
produced somewhat unattractively. In it was 
mirrored the mentality of one group only, and 
its appeal was therefore limited. (;.reat success 
had attended the initial phase of tlw films 
pr0gramme. 

In conclusion, he assured the Commiitee that 
his country would support any increase in the 
interest of the United Nation~. Care should be 
taken, however, that fnncts were usect to the best 
advantage. 

:\fr. AzKOl'L (Lebanon) remarked that the 
representative of Chile had appeared to hesitate 
before defending the Department by reason of 
the fact that its head was a fellow-countryman. 
He himself might have hesitated for a very 
different reason : that there was not a single 
Lebanese national in thc whole Seeretariat. 

There was great need for propaganda. In his 
own country, certain prejudices attachcd to the 
United Nations as the successor of the League 
of Nations, and those prejudice~ should be 
combated by information and puulicity. 

The fact that the results of the work of the 
United Nations were different from those desired 
was a reason, not for the suppression of the 
services, but for their improvement. If reductions 
were imperative, they should be made in the 
machinery of operation rather than in the func­
tions themselves. 

A committee of experts to investigate the 
functioning of the Secretariat, which he had 
already urged, should he nominated at the 
earliest possible moment. 

The meeting rose at 1.35 p.m. 

SIXTY-THIRD MEETING 

Eleld at Lake Success, New York, on Tuesday, 
14 October 1947, at 11 a.m. 

Chairman : Justice Sir Fazl ALI (India). 

24. Budget estimates for the financial 
year 1948 (documents A/318, 
AJC.5j 149 and AJC.5/ 1 57) ; report 
of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (document A/336) 

The Committee continued its discussion of 
section 13. 

Mr. HEYWARD (Australia) hoped that there 
\1. ould bc an increase in the salcs of the iVeekly 
/Jullelin, and not on financial grounds alone. It 
wa:> important that factual, objective information 
"hould reach that part of the general public which 
was interested in international affairs, and which, 
hy reason of newsprint shortage and the cost of 
cables, could not be adequately served by the 
Press. Part of the gap should he filled by the 
n·eekly Bulletin; considerable success had 
attended the United Nations News, a monthly 
publication of the \Voodrow Wilson Foundation, 
and there could be no douLt that there existed a 

l\1. Katz-Suchy estime egalement que la presen­
tation du bulletin est peu attrayante. Il reflete 
l'etat d'esprit d'un seul groupe ; sa portee s'en 
trouve limitee. La premiere phase de I'execution 
du programme cinematographiqne a ete couronnee 
de succes. 

Enfin, :\I. Katz-Suchy assure la Commission 
que son pays donnera son appui å toute augmen­
tation qui sen·irait Ies interets de l'Organisation. 
II faudrait veiller neanmoins å ce que Ies sommes 
ainsi allouees soient utilisees au mienx. 

l\f. AzKOVL (Lihan) fait remarquer que le repre­
sentant du Chili a paru hesiter å defendre le 
Departemcnt, du fait qu'il cst dirige par un ele ses 
compatriotes. :\I. Azkoul aurait pu hesiter, lui 
aussi, mais pour unc raison hien differente : c'est 
qu'il n'y a aucun ressortissant libanais dans tout 
le Secretariat. 

II importe grandement de developper la propa­
gande. Au Liban, certains pn'juges s'attachent å 
l'Organisation des Nations Unies, parce qu'elle a 
succede å Ia Soch~te des Nations. II faut combattre 
ces preventions par l'information et la propagandc. 

Si Ies travaux de l'Organisation n'ont pas abouti 
aux resultats souhaites, c'est lå un motif, non pour 
supprimer Ies services, mais pour Ies ameliorer. 
Si des reductions sont absolument necessaires, il 
faut Ies faire porter sur le fonctionnement des 
organes, mais non sur leurs fonctions. 

ll faudrait dcsigner, le plus töt possible, comme 
M. Azhoul l'a dejå instamment demande, une 
commission d'experts chargee de faire une enquete 
sur le fonctionnement du Secretariat. 

La seance est levee å 13 h. 35. 

SOIXANTE-TROISIEME SEANCE 

Tenue a Lake Success, New-York, 
le mardi 14 octobre 1947, a 11 heures. 

President : Sir Fazl ALI (Inde). 

24. Previsions de depenses pour l'exer­
cice financier 1948 (documents 
A/318, AjC. 5/149 et AJC. 5/1 57); 
rapport du Comite consultatif 
pour les questions administratives 
et budgetaires (document A/356) 

La Commission poursuit I'examen du cha­
pitre 13. 

M. HEYWAHo (Australie) espere qu'il y aura 
une augmentation des ventes du Bulletin hebdo­
madaire et pas seulement pour des raisons finan­
cieres. II importe qu'une documentation precise et 
objectivc touche la partie du grand public qui 
s'interesse aux affaires internationales et qui, en 
raison de la penurie de papier journal et du prix 
eleve des telegrammes, n'est pas suffisamment 
tenue au courant par la presse. Cette Iacune 
devrait etre comblee en partie par le Bullelin 
hebdomadaire; la publication mensuelle de Ia 
Fondation Woodrow Wilson United Nations 
News connait un grand succes ; il est hors de 
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nm1-~pccialist clrmand for mverage on l)nitetl 
Nations afiairs. 

