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.ADOPTION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENpA (E/CN.4/Sub.l/68, E/CN.4/Sub.l/68 Rev.l, 

··EjCN .4/Sub .1/69, ·E/CN .4/Sub .1/73, E/CN .4/Sub .1/74, E/CN .4/Sub .1/75, 

· E /CN-. 4 /Sub .1/76 (discussion continued): 

The CHAIRMAN referred members to the suggestions made by 

Mr. Binder (E/CN .4/Sub .1/73) .• Mr. Geraud (E/CN .4/Sub .1/74) and 

·Mr. Az~i .(E/CN .4/Sub.l/75). He proposed that the Sub-Commission should 

.examine the first part of Mr. Azmi 'e suggestions -- me~hods of work -­

'together with the corresponding parts of the other two proposa.le, The 

·general discussion on the agenda, however, was not yet closed and any 

:member wishing to make a statement on the subject was at liberty to do so. 

Mr. ZONOV said that if the Secretary-General's note on the 

agenda and programme of work of the Sub-Commission w~re adopted, the 

latter's time would be almost excludively taken up by the consideration 

of technical questions, such as the establishment of procedure for 
' handling communications and the movements of foreign correspondents in 

the country of their residence, or of problems such as the drafting of 

an international code of honour. 

The agenda and programme of work prepared by the Secretariat 

reflected the situation which had prevailed during the discussions 

in the Third Committee of the General Assembly . Indeed, questions 

. which were of paramount importance had been relegated to the background. 
( 

Adoption of the suggestions made by Mr. Binder and Mr. Geraud would 

only worsen that unratisfacto~y state of affairs. The five points 

suggested by Mr. Binder concerned mainly the free gathering and free 

dissemination of news. Both he and Mr. Geraud, however, had overlooked 

'the essential point~ to wit, the kind of news which would thus be 

·gathered and disseminated throughout the world. 

In his opinion, the responsibilities of the Sub-Commission were 

scope and it could not confine itself to the consideration 

f the points suggested by Mr. Binder and Mr. Geraud. Indeed, the 

General Assembly. resolution 110 (II) on the measures to be taken against 

the inci tars of a new war had condemned "all forms of 

whatsoever country conduc-l;ed ·' vrhich is either designed or 

likely to provoke or encourage any threat to the peace, breach of the . 
peace, or act of aggression" and 'had called for measures to promote 

friendly relations among nations based upon the purposes and principles 
< 

of the Charter and to encourage the dissemination of all information 

designed to give expression to the undoubted desLre of all peoples fo~ pe 

/ Furthermore , · 

, . I 
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Furthermore, the General Assembly resolution 127 (II) on false or 

distorted reports had called for a study of ''such measures as might with 

advantage be' taken on the nati,onal plane ·to combat, within the limits of 
' . ' 

consti ~tional :procedure·s, the' diffusion of false· 6r di.storted reports 

.lik~ly~-to injure. friendly relations between States."· The United Nations 

Confe~ence an.Free~om of Informatiop bad also adopted two resolutions, 

namely res~luti?nS 2 arid 3, condemning Sll forms of wa.r :propaganda and 

all 'distortion and falsification of news, and the. General.Assembly had . 

referred those . r~SOl'l\ltionS to the Economic and sOcial "Council which was 
I ) 

to lrork out concrete measures for their im];llementation. 
• ' ' 1 

All the above. resoluti~s andJ decisions were closely cpnnee.ted with 

the work of the Sub-Commission and the' questions to which they.referred 

could not be excluded from the· Sub-CommissiOn's agenda. It .was obvious 
' . . 

therefore that the Sub-Commission would be failing its duty if it. 
I . 

excluded item·lO ~-.:promotion of the diss~mination of true information 
' . . 

to counteract Nazi, Fascist 'and other :propaganda of aggression or ·Of 
' . 

racial, national and religious discrimina~ion -- from its agenda or 

else assigned a secopdary :place to that question. 
~ I • L ' 

' ' 
The fundam~ntal task of the Sub-Commission.was to work out concrete 

measures. for iro"plementin~ the above re.solutions .and decisions. There was 

no need to str.ess the urgent necessity for such measures,, fdr it should be 

obvious to all. The resoluti,ons of the General Ass.embly and of the 

United Nations Conference ·on Freedom of Information were igcored by the 

press and other agencies of· informa.tion in many oountries of the world, 
' . ' 

where various media of infor~pBtion indulged ~n disseminating distorted 

and slanderous re:ports 1 warmongering and stirring up hatred against other 
\ . I 

countries. Many telling examples had been quoted during the. :discussions 

in ,the Third Committee an.d also by the head of the USSR delegati'on in 
' ', ' ; I 

plenary meeting of the General Assembly. Those fact~ had never been . . . 
denied, and .. it. was the :paramoUnt d-q.ty of the SUb -Commission to fight 

against such trends and by working out cpncrete -measures for implementing 

the resolutions of· the General A.ssembly to promote the pllrJ?osea and . 

