Jews had had no connexion 
with Palestine since this date, yet the Zionists 
wished to turn the clock back two thousand 
years. The Zionist leader, Herzl, had been 
refused permission by the Sultan of the Ottoman 
Empire for the Jews to be allowed to acquire 
property in Palestine, although he had offered 
millions of pounds. Yet in 1917 Lord Balfour, 
a complete outsider, had promised the Jews to 
favour the establishment of a Jewish national 
home in Palestine. This had been followed 
by the British Mandate which finally failed. 
From the point of view of justice, the Jews had 
no right to rep!ace the Arabs in Palestine, yet 
under the auspices of the United Nations they 
were repeating their earlier methods of invasion. 

Not only was Count Bernadotte's proposal 
unjust, it was also illegal ; for nothing in inter­
national law, or in the jurisprudence of any 
nation, allowed outsiders to expel a lawful owner. 
Out of the fourteen districts of Palestine, the 
Jews were in a majority only in the sub-district 
of Jaffa, which included Tel Aviv. Yet all 
of Syria's appeals to request a legal opinion from 
the International Court of Justice as to whether 
the Jews had a legal right to establish a sovereign 
State in Palestine, had been rejected in the 
Assembly and in the Security Council. Those 
who opposed submission of the question to the 
International Court of Justice wished to work 
on a political rather than a legal basis, but 
even from the political point of view, a solution 
must be found which did not disturb the peace 
in that area, for a conflict in the :VIiddle East 
might spread to other areas. 

He also thought the Mediator's report was 
unworkable since it would place an Arab majority 
under the authority of a Jewish minority. He 
said that in the area whlch the Mediator proposed 
as a Jewish State, there were about 500,000 Jews 
and 700,000 Arabs, and he did not see how one 
could expect the majority of Arabs to be ruled 
by a Jewish minority without conflict. In a 
democracy, the minority was not allowed to 
overthrow the majority by force. President 
Truman had made this the policy of the United 
States in Greece, but if the United States had 
followed this policy in regard to Palestine, the 
present crisis would not have arisen, for the 
United States would not have sponsored the 
partition plan. The Arab States supported the 
principles of the Charter and of democracy and 
had suggested the formation of a single State 
in Palestine composed of all the inhabitants, 
whether legal or illegal, under a democratic 
constitution which would allow the J ewish 
minority a certain local autonomy in the areas 
where Jews were in a majority, while the whole 
country would be governed by a single govern­
ment, either federal or central. This tolerant 
proposal was still being offered, but the Jews, 
instead of accepting it with gratitude, insisted 
on a sovereign State for themselves. The 

en Palestine, ou ils vecurent jusqu'a ce que 
!'empire romain, au premier siecle apres Jesus­
Christ, les dispersat. Depuis lors, les Juifs n'ont 
eu aucun lien avec la Palestine ; et cependant, les 
sionistes voudraient que l'on revienne deux 
mille ans en arriere. Le chef sioniste Herzl s'est 
vu refuser par le sultan de !'empire ottoman la 
permission pour les .Juifs d'acqucrir des biens 
fanciers en Palestine, bien qu'il lui ait offert des 
millions de livres. Mais, en 1917, lord Balfour, 
entierement etranger au probleme de la Palestine, 
a promis aux Juifs de favori ser la creation d'un 
foyer national juif en Palestine. Puis vint l'eta­
blissement du Mandat britannique, qui devait 
echouer en fin de compte. Du point de vue de 
l'equite, les Juifs n'ont aucun droit de remplacer 
les Arabes en Palestine ; cependant, sous les 
auspices de !'Organisation des Nations Unies, ils 
reviennent aujourd'hui a leurs anciennes methodes 
d'invasion. 

