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A. INTRODUCTION 

1 . Membership 

The composition of t he Sub -Commission was determined by Resolution No . 46 

(IV) of the Economic and Social Council, adopt ed 28 March 1947 (E/325, 

reproduced in E/437), to be : 

Mr . Geor ge Ferguson 
r.1r . P . H. Cheng 
Mr . Lev Sychrava 
Mr . Andr6 <Mraud 
Dr . Gerrit Jan van Heuven Godehart 
Mr . A. R. Chris t ensen 
~..r . Jose Isaac :B'abrega 
lf..r . Salvador Lopez 
t~;r . Yakov M. Lomakin 

. __ M.r .•.. _Fg:Q_ert James Cruikshank 
·· ''Mr.! · ;_~chariah Chafee , Jr . 

Mr. Roberto Font aine 

(Canada) 
(China) 
(Czechoslovakia) 
(France) 
(Netherlands) 
(Norway) 
(Panama) 
(Philippine Republic) 
(Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republlcs) 
(Uni t ed Kingdom) 
(United States of America) 
(Uruguay) 

/During 
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During the second session of t he Sub-Commission, 19 Januar y t o 

3 February 1948, at Lake Success, New York, Mr . Cruikshank (United Kingdom) , 

Mr , Fa.brega (Panama) and Mr, Fontaina (Uruguay) were unable to attend, and 

\·tere represented by alternates Mr. Archibald R, K. Ivlackenzie, 

Mr. Jorge E. Illueca and Mr . Jose A. Mora , r espectively. - ----
I .Mr. Lopez 

01 -tfie Suo-Commission. w·ae represented thezeaftei biY MI·. Jose D. ln§les . 

Representat ives of t he Uni ted Nat ions Educational, Scientific and. 

Cultural Organization , the Food and Agricultural Organization of the 

United Nat ions , and the I nterim Comndssion. of t he World Heal t h Organizat ion 

attended t he znee t ings of the Sub-CoiDmission during its second session. Also 

present were consultants f r om the American Federat i on of Labor, the 

Internat ional Organization of Journalists, and tl:1e Co- ordinat ing Board of 

Jewish Organizations, 

Dr , John Pe t er Humphrey represented t he Secretary-General , and 

~~ . Charles Hogan served as Secretary of t he Sub-Commission . 

2 . Officers 

Mr . van Heuven Goedhart (Netherlands) was the Chairman, Mr. Sychrava 

Rapporteur . 

3, Ad hoc Dr afting Commi t tees 

In order to facilitate t he '-rork of t he Sub- Commission two drafting 

Committees 1-rere established , 

(a) A Drafting Committee on an Arti cle for t he Declaration on 

Human Ri ghts, composed of iVIr . Fert,:ruson (Canada), Chairman; 

V~ . Maekenzie (Uni ted Kingdom), Rapporteur; and Mr. Geraud (France), 

was est ablished on 19 January 1948 . The Draft ing CoiDIDi t tee made t wo 

report s to the Sub-Commission : E/CN . 4/Sub .l/45 and E/CN . 4/Sub ,l/48. 

(b) A Drafting Commi ttee on Article 17 of the Drafting CoYenailt on 

Human Rights, composed of Mr. Chri s t ensen (Norway) , Chairman; 

/ Mr. Chafee 



E/CN .4jSub .l/67 
Page 3 

14r. Chafee (United States of America ), Rspporteurj and Mr. Mora 

(Uruguay)
1 

was est ablished on 20 January 1948 . The Draft ing · 

Committee made three reports t o t he Sub-Commission : E/CN .4/Sub.lf46, 

E/CN. 4/Sub .l/59 and E/CN. 4jSub.l/ 65. 

jB •. CHECK LIST 



B. CHECK LIST OF MEETINGS 

t'lee ~int;s of t he . 
Second. Ses'sion . Date;· 1948 

1 

2 ' 

3 

4 

20 January 

20 Janua.ry 
.....,._ • ..,.. ~,"'' ._.._ .. ._~-··v ';" -;" •.. · ·-~ -z. - - , _ .,: '"~~··- -

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

--'21 .iannax :y 

22 Janua.ry 

22 Jamlary 

23 January 

23 January 

26 Jennary 

26 Janual'Y 

27 January 

27 January 

28 January 

~~8 January 

29 Ja.nuary 

29 January 

30 January 

30 January 

2 February 

2 .February 

3 February 

3 Febl·uary 

' 
~ . 

