
concerned and not from a spirit imbued with the 
principles enunciated in the Preamble to the 
Charter. The report of the Special Committee 
was ridiculed by the USSR representative who 
considered the observers incompetent and the 
witnesses stupid. This procedure was deceiving 
no one for they had become accustomed to Soviet 
tactics. It was well understood that if the 
Assembly were to endorse the USSR views, the 
following day Soviet Russia would take over 
Greece as it had taken over Poland and Czecho­
slovakia. No one had any doubts as to the inten­
tions of the USSR 

Albania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia were striving 
to keep the situation tense in order to fish in 
troubled waters. No serious alternative was 
offered to the Special Committee's proposal. A 
defence of Markos was made and a certain amount 
of Russian folklore was presented, while remote 
facts beyond the Committee's control were cited. 

However, the First Committee was not there as 
a tribunal to try Markos. That affair belonged to 
another tribunal altogether. Those who sought 
to create a change in the situation in Greece were 
those who, if successful, would close the frontiers 
of the country. Knowing their weakness they 
were seeking a solution by violence which they 
could not force upon the Greek people by demo­
cratic means. This was another example of 
attempted Communist expansion by violent means 
which were repugnant to the great majority 
present. 

There existed a menace to the political inde­
pendence and territorial integrity of a Member of 
the United Nations. It was the duty of the 
Assembly to take measures. The Special Com­
mittee had succeeded in its tasks of securing 
information and promoting conciliation to the 
extent that it had met with good-will. Its slow 
progress had been due to the intransigeant atti­
tude of Albania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, and to 
the related Comrpunist menace which oppressed 
Greece. However, the moral conscience of the 
world would favour any attempt directed toward 
a peaceful settlement. 

On 6 October 1947 the attitude of the Canadian 
Government towards the creation of the Special 
Committee had been given. The same reasons led 
Mr. Chevrier to declare the support of his dele­
gation for the draft resolution presented by the 
United States, the United Kingdom, France and 
China, with such modifications as might be made 
during discussion. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 

HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-EIGHTH 
MEETING 

Held at the Palais de Clwillol, Paris, 
on Friday, 29 October 1948, at 3 p.m. 

Chairman : Mr. A. CosTA nu RELs 
(Bolivia). 

n'ont pas la conscience tranquille et non du 
souci des principes inscrits dans le preambule 
de la Charte. Le rapport de la Commission 
speciale a etc tourne en derision par Je representant 
de l'URSS, qui estime que les obsrrvateurs 
etaient incompetents et les temoins d'esprit 
borne. Ce proccde ne trompe personne car on 
s'est habitue ala tactique de l'URSS. Nul n'ignore 
que si l' Assemblee devait se rallier au point de 
vue de l'URSS, ce pays etendrait le lendemain 
sa domination sur Ia Grece, comme il l'a fait 
pour la Pologne et la Tchecoslovaquie. Personne 
n'a le moindre dante quant aux intentions de 
l'URSS. 

L'Albanie, la Bulgarie et la YougoslaYie 
s'efforcent de maintenir la tension pour pouvoir 
pecher en eau trouble. On n'ofire rien de scrieux 
pour remplacer la proposition de la Commission 
spcciale. On presente une defense de Markos, 
avec un peu de folklore russe, en citant des 
faits bien vagues, que Ia Commission n'est pas 
en mcsure de controler. 

La Premiere Commission n'est pourtant pas 
un tribunal charge de juger Markos. Cette affaire 
ressortit a un tout autre tribunal. Ceux qui 
cherchent a creer un changement dans la situation 
en Grece sont ceux-la meme qui, s'ils y 
rcussissaient, fermeraient les frontieres du pays. 
Conscients de leur faiblesse, ils cherchent a obtenir 
par la violence qu'ils ne peuvent imposer au peuple 
grec par la voie dcmocratique. C'est 1:1 un nouvel 
excmple d'une tentative d'expansion communiste 
par la violence, ce qui choque la plupart des 
membres de la Commission. 

Il existe une menace a l'independance politique 
et a I'integrite territoriale d'un Membre de 
]'Organisation des Nations Unies. L'Assemblec 
generale a le devoir de prendre des mesures. La 
tache de la Commission speciale, qui consistait 
a recueillir des renseignements et a faciliter la 
conciliation, a abouti dans la mesure du bon 
vouloir qu'a rencontre la Commission. La lenteur 
des progres est due a !'attitude intransigeante de 
I'Albanie, de la Bulgarie et de la Yougoslavie 
et a la menace communiste qui, de ce fait, pesc 
sur la Grece. Quoi qu'il en soit, la conscience 
morale du monde approuvera toute tentative 
de reglement pacifique. 

Le 6 octobre 1947, le Gouvernement canadien 
a fait connaitre son opinion sur la creation de la 
Commission Speciale. Les memes raisons amenent 
M. Chevrier a declarer que sa delegation approuve 
le projet de resolution presente parIes Etats-Unis 
le Royaume-Uni, la France et la Chine, aYec les, 
modifications qui pourront y etre apportees au 
cours de la discussion. 

La seance est levee a 13 heures. 

CENT-SOIXANTE-DIX-HUITIEME 
SEANCE 

Tenue au Palais de Chaillol, Paris, 
le vendredi 29 oclobre 1948, a 15 heures. 

President : l\1. A. CosTA nu RELS (Bolivie) 
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44. Continuation of the discussion on the 
threats to the political independence 
and territorial integrity of Greece 

REPORTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL 
COMMISSION ON THE BALKANS (A/574, A/644 
and A/692). 

Mr. H;EBA (Albania) said that his country, which 
had fought beside the Allies, must protest against 
the injustice done to it on 25 October 1948, when 
the First Committee had refused to grant it the 
right to take part in the discussion and to reply to 
any charges which might be made against it 
(A/C.1 JSR.170). 

The Albanian people's sole goal had always been 
freedom and independence. Thus, the very 
wording of the item on the First Committee's 
agenda made no sense, since it implied that a 
country with only one million inhabitants, which 
was backward economically and had been devasted 
during the war, was a threat to the political 
independence and territorial integrity of Greece. 

The Greek Government's argument was well 
known : it was that Greece was still in a state of 
war with Albania. The Greek provocations on 
the Albanian frontier were simply the logical result 
of that state of mind. The reason why there had 
been no solution of the Greek question, although 
it was on the agenda of various bodies of the 
United Nations, was because it was being viewed 
through glasses which distorted its true nature. 
Meanwhile, foreign bayonets were shedding the 
blood of the Greek people. 

After the Security Council had rejected the 
just solution proposed by the Ukrainian SSR, the 
United Kingdom and the United States had 
attempted to turn Greece into a base for 
aggression. For, as Walter Lippmann had writ­
ten on 6 April 1947, the geographical position of 
Greece and Turkey made them a bridgehead 
leading to the heart of the USSR. 

Reviewing the changing fate of the Greek 
question before the United Nations, Mr. Heba 
recalled that six of the eleven members of the 
former Commission of Investigation set up by 
the Security Council had endorsed conclusions 
which were faulty ; for despite the efforts of 
the USSR, the Greek question had been removed 
from the agenda of the Security Council. 
Thereupon, the General Assembly had adopted 
a draft resolution introduced by the United 
States [resolution 109(II)] which established the 
United Nations Special Committee on the Balkans 
in violation of the very principles of the Charter 
which demanded the unanimity of the five great 
Powers and the sovereignty of Albania, Bulgaria, 
Yugoslava and Greece itself. The Special 
Committee thus became a tool in the hands of 
those were were really responsible for the Greek 
tragedy namely, the Government at Athens, and 
the United States and United Kingdom, who 
were intervening in Greece by sending arms and 
giving financial support. 

At the second session of the General Assembly, 
the charges brought by the United States were 

44. Suite de la discussion sur les 
menaces a l'independance politique 
et a l'integrite territoriale de la 
Grece 

RAPPORTS DE LA CoMMISSION SPECIALE DES 
NATIONS UNIES POUR LES · BALKANS (A/574, 
A/644 et A/692) 

M. HEBA (Albanie) declare que son pays, qui 
a participe a Ia lutte commune des Allies, proteste 
contre ]'injustice commise a son egard le 
25 octobre 1948 lorsque la Premiere Commission 
a refuse de lui accorder Je droit de prendre part 
aux debats et de repondre a des declarations 
eventuelles mettant en cause I' Albanie (A/C. 
1 JSR.170). 

Le seul but du peuple albanais a toujours ete 
la liberte et !'in dependance. Le libellc meme ·de la 
question actuellement a l'ordre du jour de la 
Premiere Commission constitue done un non-sens, 
puisque l'on tend a representer une nation d'un 
million d'habitants, economiquement faible, et 
meurtrie au cours de la guerre, comme mena<;ant 
l'independance politique et l'integrite territoriale 
de ]a Grece. 