Tlw long delay in the printing of oJlirial rt>cords, 
for which the Department was nol in any way 
responsihle, had a hcaring on its e!Tectiveness, and 
otlwr nwans 5houlcl be explored to make a\'ailahle 
selert documents for referenrr. 

He agrcetl with the r<']Jrt'"entalive uf Canada 
thai a rheck ~hould he made on the use to which 
the materia! provided hy the Department was put. 

He thought that the Committt•e should go some 
way toward meeting the strong freling in favonr 
of a further redurtion in the estimates though 
he could not support the extensive cuts proposed 
hy lhe representative of Belgium. 

l\ir. STEVENSO:"'i (l'niled States of Amerira) 
agreeJ with the representative of Canada that 
it \vould he useful to the Committee to receive 
:m annual survey on the Department's work from 
the Secretary-<;eneral. 

He did not share the view that it might do more 
harm than good to gi \'e puhlirity to the acti vilies 
of the United ::'\ations at the pre~ent time. The 
puhlic should know both its failures and i ts 
succes~es. t:nderstanding of the reasons for 
delays or failures was not a negative faetor : the 
prineipal enemy was ignorance or apathy. 

Di~agn•ement in the Committee arosc not over 
the ohjectiws, whieh had heen laid down by the 
\ il'neral Assemhly, and whieh the Assistant 
Secretary-General had tried faithfully to achieve, 
hut owr the scope of thc activitirs of the United 
~ations and the expenditure to he incurred. 

The time to spend money was now when Lhings 
were going badly, :cmd he felt confident that, in 
spite of the various diffieullies to which the 
representatives had referred, an intelligent reron­
ciliation of conflieting views was possihle. 

As eomparrd with the original l'Stimates, lhe 
revised estimates showed a total reduction for 
the Department of some $935,000, whereas the 
reduetion on the item for salm·ies and wages for 
established posts totalled no more than lill8:3,700. 
A larger rerluction in the latter item seemed 
feasible. 

He did not favour further reduetions in 
thc Headquartcrs Liaison Serviees, the Press 
Division or the Reference and Publications 
Divisions. The items for poster competitions 
and preparation of exhibits aiiorded some 
~cope for retrenehment. The eslimates for tlw 
radio programme were some $200,000 higher 
than for 1917, mainly because a full year was 
provided for. That programme was one of tlw 
most effective activities of lhe Departrnenl, and 
it was worth noting that, though it was dirertcd 
prineipally to overseas countries, more than 
100 hroadcasting stations in the United Slates 
were tapping its transmi5sion Iines al lheir own 
expense. 

The films programme, though desirable, \Yas 
perhaps less imperative. He eloubted the wisdom 
of elirect production by the ~United Nations, 
though that applied to only OIH' film out of 

<loute que le grand public reclame des rensei­
gnements sur Ies ~ations Unies. 

Les documents ofliciels sont irnprimes avec de 
longs retards dont le Dcpartement de l'Infor­
mation n'est nullement responsable, mais qui 
nuisent a son hon fondionnement, et il convient 
de Chercher d'autrrs moyens de mettre a Ia 
disposition du publil', aux fins de reference, des 
documents choisis. 

M. Heywarel est d'avis, comme le representant 
du Canada, qu'il faudrait verifier l'usage que l'on 
fait des donnees fournies par le Departement. 

ll pense que la Commission devrait, dans une 
certaine mesure, donner satisfaction a Ia sericuse 
demande de reductions nouvelles dans Ies previ­
sions ele depenses ; il ne peut cependant donner 
son approbation aux diminutions tres importantes 
proposces par le representant de la Belgique. 

J\L STEVENSON (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) est 
d'avis, comme le representant du Canada, qu'il 
serait utile que la Commission re<;oive du Secrc­
taire gencral un rapport annuel sur Ies travaux du 
Departement. 

ll ne partage pas l'opinion selon laquelle il 
serait plus nuisible qu'utile de donner actucl­
lement de Ia publicite aux activites de l'Organi­
sation. Le public doit etre informe de ses cchecs 
comme de ses reussites. ll n'est pas mauvais qu'il 
comprenne Ies raisons des retards ou des echecs ; 
il faut avant tout combattre l'ignorance et 
l'apathie. 

Les divergences qui se sont produites a Ia 
Commission ne portent pas sur Ies objectifs, que 
l' Assemblee generale a determines et quc Ie 
Secretaire general adjoint s'est fidelement efforce 
d'atteindre, mais sur l'etendue des travaux de 
l'Organisation et sur Ies depenses qu'ils entrainent. 

C'est maintenant qu'il faut faire un effort 
financier puisque Ies choses vont mal. M. Steven­
san a confiance, en dcpit des diverses difficultes 
auxquelles Ies representants ont fait allusion, en 
la possibilite d'une conciliation intelligente des 
points de vue divergents. 

Par comparaison avec Ies previsions de depenses 
initiales, Ies previsions revisees font apparaitre, 
pour le Departement, une reduction totale 
d'environ 9:35.000 dollars, tandis que Ia reduction 
du poste traitements et salaires des postes perma­
nents ne depasse pas s:t~OO dollars. ll semble 
possible de reduire ce poste encore davantage. 

