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Item 4 of . t~ . agenda ..... 

EDUCATIONAL oPPom'UNITIES :roR .'Dim 

1. · · The Eco.nardc and Social Cduncil at ita ninth sesSiOn ;re.ased a: reSolution 

{ 2112 B (D)) 'lf'hioh inter · alia decided that ·the stu~ of the legal · poa1 tian 
. ' - . . . ,. 

sbcW.d b8 canpleted· bJ 'an ·inTesti8at1tll illto the 'actual conditiCI'ls in ~ t1ei4' 
of 'WODI&n1 s educ~tion, and suggeste• 'Wlat the investigation should- a1Jii ·at 

aacertahdllS not· oilly the ··eXistence ~ 41scrl.m1.Dation· but also the caUse~ or-
1 

alCh d1scrimina1iioli. · · 

2. ·~he seoretal7-General was.' requested -~ oollaoorate with the United. ' ~""'~ 
Edu~at1ooal; Sci'enti:tic· and CUltural o~sztion in Pl.atlnin8 and c~ :od 
a stuey al011g these lines in co-operation v.tth Oo'U'VfilraeAta, sal to report' tit 
the f~ session ot the Cclllnisai<m an the Status at Wanen. 

3. Pu.rstUmt to this resolution, UNESCO undertook to prepare the ~ta~ 
eli this subJect Which the Secretar;y-Genere.l herewith has the honour ·tc) ureai.l 
to the CO!IIIlission. 
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:J!:DOO.ATIOW. OPJIQRTt"D.TlES FOR WCH:N 

A. Sources ot the m-eaent dcieument 

The Universal Declaration at Human Rights proclaimed equality ' ) rtghts 
' / ' ' 

without c1ist1nction of sex and the right of everyone to educatiOD , "to participate 

in the cultural life of the ca=mity, to enJoy the arts and to .:3hare in 

scientific advancement arid its benefits (~icles 26 and 27). 

The United Nations sent their Member states · ~ · q~eaiionnaire (E/CN.6/W.l) 

~ter !!!! concemillg opportunities tor~ to obtain education and practice 

professions and, ' in Januaey l9~, p!blished the results ot this enquiey 1Ii 
re.spect of the thirty .. 1;wo c~tries . which sent r~pllea (documeiit EjCN .• 6/78, 
Corr.l and Add.l). · 

At ita ninth session, tl~ Econanic and Soc:1al Council recommended a · 

oanpl.ementary inquiry (resolution 242 B (lX)) to show how far the cond.itiona for 

wanen' a education were actually realized. Tt.d.s inquiry was t 'o be completed by 
' ' 

a study of t.he nature .and causes of the obstacles hindering fUll equality of 
~ . . . . 

edu~tional opportunities fo~ w~wn. 

The United lrat:!<n s Edu ~-.. ;;ti: .. :r-al, Scientific and C-ult:ural Organization, Whose 

Genel"al Con:fe~e hEd. Co\;.~' ~.tl~;:t•:::-~ ii the (,t:J."3 Stion of '"7C>t!ltm, s education at each of 

its an~al aea~1ons1 offe:t'(..,l to ccllabo~ate 'iv,i. th .the Com::niss1on on the Status of 

Women in the following taaks~ 

{1) C~cation to the Economic and Social Council of the. stat;i~ica · 
turnished by UNESCO's member states in reply to the Fom (Uneaco/Educ/67) 

prepared by the secretariat on educational organizatioo and statistics; 

(2) stuey of the obstacles in the way of educational equality between the 

sexes. 

The statistics in the annexed table 1 derived mainly from official sources 

and ~rtly from private sources, relate to the years between 1938 and 1947. 
They give a provisional estimate of the educational situation throughout the 

'IIOrld, pending the Secretariat• s publication of the whole of the replies by 

Governments to the questionnaire sent out to the seventy States early in Janua17 

1950.~/ It has not been :possible to secure figures for the comparative school 

attendance oi' boys and girls in the !JBSB. 

!/ ~Y l May 19501 only the Union of South Africa and France had sElilt replies. 

/Nan-statistical 



•<D•statist1eal ~~ 1il!is saJ.ptita. bt' d1ftCt · "PD~~· ~ ' . .. ' .. . . . ·~ 

nan•govemmental and 1nte-gov~tal organizati<ms an4 b7 the CCII'IIittee at 
Experts Vhich :met at 'UNESQO House f'ran 5 to ·1 December 1949 to exam:Jne the 

obstacles to ei}UAi1ty. at ..,~iuua .o~tieE,.. . Ws COIIII!d.ttee 1Dc~aa4 
represent_at1ves of e~ 1nte=t1onal :oon.•govel'IJIIIM'Jtal. organizatiqu (,rc 'I.M~l 
associations and associations ot e<bicators and social workers) as w.ell ;" 

representatives ar the· ln'ter•Americarl. CC111111.ssion of Waaen and the Moslem-Arab 

League. lt had instruo'tions to draw Ul> a· ·g~ral rePort on the basis of the 

replies received f'rQm the }8rticipat~· Organizations to a queat1oona~ f1'8ilf4 
by the secretariat (Ed/C<'Jtlr .8/3 and Ed/CC%Jf .8/4). 

The Ptu-Pose of the present clocument is to present to the f~ eesf¢CI1 at 
the COlDIIlission an the status of W~ .~ statistics so far collected and the 

results of consultation With c~1 ~~tiom,.l. organizations. 

B. !Ht!n!tti 0e?Jl1!! 

1. ~!!'!!ltal educaticm and illiteracz 
From two dif:f'erent data it is possible to estimate the respective .poatt.tta•'T 

~ 

ot boys and girls as regards fUndamental e&1cat1on. \ These are: 

(a) .· a'l!e· P!rcentsge of illitef!C.l 8.1J¥?!W men and wanen. 
There are no later data about illiteracy then those :tur.n.i~d. by' ·,._. 

naticcaJ. ceJlSU.ses af the d1f'f'erent CoaJ:ltries. Sane af this 1nt-ormaticm ' ...... 14 
' . '· 

ey back · Ellicl .calls for certain prel1m1i'Jm'y obse"ations. It will nee4 ~ 

as time goes on and we leam t!le resUlts of literacy campaigns o SecolscllJ 1 

same coun~ries have made educaticm c~sory since the date ot their la~ 
census, end illiteracy mat have been vert aubstantial.ly reduced, ~1~ 

8.Illal8 .children of school age. 

In· .the l1ght of these remarks, it Will be found that, except tor ~a:aa4& 
Finl.at14, · Sveden and tp.e .United states, the perqentage o:r- illiterates. :ts 

eve~ hieber ·among females then ~ males 1 whether the law.·1JIJO­
C0111P1l8017 ecblcaticm ar not. 

(b) ·aesstre.tians,., divided "into sexes, in E!!!r;r. schools 1n the ~ 
countriosi Albania, Algeria, Argent~, "Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, c~. 
Ce7lan, Chile, CQ\ombia, Ctechosl0Teld.a1 Daa!nilcen BePlbl1o, ~~dar, -~:: 
J'Salancl1 ~~ Gol.d Coast, Greece, GUateaaJa, Baas Kong, ~a, . ....,..._ .. ~ 

Jepm1 Lebezlal, Iuxemlbolu'S, Ma&lgascar, MeXioo, lletherlands, New Zealaiitt, . 
1ft_..;. ,.....,.., 

' . 