E ICN 41Sub liSR 2'{ t • I • r • 

E/CN ,l~fSub .1/SR , 30 

E/CN . 4fSub ,1/SR . 3l 

E/CN ,4/Sub .1/8R ,32 

E/CN .4/Sub .1/SR-33 

E/CN, 4/S\.lb, 1/SH . 31~ 

E/CN . 4/Sub ,1/SR.35 

E/CN.4jSub ,1/SR . 36 

E/CN , 4jSub ,1/S~.37 

E/CN ,4/Sub.1/SR.38 

E/ill~ . 4/Sub ,1/S~ . 39 

E/CN ,4jSub ,1/SR , 40 

E/CN ,4jSub ,l/SR . 41 

E/CN . 4/Snb ,1/SR , 42 
& Corr,1 

E/CN ,4jSub ,ljSR . 43 

E/CN , 4jSub ,1/SR , t~4 

E/CN ,4/Sub .1/SR.45 

E/CN , 4/Sub.ljSR , 46 

E/CN, 4jSub ,1/SR, 4 7 

PRESS'RE~~JE SOC/337 

Pn.Ess RELEASE soC/339 

'PRESS RELEASE .. SOC/342 

!'BESS BFIEASE SOC/343 
I 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/3L~8 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/349 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/350 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/351 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/352 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/353 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/354 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/)'j5 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/3)6 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/357 

PI{ESS RELEASE SOC/358 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/359 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/361 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/362 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/363 

PRESS RF.I:EASE SOC/364 

PRESS RELEASE SOC/365 

PRESS RELEASE SCC/366 

jO. AGENDA 



'l'he documents and discus sions ooHcerning each item of t he e.cenda are 

c.:;r vu) ed in Pa.r t D under t he r el evant subject -headings i ndicat ed beneath 

e a.ch item. For en i ndex to s t atements by members of the Sub- Collllll:l. ssivn and 

ot her repr esentat ives, see Pnr t E. 

1. Opening of the Session 

See : Freedom of Informat ion, Sub- Commission · (I I ) - opening of 

tho seeoi on 

2 . Adop t i on of t he Agenda (E/CN . 4/Sub. l/3')/Rev .1) ·. · 

See: Freedom of InforlllB.tion, Sub-Commission on (II) - e.genda 

3. El ectron of Officers 

See: Freedom of Infor mation , Sub-Commission on (II) - offi cers -

election 

4. Cons i dera tion, pursuant t o a r e solut ion of ·t he Se cond Session of the 
_Comm.is8ion on Human Rights (documen t E/§QO) , of Articles concerning 
·Free(lom of Inf ormat i on f or inclusion in a Draft Declaration on Human 
Rights and a Draft Covenant on Human Rights 

(a.) Draft Declara.tion 

See : Buman right s - declaration (draft) 

(b) Draft Covenant 

See : ~~man rights - covenant (draf t ) 

5. Examine,tion of t he Ri ghts , Obli.gati9!l~~_!_!'ractices '"bicb ehou~ 
t ncru:cied in t he Concep t of Freedom of I n f ormation 

See : Freedom of information - defini t ion - · 
6. Other Items 

(a) United Nations Conference on Freedom of Inf ormation ( 191~8) 

See : Fr eedom of Information (1948 )) U1'J Conference on 

7. Programme of fu t ure -work 

See s Freedom of Informat ion , Sub-Commission on (II I ) 

e. Adopt i on of t he Repor t of t he Sub-Colriiiliseion t o t he Commi ssion 
~m Human RightS 

See ! Freed~m of I nformation , Sub-Commission on (II) - report (draft) 

jD. SUBJECT-I NDEX 
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D. SU2JECT-I~D:EX TO 'THE I TEMS PIByussED 

FREEDOH OF INFORMATION : .. ' 
. ' ' ( ',, I .. : . 

