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Page 10, the text conti~ea as follows: . 
"Mr. ,COLBJORNSEN (Norway):. • • the commi.ssion w1 til the terms Qf 

r~fer.ence proposed by the Colomb~ Jepreeeatative, is perhaps too 

narrowly limited to the technical aspects of public finance, in view of · 
' , . 

the .addition of the second line, particularl.Jrin its. legal,. administrative· 

and technical aspects. After all, the technical aspects of public finanQe 

are not the moe~ importa:nt. and thef are 1l0t the most d1ff1cul t . .. The 

really important and difficult questions are, of course, the ·problecs 
• 

incident to taxation, the social and economic texts of various t,pes of 

taxation, the redistribution of· income through taxation, and all those ·· 

things which I need not here further elaborate. Those are the real . problems 

.ot public finance in the modern' social Y'Orl~. When we are directinG a 

Fiscal Comm1ee1on, I think it is not quite right to narrow i ts terms of 
' . 

reference too much. I quite understand the difficulties which we are · 
. } 

encountering here. j3ome may like to have a broadentns of the terms of ., 
. . ; 

reference and some may like to have a narrowing but, at any rate, I think 

,.,.e cat;>.not narrow 1 t further- down to 1 ts purely tecbni~l aspects, whi-oh. ·' 

already 1s the case in the text before us ••••• so, I am really more in 

favour of amendments along the lit:le of those proposed by my colleague 
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I 
from· :ten, but., as 

1
they are a.mendmerta geing in two diffei9nt di~ctions 1 

perhaps the o~ solution is that ~ eti?k to the middle one proposed 

by our Colombian colleague, with a proviso that the terms of. reference 

have to be very carefully considere~ l1Y tlle Connnission and we can 

clarii'y the. pcsition at a later ses,ion of'the Council. 11*, 

"Dr. Zuleta. ANGEL; ( Colotnb1a): ' • • • As regards the amendments suggested. 

by .the Peruvian Delegat~on,, I should like to SeJ that I consider it to be 

well-defined, and I agree with it. F~herm;re, l must sey that I do 

not see that *t is incompatible· in ~ way with ~~ amendment proposed by 

the Soviet Representative."** 

"Dr. MALIK {I.eba.non): 
( 

. . . I beli~ve that the creation of such a 

. Coomission will be in line with the general desire to have the United Nations 

give the pro~r advic~· and gu.idance to thl MetL.ber States in certain technical 

' fields. I therefore welcome Faragraph 2 which envis~e such possibilities, 

namely that: "The Fiscal Commisa1o~ is authorized to' assist any Member 

Go.vernment • • • in the field of publi~· finance • •." ••• In fact, :t can sey 
.; 

that as soon as the Commission is instituted pre!Jerly and. 1p full ew1ng of 

action, my coUntry probably avail itdlelf of ita technical knowledgE~. And . . 

finally, Mr President; it see~ · tc ~that such bodies as this Commission, 

. d~aling with specific technical t ?piqa, will help give the United Nations · 

added weight and .authority" The United Nations . through thA _ activity crf such 

bodies and Commissions, will have a.n autonomous and creative function to 

perform; in addition to being the pu~lic platform where national p<)11ciee · 

meet and. clash ••• I am, therefore, in favour of strengthening ali thee~ 
~ 

'independent ~pecte of the life ·jf the United Nations 1 aspects whose 
' ,!{' r • • 

c~a.ti ve -effect will be to give the! United NatiohS e: s._eparate character of its 

·, .· .· • \ ~ • !• 4 • 

Verbatim ReJ>ort of the Fifteenth Meeting of the 
Economic and Social Counc11, 

'* Pages 22 - 23/25 E/P .V.30, l <>otf'ber 1946 
** ~ p. 26 

*** ~ p. 26 . 27/30 
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. . ..,.. .! ' . . .•• /. ilt"'~~t~f!J", ~ . . 

. "stz. a. ·s~ ·-aA;JPu (!lid.ti1'~ :. :"·t ·tiitrik thei-e'a~~ '~t:vo ·questions . . \ . 

involved.. The· t''irat 1~ · ~~thet: ·:·or 'DI:>t~~h'ij··~co~1ss1~~~h6~d.;:-~e··~e~ -~~' 

·and the second; .'ts'i·'tf·:ao . .. what ' it~ - t~ ~f r~f~~e ·s~6ui«i'be. ,· On th~ 
I • • 

. ' . . .·. . . . . '•. f. .. . J .· :;: ·, 
first, nam&ly-, whether the Fiscal Commiss1,on should be set up, there is 

general B.greement. It is ~niy W1. th regB:rd. tp tle t~rms · ~f reference that 

some 8uS8eetions have been made. Now, Sir, ' it will be clear to everybo~ 
... . . . ~ ' .. . · .. ·:' .. 
" that when we are breaking new ground of · this kind, any approac}). that we 

make · in the first instance can o~ be an iinper:f'e~t etep and the 

posstbtlittes of lllOdification and .. chan8e must 'b~ provided to;. ·: Thos~~ 
Sir, are provided for, as ·baa already been ~luted ·out by .our Col~tan 

colleague, tn ~ph ·7: 
0 

• ... • I ... · , "' 