M. Stevenson n'est pas partisan de faire subir 
ele nouvelles reduetions aux Services de liaison du 
siege, a la Division de la presse ou a celles de la 
documentation et des publications. Les postes 
concours d'affiches et preparation d'objets a 
exposer peuvent fournir l'occasion de quelques 
economies ; Ies previsions du programme de radio 
sont superieures de quelque 200.000 dollars a 

1 
celles de 1917, ~urtout parce qu'elles portent sur 
une annee eomplete. Ce programme est l'un de 
ceux du Departement qui donne Ies meilleurs 
resultats et, hien qu'il s'adresse principalement 
aux pays d'outre-mer, il est a noter qy.e plus de 
eent stations radiophoniques, aux Etats-Unis, 
relaient ces emissions a lcuri> frais. 

La rcalisation du programme cinernatogra­
phique est certes souhaitable, mais elle s'impose 
peut-etre moins imperieusement. M. Stevenson ne 
voit pas pourquoi Ies Nations Unies se charge-
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t welve. \Vhere monty had already heen invrstecl 
in lhe production of films it "ould he a fah.e 
eeonomy to withhold the crrdits needt>d for 
eompletion, and a further reduetion uncler that 
prograrnme could not, ther,,fore, exceed some 
$101!/JOO. 

·1 he Informaiion Centres were of great potential 
,·alue. They shoul(l he supplementary to, not 
rompetitive with, local infonnation serviecs. 

I !e envisageel the possihility of further savings 
owr the revised estimate~ of from $200,000 to 
:!0:\.!0,000, as a result of hi'l tentative suggestions 
and of the consequential reductions in personncl. 
He wished, however, to hear the vicws of the 
As~istant Secretary-(ienc>ral bcfore making eon­
nete proposals. 

l\Ir. YILFAN (Yugoslavia) felt that tlwse repre­
sentatives who were opposed to the Bt'lgian 
proposal had not presented valid arguments 
agaimt it. He favoured that proposal on two 
main grouncls. ln the first place, it was dear 
that the Committre could claim great freedom 
of aetion in fixing the final figure for thc Depart­
ment. The Secretarv-General had made a 
reuuction of almost" st,OOO,OOO. He stressecl 
that the only possible criterion was to maintain 
a crrtain proportion hetwern the amount allo­
ealt>d for propaganda and the amount of the 
total budget. The representatiw of the Philip­
pin~s had referred to the sums drvotect to infor­
mation services by the lTnited States and United 
Kingdom Governmt>nts, hut he had omitted to 
slate the proportion of those sums to total 
hudgets. It would be found that they certainly 
did not reach ten per cent, as in the case of the 
l Tnited Nations. In the second place, a clear 
distinction should he made hetween information 
and propaganda. The fullest informatlon service 
was needed, and the drfecls or failures of the 
United Nations should not he passed over in 
silence. But the moment was inopportune for 
propaganda, which, in existing circumstances, 
would be Jimited to the repetition of generalities. 

The representatiYcs of th(' l 'SSH and Poland 
had drawn attention to certain defccts in the 
Department, and he endorscd their criticism. In 
partieular, the Press Division showed discrimi­
nation in the matter of reproducing the full text 
of certain speeches. Thus, of the speeches made 
rrcently in the First Committee, those publisheel 
in full by the Press Division represented, with one 
exception, the majority view. 

In conclusion, he proposerl that the Committee 
should vote separately on eaeh item of the 
Belgian proposal. 

l\Ir. TEJERA (Uruguay) stressed the importance 
to the United Nations of an arlequate information 
service. In some countries, sueh as his own, the 
available facilities - Press, radio, films - were 
sufficient, but that was not true of other countries, 
and it was a responsibility of the United Nations 
to ensure that a drmocratic conscience was 
neated throughout the worlrl. 

rairnt directement ele Ia production des films ; il 
est vrai que sa remarque ne porte que sur un fihn 
sur douze. Mais dans Ia mesure oit drs depenses 
ont dejå ete engagees pour Ia production de films, 
ce serait une faussc economie de eouper Ies credih 
necessairrs pour en terminer l'execution ; une 
reduction nouvelle sur ce programme ne pourrait 
donc pas aller au deia ele 100.000 dollars environ. 

Les Centres d'information presentent, pour 
l'avenir, un tres grand interet. lls doivent com­
pieter et non concurrencer Ies services locaux 
d'information. 

l\I. Stevensun voit la possibilite d'une nouvelle 
economir de 200.000 å 330.000 dollars sur Ie:-. 
previsions rrvisees si l'on tient compte de ses 
suggestions et des diminutions de personnel qui 
en decouleraient. l\fais avant de faire drs propo­
sitions concrctes, ii desire connaltre I'opinion du 
Secrrtaire general adjoint. 