- ~- .. _ .. _. ____ --·--· .. .. . .-..- -·--·----

..... ! 

. : . 

-·· . 
. :-· .• !.. · -- O OM + .. _u o\ , - · -----

t he General lvleet i ng of the Ass9ciat i pn of Czech 

J ournalists; and circulated. to t he ~~,nber~ of t he . . . . ·, . 
Sub-Commission. E/CN . 4/Sub.l/~7 (Or iginal: Czech). 

'l'he princ~ples of free,. exchange of informat i on 

: .::E/ON . 4/Sub . l/50. St .at em,en't •.. ·.; E/~'ij: . 4/S~b~l/58 (Or iginal: 

Czech). E/CN. 4/Sub.l/62 ·end Add.i. 

Mr. G6r aud (France ). Memorend~~; ; E/CN . 4/Sub.l/51. 

Aihend.mants to papa~ of Mt~ · Fergus~n CE/CN . 4/Sub.l/61). 

E/CN. 4/Sub.lf66. 

- ..... ' !'1 ,_ ---.l.. ll\T- i t.. ~-1 ..-.-..=In ' 
V!:1U Ut:IUVOU VVvU.l O • ._ v , ... """ V.I.~V- _ _ .. __ I • 

.. . 

E/CN . 4/ Sub.l /39 •. 

~~ . Mackenzi e (Un1 teq Kingdom). Proposals con~erni~g the 

rights to be incl uded. E/ CN .4/Sub.l/57. · 

Iv'lr. Fo~ta;i.p~ (lJ.:r:uguay). .Preliminar y comments on · ~ · definition 

of r ights .:end oblis~tione of li,ber ty o.~ i nf ormatioJ;l . 

E/CN .4/Sub .l/41. 

Documents from . the Secre t ar ia1) :. ; .. , :· .~ . , 

D~scussion of the concept of. freedom of in!or~tion in :prg~a 
• ' . 

of the United Nations . E/CN.4/Sub.l/38. Nemor aifdum on 

constitutional :pr ovisions concerning f r eedom of 

· infor mation. E/CN. 4/Sub.l/40 and Corr .1 

/Document 



FBES1XJ·1 OF Ii'fFORl-1ATIOI; (cont~nue<l ): 

DEFH JITIOH (continued) 

Docu~ent from t he representa~ive o~ UrffiSCO : 
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Descriptio!'l of the main obstacl es to tile internat i c:1el 

dissem:i.nation vf information . E/CN . 4/Sub . l/63 

Replies to l'NE.SCO questiom~aire on huiJUID rights : 

Ext racts relating 'ljO t'rzedom of info.i.-ma.tion. 

E/CN. 4/S;.b , l/49, ~/CII . 4/Sub .l/49jRev . l (Engli sh only ) . 

See He~~or~ (E /C~ . 1,.j!JO ), C21e.,~;er IV . 

FBE.EDOM OF INFOffi.iATI ON, ::>UB-COf:h.lJSSIOH ON (II) : 

AGENDA 

E/Clf . 4/Sub .1/35/Rev .1 adopted , after disc~e~1.on , a t ~irst :meeti ng . 

OFFICERS - ELECTION 

Mr. Chang , .Rappor teur, elected a·;; firs !; mee t i ng . 

OPENING OF TEE SESSIOl'J 

Session opened by the Chairman, Mr . vm1 Heuven Goedhart , 

19 January 1 948 . 
' 

REPORT (DRAFT) 

Discu9se d a t St~b -Commission Mee t ings : 22, 24 . 

REPORT. E/CN . 4/80, adopteQ (9-1) a t 24th mee ting, 

3 February 1948 (E/CN . 4/Sub.l/SR . 47) . 

See Report ('f. /CN . 4/80) , Chapt~r V . 

FREEDOM OF II\!FO:RI'~'~ATIOU , SUB- COMMISSION ON (III) : 

.2r oposal by Mr . Christe::1 sen (Irorvay) recommending t hat third session of 

Sub-Commission, s chedul ed f or 31 May 1948, be pos t poned until 

J::muary 1 949. Adopted (5-1) a t 24th meeting, 3 Februarj· 1948 

(E/CN .• 4/Sub .1/SR . 47) . 