.. 
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Peru., PolSha~ · Porlugal, " salve.d:or~ singatX:>re~ S:painl Sweden, SWitzerland, ·syria, 

Turkey I United. Kingdom and the United state's of J.mel·ice~ . . ' .. . .. 
~ax:c~te,ge o,r' mdi,e_ana f~.~.s.{stration~ in .. :r;;ri~sch,!Jpl~ ,· 

(in l'elation to the ·generEil po:pulatj.Oll1 per thousandiri.habitenta) 
;- . . .... : .. :.!:. .·. 

A. Couhtrie.s in which ~he ~rcentage of male 'registrations ia at l~nat dottble 
that ot females~ : ··.~ . · .. : · .. · · . .. · 

'• .t-~· • . ' 

Per l,Ooo . . Per 1,ooo 
Countxz · ~ . bola · · ···. · <Zil:'.ls · 
..... - -~ _...w.:, ................ -

' J..lbania : ' 31~ 17 
Algerie 21 . ; 7 . 
Gold Coast 39 . 11 
India · 27 · · 10 
Iraq ; . • . 23· 8 
Syria 33 . 14 

• . j ~ ·. ' . . . j • . , .• 

B. Countr-les where the difference in percentage is more than 10 in favour of 

boys: 

Q2E!li!Z 
Ceylon 
],>el~ 
Portugal 
Sincapore 
Turlcey ,. 

Per -'l;OOO · 
bo:zs .. . ... 
87 
62 
42 
43 
45 

Per 1,000 

~:'!L 
66 

. 38 . 
3~ 
25 
26 J 

c. Countrie~ in which the .pel'Centage di:f':feren•o in favour of' boys is le-ss · 
+.hATl 1Cl.! 

·poimtry 

Belgi '!.1m • · 

Brazil . . 
Chile 
colan'bi'ii· 
l>Cilll1.I l icen Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Finland 
Fran.ce 
Guatemala 
Luxombour3 

. NetherlanQ.s 
Nev Zeairuid. 
Pananw.·. 
Polapd 
Switzerland '·· 
·tmi ted IUngclom ··: 
Up.i ted. ~)~a tf; s . 

. ) i . < 

' ( , •-_ ' 

.·; 

•• 

Per 1,000 
· boy:J· . 

58 
37 . .. 
62 
36 
28 

.48 
"30 
59 
62 
30 
52 
68 
58 
66 
71 
48 
39 
70 

.:;1 · r · , .( 

' ... . . -~~.---~ 

Per 1,000 
.<:!'irla · · 
-~-

57 
35 
57 
35 
27 
41 
24 
56 
53 ; .. 
22. 

•'.•, . :·:49 .:: . 

;.., 

. 65 
5J 

··· 62 · . ·· ·1 
' . 
67., 
47' 
37 
66 . 

/D. Countries in 
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D; · ·countries in which the percentage at female registrations exceeds that or 
itfalea: .. 

Per 1,oco . . Per 1.,000 counw ·bozs girls 

Canada 8e 85 
Ireland 63 64 
Spain 48 49 
The total proportion at male and f'emale registratims in primary- schools 11+ 

th4il forty-two countries for which there are figures f'or each sex, differs 

appreciably from the almost equal. :retio or boy-s and girls of school age, viz, 

809 girls to 1 1000 boys. It WiU be not'lced that many ~ountries are not 

mentioned in this study 1 either because they have not y-et fumished figures Ol' 

because their data do not diatingui_ah between ~la and bo:ra. 

2. Secondap educatioo. 

OUr information, With mention of ·the number of boys and girls, relates to 
the secondary schools ot thirty•six count.riess All>ania, Algeria, Argentina, 

Belgium, Brazil, Bulgar:J.a, Canada, Chile, Colambia, Czechoslovakia, Daninican 

Republic, Egypt, Finland, France, "Gold Coast, Greece, India, Iraq, Ireland, 

Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, P~, Poland,,. Portugal, 

S:fugapore, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Sy-ria, Turkey, united Kingdom and United 

statoa at .America. 

Countries in which bo:[ P!I>ils outilllmJ'er sU:~ ;wpila by at least 22 ~r cent 

Country 
AlgeJ;"ia . 
Argentina 
Egypt 
Gold Coast 
Greece 
India 
Iraq 
Peru 
Sillgapore 
SJ81n 
Syria 
Turkey 

Proportion of total population l'er 
thousand inhabitants 

Bola 
1.1 
2.6 
3 
0.9 8 . 
6 
4 
3 
6 
o.45 
3 
2 

Girls 

0.5 
1.1 
0.5 
o.1 
4 
2 
o.e 
1 
l 
0.22 
1 
l 

Tile other countries~ although the difference 1a smaller, have fewer g!J>la 

than bqys 1n their · secoo.da.ry schools 1 except Denmark, Finland 1 ~ew Zealand mJ4 
Panama, ~re girl pupils form the majority. 

/TtJ.e total 
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· · :· The total mtio ' of··girls·'to beys :1D. tlle secondary· schools 1s·775··to 11000, 

3· Technical studies . 
·::·::.The azmexed table shows that ·~· :i.e little information about :the technical 

...... . ' .,, , ••••· I, • II , • .,. , •"''' , "•"4J• ; ..- • 

tra~ of girls and boys. The data refer to the f'ollow;l.rlg countries: ' ., 

Ar8ent1na, Australia, Belgium, Bulga:t':ta, Ceylon, Colanbia, Czechoslovakia, 

De,llmark, Dominican ·Republic, Egypt, France, Greec~, India, I;-aq, Italy 1 Japan, 

Lebanan, LuXembourg, Madagascar, Netherlands, ' pe~, ~ortugal, S:pain, Turkey,. 
. t l ' . • • . • 

United Kingdam, United States of Amertca. · - · . · 
~ . . . . . •. . . 

· ··: · it should be ~nt:i.oned that, alth()'l.tSh many __ countries pXoovide ~echnical 

education :for girls, .~ey clasaif'y .aa "techn1c8J." school's botl~ those . which . 

·prepare pupUe for a .tzoaO:e or ~e~ei~ outside the famly 1 and those which 

train only f'or dOmestic and ·househOld OCcUpations. · 
, . , . .. " 

' c.~t,ries in Whi.ch ,technical schoo~e are attended by more ·;lirls .than boys 

-~ .·· 

· Argentina 
Belgium . 
Colombia 
Panama · 
Peru 

!9L!! . 
. ·3.4 
o.4 
0~8 
4 ,.: .. 
0.7 

·. '. · 'Girls · 

~ ? .. 8· 
' 0 .• 6. 
i.l 

.. ·7 
0.7 

Countries where the ratio of &1rls to boys in the technical 
' . sclioois is lowest 

India 
··Iraq ·. ' ·· 
Madagascar . 
.S:pain 
Turkey 

l 
0.3 
0.7 
4 
2 

.. ,. •' 
o.l 
0.09 
0.1 
0.9 
0.5 
'· 

· The total ratio o:f girls to boys :ln the technical schools is 508 td 11000,. 

4. · Univerait;r studies 

The university figures show ma~oulatians ~or the folloWing countries; 

~eria, Australia, Belgium, Brazil;: Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colanb1~, :· . . . 

Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Daninican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Finlend, Fr~;mce, . . . . 

~~~e, Hong KC>n61 India, Iraq, Ja~, Lebanan1 Netherlands, New Zeal~d, N~~ 

Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Singapore, Spain, SWeden, SWitzerland., '1'Urker1 

United Kingdom, 'United States of America • 

.. : The United State's universities, . which 1ri this ta-ble· shaw .seven male to 
five . female stu~ts., did not maintain. tlUs . sex ratio in 1948. OWing to' the 

/ret.utn · of 

'-
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return ot senicemen· to .their atudies1 ~ :find by then 1;712,283 ma!.e to 

f$5,966 female student~)} Whether this last figure or the figu:ce for 1945/46 
ia counted in the general ·l,"atio, the total ratio of' male to female students 

. . . 

shove a considerable change .(494 females to 1,000 males according to the 

figures given in the .. :ta.ble, and 343 females to 1,000 males according to the 

19!ia figures) • 

Leaving out the Un1 ted states, where owing to the Seccmd World War the 

number o:f students is affected by tne variations just mentioned, the . ratio of 

temale to male students is 176 to 1 1000. Se~ing that Canada, France, Finland 

and the United Kingdom have appraximatel.y two male students to ever--j female 

student, this shows what a very small proportion of van.en attend universities 

in most of the countries considered. 

It should be added, hO!Wever, that women university students are on the ·· 

increase and this. increase ia more rapid 1n countries that have oraanized or 

reorganized their educational qetem durin8 the last forty years, whether &a 

the result of a complete change in their political structure or because they 

have acquired national independence. 

A;a>r~~~~~at.~2...~ &irls and boys !it·~!}~ 
e~.w;:;,::~ . ..:.~.er oaJ.;o lis:JllJ.e:n>js of au kinds 

(according toe:':l:z:r;:;_::·~;·s6f7onTn:ch'e""eD:.mea table and account beinB 
taken of the fact that the figures do not all refer to the same year 
and that the war and post-war years have affected the ratio)~ 

Primary schools 
Secande.ry schools 
Technical institutions 

809 girls per 11000 boys 
775 , " . " ...... 

Universities (including the United statev ot 
.Amertea1 

Universities (excluding the United States of 
America) 

506 H If If H 

494 

176 

" 
" 

IC 

, 
... . ., 

" " 
It should be noted that the infoma.tion is hardly comparable :fran country 

to country because prilllary, secondary 1 tecr.IIlical ond h1gl1er education varie$ 

considerably from country to country. Moreover the point here 1n questicm is 

only the proportion at female to male students. 

};/ Source& u.s. Office of Information, Fell Enrol.lment in Higher Educational 
Institutions, 1948. . , 

/c. Limi tatione 
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·' c • . J:imitaticms tpmo~.,ga !<JDG',I gcatic:m ~various COtplt,:t::i~ 

The 1nformatim1 ·gi'l~ in the ·_sta.1atidal tables above, on the quantitative 

aspect' at the inequO.iity. at eduoatioriB.i op;port~ Ues ·ror· vanen, is supplemented 

by irtf~tiOC: on the . ~ope end causes 'df such . ineq~:lty; stlpplled by the 

81iswers' at nm-gavern'mental 'assOciation~· ot women ' ·educ~tors end social worlrers 

to the quewtionna1re that ws sent out . in preparation for the Meeting of Experts, 

Here a aumnaey at the answer~ is . given, li'sted by countries that replied. 

The qu~stiannaire deEil.t mainly ~th · the following two pointa1 

l~ Where 1n fact · is· there eG.uo·atiooSJ. ixlequali ty between men and women (schools 1 
attendance 

1 
'cUrricUlum) t . . . . . . . 

2. · To what causes can such inequality be attributed! 
' 

senttmt 

1. · . Teclmical schools, otter then those tra1n1rlg :f"o.r wat.n&n' s occupations and 

fetdly duti&.!3, are not attended by WtDell. . ··. 

In the universities, few women attend ·the · facUltieS: of. law, me'd:icine and 

sciences. 

2. The taray admission of women to parti~ipation in the pol~tical life of the 

:cotmtry (1947)' ana the force of tradition, which outside _the'' home left but a 

' saaU' nu!nher of FOfesaiona open to women .(education, business, ·art), are 
~ . . ' .. . ' . 

~===: responsible: .for: these conditions •. 

·ftstplia .. 
(; t • • 

1. The only !'Oint· on which there is lesal 1nequa.Uty is the disability of 

·•married WOlllen to engage in t~ teachjng profession~ 

)!!l§ium 

. .1.~ In, t~c~cal . eQ.ucatim, · cert~in swcial schools do . not admit · girls, and 

~ ~c.hnicaJ. . s.chools haye .. different curricula for boys and girls. 

2. Fami.ly lite con~1nues t.o · ~ · ~ ma1p w.eoccupat19ll 9f the l3elgian woman. 
The custom of employing men in. preference to women is firmly ep~bliahed and 

~luencea the studies pursued by wanen. The overpopllation of the country 

and the threat of unemployment contribute to the maintenance of this custom. 

i!!Zil 

1. The number of women attending universities is limited.. 

/2. The situatiOA 



2. 'the· s1"bat1<*1 1J.' $0CcM1'ted.tfk bT -~ ~ tJt ~ ~a, wbf.oll. 
~entrate the act:irtt1es ot tbe 1~ WCIII8n cal the hc:ae. 

:asm: 
1. ~er tubertv', g1rls are Jiot a&D;ttted to the JIDl88'tic oohools .in -'• : 

developed reg1ana, and thet-e are ·no other.· sohools available.· 1'~ ~:-­
boardi.ns :('acillties for SiJ"ls. 
2. Bel1g1ous ~atoms, cap.pl.ete econauic diaorganizat1an due :to the ~ 

the clesire to en~ that' boy~' needs are met :first, . since they w.:tll :~ ~· .... ; 
upon to contribute to the suppc):rt of the f'amily, are responsible ·for these 

unfavourable conditions of wanen' s education in :Burma. 

Canada 

l. Catholic theological schools and colleges, end professional mm'* 
in Ontario are closed to wanen. 
2. The traditions of the Catholic Church Dndlegislation excltuUtlg ·ri•• 

fran work 1n the mines are the causes at these two reatr1ct1cms. The .soOid 
• ... l 

custol:ns ot the Provinee of .Quebec sive pricle ot plac.e to wa:Den•s acti.V#,Uea 

1n th8 home, Yhich aoc_ounts tor the ta~ tilat :tri this province waDeD '~ 
themselves J-ess at edUcat1cmal tao1,l1ties ·than they do elsewhcu.;.e• 

cezlan 