l\I. VILFAN (Yougoslavie) estime que Ies repn;­
sentants qui ont pris parti contre la proposition 
du representant ele Ia Belgique n'ont pas presente 
de critiques valables. II s'associe, quant å lui, a Ia 
proposition ; pour deux raisons prineipales. En 
premirr Iieu, il est clair quc Ia Commission a lc 
droit de fixer librement le chiffre definitif des 
depenses du Departement. Le Secretaire general 
a effectue une reduction de pres ele 1.000.000 de 
dollars. l\1. Vilfan souligne que la seule methode 
possible est de maintenir un certain equilibrr 
entre lrs credits alloues pour Ia propagande et 
!'ensemble des credits du hudget total. Le repn~­
sentant des Philippines a parle dcs sommes 
consacrees aux services de l'information par Ies 
Gouvernements des Etats-Unis et du Hoyaume­
Uni, mais il a omis ele preciser la part que repre­
sentent ces depenses dans Ie budget total. On 
trouvera qu'elles n'atteignent certainement pas 
Ies 10 pour cent que I'on reieve dans Ies previsions 
des Nations Unies. En second lieu, il faut nette­
ment distinguer entre l'information et la propa­
gande. II faut un service d'information aus::;i 
eomplet que possible qui ne passe pas sous silence 
Ies dCfauts ou Ies echecs de l'Organisation. Mais le 
moment rst mal choisi pour Ia propagande car, 
dans Ies circonstances actuelles, elle se limiterait å 
repeter eles generalites. 

Les representants de l'URSS et de Ia Poiogne 
ont souligne certaines imperfeetions du Depar­
tement et l\L Vilfan souscrit å ces critiques. En 
particulier, Ia Division de Ia presse choisit arbi­
trairement Ies discours qu'elle reproduit integra­
lement. Ainsi, panni Ies discours prononces 
dernierement å la premiere Commission, Ia 
Division de la presse n'a publie in exlenso, a une 
exception pres, que des discours representant 
l'opinion de la majorite. 

En terminant, M. Vilfan propose que Ia Commis­
sion vote separement sur chacun des points ele la 
proposition de la Belgique. 

l\1. TEJERA (Uruguay) souligne l'importance, 
pour l'Organisation des Nations Unies, de possecler 
un service d'information suffisant. Dans certains 
pays, Ie sien par exemple, il existe des moyens 
suffisants - presse, radio, films - mais tel n'est 
pas le cas pour d'autres pays et l'Organisation des 
Nations Unies se doit de faire na'ltre, partout dans 
Ie monde, une conscience dcmocratique. 
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All peoples should receive precise and objective 
information. The Department of Publie Infor­
mation could ensure that tendentious or false 
information would be combated. It was true 
that there was a shortage of dollars, but that 
difficulty could be solved ; the future of the 
United Nations and the maintenanee of peace 
transcended currency probiems. 

The League of Nations had not attached 
sufficient importance to pubiic opinion ; that 
error should be avoided. 

Information could be distributed more cheapiy ; 
in most countries there existed agencies for 
eentralizing all Press materia!. Jnformation from 
the Vnited Nations should he distributed by sueh 
agencies rather than through the medium of the 
Weekly Bulletin. Similarly, agreements should 
he concluded with nationai or private broad­
casting stations for the re-difiusion of sueh 
information. 

He suggested that tlw printing of certain 
documents might be done outside the United 
States ; for exampie, documents in Spanish might 
be printed in Latin America. 

He was opposed to the production of films 
by the United Nations. Arrangements should 
be made for fiims to be prodnced hy various 
countries ; the United Nations could attcnd to 
the copying and distrihution. 

1\Ir. :VloRALES (Costa Rica) obscrved that the 
activities of an organization were the hest form 
of propaganda. 

The results of the United i\ations had not eome 
up to expeetations. Newrtheless, the Depart­
ment of Publie Information shonld reeeive an 
adequate hudget for deveiopment and impro­
vement in the initial stages. The Department 
should provide eonstant information on the work 
of the United Nations since otherwise silenee 
would he construed as inaetion. 

Mr. BuRGER (Netheriands) remarked that the 
Department of Publie Information was a most 
important one, but it also made the greatest 
demands on the funds of the United Nations. 
It was the duty of the Fifth Committee to ensure 
that each Department received its proper share. 

The vaiue of the o,ervices proYided by the 
Department were variously estimated in various 
countries, hut there '.vas universai agreement on 
the need for the common man to understand the 
purposes of the United ~ations. 

He reminderl the Committee that the General 
Assemhly had resolwd that the Department 
shonld not engage in propaganda. 

The shortage of dollars imposed the utmost 
caution in dollar expenditure. Funds should 
be devoted primarily to urgent activities that 
cleariy strengthened the United Nations and 
promoted its aims. Information on those acti­
vities should not absorh a. disproportionate sum. 

It wouid have heen easier to fix an over-all 
figurc for lhe Department and then to 1listribute 

Tous les peuples doivent etre informes de fa<;lm 
precise et objective. Le Departement de l'Infor­
mation peut s'assurer que Ies nouvelles tendan­
cieuses ou erronces sont combattues. II est exa{ t 
qu'il y a penurie de dollars, mais c'est la une 
difficulte qui peut etre resolue ; l'avenir de 
l'Organisation des ~ations Unies et le maintien 
de la paix importcnt plus que Ies questions de 
devises. 

La Socide des Nations n'a pas attach~ une 
importance suffisante a l'opinion pnblique ; il ne 
faut pas commettre Ia meme erreur. 

