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Seventh session
Agendn ltem L2

- BUDGET ESTTMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1953

Proposed exchange of propariies between the Unilted Nations
and the Government of the Canton of Geneve

(Sectlon 20 ~ Uniited Natlons Office et Geneva)

Fourteenth report of the Advigory Commitiee on Administrative and
Budggtaﬂ, Quegtions to the seven't:h aea‘sicm of ‘the General Aasembl,g

1. The Advisory Committee on Admizaistra*bive and Budge'hary Quastions has consider
a memorandum by the Secretary-Gensral (A/G.E/Slo) concerning the proposed exchange
of two propertiss adjoining the Palais des Nationa. The properties in question
are "Ie Chéne", at present owned by the United Nations, and "Le Bocage", which the
Cantonal Govermrent has recently pm-chased from & private owner,

2. Protection of the amsnities of 'hhe Palais is & matter of considerable
importance to Membar States. Hi'l:h thia purpoae ‘.!.n view, representativea of the
Secretary-esneral recently en'bered into mgo‘biationa with the Cantonal authorities,
who have now formally agreed that P subjact to the approval of the Genperml Asserbly
of the United Nations, ownerahip of tm two propertiea should be exchanged without
other congideration. '

3« The proposed scheme is set ou‘b in paragraphs 2 to 5 of the Secretary-General's
memorendum, It uould afford a safegunrd against the commarcial development of any
part of the properties sux:rounding the Palaig des Nations, Such a contingancy
would obviously iipair the amenities of t:hs Palals and cause g serious depreciatior
of property vailues., Except where "Ie Boce.ga 18 concerned, the interest of the
United Nations in this respect is already fully protected, The belt of properties
immediately surrounding the Paleis end its grbunds is unbroken except for one sirip
of land vhich comprises, in almost the whole of its area » The latter properiy.
Comercial developrent on this belt is precluded, ‘
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Y. The Advisory Committee has &ismo. éxéﬁinéﬁ the financiel implications of such arn
exchange, end it notes that the two propertiea are considered to be of aubstantial]
the same value - (4/€.5/510, paregraph 5 (b)). "Le Bocage" has an ares of some .
55,000 square metres (500,000 square feet), while that of "Le Chéne" is only 38,233
square metres (350,000 square feet), But the latter has the lerger and better
‘house (4/C.5/510, paragraph 5 (a)). "Ls Bocage" was recently offered for sale
either to the United Nations or to the Cﬁnton at the figure of 350,000 Swiss francs
($128 500) Market va1uation of "Le. Chéﬂe stood in 1947 et 562,000 Swiss francs
($132,300) excluding a strip of lanﬁ notiproposed for exchange (peragraph 5 (b)).

5. "Le Chéune" 3 which is at present leased to the International Lebour Organisatio
wlll be occupied as from Decenber 1952 by ICITO GATIT, on the agreed terms for
relmburgement of iuter-agency facilitles at Geneva, It is the understanding of the
Advisory Committee that these terms would not be verled on change of ownership.

6. As regarda e Bocage the Commitiee wes informed that the seventeen-room
house standing in the property is suitable for conversion into office accommodetion
and that approximately twenfy offices, together with two medium-sized conference
rooms, could ba~provided. ‘

T."‘T Tentative enquiries for the renting of "Le Bocage" are reported by the
f~3ecretary-(}enera1 (A/C 5/510, paragraph 6) The Commitiee therefore trusts that

' the possibility of estahliahing.the permanent headquarters of the World
Meteorological Organization within that property will not be overlooked. As
compared with the project of housing WM on ‘the Place des Nhtions such ah

g arrangement wvould, in the opinlon of the committae, produce geonomy end a better

'co-orﬂination of administrative services.

8. ’i0n the information submit ted it appeara that Lhe nzcessary protection of the
amenities of the Palzis des Nations cen be secured under the schenme without financic
._outlay The Advisory Comuittee mapsumes that the conelusions set forth in the

" Secretary-Ganeral*s memorandum have been corroborate& by local techniecal experts,
end on this basis it offers no objection to the propaaed exchange of properties
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