1. In oertam communities, tev airls ~~to school and they leave- at 

at thirteen. Girls do not take advantage of adult education ( e'V'~ 
2. · .OVerpcipulation and poVerty reSUlt ~ t~ ·education oi bo3s • • ~: 
v.tU have to stJpporl; a :f'am:tl;y • ~illg regarded ~a :more ~t · th8ii · . ..­

the girls. OWins to the Moslem and ru.nau eustam of earlY marr:tagei -~ 

atter .dusk, p:ri,vents them :fr(m a~end~ng even1J'lg classes. 

~he bUdse1; :f'or ~·~~ educa:tion is ~ $Dilll ~ ac~amts :tQr 
.~· ~ . waoher~ and .the ccmplete ~:· of ~·· t~dllt1es f'~ 

' v .. ~ ' :. • ~. • _. . • ' . . . - • • . • . 

~ districts. 

wae 
l • . Te<slJnical schools :tha~ a41111t g:tris ·give instruction ~ 1n are....., 
lautldertng; ~Eisirls 1 ·:.c1S'e.w1il6 end · ~~eiteep:tns. 

/2. 
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2. ·~ cust<lm ·resu.lta 1n a marked prefere."lce bei:rlg given .to preparation ~or 

domestic occupations. 

Colanbia 
... ~ 

l. · Girls leave secondary schools earlier then 'bt.')ys • . The ~umber of' state 

S~hboiu f0r girls: is amall, particularly in tec}-Jllical _edl.'l.Catio.n. 

2. The prevailing prejudice that in employment men e.r.e aupe:t!ior. to . w~en means 
,.. '.. . ' . ' ' 

: that · the latter· are 'given only unimportant jobs tlmt require no ~ir.dng • 
. ~ . ..; . .'. - ' . ·. ,.· ,· . . ... . . . . .. . . . . 

Tradition· restricts ·t l1e activities of· girls end wozaen .to tJ1e hamEl. , 
·-~ ·' ; ·:. 

Cuba ·, -
1. The curricula of technical colleges fol" women are restricted. to 'inrc~truction 

for professions that are followod. only by wcmten; other techr.dcal scl~ooJ.,:J are 

atte~~de<t . bt. onl.y a small •number of ~omen. . . 

. Denmark 
• I 
; ,. 'J 

1. ·. ·· No. sohoo~ : in Denmark is elose.d to :wanen • 
... 2~ ; ··The' Slllall n'lmlber o1" fem~le stud.ents :1~ ac~~unted f~~: by. t l1e :Practical 

diff'icuJ.ti·es:. enc.ountered 'bJ"zne.rriea. f~.l~ ;Jtu~~n~s and.' the tend.enc~ ·of pa;rents 
• • ' ' .. . . . '·t j 

to give priority to ·the! ~;tverai,ty .education of .their sons. .. . . . .. . . . . . 

Ecuador 

" · 1~ GirlS ·nave only l .+IJP.ted owo~ii.ies for technical .tra:1ni ng. 

· :2. T~.Qd.t1dn 1- whicl:l ·.in :numerpu.s Fo:!es~i~ns doe~ · not fav~~ ~n1 'fs 

· ··re8l>ons1ble for the- ~11 munber ,;r, '{Plll~~ - a't(ten~ ~iversiti·e~· .' :uritil 
: _ •· . >. , • : ' 1 , ,\ . •• -•• · ,- ,·, -·: . • r .ll , 

·recently lilan':ted women were .not. all~d .. to ,. O.e teacl1.ers. _ 
. . ; . . 

. ,,l · . ', • 

. ' Etg~t . .. : 
J' : , 

. .• . . ~ :. , i 

l. Milita:cy schools1 tlle MOhamnedan University 1'Al Azhar' and' other religious , . . .. ·' .. ' ~ · .. : . . _:. . -. \ . . : -. .' ' ·". . - ~- .... - . 

~lleges · d.Q not a<bni t . women. · · · · · : ·· · · · 
~ • • . ~ -' • • t • .. ·:- ' • .. 

-, The n~be:X. .of . g'irl~ a.tt~nding s~h~i.s i ~: ~:iier than' 'that ot boys ; girls 
• ... • • • :' • ~ •• ~ :. • • • : ; !_ ; · : ~' ; • • • • 

attend.. fer shorter periodsj their attendance is less strictly supervised. 

2. Tl~adi tio11.1 which f or a lOilti time kept girls and. ~xi Ei:t' home,'' and early 

marriages are in :pax-t res}JOUsible for tbe bacltW.rdness of women's ~ducation. 
-\ ... 

· · The general iste,nda»d ~· li V·in'S 1 ~-: low, . .and fe,e~ _for seoond.ar'J schools or 

universities cannot ' be ,met..- · I~! ~re is· .!;lt~Y lJ19PeY 'l;iha:t. migl;J.t be e:q)ended on a. 
. ' , ' .. . '· . ~ . i . . . ! 

daughte~·, it is set aside for her dowry. · · 

/School equipment 



School equi~ 1s st1ll 1na&Jquatej 1n Pl1"1cular 1n girls' ~~ 

F:Jnland 

The <mlJr l.1ml.tat1on 1iD.poaed an women• s education is 1n the M1n1118 :~ 

to Which they are at aamitte4, as attendanoe at . the sohool :tnvolve•f ~ 
underground, prohibited 'for wauen b7 lav. 

France 

1. Catholic theological colleges and faculties~ military academies, end 

and m1n1ng engineering echoo1s are cJ.o·sea to wa:uen. 
Certain professiona.;L schools· that 1n tbeor7 are open 't;o wanen are. ·~ 

by on4 very tewz agri~tura1 ~%1n8, veterinar7 and indu.st~al ~-
2. other l1mitations, af'f'ect-ing abOve eJ.l ].Xt'Ofessional education,.-~ 

~bl10 ·op1n1an1 end to the dif'tioulties 1J1Wolvecl1n ~rcising a pnJf8Sf4<1t.f;l 

· at the s8lle time keePizlg house, 1n a country where amenities in the .h4'llll(t 

. moh to be desired and the principle ot_ \~aDell vork1ng balf•t:lme has ~t :7ft 
admitted. 

G£eeC~ · 

1; Fewer girls than bo7s attend sc~ the tcmner t":lniah the~ sctrooJII 
e~11er. 

2~. . TraditiCil8lly the education at boys is ~· as more 1m~._, 

part they "'ill be called up to play in civic and ecOll<'Sllio life is '·cm.~llll 

~}ier1or to ·· that ot women. 
The · clire poverty found :1il rui'al. diatriota accounts tor tbe fact ~­

have' :frequently to ·help their mothers in the h~ or 1il the f1el4s-; OE".~.a 

at an ear]¥ age to. work as domestic ae:rtvtnts :1n the towns. 
) . ' 

Demege 08Used b7 the war •s considera~ worsened the con& ticca ~ 

.. _ 11tl:ich girls' schools have to work. 

Bs!!jl!!b! 

· i~-: ,·~ti~ no J.im1~tians ' are -6$d.On the . • Catial f4 Wlllt~ 
2. . The Pl"'Sl'ess .. of' 1ftCellts .&cation has been slow, fc# by tra4it1Qt 
1a ·_the -~';s sphere. . 

llPiS'l 
Re .15:! and de facto, edUcational o~ties tor ·men· imd ...u: 

I 
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India · •' .'L} (, ,, i> • '-~, ··. 

1. Girls leave school earlier than boys - either a law making school . 

. attendano~ c~spry Q.oe~ not. yet exist, or it Q.oes _not aP,ply' equally to 

the t'W'9. -~~es~ ·or, :if schoo~ att~~ce i~ campUlsoz~·:, the. la~ i s.· ~ot strictly 

enforced as far as girls are conce~e<J .• 

Science and mathematics do. ~ot figure on the c~icuia: of ~ir1s. 1 schools. 

2. Purdah imposes the seclusion of the daughters of orthodox Musl*'tif:f~ies. 

The -cu;3totnary early ~~~ brings school: -attendance by girls to .a cl9se. 
' . ' .. . ', ;,. -

There is a :prejudice against girls taking u:p. work • ... : ._ .. · "' 

Parents see to the ~ducation of their . sons1 who will ha.ve to support a 

family lat.er on, and set a-siQ.e for the dO'Wl"Y any money that i s avoilable :f"or the . . 
· da~hters • 