Non seulement la proposition du comte Berna­
dotte est-elle injuste, mais elle est egalement 
illegale, car ni en droit international, ni dans le 
droit d'aucune nation, il n'existe de disposition 
qui autorise un tiers a expulser le proprietaire 
legitime. La Palestine compte quatorze provinces ; 
or, les Juifs ne forment la majorite que dans le 
district de Jaffa, qui comprend Tel-Aviv. Cepen­
dant tous les appels que la Syrie a actresses pour 
demander un avis juridique a la Cour interna­
tionale de Justice, afin d'etablir si les Juifs out, 
du point de vue juridique, le droit de creer un 
Etat souverain en Palestine, ont cte repousses au 
sein de l'Assemblee et du Conseil de sccurite. Ceux 
qui refusent de porter cette question devant la 
Cour internationale de Justice cherchent a se 
placer sur le terrain politique plutOt que sur le 
t errain juridique, mais, meme du point de vue 
politique, il faut trouver une solution qui n e 
trouble pas la paix dans cette region, car un 
conflit dans le Moyen Orient pourrait s'etendrc a 
d'autres regions encore. 

M. El-Khouri estime egalement que les propo­
sitions qui figurent au rapport du Mediateur sont 
inapplicables, car ce rapport prevoit qu'une majo­
rite arabe serait placee sons l'autorite d'une 
minorite juive. Dans la region que le Mediateur 
propose d'attribuer a l'Etat juif il y a environ 
500.000 Juifs et 700.000 Arabes, et M. El-Khouri 
ne voit pas comment on pent s'attendre a ce que 
la majorite arabe soit aouvernee par une minorite 
juive sans qu'il en resulte un conflit. Sons le r~gime 
democratique, une minorite n'a pas le drmt de 
dominer la majorite par la force. La politique 9ue 
le President Truman poursuit en Grece consist~ 
precisement a empecher Ull tel developpeme?~ ; Sl 

les Etats-Unis avaient adopte la meme pohtJque 
a l'egard de la Palest ine, la presente crise n~ se 
serait pas produite, car les Etats-Unis n'aura1ent 
pas propose le plan de partage. Les :Etats arabes 
soutiennent les principes de la Charte et de la 
democratic ; ils ont propose la formation d'un seul 
Etat en Palestine qui aurait englobe .tous . les 
habitants du pays, qu'ils s'y trouvent a titre leg~l 
ou illegal. Une constitution democratique aur_art 
permis a la minorite juive de jouir d'une ccrtal~C 
autonomic locale dans les regions oil les Jm_f::; 
constituent la majorite, alors que !'ensemble em 
pays aurait ete place SOliS l' autorite d'un srul 
gouvernement, federal ou centralise. Cettc propo-
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Zionists were the only ones to gain from this 
policy for they could thereby continue to subsidize 
their organi'zation by exploiting Jewry throughout 
the world. If the Jews throughout the world 
were given freedom to vote, a great majority 
would not side with the Zionists, but the latter, 
although they were in the minority, were stronger 
because of their propaganda and organization. 

The Mediator's proposal would not appeal to 
world Christian sentiment ; Christians considered 
Jerusalem as a holy city and revered the Holy 
Places throughout Galilee where Christ spent 
much of His life. There were many Christian 
monasteries and convents throughout this area, 
yet the Mediator's proposal would put it under 
Jewish domination. Mr. El-Khouri did not 
see how any devout Christian could permit this. 
The Arabs were also believers in Christ and 
would respect the Holy Places of Christianity, 
but how could one expect the Jews, who did 
not believe in Christ, to consider these places 
as holy? He appealed to the Christian repre­
sentatives in this regard and pointed out that 
even those who considered themselves free 
thinkers should respect the Christian feelings 
of those people whom they represented. He 
said that he had been receiving appeals from 
numerous Church dignitaries from places in Pales­
tine now under Jewish domination, complaining 
of atrocities which were being committed. France 
had fought for two centuries during the Crusades 
to secure the safety of the Holy Places, and he 
did not see how these places could now be left 
in the hands of unbelievers. If the Christians 
of Europe and America did not support this 
view, the Christian Arabs and Moslems of the 
East would take up the task. There were Holy 
Places in Palestine for the Jews also, but they 
were respected by Christianity and Islam ; they 
would be protected and the Jews would continue 
to have access to them. 