See Report (E/CN.4/80), Chapt er V. 

/FReEDOM 



FREEDOM OF !11]'()BMATION (1948), UN CONFERENCE ON 

Docuru.ont :f'roni Delegation: 

U.S.S.R. St atement LQn agenda of Conferenc~. E/AC.7/30. 

Document from member of . the· .Sub-Commisa.ion.: .... 

· Mr. Sychrava (Czechoslovakia)• The principles of free exchru1ge 

·. · I 4 J I · pt 1nf'm¢t1on. !h6!f, ,Sub,l:, 50, 

Domnnent .from the. Secre-tariat: 

Draft rules of procedure for the international Conference. 

E/CN.4/Sub .l/34 

Discussed at Sub-Commdssion meetings: 20, 24. 

See Report (E/ON,4/80), Chapter V. 

HtJlllAN BIGHTS: 

coVENAN'fl · (DRAFr) .. 

Beport ·of the Commission on HUIDBn Rights, Second Session. E/6oo. 

Documents from members of the Sub-Commission : 

t-'T..r. Sychrava (Czechosl ovakia.) • Amendment to the text s 

submitted Mr. Geraud (E/CN. 4/Sub:l/52) for inser tion in 

Article 17 of the Draft Covenant on Human Bight s . 

(E/CN . 4/Sub. l /55. Suggestions. for draft article . . of the 

- ·· . Draft Covenant. E/CN . 4/Sub.l/58. 

Mr. Geraud .(France) . · Text s . to be inser ted in the Draft Covenant 

on Buman,Bights . ·E/CN. 4/Sub.l/52. ·Proposal to be 

inser ted in - ~aft Covenant. E/CN .4/Sub.l/53/R~v .l 

Mr . Mackenzie · (Uni-ted Kingdom) • . Statetnent regarding monopolies 

delivered on 26 January 1948. E/CN.4/Sub. l /64 and Add.l. 

Mr. Lomakin · (U.S.S.R.). Statement and proposals made ·at the 

seventh meeting (22 January 1948) . E/CN . 4jSub.l/54: 

Draft art icle for the Declaration on Human Bights • 

. E/CN.4jSub.l/56. 

/Document 



HtW.AN RIGHTS (continued): 

COVENANT (DRAFT) - continued 

Document from the Represent at i ve of UNESCO : 
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.Description Qf t he main obstacles to the int ernat i oltal 

dissemination ·of information . E/ON . 4/Sub . l/63 . 

Document from the Secretariat : ··. 

Draft artial es for a Covenant and Declaration of Human Rights 

£9xcerpts from E/609]. · E/CN.4/Sub . l/36 •. 

Report s by the Drafting Conmdttee on J\rticle 17 of t he Draft 

Covenant on Human Rights . E/CN . 4/Sub .l/46, E/CN.4/Sub. l/59, 

E/CN. 4/Sub .l/65. 

Discussed at Sub-Commiss i on meet in3S!_: 3-12, 15-19, 45. 

See Repor t (E/CN. h/80), Chapt er III . 

DECLARATION (DRAFT) 

Report of t he Commission on Human Rights , Second Session . E/ 600 . 

Doctm~Dts fro~ Members of the Sub-Commdssion : 

M:· . Jyc:-;£:~ (Czechosl ovakia) . Suggested t ext of art icle on 

freedom of information f or int ernational Declaration on 

Human Ri ghts . E/ CN . 4/Sub . l/60 . 

Mr. ~;~~·~~.7.' :;..~ ~ (Unj t ed Kine;dc!:l) . Suggested text for t he Draft 

Ducl i~··.·ation on Bun:m Rights . E/CN . 4/Sub. l/43 . Statement 

regar~iing monopol ies delivered on 26 January 1948. 

E/ CN. 4/Sub. l/64 and Add. l . 

Mr . Lomakin (U. s . s .R. ) . Statement and proposals made a t t he 

sevent h meeting (22 January 1948) . E/CN. 4/Sub . l/54. 