La these du Gouvernement grec est bien· 
connue : la Grece se trouverait encore en etat 
de guerre avec l'Albanie. Les provocations 
grecques sur la frontiere ne sont qu'une conse­
quence logique de cet etat d'esprit. Si, depuis 
que Ia question grecque figure a l'ordre du jour 
de difierents organes des Nations Unies, aucune 
solution n'a pu lui etre apportce, c'est parce 
qu'on !'envisage a travers des verres deformants. 
Entre temps, des bai'onnettes etrangeres font 
couler le sang du peuple grec. 

Dcpuis que le Conseil de securite a rejete la 
juste solution proposee par la RSS d'Ukraine, 
le Royaume-Uni et les Etats-Unis se sont 
efforces de faire de la Grece une base d'agression. 
C'est que, comme M. Walter Lippmann l'ecrivait 
le 6 avril 1947, la situation geographique de la 
Grece et de la Turquie fait de ces territoires une 
tete de pont perinettant de penetrer au cceur 
de l'URSS. 

Passant en revue les vicissitudes de la question 
grecque devant !'Organisation des Nations Unies, 
M. Heba rappelle que six des onze membres de 
l'ancienne Commission d'enquete du Conseil de 
securite avaient souscrit a des conclusions 
fallacieuses, puisque, malgre les efiorts de l'URSS, 
la question grecque avait ete retiree de l'ordre du 
jour du Conseil de securitc. Sur ce, l'Assemblee 
generale adoptait un projet de resolution des 
Etats-Unis (resolution 109 (II), creant la Commis­
sion speciale des Nations Unies pour les Balkans, 
dont la constitution viole les principes memes de 
la Charte relatifs a l'unanimite des cinq grandes 
Puissances, a la souverainete de l'Albanie, de la 
Bulgarie et de la Yougoslavie, et de Ia Grece meme. 
La Commission speciale devenait ainsi nn instru­
ment aux mains des vrais responsables du drame 
grec, c'est-a-dire du Gouvernement d'Atbenes 
et des anglo-americains qui interviennent en 
Grcce par I' envoi d'armes et par un appui financier. 

Au cours de la deuxieme session de 1' Assemblee 
generale, les accusations portees par les Etats-Unis 
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supported by so few proofs that the First 
Committee had rejected them. But the USSR 
draft resolution of 27 September 1947 (A/C.1j199), 
the only possible way of correctly solving the 
Greek question in accordance both with the 
Charter and with the interests of the Greek 
people, had not been adopted. 

The Greek question had been created arti­
ficially to prevent the establishment of a 
democratic regime in that country and to set 
up a base for action against the peoples' demo­
cracies. On 20 September 1948, Colliers magazine 
had published an article by Paul Porter which 
stated that the Anglo-Americans had, in April 
1947, raised to power a clique of bankers deter­
mined to defend their privileges at all costs. 
In fact, the number of persons deported, which 
in September 1947, amounted to 30,000 rose to 
70,000 in April 1948; and 10,000 more persons 
had fallen victim to the assaults of the monarcho­
fascists. 

To draw a veil over that bloody repression, 
the four Powers' draft resolution (A/C.l /352) 
accused Greece's neighbours even before they 
had been heard. But far from solving the Greek 
problem, the resolution could only serve the 

·interests of the United States monopolies and of 
those who were using Commissions of the United 
Nations for their own expansionist aims. 

The Special Committee had violated the 
principles of the Charter by legalizing the crimes 
of the monarcho-fascists. By Press and radio 
the Greek Government had asserted its territorial 
claims on Southern Albania, which it called 
cc Northern Epirus >>. On 20 February 1948, 
for example, Mr. Svolopoulos, director of the 
Athens radio station, had stated that it was 
time to have done with Albania and that the 
names of the towns in Southern Albania would 
soon become war-cries of the Greek troops. On 
2 September 1948 the monarcho-fascist troops 
committed a particularly serious provocation. 
At 11 a.m., three battalions of the 75th Brigade 
of the Athens Government army had crossed 
the frontier near Pogoni between frontier posts 
17 and 20 and had penetrated 300 metres into 
Albanian territory. Firing had continued from 
11 a.m. to 5.40 p.m. , 

The whole world knew about the persecutions 
carried out against the Chams who had taken 
an active part with the EAM in the Greek 
people's struggle for liberation. The gangs of 
the quisling general Napoleon Zervas had 
massacred more than 2,800 Chams, and 23,000 
of them had been forced to seek refuge in 
Albania. 

What, however, was the truth of the allegation 
that Greece had been in a state of war with 
Albania since 1940, the date when Italy, which 
had previously occupied Albania, had declared 
war against Greece ? The sole purpose of that 
claim was to justify the aggressive action and 
attempts at annexation of the Athens Government 
and to divert attention from the civil war in 
Greece. The struggle which the Albanians had 
waged beside the Allies, their peace-loving and 
democratic policy and their relations with the 
peoples' democracies and other democratic States 
•1ave the lie to that claim. Nevertheless, on 
b 

etaient si depourvues de preuves que Ia Premiere 
Commission les avait rejetees. Mais le projet de 
resolution de l'URSS du 27 septembre 1947, 
(A/C.1j199), seul susceptible d'apporter a la 
question une solution juste, et conforme a la 
Charte et a !'interet du peuple grec, n'etait pas 
ado pte. 

Le probleme grec a ete cree artificiellement 
pour empecher 1' etablissement d'un regime demo­
cratique dans ce pays et creer une base d'action 
contre les democraties populaires. Le 20 septembre 
1948, le magazine Colliers a public un article 
de M. Porter selon lequel les anglo-saxons 
avaient porte au pouvoir, en avril 1947, une 
clique de banquiers prets a defendre leurs privileges 
par tous les moyens. De fait, le nombre des 
deportes, qui etait de 30.000 en septembre 1947, 
atteignait 70.000 en avril 1948 ; en outre, 10.000 
victimes etaient tombees sous les coups des 
monarcho-fascistes. 

C'est pour faire oublier cette repression san­
glante que le projet de resolution des quatre 
Puissances (A/C.1f352) accuse les voisins de Ia 
Grece avant meme de les avoir entendus. ~1ais 
ce projet de resolution, bien loin d'apporter une 
solution au probleme grec, ne peut que servir le~ 
interets des monopoles americains et de ceux 
qui utilisent les Commissions des Nations Unies 
a leurs fins expansionnistes. 

La Commission speciale a viole les principes 
de la Charte en legalisant les crimes des monarcho­
fascistes. Par la presse et par la radio, le Gouver­
nement grec a affirme ses revendications territo­
riales sur l'Albanie du Sud, qu'il appelle cc l'Epire 
du Nord». Le 20 fevrier 1948, par exemple, 
M. Svolopoulos, directeur de Ia radio d' Athenes, 
declarait qu'il etait temps d'en finir avec l'Albanie 
et que les noms des villes de l' Albanie meridionale 
seraient bientot autant de cris de guerre des 
troupes grecques. Le 2 septembre 1948, les troupes 
monarcho-fascistes sc livraient a une provocation 
particulierement grave. A 11 heures du matin, 
trois bataillons de la 75e brigade de l'armee 
d' Athenes franchissaient la frontiere pres de 
Pogoni, entre les pyramides 17 et 20, et per:e­
traient de 300 metres en territoire albana1s. 
le feu dura de 11 heures a 17 h. 40. 

Le monde entier connait les persecutions dont 
ont ete victimes les Tchams, qui avaient participe 
avec l'EAM a la guerre de liberation du peuple 
grec. Les bandes du general quisling Napoleon 
Zervas ont massacre plus de 2.800 Tchams, 
tandis que 23.000 d'entre eux ont du chercher 
refuge en Albanie. 

Mais qu'en est-il de la theorie selon laquelle ~a 
Grece serait en etat de guerre avec l'Albame 
depuis 1940, epoque a laquelle l'Italie, qui avait 
au prealable occupe l'Albanie, est entree en guerr~ 
contre la Grece ? Cette allegation ne tend qu'a 
justifier les actes agressifs et les tentati\:es 
d'annexion du Gouvernement d'Athenes eta fa1re 
oublier la guerre civile en Grece. La lutt~ des 
Albanais aux cotes des Allies, la politique pacifique 
et democratique de ce peuple et ses relations avec 
les democraties populaires et les a_utres Et_at~ 
democratiques sont autant de demenhs ~pportes a 
cette assertion absurde. Pourtant, le 24 JUln 1948, 
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24 June 1948 Mr. Tsaldaris, the Greek Foreign 
Minister, had declared that the state of war 
between Albania and Greece had not terminated 
and that the question of Northern Epirus would 
be coming up soon. 