principles ~f the Charter. ·He therefore urged. the Sub -Commission to 
I l ' ' 

assi.sn an appropri-ate place to item 10 on ita agenO.a and in its 

pro~amme ·of work .• · 

/In that 
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, ' 
'In that connexion, ·he wished to comment on the inclusion-of some 

other items in the Sub-Commission's agenda. ~eferring to item 6, the 

establishment of procedure for continuous liaison with information.' 

enterprises and prof.essioiu~l organizations', he expres~ed _the view that 
' ' ' 

· · establishing the criteria for· deciding what was a "legally constituted 

national Or inte~ational I preSS' 'information' broa_dCastd.ng Or n~WSreel 
ente,rprise·or associationfl .(E'/CN.4/Sub.l/70, E/CN.4/Suo.l/'71) was a task 

which exceede~ th~ competence of. the S~b-Commission and ~ell within the 

province of the various Governments concern~d. He proposed, therefore, 

that item 6 shou:J-<1 be 'de·leted f:t;>om the agenda. 

· Turning to .item 7, consideration of ·means by which. the Sub-Commission 
. ' 

migh"l:f, regularly be kept' info:rmea' regarding the application of the 

resolutions of the United 'Na.tiops Conference on Freedom of Information, 

he pointed out that the seco:Jd :Part of the third session of .the General 

Assembly had merely taken note of s~me of the resolutions· in 1uestiOI;l 
-- • , ' • I , ' , 

and had referred .some others to the Economic and Social Council. The 

Sub-Commission, therefore, 13hould not' emb·ark on any ·,general Q.iscussion 

on those resoluticms. It could ,deal;, with any specific point if ana· 
I 

when it arose. 

agenda. 

In bis opinion, item '7 should also be deleted from the 
t ' " \ 

,·,, 
The same apl'lied to items 14 and 15 which related to the dra:fting·of 

an international code of ·honour and the poss~bility of establishing an 

international dourt of.honour. Those questions fell.within the province 
, r 

of the 'appropriate. trade union organizations' namely, the competent 

national and ibterna Gional associations of p"~"ess and in_tormation 

personnel·, so thf;:lt to examine them in ,the Sub-Commission would ·amount· 
' . 

to bringing pressure to bear on tho.se 'organizations. · 

,Mr. zon'ov also proposed the deletion of items'19, 20 and21. 

The first two referred-to the implementation of the-conventions proposed 

by the Con·~erence Ol;l Freedom. of Information and of the Covenant on· 

Human Rights a.,s far as it con.cerned freedom. of information._ The 

conventions, however, though adopted,, had not yet been ratified and 
' . 

were not therefQre in'torce, while·the.Cove~ant was still under discussion. 

Item 21 related to the discharge of such other functions as might'be 
' . 

' ' ' 

entrusted to. the ?ub..:commission by inter-governmental agreements --

the Sub-Commission c~ulQ. easily concern itse.l.f ~ith such functi~n.e if 

and when any such contingency arose, and there was no need to ,examine 
I ,. 

the question in general at t}lat stage. 

In conclusion, he said'that with the above reservations he was 

prepared to __ ac,cept 'the provisi~mal agenda and programme of work 

suggested by ·the Secretariat. I Mr. AZMI 

, 

\I 
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Mr. AZMI :pointed out. that there was no essential difference 

between Mr. Zonovt~ :point ~f 'View an(l that of the 'other. ~~be~s of. the 

Sub-COmmission; · he· had· stressed the fac~ that the .~rincl:pal 'task 

of, tll,e Sub-COmmission was t'o find mee.a:ures to :prOmote the dissem.ina tion 
' .. 

of true infOrmation to counteract war :Propaganda and :pro-nazf and 
'· ' ... . 

:pro..:.fasciat ·literature in general. · ThB.t subject was on the agenda 
I' - ' ' 

:prepared by the' Sec;rQta.riat and 1D. the suggested. programme of w-ork. 