. F~ly resoure,e.s are -g~m,e~lly _ iilsu.ffio,i ent . to . enS\.\J:'e _the . edUCjl._tion of the 

Q.aughters f.lnd .. at the . same time to provide for all the ; other members . for whom 

. the. head of the . family ts ;resp0nsible - young children, old I!l6n end Widows • . , 
Means at present available in _lndia :preclude the speedy establi~hment ar1d 

equipment of schools necessary tor ensuring the Widespread education of 

women. 

1ra51 
•·, 

1. -· . Gchool attend!mce is not com:puJ.sonr and. as .Yet. the number of airls. a oina 
~ - p ·- • • ·- .; • ·- -

. to school is very em~. 

The curricula of bcys' and girls' · schools ~ differ greatly. ; In the latter 1 

'·· · , at;r-esa is laid above all on doi!lflstic training. 

• 2·. · . 'I'h~ custom of ~ecludil;lg the .~am~n still obtains _or .at rms_. rate influences 

manners and ed\lca-tion • • 

'~'- ; , ~ · the family the need f'of gir~Ls'. s¥hool~ is. not f~lt. 

;tceland 
; ,. 

1~ The only inequality noted is that the nwnber of young men pursw..~ ~ academic 

studies -exceeds that of young women • 
... ··:· • • • •· • •• • • ,. • .,1 

% .:2 • .. ·The. .cause of this. difference is t.o. be. fotm.d .in the grQater ,facility with 
'. ... .. ...... ·• . :~ . ... .' . ~- . _, - . .. -~ \'; -.. ' . . 
which young men are able to find work in the s1.llmller which Wi1.l,l :pay fpr their " ,\ ... ··: '.···· . 

atudie s during the Winter • 

. ~-~- "!': ~· ' ,· r,•,'l;}': :~:,,~;'. -.: P- ?1- _,. ~( < -). 
.. '·,., .... 

""-:· • -~i 3. ~·\!. ,;·- 'I,, 



/ 

Da:ll . ·, 
1. The number at boys attending school. is greater ·~ that at sirls. 

~ f'ew vocati~ schools far girls-. 

2. . The ·tat:J.n ~ticXi 1s stUl strong, .:the man ia.::the heacl at. . the ~Jr.: 

and has to support it • the 11a118n1 s :f"oremoat Quty is to keep house. 
I 

Due to cwerpopalat1cm and disturbed eCCilOlllic cCildi tiona, men are l1~ 

be unemployed .end the ~nt at wcmen, even tt they are praf'essiona.J.l.y'_ 

~d, isnote~~~. 

~ 

1. Vocat1oilal schools tor girls are few ·in number and · prov14e instru.ctian 

only tor s:pecif'icall.Jr fem1njne occupat1Cils. ~he number at wanen entering 

universities is very small and is restricted to those who have atta.ined the 

requisite level of knowledge. · 
2 • . - The ~eglect .C!f ·~n's eau~tion is elite to the old tradition ot 

. ! . . . ' . ' . 

aac?:ificine a 'WCIJUm's. lite in the interests of the fami~, to present ~q:, 

difficulties .and to . destr.uction oaused by the war. 

TI;a4e schools are reserved tor boys; girls' tecbnical schools tra:1ll 
mu-ses end ~sekee'Ilera. · 

Netherlands -
1.. There are two legal restricticms: women are not aamitted to the tax 
inspectors 1 school and the degree of' mining ellgbleer mq DOt 'be cca.f8l"NN'·-;~.­

A small number at wometl attend··the universitie&. 

2. The Wluence ·ot family trad!tic!xna, the denai'ty of the popl].atiQJl azl4 
fact that certain careers ere cl.Osed ·to ·mtil'!l"ied :waDell ac001mt for the gEfllid\tiL.;,~'-:~ . .. . .. ~,.;.. 

conditions of' waaen' 8 eeucatioo in· the Netherlands. . .. 

lin: Zealand 

There are no restrictions or eO.uoat1<ilal oppo~ty for wc:aBn. 
Dif'f8l'ellce 1n interests is ·the cmJ.y f'aoto;r.o detel"l111ning the . ChOice 

protess10na! ·ttoainine. 

heB. 
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flOX:W!)Y 

~-;;_ ·• .:( 

:•. · ·. . .. ,, · 'I .. 

·The only distiriction ;·is: tha:t-"the ~~·tal:>le :for 'girl.s i a aQa.pted to _pr~ide 

for needlework and housekeeping (compulsory :.aub.)ects for .girls, optional · for .. 

boyd)~ the -t~ ~:trig aubtractea rr6m~ that :~normally devoted ·to .: sane otheJ;: 

subject, this' ~lbject beinS a :difforel.it:··cne each year • 
.; t 

~ '.. ·.; ·~. ' .. : ;. . ~. . !: 1 i 

Sweden _. 
- ... ·.! -; ~ ~ ' t'· ':' 

. : . . . 
1. The ooly edt,.cational establi~hments not O!'E'n to .VOUJ.~n S.Ji'e ~,],1 tary 

e.cadem:!.es. 

2. Although the Government encourages women to work in industry end encourages 
': . . . ·; . ~- - ... . . . . . ' . 

em:ployers to · engage them; tJ.1e treditienal ·tendency of' empleying men uti;J.1 

persists~ : · 
:; 

S'Witzerland 

1. S'tr.ltz·erlaiid :plo.ces no r.ec~c·~1one QJl t~e .E)ducation of girls, but end~avours 
' . . ,. . ) 

to -provide· thei!l "'dt4 !'1- s:pecia.J,; t ypa ()? ~-'1\~cation, . the ]?rinc·i:pal aim of which is 

the maintenan~e of family 1:!}'~·· :~ne ~~--;ifil time:ta:bles for girls :tnclude· such 

subjects as practical hou;;:;ekeepillg; the t~llie set a side for science is restricted, 

Courses for youTIG women having left school also aim at developing domestic ·: :-

science. · 

2. The status of citizen being enjoyed. orJ.y by men, . 'WOl118Il1 s lack of ·interest 

in :rn~'Qli n li!'~ ~" the b.:tgh ~";~~.e:-! ~ l!"."i::g ~! t4Q 1 i?t4i;o .:popi.ila.t:i.v.ll a.:,;·o i't~.ci..ox-a 

that. restr~ct . the p;t.<ofessiona.l education of women for a specific task. 
. . ' '1 1 ' ' ' , • ., I 

. ,• • • ~ . I • ' , 

''· 

. ·' . ~ • .. / .-, .. Tm;iAez 
~ ., . · ~I 1,: 'l ' " 1 , _; ~ :· •' • 

1. Girls leave schools at an early' age • . Girls' vocationai ,schools dispen~ 

traixillu3 fot sti>ictly· feni.1rj,ne 7 occui>ation'IJ:•- . dressmaking; fine -seWing, dres..s.~ 
) ; , ' . . .. ' ; . . : , . ·. ~ . . ~ I . . .. ·. ... : : . ~ . . . ' . • 

d.esigning1 l'ia:trcll:•essing, .. chiltt · rearlpg ·and. housekeeping • . :, 

2. Relision and the cust'om of- '·er::l~iy mari:~e · account f -or· these condi Uons.:. 

Furthe:rmoi't... 1 YOUllG girls help their mothers in the home or 1 by soizlg to work! 

:make a contr,.p;u1;1,on ~o __ thf) ~amily budget. _ . 
. ·' .. '... ...... ' •.; .; . . _: .,..,,'-_.:: .... - \ . ·.· _:, ., .:~-~ , .. .. ~- - - ~ .-{ .. 

United Kin¢~ .: ',' t l•. ..... .., .. • 

l. Only military c,ollegeo do not admit wamenj a quota of ·women 'doctors 'are 

admi:Jsible to the hospital schools in London. 

Education 1n ' ecience is frequently less highly developed in girls' schools 

than in boys' schools. /2. What remains 
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Hhat :r.e:mains of tho traditional hostility to women' a ·education is 
. ' 

gra.dual.::.'_y '1:!.~J:).r~:PeeJ;"ing. 

United f-)·ce';.: o L1f 11me1·ica 