Les nonYelles pourraient etre distribuees å 
meilleur compte ; dans la piupart des pays, il 
existe des agences qui centralisent tous Ies rensei­
gnements necessaires a la presse. Les nouvelles 
provenant ele l'Organisation des Kations Unies 
devraient etre clistribuees par ees agences plutöt 
que par l'intermC.diaire du Bulletin hebdomadain'. 
De mt1me, il faudrait conelure des accords avee lu; 
stations de radiodifiusion nationaies et privefs 
pour Ia retransmission de ces nouvelles. 

:\f. Tcjera propose CJUC certains clocu:11"Ht~ 
soient imprimt;s en dehors des Etats-Unis : am~<i 
Ies documents en espagnol pourraient etn' 
imprimes en Amerique Iatine. 

L'orateur s'oppose a la production de films par 
l'Organisation. On devrait prendre des dispositions 
pour que des films soient tournes par divers pays ; 
l'Organisation cles Nations Unies pourrait <'n 
surveiller Ia reproduction et Ia distribution. 

:\I. :\loRALES (Costa-Rica) fait observer que Ja 
meilleure propagande d'une organisation est 
l'!X'nwe qu'elle accomplit. 

Les rcsultats ohtenus par l'Organisation des 
~ations Unies n'ont pas reponclu a l'attente. 
~eanmoins, ii faut que le Dcparlement de l'infor­
mation soit dote cl'un budget lui permettant de se 
cleveiopper et dc s'ameliorer dans Ia periode 
initiale. II faut que Ie Departement fournisse 
continuellement cles dom1ees sur Ies travaux de 
rorganisation, sinon le silence serait interprete 
commc une preuve cl'inaction. 

:\I. BenGER (Pays-Bas) fait remarquer qu,., je 

Departement ele l'information est l'un des plus 
importants, mais que e"est aussi celui des depar­
tements de l'Organisation qui coute Ie plus cher. 
Le devoir de la Cinquieme Commission est de 
veiller a ee quc chaqne departement re<;oive ]a 
part qui Iui revient. 

La vaieur des serviees rendus par Ie Devar­
tcment est appreciec de fat;on differente dans l"'s 
divers pays, mais toulie monde est d'aecord pom 
estimer necessaire que Ie grand public comprenne 
Ies huts de l'Organisation des Nations Unies. 

L'orateur rappelle a Ia Commission que 
l'Assemhiee generaie a deeide que Ie Drpartement 
ne doit pas faire ele propagande. 

La penurie de dollars obiige a engager l<"S 

depenses en dollars avee une extreme rcserve. Les 
fonds doivent etre eonsaeres avant tout anx 
travaux urgents qtii rcnforcent nettement l'Orga­
nisation et la rapproche de ses buts. Les rensei­
gnements reiatifs a ees travaux ne devraient p111s 
absorber des sommes exccssives. 

II et'lt Cte plus facile de fixer une somme globale 
pour Ie Departement et ele Ia repartir en;;•Jik 
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the amount over the various chapters. Such a 
solution would not, however, have given general 
satisfaction. 

He proposed that the Committee should 
examine each item separately, due regard being 
paid to the dollar shortage, to the Belgian 
proposal and to the fact that the League of 
Nations had devoted to its information services 
Iess than half of the percentage recommended 
for those of the United Nations. 

Mr. CoHEN (Assistant Secretary-General in 
charge of the Department of Publie Information) 
thanked those representatives who had expressed 
their appreciation of the Department's work. 

The Department hacl been forcecl to dcY('lop 
more rapiclly than other Departments. The 
Security Council hacl begun its meetings at 
Hunter College in March 1946 and a new structure 
had to come into being. 

The rules of procednre provid('cl for the fullest 
publicity to he given to open meetings and for 
Press releases or verbal bridings to be issued in 
the case of closed meetings. 
~The demand for information grew to propor­
tions that could not have been foreseen, and the 
Department had to serve both the United Nations 
and the various channels of information. No 
part of the work, which to a great extent had 
been experimental, went beyond the recommen­
dations of the TeeimicaJ Advisory Committee. 

A check on the US('S to which materia! was 
being put was already in force. 

Whatever the possible differences of inter­
pretation of the directives issued by the General 
Assembly in London, it remained clear that the 
Department could not withhold the information 
that was being clamoured for. So far it had 
been unable to satisfy fully the demand. 

He observecl that the Department would not 
have needed to expand if the information services 
of Member States had been hrought into full 
co-operation. So far only the United States 
of America, Canada, the United Kingdom and 
certain other countries had made broadcasting 
facilities available. There had been no other 
support, except on the direct initiative of the 
Department. 

The present position in regard to information 
throughout the world was not a healthy one. 

He could not agree with the representative 
of Belgium when he argued the case for silence. 
That would set up a total vacuum, interest in 
the United Nations would die and the peoples 
of the 'vorld might suddenly be faced with an 
armed conflict. 

It was most important that essential infor­
mation shouid he made available without deiay ; 
in that connexion he called the Committee's 
attention to a letter acldressed to the Secretary­
General bv Lord Robert Cecil, in which reference 
was made" to the Iong delays in receiving docu­
ments. The matter "·as the more serious in 
view of the shortage of newsprint a.nd the 
consequent restricted coverage of United :\'ations 
meetings. 

entre Ies divers articles. Une telle solution n'aurait 
cependant pas satisfait tout le monde. 