Albania, however, had never been, and did 
not want to be, at war with Greece, with which 
it wished to entertain peaceful and friendly 
relations ; but the attitude of the Athens 
Government was in absolute contrast to that of 
Albania. The Athens Government had been 
preparing for action against Albania since the 
summer of 1945. During the summer of 1946, 
Greece had submitted its territorial claims to 
the Paris Peace Conference. During the winter 
of 1946, Greece had accused Albania, Bulgaria 
and Yugoslavia in the Security Council of aiding 
the Greek guerrillas. During the summer of 1947, 
the Greek Government and the United Kingdom 
and the United States had requested that 
measures provided in Chapter VII of the Charter 
should be applied. Finally, following the arrival 
of the United Nations Special Committee on 
the Balkans in Greece, the Greek provocations 
had been intensified and had reached their climax 
in August and September 1948 in an attempt to 
propagate the belief that Albania was aiding 
the Greek democratic army. With that in view, 
the Athens Government's army had committed 
683 acts of provocation on the Albanian frontier 
since the beginning of the Special Committee's 
activities. During August and September, there 
had been 258 acts of provocation, among which 
those of 2 September and 6 September had been 
particularly serious because bombs had been 
dropped on Albanian territory, houses damaged 
and civilians wounded. Albania had protested 
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
on many occasions, and had brought to his 
knowledge 596 provocative acts committed 
between December 1947 and 15 October 1948. 

All the slanders about alleged Albanian aid 
to the Greek democratic army were merely 
intended to camouflage the provocative acts 
and defeats of the Greek Government and the 
reign of terror it had set up in its country. On 
6 February 1948, the free Greek radio reported 
a statement by Mr. Gonatas to the effect that 
it would be advisable to capture some Albanians 
and represent them as Andartes. 

As for supplying arms to the Greek partisans, 
how could Albania, which possessed no war 
industry, really be guilty of that charge ? 
Colonel Sheppard, former Chief of the British 
Military Mission in Greece, had said that he had 
failed to find arms of foreign origin in free Greece, 
that all the material in the possession of the 
guerrillas had been captured from the troops 
of the Athens Government. The New Statesman 
and Nation of 28 January 1948 had stated that 
the most that Albania supplied to the Andartes 
was medical aid, but that even that had not 
been proved in an objective manner ; no impartial 
observer had ever seen guerrillas crossing the 
frontier, and there was no trace whatever of any 
international brigade in Greece. · 

Nevertheless, the Athens Government was 
resorting to all sorts of slanders and provocative 

le Ministre des affaires etrangeres grec, M. Tsal­
daris, affirmait que I' etat de guerre entre I' Albanie 
et la Grece n'avait pas pris :fin et que la question 
de l'Epire du nord se poserait prochainement. 

Or, l'Albanie n'a jamais ete et ne desire pas etre 
en guerre avec la Grece, avec laquelle elle desire 
entretenir des relations pacifiques et amicales. 
Mais !'attitude du Gouvernement d'Athenes forme 
un contraste absolu avec celle de I' Albanie. Des 
l'ete 1945, le Gouvernement d'Athenes faisait des 
preparatifs diriges contre I' Albanie. Au cours de 
1' ete 1946, la Grece presentait ses revendications 
territoriales a la Conference de Paris. Au cours de 
l'hiver 1946, la Grece accusait, au Conseil de 
securite, l'Albanie, la Bulgarie et la Yougoslavie 
d'aider les guerillas grecques. Pendant l'ete 1947, 
le Gouvernement grec et les Anglo-Americains 
demandaient !'application des mesures prevues 
au Chapitre VII de la Charte. Enfin, a la suite de 
l'arrivee en Grece de la Commission speciale des 
Nations Unies pour les.Balkans, les provocations 
grecques s'intensifiaient pour atteindre leur paro­
xysme en aout-septembre 1948 : il s'agissait de 
faire croire que l'Albanie aidait l'armee democra­
tique grecque. C'est ainsi que, depuis le debut des 
operations de la Commission speciale, l'armee du 
Gouvernement d' Athenes se livrait a 683 provo­
cations a la frontiere albanaise. Au cours des mois 
d'aout et de septembre, 258 provocations avaient 
lieu, parmi lesquelles celles du 2 et du 6 septembre 
etaient particulierement graves puisque des 
bombes etaient lachees en territoire albanais, que 
des maisons etaient endommagees et des civils 
blesses. L'Albanie a proteste a de nombreuses 
reprises aupres du Secretariat general de !'Orga­
nisation Ides Nations Unies, a la connaissance 
duquel elle a porte, entre decembre 1947 et le 
15 octobre 1948, 596 provocations. 

Toutes les calomnies relatives a l'aide 
pretendument apportee par l'Albanie a l'armee 
democratique ne visent qu'a camoufler les provo­
cations, les defaites du Gouvernement grec et la 
terreur qu'il fait regner sur le pays. Le 6 fevrier 
1948, la radio de la Grece libre rapportait un 
propos de M. Gonatas, selon lequel il serait 
opportun d'aller capturer des Albanais que l'on 
presenterait comme des Andartes. 

En ce qui concerne, d'autre part, la fourniture 
d'armes aux partisans grecs, comment l'Albanie, 
qui ne dispose d'aucune industrie de guerre, 
pourrait-elle etre vraiment coupable de ce qu'on 
lui reproche ? Le colonel Sheppard, ancien chef 
de la mission militaire britannique en Grece, 
declarait qu'il avait vainement cherche en Grece 
libre des armes d'origine etrangere, mais que tout 
le materiel dont disposaient les guerillas avait ete 
pris aux troupes du Gouvernement d'Athenes. Le 
28 janvier 1948, le New Statesman and Nation 
declarait que I' Albanie fournissait tout au plus 
des secours medicaux aux Andartes, mais que 
meme en ce domaine, rien n'avait ete prouve 
objectivement ; qu'aucun observateur impartial 
n'avait jamais vu des guerillas franchir la frontiere 
et qu'il n'y avait pas trace d'une brigade inter­
nationale en Grece. 

Et pourtant, le Gouvernement d' Athenes 
s'efforce par toutes sortes de calomnies et de 
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acts in an attempt to bolster up its unfounded 
accusations, and the United Kingdom and the 
United States were aiding it in its aggressive 
actions. In November 1945, General Scobie had 
stated that the British troops would never leave 
Greece until its rights had been re-established. 
It had been learned from monarcho-fascists who 
had surrendered to Albanian troops that the 
Greek troops had in certain cases been ordered 
to penetrate into Albanian territory in order to 
capture Albanian soldiers who could be exhibited 
as fighters with the Andarles. 

To bolster up the morale of its troops, the 
Greek Government had passed round the word 
that the United States officers would always be 
there to take part in military operations. That 
had been, for example, the subject of a statement 
made on 11 March 1948 by a high Greek officer 
who had pointed out the great interest which 
the United States was taking in Greece. 

It was a fact that Greece played a leading 
role in United States strategic plans as a base 
for attack against the Soviet Union. What 
became then of the principles of the United 
Nations ? It was true that the United Kingdom, 
France and the United States pretended to take 
no notice of such military realities and made a 
show of carrying on a peace policy, as evidenced 
by the way in which the French Minister at 
Tirana had approached the Albanian Government 
on behalf of those three Governments, inde­
pendently of the United Nations and in disregard 
of the principle of non-intervention in the internal 
affairs of sovereign States. 

Albania was well aware that the Greek question 
was an internal problem. Those Greeks who 
crossed the frontier under arms were disarmed 
and sent to a internment camp. On the other 
hand, Albania had granted the right of asylum 
to women, children and old men and had supplied 
their needs in accordance with the Albanian 
constitution. Mr. Tsaldaris' demand based on 
alleged kidnappings of children was nothing but 
a slander distorting the meaning of a humanitarian 
action carried out by Albania in accordance 
with the most humane principles. 

Albania had always shown itself ready to 
co-operate in every way within the framework 
of the United Nations, both in the work of the 
Security Council and with its commissions of 
investigation. On 27 June 1947 the repre­
sentative of Albania had recalled in the Security 
Council that his country had welcomed the 
resolution of 19 December 1946 (S/339) and had 
done everything possible to see that light was 
thrown on the unfounded charges brought by 
Greece, so that a just solution might be found 
to the Greek problem1• In fact, despite Greece's 
territorial claims and despite the allegations 
that a state of war existed between the two 
countries, the Albanian Government had always 
adopted a good-neighbour policy towards Greece. 
In accordance with the General Assembly's 
resolution 109 (II) of 21 October 1947, Albania had 
stated that it was prepared to re-open discussions 
on the resumption of normal diplomatic relations 
with Greece, if that country would give up its 

1 See Official Records oflhe Security Council, Second Year, 
No 51, page 1129. 

provocations d'ctayer ces absurdcs accusatiom. 
Et les Anglo-americains l'aident dans ses entre­
prises belliqueuses. En novembre 1945, le general 
Scobie declarait que les troupes anglaises ne 
quitteraient pas la Grece tant que celle-ci n'aurait 
pas etc retablie dans ses droits. Par des monarcho­
fascistes qui se sont rendus aux troupes albanaises, 
on a appris que les troupes grecques avaient, dans 
certains cas, pour objectif de penetrer en territoire 
albanais afin de faire prisonniers des militaires 
albanais que l'on put presenter comme des 
compagnons d'arme des Andarles. 