0 

- ' l 

"Short!J after ita creattou .. and thereafter, when 
~ 

appropriate, the Co~tssion ehal~ - ~ereco~eridations and report' to the 

Council wtth .:respect · to 1ts tenaa··"of ref~ence,· organization, . and programme 

of ·work. n:. That being so, s'tr~ and e6nstderin8 fUr$~r ~t' t.bia woi-ding 

has had veey caref1.1l. · c'onsideratton aiready, I am-reluctant tqaelf to 

· sup.port ·an.Y .amendment, · no matter frem w~t qu~ter 1 t comes ~ •• -~ If .you 
I 

' ' -' . . ·' . 
~ook · at par~ph 2 of the Reao].ution; · or Draft Resolution, it say~: 

"The Fiscal Commission is au~rized to assist any Member Government 

of the United ·Nations on the ma.tte·r set fo~th in 1 (a) above, · upon the 

requ-est . of that Government." If' we . accept th~ Soviet amendment~ we 

li~i t 1 (e.) to the studY and advice to the Counetl in 'the f'ield of .. 

. technical questi ons concerning ·public finance. Now, it see~ to ·me 

t..luit a . Memb·e~. Government ma.Y want· advice not merely on .a teclmical question. 
. . . 

.. l.t~ ~ wail{b.tivtc-~· bli· ·a ·question 'or policy. rr paragraP:h-.. 2 .t~"to goV-ern 
~ , ~ . .. ·& • 

L.· :(fl.).1:.then :tn tbiJ.~ --~~~ ,·there .is -the risk ~t this Cp~.i.IJSi<>D: will be 
0 . .. . .... · · · · ; ;. • • • • 

' .. ~ • • :.. .. • • ~ · : : • ' .. l (. . • • .... • • • • .. • • 

.. , ;t PX!~~\l~ecl ... by ·1t_a terms or rj;,ference from givins any advi.~ .. e .·?~a .~ues_tion 

ot~· Pciii~r-.: '. i. think. t.hat· ~~4(~V;e ~ be· a 11 tti~ car'ettil :and: also ~~ little 
, . . 

.; .• ' .. ~ · ...... . • ~ . .},,.., : ~ '' · r . • ·• • . ""!:;· ··: .. ,.: .. .... .. • · .. : · . ~.-. · : _. ! ... I .• v.,. 

trus-ting,. to 'begin with the ·wrsdom .fJt· the Commlsaidn· 1 t;&~lf ~ .. I ,.t , for one, . ... ~ ... ... . 
ihej.erore, Wo~ ;be·· in: f«iv.ouj\)~: i~~tis' 'th6:.:t6~~ ·!c)f th6 :Qe~~iution as it 

stands."·* . ., • 7 •• 

* Ibid pp. 31 - 32 - . 
".,.. :. .. .-- .: ... ~~~ =· ·~ 

/"MrJ. BOB'li'iiERR {France) : 
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"Mr. HO!i'F'HI!1'm (FJ:anceh ... ~· I "Wish ·to express my fJUpport of the 

Peruvian Repreaentatfve~s proposal, which I know .is also accepted by the 

~i!t~esentative of Colombia. ! think that we mus.t widen :the terms of 
·... ... .. \ ... _.'i .... ~::;·--··~~· · \~ 

~eferenoe of the proposed :rtsoal Commission and not 111111 t that C~iaalcm in 
. . ... 

i~ terms o~ refereno& 'to .merel.J lesal, technical and ~inistrati ve aspects 

. of. the problem. 'If' .: we ·· ltmit it in any way to legal:; techniqal ·and 
' . 

·admlniatrati ve work, we shall mate 1 t into a body devoted entirely to a ·· work . ' . . ·: 

·. 6t can.pilatton, . ood1t1oat1cm perhaps, but tn any•.case, a work which vtU 

ber of' interest to scientists . :f'l"Cllll the scientific · point of view but wh~c.h 
. . 

will not be of very much value from the practical point of view. I . •;'" 

thtrik· we have already recognized the 1J~r.portemce ·. _of .having wider terms :·· 

0-t- 'reference, because we ' l:a1d - ~t . down that the :Ftscal Commission l!lhoulc\ 

~study the technical aspects of the problelll wt th a. view to preventitJS . . 

"ditpreasiona and defla.tioruh- And I submit that .. ·it is impossible for the · 

·:··:r''tioimntasion tO do that_, to ·· tak~ steps to pre~nt depression and deflation, 

.. }Yi'thout studying the economic to~tto~ whic)l · underlie those phenomena."* 

"Mr. ARGYROPOULOO (Greece): ••• as lons SS"we are disposed to ac.c~pt 

tile creation of this Commission, we ought not ·to restrict 1 ta field o~: 
' ' 

activity. That is why r "would like to propose .the adoption of this .. • 

ReE5olution, but I would a.dDii t, with my French .eoll~ue, that perlu:~:ps \the -" 

~ndment whtch was proposed by our Peruvian colleague W<>uld be veey 

ue.~ful, and I would . be in' ta.vour of 1 ts ado'()tton. "* 

Mr ~. Noel BAKER (Un1 tea KingdOlll): • • • I tel t much persuaded by OlU.' 