L'orateur propose que la Conunission examine 
chaque poste separement, en tenant dument 
compte de la penurie de dollars, de la proposition 
prcsentee par la Belgique et du fait que la Societe 
des Nations a consacre å ses services d'information 
moins de la moitie du pourcentage recommande 
pour Ies services correspondants de l'Organisation 
des Nations Unies. 

:VI. CoHEN (Secretaire general adjoint charge du 
Departement ele l'information) remercie Ies repre­
sentants qui ont exprime Ieur satisfaction å 
l'egard de l'Cl:'uwe accomplie par son Drpartement. 

Ce Departement a ete oblige de se developper 
plus rapidement que Ies autres. Le Conseil de 
securite a tenu ses premirres seances å Hunter 
College en mars 1946, et il a fallu mettre sur pie(l 
un service nouveau. 

Le Rl'glcment interieur prcvoit que la plus large 
publicitr sera donnee aux seanccs publiques et que 
Ies seances privees seront suivies de communiques 
ele pressc ou de communiques oraux. 

La demande en fait d'information a augmente 
dans des proportions qu'il n'etait pas possible de 
prevoir et Ie Departement a du repondre aux 
besoins å la fois ele l'Organisation et des divers 
organes ele I'information. Aucunc partie de ses 
travaux qui, dans une large mesure, ont eu lieu a 
titre d'essai, n'a depasse Ies recommandations du 
comite consultatif technique. 

On a dejå etabli un contröle ele l'usage que l'on 
fait des diverses donnees. 

Quelles que soient Ies differentes interpretations 
possibles des directives donnees par l' Assemblee 
generale a Londres, il reste ccrtain que le Depar­
tement ne peut pas ne pas diffuser Ies nouvelles 
que l'on reclame a grands cris. Jusqu'å present, il 
n'a pas etc en ruesure ele satisfaire completement 
å la demande. 

;\I. Cohen fait remarquer que Ie Departement 
n'aurait pas eu besoin de se developper, si Ies 
services d'information des Etats Membres avaient 
coopere ele fac;on complete . .lusqu'ici, seuls Ies 
Etats-Unis d'Amerique, Ie Canada, le Royaume­
Uni et certains autres pays ont mis leurs services 
de radiodifiusion å la disposition ele l'Organisation. 
Cette derniere n'a pas rec;u d'autre aide sauf sur 
l'initiative directe du Departement. 

La situation actuelle de l'information dans Ie 
monde n'est pas bonne. 

L'orateur declare ne pouvoir etre d'accord avec 
le representant de Ia Belgique quand il soutient la 
these du silence. Ce serait produire un vide total ; 
l'interet porte å l'Organisation des Nations Unie~ 
disparaitrait, et Ies peuples du monde risqueraient 
dc se trouver brusquement en face d'un conflit 
arme. 

II est extremement important que Ies nouvelles 
essentielles soient diffusees sans delai ; å cet egard, 
l\1. Cohen appelle l'attention de Ia Commission sur 
une lettre adressee au Secretaire general par Lord 
nobcrt Cecil, dans Iaquelle il est fait allusion aux 
longs delais encourus dans la reception des docu­
ments. C'est 1å une question d'autant plus grave que 
l'on manque de papier-journal et que Ies journaux 
restreignent, de ce fait, la place qu'ils accordent 
aux seances de l'Organisation des Nations Unies. 
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He >vas well aware of the financiai position 
{'f l\It•rnbers, and had tried to limit expenditure 
to a hare minimum. Ab:mt $1,000,000 of the 
Department's hudget would he expended outside 
the t_;nited States. 

The Press services of the t:nited Nations were 
particularly important in view of the fact that 
the principal news agencies were situated in only 
lhree or four countries. Not all the information 
is~ned hy them was completely nnbiasecl. 

The Department's impartiality had heen ques­
tioned hy the representatiws of the USSR and 
Poland. To the former, he pointed out that the 
current issue of the 1reeklq Rulletin contained a 
ehapter devoted to the criticisms of the Depart­
ment expressed hy certain representatives in the 
Fiith Committee, and to the latter that such a 
complaint hacl not pre\·iously becn made. One 
agency had described the Press releases as 
painfully ohjective. 

Di~trilmtion of the Press relL·ascs, which ·were 
not intended to record decisions of the Committees, 
hacl been eonfined to the Press until delegations 
Ilari requested copies. The need which they 
~erved could not be met hy thc wrbatim or the 
summary records, which appcared loo late for the 
purposes of the Press. 

The comparatin• figures for information and 
Prt':>S services were : 19.!7, $709,350 ; 19,18, 
original estimates, $875,300, revised estimales 
$G56,895. 

Referring to the various ilems in the Belgian 
proposal, Mr. Cohen pointed out that, under 
{'hapter 1, a reduction of 20 per cent in item I, 
representing a deerease of sixly-flve persons, 
would be a crippling blow : a sum of $10,000 in 
item II would not cover the services of the one 
consultant on the telecommunirations pian ; 
the reduction proposed in itt'm IJI would involve 
serious inconvenience to the General Assembly 
and the generai pnblic. 