Pour remonter le moral de ses troupes, le 
Gouvernement d'Athenes fait affirmer que les 
officiers americains seront toujours la pour parti­
ciper aux operations militaires. Tel etait notam­
ment le theme d'une declaration faite le 11 mars 
1948 par un officier superieur grec qui rappelait 
combien Jes Americains s'interessaient ala Grece. 

II est de fait que la Grece joue un role de premier 
plan dans les conceptions strategiques americaines 
comme base d'attaque contre l'Union sovietique. 
Que deviennent alors les principes de l'Orga· 
nisation des Nations Unies ? II est vrai qu'Anglais, 
Fran.:;ais et Americains font semblant d'ignorer 
ces realites militaires et feignent de mener une 
politique de paix, comme l'a montre la demarche 
entreprise par le ministre de France a Tirana au 
nom de ces trois Gouvernements, en dehors de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies et au mepris du 
principe de non-immixtion dans les affaires ink 
rieures d'un Etat souverain. 

L' Albanic n'ignore pas que I' affaire grecque 
est un probleme interieur. Les Grecs qui passe~t 
la frontiere en annes sont desarmes et envoyes 
dans un camp de concentration. Mais l'Albanie a 
accorde le droit d'asile a des femmes, des vieillards, 
des enfants et a pourvu a leurs besoins, confor­
mement a la constitution albanaise. La demande 
de M. Tsaldaris relative a de pretend us enlevements 
d'enfants n'est qu'une pure calomnie, qui de~ature 
le sens d'un acte humanitaire accompli par 
I' Albanie conformement aux principes les plus 
genereux. . 

D'une maniere generale, l'Albanie s'est touJours 
montrce prete a cooperer dans le cadre d~ !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies, qu'il s'ag1sse des 
travaux du Conseil de securite ou de ses Com­
missions d'enquete. Le 27 juin 1947, au Conseil de 
securite, le representant de I' Albanie rappel~it que 
son pays avait fait bon accueil a la resolutiOn du 
19 decembre 1946 (S/339) et qu'il avait fait tout 
son possible pour que la lumiere fut faite sur.Ies 
accusations injustifiees formulees par la Gr~ce, 
a fin qu'une solution juste fut apportee au p~obl~me 
grec1. Effectivement, en depit des revendicatwns 
territoriales de la Grece et de la these selon 
laquelle un etat de guerre exister~it entr~ ]e~ 
deux pays, le Gouvernement albanms a touJour. 
eu une politique de bon voisinage a l'egard de Ia 
Grece. Conformement a la resolution 109 (II) ~u 
21 octobre 1947 de l'AssemblCe generale l'Albame 
a declare qu'ell~ etait prete a examiner a nou.veau 
la question de la reprise de relations diploiD:at:ques 
normales avec la Grece, si ce pays renon.:;a~t a son 

• 't' d uxieme 
1 Voir Ies Proces-verbaux du Conscil de Securz e, c · 

annee, No 51, page 1129. 
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provocative attitude and put an end to its 
criminal acts. The Athens Government, however, 
replied by continuing to violate its international 
obligations. 

Albania had declared that it refused to reco­
gnize the United Nations Special Committee 
orr the Balkans and considered all its activities, 
reports and recommendations null and void. 
For the result of that body's work was in jlagrant 
contradiction with the truth disclosed to the 
world following the work of the Security Council's 
Commission of Investigation. It was true that 
six of the eleven members of the Commission of 
Investigation concerning Greek Frontier Incidents 
had lent their names to completely false 
conclusions. That, however, was a weak 
majority, which had not even taken into account 
the facts and documents collected by the Com­
mission itself. 

The Special Committee had been set up in 
violation of the principle of the unanimity of 
the five great Powers and of the provisions 
governing the competence of the various bodies 
of the United Nations. Moreover, in accordance 
with Articles 35 and 37 of the Charter, after the 
Security Council's Commission of investigation 
had finished its work, a decision on the pacific 
settlement of the dispute should first have been 
taken. 

A group of observers attached to the Special 
Committee, which had visited Janina and Konitza, 
said they had seen in the camps of the 43rd 
monarcho-fascist Brigade some am munition said 
to have been captured from the partisans, 
including Yugoslav and German shells. The 
truth was that the Andartes were armed with 
American and British weapons captured from 
the troops of the Athens Government. That 
was borne out by a document issued by the 
Commander of the 8th Greek Division which 
prohibited various units from taking more 
equipment than they needed so as to prevent 
it from falling into the hands of the partisans. 
That had also been admitted by United States 
Senator Brooks. 

And yet the Special Committee had deemed 
it fit to state on 10 January 1948 that Albania 
was helping Greek partisans. The Special 
Committee was doomed never to understand 
anything of the Greek problem because it tried 
to find its solution in the neighbouring countries. 
Assuming the role of the Security Council, it 
threatened Albania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia for 
various offences they had never committed. 
Although none of those three countries had 
recognized General Markos' Government, the 
Special Committee had decided to regard the 
creation of Committees for aid to the Greek 
people as interference in Greek internal affairs. 
It seemed that supplying clothes and food was 
an international offence, while the supply of 
gas and aircraft was a perfectly legitimate action. 

The Special Committee had objected to certain 
Albanian, Bulgarian and Yugoslav radio stations 
broadcasting news relating to military operations 
in Greece, but the same body failed to notice 
the call to war against Albania issued in Greece 
and in New York. 

attitude de provocation et cessait de se livrer a 
des actes criminels. Mais le Gouvernement 
d'Athenes, pour toute reponse, n'a cesse de violer 
ses obligations internationales. 

L'Albanie a declare qu'elle refusait de recon­
naitre la Commission speciale des Nations Unies 
pour les Balkans et qu'elle considerait tous ses 
actes, rapports et recommandations comme nuls 
et non avenus. D'ailleurs, le resultat des travaux 
de cet organisme est absolument contraire a la 
verite que le monde a apprise a la suite des 
travaux de la Commission d'enquete du Conseil de 
securite. Sans cloute, six membrcs sur onze de 
cette Commission cl' enquete sur les incidents 
survenus le long de ]a frontiere grecque sous­
crivaient-ils a des conclusions absolument 
erronees. Mais c'etait la une majorite bien faible 
et qui ne tenait aucun compte des faits et des 
documents memes reunis par cet organisme. 

La Commission Speciale a ete etablie en viola­
tion du principe de l'unanimite des cinq grandes 
Puissances et des regles qui regisscnt la compe­
tence des differents organes de ]'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. De plus, a la suite des travaux de 
la Commission d'enquete du Conseil de securite, 
il convenait, conformemcnt aux Articles 35 et 37 
de la Charte, de prendre d'abord une decision 
relative a la solution pacifique du differend. 

Un groupe d'observateurs de la Commission 
Speciale qui s'est rendu a Janina et a Konitza, a 
declare avoir vu, clans des camps de la 43e brigade 
monarcho-fasciste, des munitions qui auraient 
etc prises aux partisans et notamment des obus 
yougoslaves et allemands. La verite sur l'armement 
des Andartes est que ces derniers sont munis 
cl'armes americaines et anglaises prises aux troupes 
clu Gouvernement d'Athcnes, ainsi qu'il appert 
d'un document emanant clu Commandant de la 
se division grecque interdisant aux differentes 
unites cl'emporter plus de materiel qu'il n'est 
strictement nccessaire afin d'eviter qu'il ne tombe 
aux mains des partisans. Ce fait a cte egalement 
reconnu par le Senateur americain Brooks. 

Et pourtant, la Commission spcciale croyait 
pouvoir declarer le 10 jan vier 1948 que 1' Albanie 
aidait les partisans grecs. Mais la Commission 
speciale est condamnee a ne jamais rien 
comprenclre au probleme grec parce qu'elle en 
cherche la solution clans les pays voisins. Se 
substituant au Conseil de sccurite, elle menace 
1' Albanie, la Bulgarie et la Yougoslavie pour des 
infractions que ces pays n'ont pas commises. 
Alors qu'aucun de ces trois pays n'a reconnu le 
Gouvernement du general Markos, la Commission 
speciale a voulu considerer comme une ingerence 
dans les affaires interieures de la Grece la crealion 
de comites d'aicle au peuple grec : serait-ce que la 
fourniture de vetements et de vivres est un delit 
international alors que la fourniture de gaz et 
d'avions de combat est un acte parfaitement 
licite ? 