Draft art i cle for t he Declaration on Human Rights . 

E/CN . 4/Sub ,l/56 . 

Document from t he Representative of UNESCO: 

Descr iption of the mai n obstacles t o the int ernat i onal 

disseminat i on of inf ormat ion . E/CN . 4/Sub .l/63 . 

/Document 
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H"ulYIAN :RIGIITS (continued): 

DECLARATI ON (DRAFT) - cont inued 

Document from.the Secret ariat : 

Dl;a,f ~ art i<;l:ea f or a Co·J~na.•t and Dqolarat~on of H .'.Jlla,!l 

__ Report s by .the Dra!t1ng CQI!i@£ttoo. on 8ll 1u tie l & f or the Deel eraJ;i ea 
• ~·--" - ··- • ~- 0 - -··M -· --!'-·-" 0 • • 0 - - ----- --

Discus'Sed _at Sub-Commiss10fl meetiE~: . 2,4,5,22 • . 

, . S~e :·ife·po;t ti/cif.47efJ,~, - mt~})"'ter I . 

/E. SUBJECT-INDEA. 
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E . SUBJECT-IIDEX TO STATEt.W.NTS DY MEMBERS, OTHER 
REPRESEN'i'ATIVES AHD SECRE'I~IAT 

Stat ements by Nembers of the Sub-Commissi on 

Mr. Ferguson .( Can.?-de.) 
Freedom of · informat ion! 

def1n1 tion • • • • 
Freedom of Informat ion, 

. . . . . . . 
Commissi on on 

. . . 
(II) : 

• 13, 19-23, 24 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr . 

agenda • • • • • . 
officers - E;~lec"tion . 
report (draft) • 

• • • • . . . . . . . . . 1 
. . . . 1 . . . . • • • • • • 22 

Human rights : 
covenant (draft) • • • • • • 

declaration (draft ) , •••• 
Chang (China) 

Freedom of information: 

. . . ~ 

definition • • . • • • • • • • • • • 
Freedom of Information, Commission on (II): 

• 3, 5-8, 10, 11, 12, 
15, 19, 22 

• 2, 4, 5 

13, 14, 19, 21 

officers - election. • • • , , • • • • • • • • 1 
report (draft). • • • • • • • • • 22, 24 

Human r ights: 
declarat ion (draft ) ••••••••• 

Sychrava (Czechoslovakia) 
Freedom of informat ion: 

. 11, 17, 18 

definition ~ •••••••. •••••••••• 13, 14, 19-23, 24 
Freedom of Informat ion, Commission on (II) : 

report (draft ) • . • • • • , ••••••• 22 
Hul:nan r ights : 

covenant (draft) •• . . . . 
declaration (draft) •••• , •••• , • 

C.er aud (France) 

• • 3, 11, 12, 15-19, 22 
4, 22 

~dom of information : 
definition • • • • • •. • • •. • • 

Freedom of Information, Commission on (II) : 
. . . 

agenda • . . . . • • • • • . . • . • • 
report (draft) • • • • • • • , • • • • • 

HUI!lf.U1 r ights : 
covenant (draft ) • . . . . . . . . 

• 13, 14, 19-23, 24 

• 1 
22 

• 3~ 4, 6, 7, 10-12, 
lij, 22 

declaration (draft ) ••••• , ••• • ••• 
Mr , van Henven Goedhart (Nether lands) 

• 2 ' 4, 5, 22 

(Participation other than procedural) 
Freedom of information: 

definition •••••••••••••• 
Freedom of Information, Commission on (II) : 

opening of the session • , • , • 
Human rights : 

covenant (draft) • 
~~ . Chris t ensen (Norway) 

Fr eedvm of information : 

. . . . . 
definition ••••••••••• 

. . 
. .~ . . 

Freedom of Informati on, Commission on (II) : 
officers - election . • , • • • • • • • 

Freedom of Informat ion, Commission on (III) 
liUlllail rights : 

covenant (draft) •••• , •• , 

•• 13 

. . • 1 

. • • 6, 8, 

• 19, 23 

. 1 
• • 24 

9, 16, 17 

• 5, 6, 11, 12, 15, 17 

/lYlr . Illu.eca 



E/CN. 4fSub.lf67 
Page ],2· 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr . 

tA.r . 