In regard to chapter II. item 1 ha<l been 
reduced from 37.),000 ; a further cul would 
render vain the work of maintaining direct contact 
with the media of information. Item II was a 
matter for the Department of Administrative 
and Financial Services. 

Heferring to chapter 111, he fdt, after a careful, 
rcview, that a further maximum reduction of 
$20,000 in item 1 might he possibie. Any 
aclditionai cut in item II would necessitate the 
elimination of many publications. He suggested 
that the representative of Belgium shouid request 
su:.pension of the 1Veekly Blllletin, if such was 
his intention. The poster competitions provided 
for in item 111 had already begun and interest 
had been aroused. A reduction of item IV would 
he a hard blow to a great number of persons, who 
had created an enormous demand for materia!. 
A fnrther cut in item V wouid he a most damaging 
and unwise decision. The estimate had been 
carefully scrutinized by the Advisory Committee. 

L'orateur conna'it fort bien la situation finan­
eiere des ~Iemhres et il s'est eiTorce de limiter Ies 
depenses au striet minimum. Snr le hudget dtt 
Departement, cm·iron 1.000.000 de dollars scront 
depenses en dehors des Etats-Unis. 

Les services de presse de l'Organisation des 
:-.Jations Unies sont particulierement importants, 
dant donne que Ies principaies agences de presse 
sont rassemblees dans trois ou quatre pays et que 
Ies nouvelles qu'elles donnent ne sont pas toujours 
d'une objectivitc absoiue. 

Les representants de l'Ul}SS t't de la Poiogne 
ont conteste l'impartialite du Departement dc 
l'information. S'adressant au premier, M. Cohen 
fait remarquer que Ie dernier numero du Bullelin 
hebdomadaire contient un chapitre consacrc aux 
critiques porlees contrc Ie Departement par 
certains represenlants å la Cinquieme Commission. 
Au representant de la Pologne, il signale que Ies 
reproehes qu'il adresse au Dcpartement n'ont 
jamais ete formulCs auparavant. One agence de 
presse a dit des communiqucs ele presse qu'ils sont 
piatement objectifs. 

Les communiques de presse, qui ne sont pas 
faits pour rapporter Ies decisions prises par Ies 
Commissions, etaient distriburs uniquement å Ia 
presse, jusqu'au moment oit Ies delegations en ont 
demande des exempiaires. Les comptes rendus 
stenographiques et analytiques ne peuvent pas Ies 
remplaeer, car ils sont publics trop tard pour 
rrpondre aux besoins de Ia presse. 

Les chifTres compares pour Ies services de 
l'information et de Ia presse sont Ies suivants : 
19,47, 709.350 dollars; 1948, previsions initiales, 
875.300 dollars, previsions revisees, 656.895 
dollars. 

M. Cohen passe ensuite en revue Ies difTerents 
points de Ia proposition de Ia Beigique. Pour ce 
qui est de l'article 1, il fait remarquer qu'unc 
reduction de 20 pour cent apportce au poste 1 
representerait Ia suppression de soixante-cinq 
postes et paraiyserait le Departement. La somme 
de 10.000 dollars, prevue au poste II, ne pourrait 
suffire pour remunerer Ies services ele l'unique 
expert eonseil en matiere de telecommunications. 
La reduction proposee pour Ie poste III risquerait 
d'avoir de graves inconvenients pour l'Assembiee 
gc•neraie et le public. 

En ce qui concerne l'article II, Ie poste 1 etait 
primitivement de 75.000 dollars. Une nouvelle 
reduction rendrait inutile tout efiort pour 
maintenir un contact direct avec Ies services 
d'information exterieurs. Le poste II releve du 
Departement des services administratifs et 
financiers. 

En ce qui concerne l'article III,l'orateur estime, 
apres un examen approfondi, qu'on pourrait 
apporter au poste 1 une nouvelle reduction ne 
ch•passant pas 20.000 dollars. Toute nouvelle 
reduction du poste II entrainerait Ia suppression 
d'nne bonne partie des publications. Le repn\­
sentant de Ia Belgique n'a qu'a demander Ia 
suspension du Bulletin hebdomadaire, si tel est le 
but qu'il poursuit. Le concours d'affiches, prevu 
au poste 111, a deja commence et a suscite de 
l'interet. Pour le poste IV, toute reduction serait 
de nature a decevoir fortement un grand nombre 
de personnes qui ont demande une tres grande 
quantite de materiei d'exposition. Toute nouvelle 
reduction du poste V constituerait une decision 
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In regard to item VI, he had hoped that, since 
other materia! would have to be curtailed, an 
increase would be approved in that item. It 
had not, however, been granted in the revised 
estimates. Acceptance of the reduction proposed 
in item VII would mean that no films would be 
produced in 1948 and assistance to outside 
producers would be hampered. The reduction 
proposed in item IX was most regrettable ; it 
would affect persons who were anxious to help 
the United Nations. 

The reductions proposed by the representative 
of Belgium, which amounted to 32 per cent in 
terms of money, would have a far more serious 
effect in terms of activities. The basic structure 
of the Department had to remain unchanged, 
whatever the size of the operation, and the 
reduction in terms of activities would amount to 
50-60 per cent. 