La Commission speciale s'est elevee contte le 
fait que certaines station~ de radio albanaises, 
bulgares et yougoslaves publient des nouvelles 
relatives aux operations militaires en Grece .. mais 
ce meme organisme n'a pas d'oreilles pour entendre 
les appels a la guerre contre l' Albanie qui se font 
entendre en Grece eta New-York. 
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One of the other accusations levelled by the 
Special Committee concerned Greek children 
sheltered by the Albanian People's Republic. 
It should be noted first of all that those children 
had not been kidnapped, and secondly that 
Albania kept them only because of humanitarian 
considerations and had arranged for their edu­
cation by Greek teachers. Mr. Tsaldaris' telegram 
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
announcing that· the Special Committee would 
present a report on that subject, was part of a 
cleverly conducted campaign which had been 
marked by the State Department bulletin of 
24 June 1948 and by an official statement of 
the United Kingdom Government condemning 
the transfer of Greek children taken away from 
their parents. The mendacious character of 
those accusations, however, had been illustrated, 
for example by a letter of 24 March 1948 from 
the mayor of one the localities from which the 
children had been sent to neighbouring countries ; 
the letter stated that the inhabitants of the 
village had decided to send their children to 
neighbouring countries because the village had 
not known a single day of peace for the last two 
years. 

An overwhelming majority of the 500 witnesses 
heard by the Special Committee had been 
presented by the Greek Liaison Service and had 
usually been heard in the presence of a Greek 
officer. Furthermore, those witnesses had often 
been captured partisans held by the Greek 
Government. Thus the work of the Special 
Committee was not serious in any way. Its 
sources were most suspect and what had been 
taken into account was the quantity, not the 
quality, of the information. The resulting report 
was a slur on the United Nations. In particular 
it displayed extreme hostility towards Albania. 
Paragraph 50 of the report (A/574) stated that 
the refusal of the Albanian People's Republic 
to co-operate was incompatible with that country's 
desire to become a Member of the United Nations. 
And yet, by refusing, Albania had merely behaved 
like any country which respected the Charter 
and wished to promote the cause of peace. 

The Special Committee seemed to regard Greek 
claims against Albania as absolutely normal and 
ignored the provocations and crimes of the Greek 
Government. In a letter dated 2 May 1948, 
Albania had declared, however, that provided 
Greece showed goodwill it was prepared to 
implement paragraph 5 of General Assembly 
resolution 109 (II) of 21 October 1947 relating 
to the resumption of diplomatic relations. The 
problem of the Chams was the most serious 
one existing between Greece and Albania, and 
although the Special Committee seemed to 
consider that it had been settled by the forced 
emigration of that unfortunate population to 
Albania, it would not be solved so long as the 
Chams were persecuted by the quisling general 
Napoleon Zervas and did not recover their homes 
and property. 

Paragraph 91 of the Special Committee's 
report expressed satisfaction with the state of 
the Bulgarian, Yugoslav and Albanian refugees' 

Une autre des accusations formulees par Ia 
Commission speciale est relative a la question des 
enfants grecs auxquels la Republique populaire 
d'Albanie a accorde le droit d'asile. Mais en 
premier lieu, ces enfants n'ont pas etc enleves et, 
en deuxieme lieu, 1' Albanie ne les garde que par 
humanite et les fait instruire par des instituteurs 
grecs. Le telegramme adresse par M. Tsaldaris au 
Secretaire general de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies, annonc;ant que la Commission speciale 
presenterait un rapport a ce sujet, s'integrait 
dans une campagne savamment orchestree, 
marquee par un bulletin du Departement d'Etat 
du 24 juin 1948 et par une declaration officielle du 
Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni condamnant lc 
transfert d'enfants grecs enleves a leurs parents. 
Mais le caractere mensonger de ces accusations a 
ete demontre, notamment, par une lettre du 
24 mars 1948 du maire d'une des localites dont les 
enfants ont ete envoyes dans des pays voisins. En 
efiet, il est indiquc dans ce document que les 
habitants du village ont pris la decision de faire 
partir leurs enfants parce que la localite n'avait 
pas connu un jour de paix en deux ans. 

L'immense majorite des 500 temoins entendus 
par Ia Commission speciale a ete presentee par le 
Service de liaison grec et ces temoins ont en general 
ete entendus en presence d'un officier grec. De 
plus, dans bien des cas, il s'est agi de partisans 
faits prisonniers et se trouvant aux mains du 
Gouvernement grec. Aussi lc travail accompli par 
la Commission speciale n'a presente aucun carac­
tere serieux. Ses sources sont des plus suspectes 
et I' on n'a tenu compte que de la masse des rensei­
gnements recueillis, nullement de leur qualite. Lr 
rapport qui en est resultc deshonore !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies. II fait preuve en particulicr 
d'une extreme hostilite a l'cgard de l'Albanie. 
C'est ainsi qu'au paragraphe 50 de son rapport 
(A/574), la Commission speciale declare que le 
refus de cooperation de la Republique populaire 
d'Albanie est incompatible avec lc desir de ce pays 
de devcnir Membre de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies. Or, par ce refus, l'Albanie n'a fait que s~ 
comporter comme doit le faire tout pays qUI 
respecte la Charte des Nations Unies et entend 
servir la cause de la paix. 

La Commission speciale a I'air de considerer 
comme absolument normales les pretentious de 
la Grece contre l'Albanie et elle ignore les provo­
cations et les crimes du Gouvernement grec. 
Cependant, I' Albanie a declare, par lettre du 
2 mai 1948, qu'elle etait prete a donner suite au 
paragraphe 5 de la resolution 109 (II) . d~r 
21 octobre 1947, de l'Assemblee generale relatif a 
la reprise des relations diplomatiques, si Ia Grece 
donnait des preuves de bonne volonte. Lc 
problemc des Tchams est le plus grave de c~ux 
qui se posent entre la Grece et l'Albanie et~ ~ten 
que la Commission speciale semble cons1der:r 
qu'il a ete resolu par I' emigration forcee en Albame 
de ces malheureuses populations, ce problei?e ~e 
sera pas resolu tant que les Tchams, persecutes 
par le general quisling Napoleon Zervas n'auront, 
pas recouvre leur foyer et leurs biens. 

La Commission speciale, au paragraphe 91 de 
son rapport, s'est declaree satisfaite de l'etat dt;s 
camps de refugies bulgares, yougoslaves et albanats 
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camps in Greece and stated that measures had 
been taken to prevent them from taking part 
in any political activities. In fact, a great deal 
of political and military work was being carried 
on in those camps against Greece's neighbours. 
Colonel Sheppard had stated that the British 
had five special units in Greece for that kind 
of work, whose task was to help agitators to 
cross the frontiers. 

The Special Committee had deliberately aban­
doned its conciliatory mission from the very 
beginning of its work. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of the resolution of 21 October 1947, t 
had openly acted as an investigation and control 
commission. It had given particular attention 
to the control of Greece's northern frontiers by 
observation groups - a control mentioned in 
chapter III of the report. That task was 
completely outside the Committee's terms of 
reference ; and it had, moreover, discharged it 
without any objectivity whatever. , 

The Special Committee alleged, either on the 
basis of direct observation or of certain testimony, 
that Greek partisans had crossed the Greek­
Albanian frontier, that shots had been fired from 
Albanian territory in the direction of Greece and 
that Albania had given medical assistance to 
Greek partisans who were wounded and helped 
to quarter and transport the others. In fact, 
all those assertions rested solely on indirect 
proofs or " strong presumptions " but never on 
any real, concrete or plausible fact. 

So far as violations of the . frontier were 
concerned, the Government of the People's 
Republic of Albania had always given such 
incursions publicity and Greek nationals crossing 
into Albanian territory had been disarmed and 
placed in internment camps or hospitals as 
appropriate, or, in the case of civilians, removed 
to areas remote from the frontier. The Albanian 
Government regarded it a duty to give asylum 
to those persecuted for their patriotic activities 
and to help the sick and wounded. It had, 
however, never permitted nor would ever permit 
refugees of Greek nationality to return to Greece 
with the knowledge of the Albanian Government 
for the purpose of taking part in the civil war 
in Greece. 

As regards the assertion that Greek soldiers 
had been fired on from Albanian territory, that 
v;as a case of legitimate defence and the Secre­
tariat had been informed of every instance in 
which that had occurred. The Albanian 
delegation was in a position to submit authentic 
and irrefutable evidence with regard to innu­
merable acts of armed provocation committed 
by the Athens Government. 