Mr. 

I llueca (Panama) 
:F'reedom of i nformation : 

definition • • • • • _ • • • • • .. • • • • • .•• 13, 14, 19, 20 
Freedom of Information, Commission on (II): 

agenda. . . . . . . . . • • . • • 
Human rights : 

covenant (dJ:•aft ) ; • ,; ••••••• 
declaration (draft) ••••••••• 

Ingles (Philippines) 
Freedom of information:-

. .def.ini·tion • • • •. ~ ... . . . 
Human· rignts ·: 

covenent (draft) ••••••••• 
Lonlakin (lf. S. S.,R .) 

Freedom of. information: 
definition ••••••••••• 

Human rights : 
covsnsnt· (draft ). •. • • . - •. •• 

. .. 

·declaration ( dl:•aft) • • • • • · • • • • • 
Freedo:'l of Information,· Coill'llission on (II): 

agenda . • • • • • . • • · • • 
officers - el ection ••• 
r eport (draft) ••• 

Mackenzie (Unit ed Kingdom) 
Frecdom of information : 

. . . . 

• 1 

3, 5, 
2, 4 

6, 8-12, 15-19 

. .. . . 1.4, 20-23, ~4 

6-12, 15-18 

• • 7, 13, 14, 19-23, 24 

3~~0, 12, 15-19, 22 
2, 4 

1 . 
. 1 

• • • • . 22 ' 24 

d.efini tion . • • . • • • • · ·• · • · • • 13i 14, 19-23, 24 
Freedom of Informatio:l , Coznmission on (II ): 

agenda . . • . . . ·· • • . . • • . . . 
report (draft) • • • ••••• 

Htunan rights : 
covenant (draft) •• ·• 
declaration (draft ) ••• 

~fee (u.s .A. ) 
Freedom of information: 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1 
22 

2' 4-12., 15-~8, 22 
3, 4, .. 5 

aer ~n~;;~on •••••••••••••••••• l 3, l 4, 19-23, 2!t. 
Freedom of Information, Gommission on {II): 

agenda . . . • . ~ • ··• . • • • . • . 
report (draft) • • • • • • ••• 

Human rights : 

. • 1 . . . . 22 

covenant (draft) • • • • • • • • • • 3-12, 1.5-19, 22 
decl aration . ( d.raftr) • .. • • • • • • • .- :· . • • • 2, 4, 5 

Mora (Uruguay) 
Freedom of information: 

defL~ition •••••••• 
Human rights: 

. . . 
covenant (draft) • • • • •••• 
decl aration (draft ) •• , · ••••• 

. . . . • 14, 20-22 

• 3, 5-10, .16-18 
2, 4 

/2 . S~atementa 



2 . S~a ~emcnts by Representatives of Specialized 
~ius ru1d Non-governmental oigai11zaTicms 

UNESCO (Moheu) 
Freedom of information : 

definition • . • • • 
Human rig.~ts : 

covenant (draft) ••••••••• 
declaration (dref~) ••••• 

FAO (Rogers) 
·. . 

E/CN . 4/Sub. l/67 
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f.iee tinge 

. 4, 20, 21, 24 

• 3, 6, :2 , 17, 18 
4 

Freedom of infor mation . • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Ameri can lt'eder a t ion of Labor (Sender end Carven) 

. 5 

Fi~om of info~me tion : 
definition ••.••••••• 

Ruman r ight s : 
. • • • • • 13 

c0vemm t ( draf·c ) • • • • • • • • • 
declaration (draft) .•••••••••. 

? 
• ..J , ,.. 
• e: 

6, 8, 10, 15, 16 

Int ernational Or ganization of Jourr..alisco (Martin) 
Fre(JQ.om of information : 

definition •••.• 
Human right s : 

covenent (draft) ••• 
declaration (draft ) . 

Co -ordinating Boa~d of Jewish Organ~za:ions 
(Hal perin) 
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