The immigrants who expected to go to Palestine 
called themselves the children of Israel, but in 
reality came from different nations and races, 
and had been converted to Judaism. The Jews 
of eastern Europe had all come from a Mongolian 
tribe which had occupied territory north of the 
Caspian Sea in about the ninth century A.D., 
and had been converted to Judaism. They 
had continued as a Jewish dynasty for two or 
three centuries until they were scattered 
throughout eastern Europe. The Jews were 
not a race but a religious grouping composed 
of all the races of the world including negro 
tribes in Africa, yellow Jews from south-east 
Asia and white Jews from Scandinavia. On 
the other hand, the Arabs of Palestine were 
descendants of the Philistines who had fought 
against the Jews in early times. They were 
a Semitic race who had lived in Palestine from 
pre-historic times along with the Canaanites 
and other races of which the Arab race was 
predominant. When the Jews had been expelled 
by the Romans, the Philistines remained in 
Palestine, and during the Christian era were 

sition liberale reste toujours valable, mais, au lieu 
de !'accepter avec gratitude, les Juifs ont voulu a 
tout prix former leur propre Etat souverain. Les 
sionistes sont les seuls a beneficier de cette poli­
tique, car de cette fa<;on ils peuvent continuer a 
subventionner leur organisation en exploitant Ies 
Juifs du monde entier. Si tous les Juifs pouvaient 
voter librement sur cette question, Ia grande 
majorite d'entre eux ne se rangerait pas du cote 
des sionistes ; pourtant, quoiqu'ils ne constituent 
qu'une minorite, ces derniers sont les plus forts, a 
cause de leur propagande et de leur organisation. 

La proposition du Mediateur ne sera pas 
accueillie fav.orablement par les milieux chretiens, 
qui considerent Jerusalem comme une ville sainte 
et qui reverent les Lieux saints de Galilee ou le 
Christ a passe une grande partie de Sa vie. II y 
a beaucoup de convents chretiens dans cette 
region, et pourtant le Mediateur propose de la 
placer sous la domination juive ; M. El-Khouri ne 
voit pas comment un chretien fervent pourrait le 
tolerer. Les Arabes croient eux aussi au Christ et 
ils respecteront les Lieux saints du christianisme ; 
mais comment peut-on croire que Jes Juifs, qui ne 
croient pas au Christ, considereront ces lieux 
comme saints ? M. El-Khouri fait appel aux 
representants chretiens : il fait remarquer que 
meme ceux qui se considerent comme libres 
penseurs devraient respecter les sentiments chre­
tiens de ceux qu'ils representent. II declare avoir 
re<;u les appels d'un grand nombre de dignitaires 
ecclesiastiques habitant des regions qui se trouvent 
actuellement sous domination juive et qui se 
plaignent des atrocitcs commises par les Juifs. La 
France a lutte pendant deux siecles, au temps des 
Croisades, pour assurer la securite des Lieux 
saints, et M. El-Khouri ne voit pas comment on 
pourrait maintenant livrer ces lieux a des infi­
deles. Si les chretiens d'Europe et d'Ameriquc ne 
partagcnt pas ce point de vue, les Arabes chretiens 
et musulmans du Proche Orient prendront sur eux 
la tache qui s'impose. Les Juifs ont eux aussi des 
Licux saints en Palestine, mais ils sont respectes 
par les chretiens et les musulmans ; ces licux 
seraient proteges, et les Juifs continueraient a y 
avoir acces. 