Finally the Special Committee appeared to 
attach great importance to the assistance Albania 
had allegedly given to the Greek partisans in 
the form of equipment. The military advisers 
of the Special Committee, who visited Konitza 
at the end of 1947, considered it impossible for 
the partisans to have transported all_ their arms 
without outside help. But the partisans knew 
what the most distinguished graduates of military 
academies did not know, namely that not only 
munitions but guns can be transported over a 
very long distance. The military .a~visers of 
the Special Committee fell into a similar error 

en Grece et a declare que des mesures avaient etc 
prises en vue de les empecher de se livrer a toute 
activite politique. Or, en realitc, un vaste travail 
politique et militaire dirige contre les pays voisins 
de la Grece s'accomplit dans ces camps. Le colonel 
Sheppard a declare que les Britanniques avaient 
cinq unites speciales en Grece, specialisees dans 
ce genre d'activites et chargees de faire passer les 
frontieres a des agitateurs. 

La Commission speciale a deliberement aban­
donne sa tache de conciliation et ce, des le debut 
de ses travaux. Elle a agi ouvertement en commis­
sion d'enquete et de controle, malgre les disposi­
tions de la resolution du 21 octobre 1947. Elle 
s'est attachee particulierement au controle par 
des groupes d'observation des frontieres nord de 
la Grece, qui fait l'qbjet du Chapitre III de ce 
rapport. II s'agit la d'activites tout a fait en dehors 
de la competence de la Commission et dont celle-ci 
s'est de plus acquittee sans aucune objectivite. 

La Commission speciale pretend avoir constate 
soit par observation directe, soit d'apres certaines 
depositions que les partisans grecs auraient 
fran chi la frontiere greco-albanaise, que I' on 
aurait tire du territoire albanais en direction de 
la Grece, que l'on aurait fourni en Albanie une 
assistance medicale aux partisans grecs blesses et 
une aide logistique aux partisans. En realite, tout 
cela ne repose que sur des preuves indirectes ou de 
«fortes presomptions », jamais sur aucun fait 
reel, concret, plausible. 

En ce qui concerne des cas de franchissement 
de frontiere, le Gouvernement de la Republique 
populaire d'Albanie les a toujours rendus publics 
et, scion les cas, les ressortissants grecs qui ont 
passe en territoire albanais ont etc desarmes et 
conduits dans des camps de concentration, hospi­
talises ou, lorsqu'ii s'agissait de civils, emmenes 
dans des endroits eloignes de la frontiere. Le 
Gouvernement albanais estime de son devoir de 
preter asile a des gens persecutes pour leur acti­
vite patriotique et d'aider les malades et les 
blesses ; mais il n'a jamais permis et il ne 
permettra jamais que ces ressortissants grecs 
rCfugies retournent en Grece au su du Gouver­
nement albanais et afin de prendre part a la guerre 
civile grecque. 

Quant a !'assertion selon laquelle des coups de 
feu auraient etc tires du territoire albanais contre 
les soldats grecs, il s'agissait de cas de legitime 
defense et tous ces cas ont etc communiques au 
Secretariat de !'Organisation des Nations Unies. 
La delegation albanaise est en mesure de presenter 
des temoignages authentiques et irrefutables au 
sujet des innombrables provocations armees du 
Gouvernement d' Athenes. 

Enfin, la Commission speciale semble donner 
une grande importance a la pretendue aide en 
equipement apportee par l'Albanie aux partisans 
grecs. Les conseillers militaires de la Commission 
Speciale qui ont visite Konitza ala fin de 1947 ont 
estime qu'il etait impossible que les partisans 
eussent transporte eux-memes tout leur arme­
ment. Mais les partisans savent ce qu'ignorent les 
diplomes les plus illustres d'academies militaires : 
il est possible de transporter de fort loin non 
seulement les munitions, mais les pieces de canon 
elles-memes. Une erreur analogue a ete commise 
par les conseillers militaires de la Commission 
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when they stated that the use of munitions by ' 
the partisans was out of all proportion to the 
quantity they might reasonably be expected to 
possess. It was, however, only necessary to 
refer to the instructions given by the Commander 
of the 8th Division of the Greek Government 
forces to solve that mystery - the munitions 
were captured by the partisans from the enemy. 

In paragraph 139 of the Special Committee's 
report the military advisers stated that Govern­
ment troops captured very few wounded in the 
Konitza area at the end of December 1947. 
The military advisers interpreted this as corro­
boration of the statements made by certain 
witnesses to the eJTect that wounded were finding 
shelter in villages near the frontier, and were 
then taken off to Albania. Perhaps, however, 
the wounded were merely fewer in number than 
the Athens Government would have liked. In 
fact, neither feeble arguments of this kind nor 
the discovery of a red felt , fez of Albanian type 
on the body of a partisan were sufficient to 
prove that Albania had helped the Greek partisans. 

Mr. Heba then referred to the evidence given 
by the Greek soldier, Joanis Trapesamidis, to 
the effect that units of the 73rd Brigade of the 
15th Division in the Grammos area had received 
orders to enter Albanian territory for the purpose 
of attacking the Andarles troops in the rear. 
In addition, Greek officers had announced that 
it was permissible to fire on Albanian territory. 
The soldier Trapesamidis added that on the day 
this incident took place, three observers from 
the Balkans Committee were nearby in the 
company of a Greek liaison officer attached to 
the Committee. 

Not only were the conclusions of the Special 
Committee riddled with inaccuracies, but the 
Committee had sent intimidating letters to 
the Albanian Government, had adopted reso­
lutions directed against Albania, had despatched 
false and slanderous reports to the Secretary­
General of the United Nations and had even 
attempted to intervene in the internal aJTairs 
of Albania, taking advantage of the resolution 
of 21 October, which in no way authorized the 
Special Committee to act as an organ of inves­
tigation and control. 

The Special Committee had thus merely 
succeeded in aggravating the situation in Greece 
itself and in poisoning the relations between 
Greece on the one hand and Albania, Bulgaria 
and Yugoslavia on the other. It was thus proved 
that the Special Committee had been set up in 
order to aggravate tension on Greece's northern 
border and to support the policy of aggression 
and expansion of the United States, the United 
Kingdom and the Athens Government. 

The result of one year's work by the Special 
Committee was entirely negative, whether 
regarded from th point of view of the liberty 
of the Greek people, or from that of the prestige 
of the United ~ations, or again from that of 
peace and security in the Balkans. The Special 
Committee had endeavoured to shield those really 
responsible - the Athens Government and the 
American and Briti~h imperialists which it served. 

speciale lorsqu'ils ont declare que la consommation 
de munitions faite par les partisans etait hors de 
proportion avec leurs possibilites. II suffit de se 
reporter aux instructions donnees par le comman­
dant de la se division gouvernementale grecque 
pour que le mystere s'eclaircisse : les munitions 
des partisans sont prises sur I'cnnemi. 

Au paragraphe 139 du rapport de la Commission 
speciale, lcs conseillers militaires indiquent que, 
dans la region de Konitza, a la fin de decembre 
1947, les troupes gouvernementales capturaient 
tres pen de blesses. Les conseillers militaires en 
concluaient que les declarations de certains 
temoins, selon lesquels Ies blesses seraient recueillis 
dans des villages proches de la frontiere puis 
emmenes en Albanie, se trouvaient aussi corro­
borees. Mais peut-etre etait-ce simplement que les 
blesses ctaient moins nombreux que ne l'aurait 
voulu le Gouvernement d' Athenes ? En realite, 
ni des raisonnements aussi faibles, ni les obser­
vations relatives a un fez de feutre rouge de type 
albanais et a des pieces de monnaie albanaises 
trouvees sur un cadavre de partisan ne peuvent 
suflire a demontrer une pretendue aide de 
l'Albanie aux partisans grecs. 

lYI. Neba se refere ensuite a la deposition du 
soldat grec Joanis Trapesamidis, scion lequel au 
cours des operations d'aout 1948, dans Ia region 
du Grammos, des unites de la 73e brigade de la 
15e division avaient rec;u pour instruction de pene­
trcr en territoire albanais pour prendre a revers 
les Andartcs. De plus, les officiers grecs declaraient 
que I' on pouvait tirer sur le territoire albanais. Le 
soldat Trapesamidis ajoute que le jour oit cet 
incident a eu lieu, trois observateurs de la Commis­
sion balkanique se trouvaient a proximite en 
compagnie de I'officier grec de liaison aupres de 
la Commission speciale. 

Non seulement, Ies conclusions de Ia Commission 
speciale sont entachees d'inexactitude mais cette 
Commission a adresse des lettres d'intimidation 
au Gouvernement albanais, a adopte des reso­
lutions dirigees contre ce pays, a adresse des 
rapports faux et calomnieux au Secrctaire general 
de !'Organisation des Nations Unies et a meme 
essaye d'intervenir dans les aJTaires interieures 
de I'Albanic en se prevalant de la resolution du 
21 octobre qui en n~alite n'autorisait nullement 
la Commission speciale a agir comme organe 
d'enquete et de controle. 