........... ,;,: "4 -=-r.::·~o.·l'; ... ,..; 

1. Sollie p~:-:l.vata : academic institutions (such as Princeton University) aro 
- ... ·.-!' ' 

exclusively reserved fo1· men. ·. 

The admission quotas to medical e~tions arc unfavourable to l-romen. 

Establisbments; ;f'or instruction in domestic econorey- (secondary_ and hig."'ler de8l"ae) 

al'e reserved for girls. 

In general, women give up theil· academic studies sooner than men. 

2 • . · Social tradition . and . eco+1omic factors limit the :participation of women in 

higher education. Parents ts"17e p:t'ior1ty to thf; education of their sons. 

Parents and daughters - h~sito.te before deciding in favoUr of continued study, 

for marriage r err.ains the girl's principal interest and, with thehigb standard 

of li-ving, the house can pe kept on only the husband's salary. 

From these indications the following conclusions can be drawn as to the 

extent of de f~cto inequality ~tween male and female education •. , 
~--~- ,., : . . ' . 

1. ~~ oi~J:E.~ · . 
(~) A · c.ertain. hu.IDber of schools re~in officially closed to women: 

schools pro::parin3 for a career in the armed forces on land, on the sea or 

in the airj police schools (exce~t in so far as training is given for 

-vromen' s :posts presenting a purely administrative or social character} 

theological colleges and institutes (except faculties of Protestant 

theology); schools and institutes preparing for the. profession of 

ma~strate or notary in certain countries that have not yet granted women 

their full civil, Juridical and political -rights. 

(~) ThoU6h legally .open to girls, since no restriction has ever been 
. . . 

officially pronounced, certain schools ~e attended by girls only as an 

exce;vtion, o'iri.ng' to the persistence of tradition: schools pt>~paring far a 

~areer 1n the mines, or for active emPl-oYment in transport by sea, road or 

rail, .. or j,n forest administration etc. 

(£) Teclmical schools OIJen to women or ~eseried for women are not 

numerous; in general they prepS+u girls for occupati~ that are regarded 
~ . . .• . . ' 

as being particularly suitab_le to the femi.riine ~temperament • 

. ·' /2. General 
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2. ~2!:~--~;;.~~~~!e.~.!E! . ~~. . ·.. . . ' :: ·. : " . . ~ . ' 
ThougL J' h: .-,:~s dis:pensi."1g a general education at the Fi~y ·and secondary . 

levels are o:'?::r ·l o girl s in ~arly all the countries that ha-y-e been c onsidered, it 

must be poir.toil out tr.a.t, in co\mtries where co-education is not the r'l.<le ; the 
curricula Ai,d. t; ~_rJ.e:P'tr,.':::; . : .fl S e.r;J not P ... ~:wB;fa .: the Satl:le for boys and girlao 

Tho f ollo-y•i :ng po ~t.n-Gs a.ro to b·J noted: 

{a) · Res-t.ri(:ted science c·urriculum for ·girls. -
'· (£) Add:i:ti onal subjects fo1· · girlo: · · neecllework, · housekeeping, child-i·ew:j_pg. 

3· . 

(,2) A r educed nu;·u.ber of hours :for S(~ience classes 1 the· tiiile saved being 

allot.t ed to subjects that are asa1uned to ·bG specifically :feminine. 

Exrur -:.~i;;.t i. ons .. 
.............. .:.:.,·:, ~- ~-0' ... '!.. .. _ 

In Ct:Y:;,,nt rleS wher e eil·ia ·!;I r e giVel1. quito. a differ ent educati on fr-om b'oys I 

dii'i'qrent e :,carainati ollS are· se~;; th<3 exb.mil'lations :for girls be ing g{nel·fdly ·of' 

BIDf<ller sco::te.. Y.et oveii in· c ou.nt r. iel::l th~t htw~ adopt ed. the J#ilic i ple of 

educat-iorKtl e q,;;_e.] ;i~T J it sometime£' At:t~1. hhppens t hat cancli'dat ea are marked 

d11'fore:ntly aocor d:ing_ to : whe~_her t hey are b oys or girls . 

. . 

su~i1 d.:.tff'v:r e~lcea f ~owever, are di&.:~.yl~ering • there _i s a strong tendency t:o 

combine exam.l.r.~.<::.ti ons i 'or boys and gu·ls , and to a ssess caud.idate s from the s ol e,._,: 

point of. view pf i nt ellc.ctUE.t.l merit • . , ' . ... , ... 

4. School a.t i:;endF.:;l.:;e 
F;;;;==== --------. 

It i s aiP.al~.el' in t lle C~l.so. of girls aE:~ they drop their educati-on eerliE?~ and 

interru;pt. thuir educa:ti_on.mor·e> frequ(3ntly. 

D. ·Stu& £! ... opstaclos to ~qualitl o:f ed1,1ca~ional 
o~ort.uni~ for w~ . . .. ~ . ....................... _ .. . 

Be! ore putting to use the ·. :variety· a·f ·· irli'nrmation here ·outlinefr-, the · COlllllli ttee 

of Experts con"'enecl by UNESCO had one prelifuinary observation ·to nw.}:e : ff: W::llllen 

do not possoes the same edticationa+. facilities as ~n, it j;s : not tor ecy 

psychologiCal or . ;pe'dagogic ·J.·ea!son that could justify the existing qua'litative and 

quantitat1Ye diffel~nce bet'l·ie'en ·the op;pertunitiea· .of fer ed t o· boys ana. to girls . 

Tlle only established diffel~ences' ·in i n·teilectl.lai' aptitudes are difi'el .. ehces 

between individuals arid. "not di:flfe:renc-es as 1~et\reen the ·sex6s. ·, , 

The i'a~t6ra· that haVe delayed · ot' :P:ev ~i.ited the, ed'ucat·ional ·ao:vrincement of 

women, aJ,read¥ rderred· to in the ·r ep,lies· to the·; quest:ionnaire .. '·:Preceiiint{ the . 

/meeting 
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:meeting of experts 1 ~ere methodica.J.ly liste~ 1 after d.iecussi on 1 +n the .final report 

of the Committee 1 whose :main copclusiona are here recqpitula.ted. 
- ,_,.. r. I •" .... • • •t:~ . ..,.., ,.. 

1. Social factors 

:Persistence of ·the traditionB.l view .of the. res~·ctive social role-s of man -~.2: 
woman. 

This view has ass;l.@led t~_ men a sphere of activity . outside .tlle family circle 1 

while attributing to ,women . the whole re~ponsibility for the home .. 

In spite .of substantial changes .in living conditions, which far the most part 

~o longer call for exclusive care ot ~e ,ho.me 1 ~he constant protecti.on of child,ren 

against physical dangers or the production of all consumption goods inside the · 

h0IIle 1 it is .stlll held that _ed,w;ati.on shoul,.d ene.ble a. boy to :perfOI,'Ill his part as 

.~itizen and IU"Oductive me.mber of socieq 1 while giving girls only &uc.h knowledge 

(loS is. necessary for the materi~l .~moral management of the family. 
' Far many centuries this €Ssent!al know~odge was taught practically by the 

~other to her daughters. The need for developing a '\oroman's intellectual gifts 