Referring to the points raised by the United 
Kingdom representative in regard to the Head­
quarters Liaison Services, Mr. Cohen stressed 
the importance of the work done by the various 
units in servicing the representatives of 
200 national and 800 international non-govern­
mcntal organizations, in providing the background 
materia! for lectures, in arranging lectures to be 
given by members of the Secretariat or dele­
gations, and in co-operating with UNESCO in 
connexion with courses of study. There was 
no overlapping with external services. 

He described the work of the Radio Division 
in detail, emphasizing that its policy aimed at the 
production of programmes in the closest consul­
tation with the Members. To illustrate the 
activity of the Division, he mentioned that on the 
previous day eighteen hours of broadcasts had 
originated in the United Nations studios. 

In conclusion, he explained that normally 
speeches were reproduced in full in the Press 
releases only if an advance text was available. 
An exception had been made in the case of the 
representative of Belgium in the First Committee 
at the urgent request of the Press correspondents. 
The Department had issued 3,000 Press releases 
and had received only five complaints. 

Mr. VrLFAN (Yugoslavia) thought that the 
Assistant Secretary-General's reply concerning 
the Press releases substantiated his complaint. 
\Vhat the correspondents had asked for v.as 
not important hut what was important was that 
in the case of Mr. Spaak's speech the Press 
Division made an exception. 

The meeting rose at 1.26 p.m. 

SIXTY-FOURTH MEETING 

Held at Lake Success, New York, on Wednesday, 
15 Oclober 1947, at 11 a.m. 

Chairman : Justice Sir Fazl Au (India). 

prejudiciable et serait contre-indiquee. Le Comite 
consultatif a examine soigneusement Ies previ­
sions de elepenses. En ce qui concerne le poste VI, 
l' orateur esperait qu'une augmentation de ce 
poste aurait ete approuvee puisque el'autres 
fournitures elevaient etre reeluites. Cette augmen­
tation n'a cependant pas ete accordee dans Ies 
previsions revisees. Le fait d'accepter Ia reduction 
proposee au poste VII impliquerait qu'aucun film 
ne serait produit en 1948 et entraverait I'aide aux 
proelucteurs exterieurs å I'Organisation. La reduc­
tion proposee atl poste IX est des plus regrettables, 
car elle affecterait des personnes qui ont Ie desir 
d'apporter Ieur concours å l'Organisation eles 
Nations Unies. 

Les recluctions proposees par le representant de 
la Belgique, qui, exprimees en termes financiers, 
s'elevent å 32 pour cent du budget propose, impo­
seraient å I'activite du Departement des reduc­
tions encore hien plus considerables. La structure 
fonelamentale du Departement clevra rester la 
meme, quelle que soit I'etendue de I'operation et 
la reduction aurait pour effet ele rogner de 50 å 
60 pour cent Ies travaux du Departement. 

Passant aux points souleves par le representant 
du Royaume-Uni en ce qui concerne Ies Services 
ele Iiaison du siege, M. Cohen souligne I'importance 
de I'ceuvre accomplie par Ies divers rouages de ces 
services, qui pretent Ieur concours aux repre­
sentants de 200 organisations nationales et 
800 organisations non gouvernementales inter­
nationales : ils fournissent aux organisateurs de 
conferences la documentation necessaire ; ils 
organisent des conferences de membres elu Secre­
tariat ou eles elelegations et collaborent avec 
!'UNESCO å eles series de cours. II n'y a aucun elou­
ble emploi avec Ies services exterieurs å l'Organi­
nisation. 

L'orateur analyse en eletail Ies travaux de Ia 
elivision raeliophonique, en insistant sur Ie fait que 
cette elivision s'efforce el'elaborer ses programmes 
en collahoration etroite avec Ies Membres. Pour 
elonner un exemple de I'activite ele cette elivision, 
il signale que, la veille, Ies stuelios ele I'Organi­
sation ont emis penelant elix-huit heures. 

Enfin, M. Cohen precise que, normalement, Ies 
eliscours ne sont reproeluits integralement elans Ies 
communiques de presse que si Ie texte en est 
elisponible a l'avance. Une exception a ete faite 
pour Ie discours elu representant ele Ia Belgique a 
Ia Premiere Commission, sur I'insistance eles 
correspondants ele presse. Le Departement a 
publie 3.000 communiques ele presse et Ie nomhre 
ele plaintes qu'il a rec;ues ne depasse pas cinq. 

M. VrLFAN (Yougoslavie) estime que la reponse 
donnee par le Secretaire general adjoint au sujet 
eles communiques de presse justifie la plainte 
qu'il a formulee. Ce que Ies correspondants ont 
demande est sans importance, mais ce qui a une 
importance, c'est que la Division de la presse ait 
fait une exception en ce qui concerne Ie discours 
de M. Spaak. 

La seance est Ievee å 13 h. 26. 

SOIXANTE-QUATRI~ME S~ANCE 

Tenue a Lake Success, New- York, 
le mercredi 15 octobre 1947, a 11 heures. 

President: M. Fazl Au (Inde). 
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