Ainsi, la Commission speciale n'a fait qu'aggra­
ver la situation en Grece meme et qu'enveni~er 
les relations entre la Grece d'une part, et l'Alba?Ie: 
la Bulgarie et la Yougoslavie, d'autre part. Ain~t 
il est demontre que Ia Commission speciale ava1t 
etc creee afin d'aggravcr la tension sur les. f:on­
tieres nord de la Grece et de soutenir Ia pobtique 
d'agression et d'expansion des Etats-Unis dn 
Royaume-Uni et du Gouvernement cl'Athcnes. 

Le bilan d'une annee de travail de la Commission 
speciale est entierement negatif, taut du po~nt de 
vue de la liberte du peuple grec que du presti~e de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies et de la pa.IX et 
de la securite dans les Balkans. La CommissiOn a 
cherchC a couvrir les veritables responsables, le 
Gouvernement d'Athenes et les imperialistes 
americains et britanniques dont elle etait manda­
taire. 
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Today the Greek people wete fighting for the 
liberty and independence of their country, 
which had been transformed into a bridgehead 
for further acts of aggression. It was the 
responsibility of the United Nations to put an 
end to that situation and the General Assembly 
could make a great contribution to the just 
solution of that grave problem. 

The delegation of the Albanian People's 
Republic considered that the General Assembly 
should wholly reject the findings of the Special 
Committee, should give orders for that body 
to be dissolved, should recommend the immediate 
;vithdrawal of troops and foreign missions from 
Greece and should advise the Athens Government 
to abandon its aggressive fascist policy. 

The proposals submitted by the USSR dele­
gation formed a solid basis for a just and fair 
solution of the problem. The present situation 
not only prevented the revival of the Greek 
people ; it also hindered the work of recons­
truction of the other Balkan peoples. The 
Albanian people in particular wished that an 
end might be put to the many and repeated 
provocations of the Athens Government ; that 
Government should abandon its absurd territorial 
claims and cease making groundless accusations. 
The Albanian people, although still unjustly 
excluded from the United Nations, continued 
to draw inspiration from the principles of the 
Charter. 

Mr. REY (Belgium) said that his country was 
not represented on the United Nations Special 
Committee for the Balkans and was in no way 
concerned with the conflict between Greece and 
her three northern neighbours ; Belgium was 
stating its views on the question merely as a 
~Iember of the United Nations. 

The representatives of the USSR, Poland, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania had made a 
violent indictment against the Greek Government 
and the Special Committee, but they had not 
replied to the question whether or not they had 
helped the Greek partisans. Why, if Yugoslavia, 
Albania and Bulgaria denied giving such help, 
did they not ask the United Nations Committee 
to investigate the truth of their statements in 
their own countries ? Why did Poland and the 
USSR not take part in the work of that Com­
mittee ? In any case, it was difficult to deny 
that their refusal to co-operate in the work of 
an organ of the United Nations gave rise to 
suspicion that the accusations levelled against 
them by the Greek Government were well­
founded. 

Those three countries could still change their 
attitude. Since they professed respect for the 
United Nations, they could prove it by collab­
orating with the Special Committee on the 
Balkans. If, however, they admitted that they 
were helping the partisans, they had better 
stop critizing the Special Committee an~ justify 
their interference in the internal affairs of a 
neighbour State. 

Aujourd'hui, le peuple grec lutte pour la liberte 
et pour l'independance de son pays transforme en 
tete de pont en vue de nouvelles agressions. La 
tache de l'Organisation des Nations Unies est de 
mettre un terme a cette situation, et l'Assemblee 
generale peut faire beaucoup pour resoudre ce 
grave probleme de fa~on equitable. 

La delegation de la Republique populaire 
d'Albanie estime que l'Assemblee generale doit 
rejeter dans leur entier les conclusions de la 
Commission speciale, ordonner la liquidation de 
cet organisme, recommander le retrait immediat 
de Grece des troupes et des missions etrangeres 
et recommander au Gouvernement d'Athenes de 
renoncer a sa politique fasciste d'agression. 

Les propositions presentees par Ia delegation 
de l'URSS constituent une base solide pour une 
solution juste et equitable du probleme. Ce n'est 
pas seulement le peuple grec que Ia situation 
actuelle empeche de se relever, ce sont les autres 
peuples balkaniques qui sont entraves dans leur 
ceuvre de reconstruction. En particulier, le peuple 
albanais souhaite qu'un terme soit mis aux provo­
cations nombreuses et repetees du Gouvernement 
d'Athenes et que ce Gouvernement renonce a des 
pretentious territoriales insensees et a des accusa­
tions sans fondement. Le peuple albanais, bien 
que !'injustice de sa non-admission au sein de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies ne soit pas 
encore reparee, continue toujours a s'inspirer des 
principes de Ia Charte. 

M. REY (Belgique) declare que son pays n'est 
pas represente a Ia Commission Speciale des 
Nations Unies pour les Balkans et n'est mele en 
rien au conflit entre Ia Grece et ses trois voisins 
septentrionaux ; aussi c'est au seul titre de 
Membre de !'Organisation des Nations Unies que 
Ia Belgique entend donner son point de vue sur Ia 
question. 

Les representants de l'URSS, de Ia Pologne, de 
la Yougoslavie, de Ia Bulgarie et de I' Albanie, 
ont prononce un requisitoire violent contre le 
Gouvernement grec et contre Ia Commission 
speciale; mais ils n'ont pas repondu a Ia question 
qui leur etait posee, a savoir si oui ou non ils 
avaient fourni une aide aux partisans grecs. Si Ia 
Y ougoslavie, 1' Albanie et Ia Bulgarie, nient cette 
assistance, pourquoi ces trois pays n'ont-ils pas 
invite la Commission Speciale a verifier sur leur 
territoire !'exactitude de leur these? Pourquoi 
Ia Pologne et l'URSS n'ont-elles pas participe 
aux travaux de cette Commission ? En tout 
etat de cause, il est difficile de ne pas admettre 
que ce refus de cooperation a un organe de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies constitue une 
grave presomption pour considerer que les 
accusations formulees par le Gouvernement grec 
sont reelles. 

Ces trois Etats ont encore Ia possibilite de 
changer d'attitude. Puisqu'ils professent du 
respect a l'egard de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies, ils ont le moyen d'en faire la preuve en 
collaborant a la Commission Speciale pour les 
Balkans. Par contre, s'ils reconnaissent qu'ils 
fournissent nne aide aux partisans, ils feraient 
bien de cesser de critiquer Ia Commission speciale et 
d'indiquer comment ils justifient leu~ interv~~tion 
dans les affaires interieures d'un Etat vo1sm. 
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The Belgian delegation considered that the 
facts concerning intervention to which the 
United Nations Special Committee in the Balkans 
had referred had now been wholly established ; 
the activities of the Committee should therefore 
be continued. While it did not wish, in any way, 
to interfere in Greek internal affairs, and whilst 
understanding the difficulties which the Greek 
Government had to cope with, and its right to 
act with severity against the rebels, the Belgian 
delegation nevertheless wished to state that 
public opinion in Belgium had been stirred by 
the large number of executions that had taken 
place in Greece ; it believed that a merciful and 
liberal policy would not only be a sign of strength, 
but would also exercise a calming influence. 

Mr. CASTRO (El Salvador) pointed out that 
the long speeches of the Yugoslav and Albanian 
representatives, which painted such a dark 
picture of internal conditions in Greece, showed 
their great animosity towards the Greek Govern­
ment, thus indirectly confirming the accusations 
made against them. If they had not helped the 
Greek partisans, those States should have taken 
the opportunity to prove it by participating 
in the United Nations Special Committee on 
the Balkans. 

He noted that the many obstacles raised by 
Greece's northern neighbours with a view to 
preventing the Special Committee from carrying 
out its work increased the value of the information 
which the Special Committee's observers had 
collected at the risk of their lives. 

His delegation had submitted an amendment 
(AJC.1j357) to the joint proposal of China, 
France, the United Kingdom and the United 
States (A/C.1J352). The terms of paragraph 5, 
as amended, were by way of being a formal 
warning to Yugoslavia, as well as to Albania and 
Bulgaria. It seemed necessary to warn those 
three countries because, in spite of the General 
Assembly's resolution of 21 October 1947, they 
had all persisted in continuing to help the Greek 
partisans. Paragraph 5, as amended, would be 
more energetically drafted than the original 
text, which merely mentioned the facts to which 
the General Assembly's resolution of 1947 had 
already drawn attention. 

Moreover, as Yugoslavia was a Member of 
the United Nations, that country should be 
mentioned first each time its name appeared 
with those of Albania and Bulgaria ; amendments, 
in consequence, were to be found in paragraphs 
5, 6, 7 and 8. 