Les immigrants qui s'appretent a venir en 
Palestine se donnent le nom d'enfants d'lsrael ; 
mais en realite, ils proviennent de nations et de 
races diverses, et ont ete convertis au judaisme. 
Les Juifs de l'Europe orientale proviennent tous 
d'une tribu mongole qui occupait la region au 
nord de la mer Caspienne vers le rxe siecle de 
l'ere chretienne et qui a ete convertie au judaisme. 
Une dynastic juive a regne sur cctte region, puis 
ces << Juifs >> se sont disperses a travers !'Europe 
orientale. Les Juifs ne sont pas une race, mais une 
communaute religieuse composee de toutes les 
races du monde ; ellc comprend des tribus negres 
en Afrique, des jaunes en Asie du Sud-Est et des 
blancs en Scandinavic. Par contre, les Arabes de 
Palestine sont les descendants des Philistins qui 
combattirent les Juifs aux temps anciens. Ils 
appartiennent a la race semitiquc ; des les temps 
prehistoriques, ils habitaient la Palestine, cote a 
cOte avec les Chananeens et d'autres races encore, 
parmi lesquelles predominait la race arabe. 
Lorsque les Juifs furent expulses par les Romains, 
Ies Philistins resterent en Palestine et furent 
convertis au christianisme au debut de l'cre chre-
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converted to Christianity. Christianity continued 
in Palestine for six centuries as the sole faith 
t~ntil the prophet ~ohammed appeared, at which 
tnr:e many of the mhabitants adopted his religion 
which was not much different from Christianity. 
There were still about 150,000 Christians in 
Palestine, but they had now been driven out 
and were scattered throughout Arab t erritory. 
\Vhy should these people be ejected in order to 
give shelter to refugees coming from eastern 
Europe? 

If the Mediator's proposals were accepted, 
there was no hope of peace in the Near East, 
for both the Jews and the Arabs would remain 
under arms in preparation for future war. At 
San Francisco, the United Nations had been 
imbued with the idea of peace ; however, now 
many of its actions did not seem to follow this 
aim and it almost seemed to be trying to create 
a third world war. 

The Jews who dominated the Press of the 
world devoted columns to the Jewish point of 
view while restricting the Arab views to perhaps 
one or two lines, for they did not want the public 
to know the righteousness of the Arab cause. 
The Arabs did not possess the money and influence 
throughout the world which the J ews were using 
in promoting the Zionist claims. The J ews had 
tremendous sums of dollars, for the United 
States Government exempted from income tax, 
contributions to such organizations as the United 
Jewish Appeal with the result that wealthy 
Jewish corporations or individuals with incomes 
over 200,000 dollars were actually paying only 9 
per cent of their contributions while the United 
States Government was paying 91 per cent. 
The United States Government knew this fact 
well but did not investigate where this money 
was going although it was supposedly for chari­
table purposes. On the other hand, the small 
Arab Information Office in Washington was 
frequently interrogated as to its sources of 
income and expenditures. Yet it was well­
known that the Jewish organizations used these 
contributions in support of underground t errorist 
groups and to buy heavy armaments in Central 
Europe. 

The Mediator had stated that he had found 
that the J ewish State existed and that there 
was no way to eliminate it ; therefore he had 
recognized it and invited the United Nations 
to do likewise. But how could a man of justice 
or legal sense ask the United Nations to recognize 
a State which had been created by aggression 
and conquest ? The Jews had no legal position 
in Palestine and if they were recognized by the 
58 nations represented in the General Assembly 
as a legal entity, there would be no limit to 
their ambitions. The Balfour Declaration was 
an exan1ple of the way in which they magnified 
their position on the slightest pretext. Respon­
sible statements in the J ewish Press made it 
clear that the idea was to bring millions of Jews 
to Palestine and to expand the frontiers of the 
Jewish State from the Euphrates to the Nile. 
How could the Arabs be expected to wait for 

tienne. Le christianisme continua a dominer en 
Palestine pendant six siecles, jusqu'a !'apparition 
du prophete Mahomet ; a cette epoque, de nom­
breux habitants adopterent Ia religion musulmane, 
qui ne differait pas beaucoup du christianisme. II 
y avait environ 150.000 chretiens de race arabe 
en Palestine, mais ils viennent d'etre expulses, et 
ils sont maintenant eparpilles a travers les pays 
arabes avoisinants. Faut-il done que l'on chasse 
ces gens afin d'accueillir des refugies venant de 
!'Europe orientale ? 

Si les propositions du Mediateur etaient accep­
tees, il n'y aurait aucun espoir de paix au Proche 
Orient, car Jes Juifs et Jes Arabes ne deposeraient 
pas les armes et se prepareraient a de nouvelles 
guerres. A San-Francisco, !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies etait imbue de l'idee de paix, mais 
ce n'est plus le cas a present, a en juger par un 
grand nombre de ses actes ; ii semblerait presque 
que !'Organisation se propose de provoquer une 
troisieme guerre mondiale. 