appeared, with very few exceptions, ml.lCl' later, and in no society has it preva1le4 

altogether over the original conception of female educ~tion. . . . 

Eersistence • ..£'1' the idea that marria.se 1 as the JCfimarllP£~t;Je of a woman's life, 
r@js §rJduCati?n to an end. 

A women's education is SUJ?posed to end, with marriage and motherhood. Both 

impose upon her defini~ d.u~ies and in most ca~es interrupt all intellectUal 

study~ Since marriage usually. occurs between t~ ages of 14 and 25, according to 

the country or community, it marks the. end of a girl's schooling. For boys, on 

the other hand, it carries the obligation of mere intensive professional ~a~ 
. ' . ., 

tor the responsibilities of maintaining a family. 

pel:i.e:f that continu~d int~llectual develoent, ~.s an obstacle to the natura! §,oal 
of marriage. · · · · · .. 

In a modern SOCiety 1 in WhiCh WOIIJen . aro Offered com:Parativel.Y lal"ge OdUcation.a1 

JlOSsibilities, parents do not we.nt their daughters to continue then-" studies beyopd 

the elementary Stage I lest a girl t S interest in these StUdieS and the·, QonoQnUatitm 

they · call for should distre.ct her attention :from her main purpose 1 which · is 

marriage • . J1:rq attempt to attain a degree of knowledge which does . not exclusivel.1 

serve the needs of the home is considered a dangerous idiosyncrasy~ It ihv!tea 

ridicule and censure, arouses suspicion and mey' ruin a young g1rl1 a· normal hope of 

toul4d.ing a. family. 

/J:n this way 



·· li1 tb.1s vat tradition te%lds to riilliit ~gir-ls•· ·education. ~-- · · · · 

b£sM;tgnx_e of habits ·of life based upop t~ iiiea ·of j,!'Otectins -wome~. 

{!) The idea of the ~sical wea.lmess of ~wamen is still at the. rqot Qf oer:ta1zl . 

f-.~t~~ upon. e9,u.aJ.iW. ~· ~ducationaJ. opportunitie~ _tor the ~o ~e~s." . St\1~ 
u · th~~t tc) be more ·- tir~~· ·f~ "Siri~ ~ i~" l,'~is, ~·it is oonsi~ed "that ' 

:.5.i. 

-..f~ should haVe a UEtliter aillabua. · Hence, of ·course, a d.itficUlty: ·in · 

obta2n1ng e.cceae to higher· studies ccmmon to men ·and women. ~his is a trobJ.am ' 
. . , .. 

. ·~=With: access to ' the protessionSi Where the ·aa.me:·ergwoonts are often used. 

(lt .. Another result ot this notion Of temin1tie frailty is 'that which; · in· an a8e 

~: pb.fsical safety. in peace time is practically assured; fosters . the fear of 

&Uowtns Qirls to attend sChools situated· far awey' trom ·thefr homes. -
. . 

(!l · ln -smqe parts of-the. worl<i, it is etill 'tbe cuatom to secllide ·girls and·,; oven 

Were these habits have ofticia.l.l.y diaappeared, tradition in Eastern countries has 
ta.Ued to keep pace with ohimgea 1n tho law. -· · · · -' -·: ·' · ·. · 

Tbe~e corwe}Yt;ions 'of the per'scne.l1v am role · ot 'women exPlain 'the partial 03." 

:t~ res1sta.noe to ·etforta made to-enable ev(7rydne without · distinction of sex·- to 

develop their potential e;ifis by education. The results of th±s resistance -bavo 

~~· . . . ' . ' . -· " ' ... . . " .. - . .. . . ..... . ' . . .. . - .... ·. ' '· . . 

(i) Legislation bas been ma~ concerned wfth ·the edUCat-ion or · boyaj 

'' .. (:t.1)' !rhe ' establishment of girls' schools htls ' lagged behind; 

i'iiij 'inere :La lass ciose ~upervision aver -girls' attendance at school; 
(lv) : Schools and syllabuses are directed.' t .owards dif~eront ' aima; 

(v) Resistance. by. the legislat~ and by public opiniori to the ab~domnent 
. of' these· ·tl"aditional and e.l.lnoat Uiuveraal. views of .th6· social role of · 

man and woman, even wh6n. such views ' have no longer any foilndat:lo~ in 
. .. ' ' .. 

.. . c·ontempora.J.7· s'aeiAi facts; " . ' 

~ (vi) . AccepWnce .of these views by mo'st .w~n1 - a.n acceptance which prevents 
. . . . .. . . . '\ . .. - . . .. ~ . . . . . . . .. 

. . · .them f.rom making the most of the educational facilitie:s now offered ,them.-
... , II ,' ., , f • ,, , , ,"• ,I o I; , , ·, .' • , 

. All . these social , cC?DCeptj.ons and pr.aotices ~e factors from which it .is 
" .. . ,'•. •. . . . . . - ... ' . . ·' . . . ' . 

exoeed1pg4 difficult to eSOOlJe and which. weigll .upon both sexes even when the laws 
• • • • ' • ' . . •• • . • ~ • ; . l 

.have SI:'Wed women civil equality 1. the vot~ . and thearetioa.Uy equal _e<,lucationa.l .. . ~ . : ' .. -.... ~ . . . '. - ·' .- . ' -. . . . ~ . . . ' . 

cpp~t~ties, . . 
2 .. Jo,eeemto ~act~.a. ' ... :,· . , ~ . 

If economic conditions in the different countries have hel~~ to reatriq_t _ 

~ eduoe.tional opportunities of women1 it is because they are strongl,y inf'luence4 
· . . /by the social 



b7 the soc1al fa.ctar.s menti~d abOYe. 
' " . • • : • ',. I • . . • • . . • 

~1~ cons1doi'G:t;1QD8 l.e&d families to 8\\bordiaMe the education ot _..., 
to ~ x-~as· · .. ·< · 

(!) . A 7QUDS aiz.J: ot .. ~ 8at '·is used to hel.;p 01: :replaoe her mctW ;. 

(R,) Girls' scha«l:1n8 1s -~~ suspended ·without reSArcl ~~ -~::~. 
1nt.Qllect1ZJ. gitts .. t~ ·the ~ at tbe &d.\IC&t1on amd profeaaiQDIJ. ~-~ 
ot boys.; 

{!) A ~ Sir~ 1a taken &tftq tram school aild l"l't into shop ·~ tactqzz 

,where her .wa.ses helP in ~iallze(l cOuntries to swell tbe fam1J3 -~ . 
. @) Girls hel.p in ~d.\lC1DS o~· goods 1n nor.~iildustz'i&Uaed .c~fid·l· 

(s_) ~- ff.llldl3 rea.os a.au.w.e t~ ~161 =e used ~o buUd up,.~~ ~-j 
or tl:'ousae•u instead ot ·tar o~tJ.~ M,J>9ftes~ 
The economic ocmdi:t~ions of t..ial. o~~ U ~- are bad, also ·l"eaot 

....... 'b:l¥ \aiDn female ed~Ueai . .·. 

C!) Governments 1nfl.uenoe4 ., tniit1~ toJ4 to see 1n WCWJell's ed\IOat;~~~;~ 

(especial.ly pl"ofessi~ tre.1nin6) an unprofitable inVestment, s1tloe a 
vho is trailled tcir a prof'eseion nearly al.Weye loaves it em sett~ ,....,... 

01,) Empl.o~ers1 wbj prefer mal:e labour. because it is -suppoeed .ta .. ~ 
cstable 8n4 re~ tba.n f'e-.J.e labour 1 do not GiVe to qua11t1.ed ~--
posts to wbic:b. they ~ entitled a.nd. th1.la ~scourase wQDJen' s. embitioa 

. . ' . . - ' . 

ente~ the protess1~ and thoU' tz:'aining tar tllem; 

. ~) P\lbl.ic opil:l1Qn 1n thic~·populated countrie-s, where Job• are lte~ 
. . . . . . . 

oampeted tor, . :resents t~ c_.t~t1.cm of qualified w0111en and1 e. .:1!fP1 