Mr. UaoN (Uruguay) stated that the Greek 
problem had taken on a new character for, 
since its last session, the General Assembly 
had received a detailed report on the acts of 
which Yugoslavia, Albania and Bulgaria were 
accused. It was true that the USSR repre­
sentative had attacked those statements by 
trying to show that the Special Committee 
possessed neither the authority nor the means 
to observe the acts in question. The Australian 
representative on the. Special Committee had 
made similar reservatiOns. Those reservations 

La delegation belge estime que les faits d'inter­
vention denonces par la Commission des Nations 
Unies pour les Balkans sont des a present etablis 
dans leur ensemble et que le maintien en activite 
de la Commission speciale se justifie done. Sans 
vouloir aucunement intervenir a son tour dans 
les affaires interieures grecques et, tout en 
comprenant les difficultes rencontrees par le 
Gouvernement grec, ainsi que son droit de sevir 
avec rigueur contre les insurges, la delegation beige 
tient a declarer que !'opinion publique de la 
Belgique s'est emue du grand nombre d'executions 
qui ont eu lieu en Grece. Elle croit qu'une politique 
de clemence et de liberalisme politique serait 
a la fois un signe de force et une contribution 
efficace ala pacification des esprits. 

M. CASTRO (Salvador) fait remarquer que les 
longs exposes des representants de la Yougoslavie 
et de I' Albanie, tendant a brosser un tableau 
sombre de la situation interieure en Grece, 
temoignent d'une grande animosite de leur part 
contre le Gouvernement grec et confirment ainsi 
indirectement les accusations portees contre eux. 
Il ajoute que si ces Etats n'ont pas apporte d'aide 
aux partisans grecs, ils auraient du saisir I' occasion 
qui leur etait offerte de le prouver en collaborant 
a la Commission Speciale des Nations Unies 
pour les Balkans. 

A ce sujet, l'orateur constate que les nombreux 
obstacles poses par les voisins du nord de la Grece 
pour empecher la Commission speciale d'accomplir 
sa mission donnent d'autant plus de poids aux 
diverses observations recueillies par les obser­
vateurs de la Commission speciale au peril de 
leur vie. 

Le representant du Savaldor declare ensuite 
que sa delegation a presente un amendement 
(A/C.1 /357) a la proposition conjointe de la 
Chine, de la France, du Royaume-Uni et des 
Etats-Unis (A/C.1J352). Les dispositions du para­
graphe 5 modifie tendent a adresser un avertis­
sement forme! a la Yougoslavie, ainsi qu'a 
I' Albanie et la Bulgarie. Cet avertissement a ces 
trois pays semble necessaire car, malgre la reso­
lution de l'Assemblee generale du 21 octobre 1947, 
ils ont les uns et les autres persiste a poursuivre 
leur aide aux partisans grecs. Le paragraphe 5 
ainsi modifie serait plus energique que le texte 
primitif qui se borne a mentionner des faits sur 
lesquels la resolution de 1' Assemblee generale 
de 1947 avait deja attire I' attention. 

D'autre part, etant donne que la Yougoslavie 
est Membre de !'Organisation des Nations Unies, 
ii importerait chaque fois que ce pays est cite 
en meme temps que l'Albanie et la Bulgarie, de 
le mentionner en premier lieu ; d'ou les amen­
dements a ce sujet aux paragraphes 5, 6, 7 et 8. 

M. UaoN (Uruguay) declare que le probleme grec 
a charge d'aspect pour l'Assemblee generale depuis 
sa derniere session, car elle possede actuellement 
un rapport circonstancie sur les faits qui sont 
reproches a I a Y ougoslavie, a I' Albanie et a la 
Bulgarie. Il est vrai que le representant sovietique 
a attaque ces faits en essayant de demontrer que 
la Commission speciale n'aurait pas du les observer 
parce qu'elle n'en avait ni les pouvoirs, ni les 
moyens. Le representant de l'Australie a la 
Commission speciale a fait des reserves ~u I?eme 
genre. Ces reserves cependant ne se JUStlfient 
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were not justified, however, as in accordance 
with its terms of reference (paragraph 6 of the 
resolution 21 October 1947) the Special Committee 
was empowered to send observers to ascertain 
how the Assembly's recommendations had been 
complied with by the Governments concerned, 
and those recommendations were mentioned both 
in paragraph 5 and in paragraph 4, which called 
upon Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania to do 
nothing which could aid the guerrillas. 

The USSR representative had also questioned 
the value of the evidence obtained, but his 
criticism was more lengthy than it was effective, 
because the observers, in the face of considerable 
risk, had made a large number of direct inves­
tigations. It went without saying that the 
remainder of the criticisms made by the USSR, 
Polish and Yugoslav representatives against the 
Greek political regime could not be taken into 
consideration, because neither the Committee 
nor the Assembly could interfere in the internal 
affairs of a Member of the United Nations. 

The Uruguayan delegation supported the joint 
resolution of the four Powers, and considered 
that it was not too severe towards the guilty 
parties. What was more, it left the door open 
to three States to the north of Greece to mend 
their ways in the future. 

The meeting rose at 5.20 p.m. 

HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-NINTH 
MEETING 

Held at the Palais de Chaillot, Paris, 
on Saturday, 30 October 1948, at 10.30 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. A. CosTA nu RELS (Bolivia). 

45. Continuation of the discussion on 
the threats to the political inde­
pendence and territorial integrity 
of Greece 

REPORTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL 
CoMMISSION ON THE BALKANS (A/574, A/644 
and A/692). 

The CHAIRMAN read a letter from the Yugoslav 
representative referring to the investigation 
carried out by Observation Group No 6 of the 
Special Committee on 4 April 1948 on the island 
of Gornia. Mr. Behler asked for information 
from the Bulgarian delegation on the results of 
the investigation and whether they corresponded 
with the facts established by the Bulgarian Gov­
ernment. The Chairman said that the request 
would be forwarded to the Bulgarian represen­
tative and the latter would be given an oppor­
tunity to reply at a subsequent meeting, 

Colonel HoDGSON (Australia) said that his 
delegation had been deeply concerned with the 
situation on the northern frontier of Greece ever 
since the question came before the United Nations. 
Australia had taken the initiative during the 
early discussion in the Security Council, in pro-

pas, car la Commission speciale, d'apres les 
termes de son mandat (paragraphe 6 de la reso­
lution du 21 octobre 1947), avait le droit d'envoyer 
des observateurs charges de constater la fa~on 
dont les recommandations de l'Assemblee etaient 
respectees par les gouvernements interessees et 
ces recommandations etaient celles qui etaient 
mentionnees aussi bien au paragraphe 5 qu'au 
paragraphe 4, qui enjoint a la Yougoslavie, la 
Bulgarie et I' Albanie de ne rien faire qui puisse 
apporter aide et assistance aux partisans. 

Le representant de l'URSS a egalement critique 
la valeur des temoignages recueillis, mais sa 
critique a ete plus longue qu'efficace car les 
observateurs, au prix de risques tres serieux, ont 
fait un grand nombreux d'observations directes. 
II va de soi que le reste des critiques formulees 
par les representants de l'URSS, de la Pologne 
et de la y ougoslavie contre le regime politique 
grec ne doivent pas etre retenues car il ne peut 
s'agir pour la Commission et pour l'Assemblee 
de s'immiscer dans les affaires interieures d'un 
Membre de !'Organisation des Nations Unies. 

La delegation de !'Uruguay appuiera la resoluion 
conjointe des quatre Puissances; elle estime, en 
effet, que cette resolution n'est pas trop severe 
pour les coupables. De plus, elle laisse une porte 
ouverte en permettant aux trois !!tats du nord 
de la Grece de s'amender a l'avenir. 

La seance est levee a 17 h. 20. 

CENT-SOIXANTE-DIX-NEUVIEME 
SEANCE 

Tenue au Palais de Chaillot, Paris, 
le samedi 30 octobre 1948, a 10 h. 30. 

President :M.A. CosTA DU RELS (Bolivie). 

45. Suite de la discussion sur les 
menaces a 1 'independance politique 
et a 1 'integrite territoriale de la 
Grece 

RAPPORTS DE LA CoMMISSION SPECIALE DES 
NATIONS UNIES SUR LES BALKANS (A/574, 
A/644 et A/692). 

Le PRESIDENT donne lecture d'une lettre du 
representant de la Yougoslavie relative a l'enquete 
menee le 4 avril 1948 dans l'Ile de Gornia par le 
groupe d'observation n° 6 de la Commission 
speciale. M. Behler desirerait obtenir de la dele­
gation bulgare des renseignements sur les resultats 
de cette enquete et voudrait sa voir si ces resultats 
concordent avec les faits, tels qu'ils ont ete 
etablis par le Gouvernement bulgare. Le President 
declare que cette demande sera transmise au 
representant de la Bulgarie et que celui-ci sera 
invite a fournir une reponse au cours d'une seance 
ulterieure. 

Le colonel HoD'GsON (Australie) dit que . sa 
delegation a suivi avec la plus grande attentwn 
la situation existant a la frontiere septentrionale 
de la Grece des le moment ou !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies a ete saisie de la question.I;orsg:u_e 
la discussion a commence au Conseil de secunte, 
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