Les Juifs, qui dominent Ja presse mondiale, 
consacrent des colonnes entieres a l' expose de la 
these juive, alors qu'ils Jimitent a une ou deux 
lignes l'espace consacre a l'expose de Ia these 
arabe, car ils ne desirent pas que le public puisse 
savoir que la cause arabe est juste. Les Arabes ne 
possedent ni !'argent, ni l'influence que les Juifs 
sont a meme d'utiliser dans le monde entier pour 
encourager les revendications sionist es. Les Juifs 
disposent de sommes fantastiques en dollars car le 
Gouvernement des Etats-Unis Jibere de l'impot 
sur le revenu les contributions versees a des organi­
sations t elles que Ie United Jewish Appeal; par 
consequent, de puissantes societcs juives et les 
individus ayant un revenu superieur a 200.000 
dollars ne paient en n~alite que 9 pour 100 des 
contributions qu'elles versent a ces organisations, 
tandis que le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis paie 
le reste, soit 91 pour 100. Le Gouvernement des 
Etats-Unis le sait tres bien, mais il ne cherche pas 
a savoir oil va cet argent, qui est officiellement 
destine a des fins charitables. Par contre, le Bureau 
arabe d'information a Washington, qui est peu 
important, doit souvent repondre a des enquetes 
au sujet de Ia provenance de ses fonds et de ses 
depenses. Pourtant, chacun sait que les organi­
sations juives emploient les contributions qui leur 
sont versces a entretenir des groupes illegaux de 
terroristes et a acheter un puissant materiel de 
guerre en Europe centrale. 

Le Mectiateur a declare qu'il avait constate 
l'existence d'un Etat juif, qu'il n'y avait aucun 
moyen de le supprimer, qu'il fallait le reconnaitre 
et qu'il recommandait done que !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies le reconnaisse. Mais comment un 
homme equitable, ayant Ie sens des chases juri­
diques, peut-il demander a !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies de reconnaitre un Etat qui a ete 
cree par l'agression et la conquete ? Les Juifs 
n'ont pas de droits Jegaux en Palestine et, s'ils 
etaient reconnus en tant qu'entite legale par les 
58 nations representees a I' Assemblee generale, 
leur ambition ne connaitrait plus de limites. 
L'exemple de la Declaration Balfour rriontre que 
les Juifs saisissent le moindre pretexte pour exa­
gerer leurs droits. Des declarations de source 
autorisee, publiees dans Ia presse juive, indiquent 
nettement qu'il est question de faire venir des 
millions de Juifs en Palestine et d'elargir les fron-
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such future attacks ? They were obliged to 
be on guard, for centuries if necessary, to avoid 
the danger which the United Nations was forcing 
upon them. 

Mr. El-Khouri concluded by reserving his right 
to speak further as the discussion developed. 

The CHAIRMAN asked if there were any speakers 
for the meeting scheduled for that evening and, 
when he received no response, appealed to the 
representatives on the Committee not to allow 
the Assembly's time to be wasted. When no 
representatives volunteered to put their names 
on the list of speakers, the Chairman adjourned 
the meeting. 

The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m. 

TWO HUNDRED AND THIRD 
MEETING 

Held at the Palais de Chailloi, Paris, 
on Thursday, 18 November 1948, at 10.30 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. A. CosTA nu RELS (Bolivia). 

72. Continuation of the discussion on the 
progress report of the United Nations 
Mediator on Palestine (A/648) 

Mr. CASTRO (El Salvador) recalled that his 
delegation, in a statement made on 22 November 
1947 to the General Assembly's ad hoc Com­
mittee on Palestine, had indicated that it did not 
accept either the solution proposed by the United 
Nations Special Committee on Palestine, or the 
proposal of the Arab States, for neither was based 
on consultation with the people of Palestine. His 
delegation had added at that time that on account 
of the interests of Christianity in Palestine, it 
would support any proposal ensuring the 
protection of the Holy Places. It had, moreover, 
proposed that a meeting should be arranged 
between the Jews and Arabs of Palestine, under 
the auspices of the United Nations, in order to 
seek bases for a compromise. That compromise 
might have been found, for example, in the 
formation in Palestine of autonomous districts 
within a federal framework ; unfortunately, the 
Special Committee on Palestine definitely did not 
accept that solution, although it had been favour­
ably received and had not been put to the vote. 