new ,devel.opnent in »roteae101lal. female education. 

' 
;bus, . ~ctl: the same r~OD.S, both famUiea Cld GovertiJDellta ue F'~2Jt. . . . ' . . . . 

c~4 to a,relop in bo1a all tliose q;u.e.\1ties. which will allow thea ~o 

~ eeont111:1o e=io:bmont ·at the fami}T 8114 the oountr7, · Tlle7 tU"st iJapr~ 

o~'G1ona . Qf ').lQTa' edueation cad er~ slav to .. e&'tablJ,.~ the same u~'N~ 

llr~· 

3· ~ · ··!2 the . CEfAI\l&'i~oe 9t £ER·iitp . · -~ ~ ~- -- - - ~-- -- ------~ ---

Wl:lUe lous ... standing tradi1;1on, ··ana. economic· taot~s vorld.;ls ooncJa?:'ent.v, 
. . 

-., rQe.Qt upon the conditions soveJ"1Wls WC~~~eD's ac;ceas to ed~tiQP. ~--
• •• <,__ ,... . • I. • . - .. ~ 

tr ··:pq1'?4 at ~oho.~, :it 18 .$o · ~ that tl2e OJ"smif4ti~ ot ,... 
~~h.rin. ~rc~~ea: ~- v~ · is ·reapouible, ~_titute• .,_., .,~~1 
~fPJl.:,poe;i:e-. ·0: ~t. ·w~. · .:,· ..... , 

/(!) 
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(!) MtlteriBl. obstao!es :·: .. . 
~ domestic work of wcaen bas tp provide all w;; · i•B.mu.y. with the .ne9_essary 

~tiona . of feedins; lbiaing :~. oloth1ng1 and all this 1 .as a ru+e, takes a lot 

or~--: : In econOmically 'less d.erelope~ soc·ietie~~ it is the wo:manta industry 

~ creates these conditions a.nd, h,owever elementary they may be., · they do not . 

~e ,~:lme over for other occupations, eaJlecia.lly for cUltivation of the mind • 

.. . · In mere developed societies; the reqwrements of civilization have created 

floe~ ne~ds : as production ot· con.sumer·g~ode outside the · :ra.m:i~ has rel.6ased women 

fr(D some of tiwu- 'du'tiies. .!.rbese have b~en rePlaced by fresh burdens. · 

lrhe i~ : ot rationaJ.i;z!ng ·.Aomestio ~ork is of very recent date. and.. bas cmJ.y 

P:osressed to the extent ·that IJB.1d .work for WOlllen outside the home is P,ermitted. 
. ' . 

This ration8.J.izat16n itself· encounters resistance, even frOlll women, who still 

Olins to their unique housekeePina fUnction. 

9os~ _la.bour..:saving devices re}Jlain avallable tor the well•to-do, and . ~ most 

c.ouptr1ea no serious 'effort has been made to organize do:awstic wo:r.k on a communal 
' . . ~ . 

\laaia.· 

. (!!) Obstacles due· to lack of. collective socia.J. ·services 

Accidfintal complications in family life may CCliil.pel Worzien to llleet new .. . ' . ' 

emergencies J cat"e of th~ sick and of aged pu-ents prevents them from pe~f'or.IDins 

o1iber duties. 
. I . . ~ ~hie ·is· rightly. reaa.tded as one of the xna1n reasons for abaentee~am among 

w*n-lzi aU ·oecu:pa.tiorie. · They have to. aa.oritice their pro:feasional duty to fami~ 
. ·.. . . . ~ . 

~ptions • . , These almoet unpredictab+e . obligations also ~Uilderlie the 

· ~te'Jie~t\U\l ajlatby ot womep in e.U mtters that · do not affect the family circle, 
•/ . . . . 

~$ S.IJG.tby ,· like' professional' absenteeism, haa its roots in t® lack -of co.llective 

.,oeiaJ. services aoo :in the survival of the vieW bf the fam.i)J as a. · hpmo~OUS 
.~ ~.sutt:icient soc1ei.l unit. 

(S,) ·rszch~Jto~ical ·Mel soci
1
al.p obet¥,lea 

. ..W'ithout question, ove.r1 SOCiety rests Upon the WOr~ of the hOUS.f;}W~fe 1 and no 

·e-ticmal syetem'ean contem~ta either e.ny··change ~the na'liu.ra.l. ~wa. ~d 
~~n'W7 biologiQal funv"Wons of t4e ae~~ or t~· destruction of the. natural 
i~·· tabric.· · ·, · , . ·· · · ·.·: 

. Bevertheiess~ ·tlio ·nev copce.ptio~-<of ·tli~ r 'oie .. ct women are' 'bec'ominS more and 

~·~·,l,mpo~t ~ ~ mod.ern wor+at: . the . id.ea ' Oi . the ' Wivid~~s Ul.violable right 
'"· . "'"" f • ~ • • •· • I ; ' I 

to chpoae the edueration and work by which ~is potential ~ Sifta .will best develop,; · 
. /a:nd the idea 



8lld the i(lea ot the 1mp01'tazlce ot vamen as p1oluct1Te element~ in ~t7. 

Caueht between tradition and the new course or thinsB 1 WaJDI J.s not 7et e~.ble . ' 

to grasp the full implications of the problem, lacking the precise il'lformatiQJl to 
be supplied by psychologists, sociologists and e-ducators. 

~here is . an absence o£ scientitical.ly pt"O'I'en date. as to the length of · thlt 

tor which the mother should exercise direct and continuous influence over tbe 

child if it is not to suffer either pbysical neglect or a feeling of frustrat1oa 

that may have ~ injurious ,effect upon its be!2&Viour and moral srowth. 

!f,r1Jstwortny 111for.ma.tion on these essential matters would be of the very 

greatest service to women and1 by releasing mothers trcm the dil exmna of' choos:IJlS 

between t.he family and the profession, would encourase girls to e.spirG to both 

stu~ and wedlock. 

Nor hils arzy serious attempt been made to diffuse the idea the.t .the 

responsi'bUities of the home rest, not upon one pe1"son1 but upon all ita adult. ... 

members,. and neither teaching 1n .the home nor teaching at school bas as yet ·~ 

to train children and adUlts alike for these responsibilities. · 

Lastly 1 the complete separation between the school ·and the family 1 wh1ah 

led to an e:r.aggeration of the school's importance to males and of the ~ 

of the home to f'emelee, · is an educat1o.na.l formula which, arbitrar7 though it ·.u. 
stUl obtains, and it carpetea with the more balanced conception of a :full 

. :'] 
education tllat ail:as at developing every 1nd.1vidual sitt and at abolishing ~ 

between the school and the family. 

SUch are the obstacles which ap:pear most C?ften to oppose women's eduoa't.1~ 

opportu::lities in the majority r3f countries .. 

~he stucy of these obstacles needs to be pursued With care and preci 

tar we are dealing with fundamental problems 1n human life 1 with very 

tradtt1ons as well as With practical difficulties. 

Systematic study should be devoted to t~ obstacles which hamper .~ 

ccnmt:'ies .)There tradition and slow economic deve~opuant - woma~' s eduo­
OpPOl'tu..'l:~t16s fewer than in countries where ~h has been done gradual.13 ~0: 
inequality bet~·reen the sexss. 

Finally 1 this quest for information should be supplemonted by recOJ!I!JeNJat 

ADd methods which will lllelp women, the general public and Governments tQ e 

a •eQd ot opinion and legislation in favour of equal eclucatioul opport'Wli~:: 

~~en· end women • . ----· 