No~egian and. Indian colleagues and I would be prepared to follow ~em 

on both points which are under discussion. On the . first, namelY the 
I ~ ' • ~ 

definition of para.gl'a.ph'l (e.) of the aspect of pql>lio finance which the 

. ' COliJDlission is to st\idfji ·x lmow that the Col.omb1an. ~presen.tati ve who . 

· - drafted this ~ok into consideration the tact tba:t there had been a lot 
: J • •• 

· ,of international pra.ottee on this. In fact, the Fiscal COliJDlission of the 

::.o:"Le8.g~e .of Nations ms ·continued to meet, I belteve~ in Mexico in 1940 and 

* ~ p. 32 
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-
in 1943 • . There w..s a Jlle'eting .in March of this: year tn London. I think 

it is in ·the ' light of that experience" that. t~ts draft has been madt'f. And 

I think, for the 'pres~nt, we should adhere to .1 t carefully. • •• l-11 th 

regard to the Peruvian ruaendment, I, personally, would not object to it, 

'but I think 'it changes the emphe.sis e. little. l ·feel sure, in fact, 

that the other Conimissions and agencies wt-11. refer problems to this 

Connnies ion. f'or etl~dy, and I think it is in that we.y, ·by practice and cL~etoms 

that the .. correlation of· the activities of the di.fferent Commieet'ons can 

bes-t be bu.ilt u.p. For that reason, I would, like the Norwegian a.nd ot}l~ 
\ 

Representatives, prefer to stick to the text as it is, recalling. always 
"" 

that the Cotm~.ission· is · 1 teelf.; under paragraph ·7, to reconsider the. matter • 

. we ·could refer our - presen~ discussion to them, so that they should ~e it 

into account when they do look into the matter.·. Of co1,1rse, we romain 

master ot · the situation, and if we do not like what they are ~o1ng1 

whether they make any recomxnendation to us OT not, we oa~, ·at our next 

session .or later, reconsider the matter and change the terms of rQf"erenc~.* 

Mr.· FIONOV (Sovi~t Union): ••• As regards the field of activit,r of 

the .Colllilltsston, it seems to us that the practical work of the fiscal 
I • . ' ' " 

Commission should -be to give advice to .the Economic and Social Cotu1e~l 

on questions connected with 'the organization of the intercbange of 

information on the fiscal subjects between various countries. We consider 

that this would be a useful function. It is not our intention to restrict 

unduly the terms of .reference of the Commission. We should like to 
• # 

propose ~leo, that among the activities of the Fiscal Commission should 

-
be that o:f' studying and rec~nding_ to the Council upon the tec~ical 

questiona connected with international investments and tariff barriers. 

"Mr. ARCA PARRO (Peru):- ••• lDY main object in tekirl:B part in this 

debate was to s1,1pport the adoption of the Resolution. I in uo way want 

* Ibid p. 33/40 .. 
/to slow 

-
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to slow down the discussion of the Resolution. - so in spite of th~ support 

that the Delegations lit~ the French ~d G~eek have been so kind as to 
. ... . . 

give to my. amendment, I would r~ther be wi~ing to withdraw ~t amendment . 
having in m~nd that those terms of reference will be studied carefully 

by tbe Commission itself, and I am sure that some of the initiatives that 

have been brought up to this debate will have to 'be taken ta:to consideration.* . . . \ . 

"Mr. FEONOV (Soviet Union): ••• The Sov!et Delegation can agree with 

your proposal with the followtne underete.ndtng: That in the next session 

of the Economic and Social .Coancil when we are discussing the terms of 
" o L • o 0 # 

reference of the Fiscal Commission, any amendment can be submitted on the . . . 

understa~ding ale~ tbat when the Commission i~elf meets and .discusses 
.. . . 

tbe terins of. refa;x:ence that pro'poseJ.s e.nd. emendments of any kind -~owever 

radical • can be submitted at that time also •. . On these understandings, 

.lA.r. President, we have no obj~ction tc? your proposal. H: 

11CHA~ (Dr. ST-"'MPAR),. (Yugoslavia) ••• ~t seems to .me ·~tall 

the .Members agree that this Sub-Commission shotlld ~e establishe4 at this 

session. · ••• The Soviet Representa.ti ve proposed to appoint a small l-rorkir..g . . ' . 
gro~p to put some new wordi~ in the terms of refer~nce as 1~ stands here, 

but as has already been said, paragraph 7 provides t~t the Mffl;lbers of the 
' .. 

Fiscel Commission should diseuse the terms of reference of this Organization . . . . 

and submit it to the Council ••• If the s'ovtet Representative is aatisfi.ed 

wtth the provisions ~e under Article :7, perhaps it is not necess~ to 

establish more working gro~ps ..... ... . 

. . ' ---.. -

* Tb{d, - p. 41 
** -- - 41 42/45 tbid - Pl?· , ---*** Ibid - p. 4~ -**** Ibid ~ p, 46 