Mr. Castro regretted that the proposal for 
conciliation submitted by his delegation had not 
been put into practice for it might perhaps have 
avoided the unfortunate events which had since 
taken place in Palestine. 

Resolution 181 (II) on the partition of Palestine 
adopted on 29 November 1947 was not the result 
of a profound study, as was proved by the fact 
first, that it had not been able to prevent the 
outbreak of civil war and secondly, by the 
conclusions of the impartial report of the Mediator 
himself (A/648). 

tieres de I'Etat juif, en sorte qu'il s'etendrait de 
I'Euphrate au Nil. Comment peut-on demander 
aux Arabes d'attendre que ces attaques se 
declenchent ? Les Arabes sont obliges de se tenir 
sur leurs gardes, s'il le faut pendant des siecles, 
afin d'ecarter Ie danger dont ils sont menaces par 
Ia faute de !'Organisation des Nations Unies. 

M. El-Khouri termine en se reservant le droit 
d'intervenir a nouveau au cours du debat. 

Le Pm.\:srnENT demande si d'autres represen­
tants desirent prendre la parole au cours de la 
reunion prevue pour le soir. N'ayant re~tu aucune 
reponse, il invite les membres de Ia Commission a 
ne pas gaspiller le temps dont dispose I'Assemblee. 
Aucun representant ne desirant se faire inscrire 
sur la liste des orateurs, Ie President ajourne Ia 
seance jusqu'au lendemain matin. 

La seance est levee a 18 h. 15. 

DEUX-CENT-TROISIEME SEANCE 

Tenue au Palais de Chaillot, Paris, 
le jeudi 18 novembre 1948, a 10 h. 30. 

President: M. A. CosTA DE RELS (Bolivie). 

72. Suite de la discussion sur le rapport 
interimaire du Mediateur des Nations 
Unies pour la Palestine (A/648) 

lVI. CAsTRO (Salvador) rappelle que sa dele­
gation, dans une declaration faite le 22 novembre 
1947 a Ia Commission speciale chargee de Ia 
question palestinienne, avait indique qu'elle 
n'acceptait ni Ia solution proposee par Ia Commis­
sion speciale des Nations Unies pour Ia Palestine, 
ni la proposition des Etats arabes, car ni l'une 
ni !'autre n'etait fondee sur une consultation de 
Ia population de Palestine. La delegation du 
Salvador avait ajoute a l'epoque que, en raison 
des inten~ts de la chretiente en Palestine; elle 
appuierait toute proposition assurant la protec­
tion des Lieux saints. Elle avait, en outre, propose 
de provoquer une reunion des Juifs et des Arabes 
de Palestine, sous les auspices de !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies, en vue de rechercher les bases 
d'un compromis. Ce compromis aurait pu etre 
trouve, par exemple, dans Ia formation en 
Palestine de districts autonomes, dans un cadre 
federal ; malheureusement, Ia Commission speciale 
pour la Palestine n'accepta pas formellement 
cette solution, bien qu'elle cut rencontre un 
accueil favorable et. qu'elle n'eut pas etc mise 
aux voix. 

M. Castro regrette que Ia proposition tendant 
a la conciliation presentee par sa delegation n'ait 
pas etc mise en pratique car elle aurait pu eviter 
peut-etre les douloureux evenements qui ont eu 
lieu en Palestine depuis. 

La resolution de partage de la Palestine adoptee 
le 29 novembre 1947 [181 (II)J ne fut pas Ie 
resultat d'un examen approfondi, ainsi que le 
prouvent d'une part le fait que cette resolution 
n'a pu empecher le declenchement de Ia guerre 
civile et, d'autre part, les conclusions du rapport 
impartial du Mediateur lui-meme (A/648). 
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