. Mr.-. Aznli. added that'_. it ~s also included, as item 11, ip the. 

draft agenda whi<?h .he, :bad. sublrd.tt~d. ill the member~ of the Sub-COI!mlfssion 

·: · were agreed on ·_the :llnportance of the.· subject: · they differed only as 
. '' ' . ·. . . . . \ 

to wher~ the item should appear ·on the a:Benaa.. · · 
, • ~ • J ' ' I ' I 1: 

Re considered that the five 'itellis of 'the first :part of his· draft 
' ' : • I 

f ' ' < I : ~ I J ' 

were esse~tial :bo the ·work of ·tb.~ Sub-COmmission; they concerned 

. doc~m;rf:4tion. The Sub-C~s~i~ must' stu~y~ the n~cesaary docum~nts 
' ' ' • ' I I 

before. besinning ._its work~ i 

·In t.Jie second :part of ·his d.ra.ft, which dealt' with the sub~tanti ve 
I I- J • ' 

tasks of the SUb-~~sion, items 6 and 1 should be considered before 
-- 1 ' I 

the question· of the. disseminatiOn of true informa.-tion.· .Perhaps 

consideratiQn of item 8,' ooncern:i.ng classifieb.tion of existing 
' ' ' l ·' • \ 

agreements on freedotQ. o_f/,ihf~rma t;ton,. could be. deferred and item il 
could tllen become' the eighth :point on t;he _agenda. · 

. !) I , , • .' . . 

The. t was ·'the onJ.y cha.J?.ge ' ~ '• the d:ra.ft whicl[t he wished to make • 
- - ' ' \ -

\ 

Mr. WILLIAMS supported Mr • Azmi is view. 

Re also wished. to clear up a point _made l:>Y Mr. ZB.nov: · the 'sub-" 
.... ' ' ' 

Conu:nissi6n lla.d never 'thought of excluding . from its agenda . t~e points 
. . I . . . . '. 

which Mr. Zonov had str~ssed~ The only difference of o:pinion concerned 
' ! ' ' I ' I ' I "\ ' 

the order in which the various subjects fqr discussion shQUld be · .. . ~ ' 

taken up •. . Fo~· instance, the ~b--Cpmm.issi~ should ·be informed aa 
·'.to the adequacy. of news ava'ilable '149 the' :peoples of .the world and 

' , ' I I 

what barriers and restrictions nam:pered·the free flow of information' 
' • ./ , • I ' I •l , 

before ;tt could deoid~ upon measures to ~ramote dissemination of ~e 
:information· ~o ponteract :pro~a~da ~ :tf it dis,cov~red that political, · 

economic or legal barriers existed in some countries, it shouid t~en . 
j, ,' J I < • 

seek measures to ov~ruamg them.. It was~not t.he Sub-Commission1s fUn.ction 
1 ' 

to seek to ban news which.membersj ·aa.;~div1dualsi::·cGnaid~red bad. It 
,_, I • l ' . • ~ 

.was ita· ·duty to encourage measures to :protect the status c:>f international . . . ' . . 
correspondents and other ne:ws ·:personnel and to 'see that measures 'were 

~ ' • ! ' ' \ ~ • ~ ] I 

taken to'ena.ble.the peoples of the world to receive a.C?cura.te'news of 
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r 
.. ' > J' I~ j.f ~ I • > ,' N 1:\,iJ-/ I }'e :• 

'· 

vba t was happening in the world, 'whether :it were good ~r bad; only 

then-would they be,able :to see 1 that.go~erl?Dlents took measures tq 

promo:te dis~ko.ination of true ~i~fo~ t;ton to coimter~ct propaganda j 
• I ' • i ' 

of aggression OJ;' discrimination~· 

\ ' ',) 

,, , - ·I , . , , , , 
Mi'. CBA.-NG ~_onsid.ered tl;lat .Mr. Azmi •s <lrE;ft rearranged 

1
in more' logical 6rder t:P,e,,it~ en the:lengthy~ge~aa ;r~paioed by '· 

·the Se~~etariai.- lie a@-eed with_~. Williams .tmt' the most ilriJ;>ortB.nt 

i teias of, the agenda were those' concern~ the f'ree :flow ~f ir.lfoima.tion 
' ' ' . ' ' ' ' .' ' ' \ ' . . '• 

to,~ ~·~bat war pr<zyagand.a. and conde~ing· the. legal, eoon6lnic and ' ' ' ' 

p~li'tical barriers 't~· the free flow oi infomti~n •. Moreo~er, 
Mr. ·~nov also had s~r.es'aed. the .iml)ortanve '6f' ·;that subject •. He 

,' , \' ' 
1 

• /, , ,1 '1 • ,· ' ,', ,' • I ' 'I ' 1
1 

, ', '
1 

.cohsider$d ,that points l to 5 of.~. Azmi t a proposed agenda were· · 
0

1 
-' ', •> I r t 0 

" 

imp_~rtant for ~t was,-essent1al:~~h(a.t the members of_ the _Sub-9<?mnJis.sion' 
" ' ,· • ·, ' • ' ' • ~ • ' ~ • I -, ' '' ' I i ',' --'; ·, \:... -..J ' .~ 

shoUld arrange certain matters before beginning the:Lr work • 
' I ', \ • ' • 1 ' ' • - \ t \ 

' I' > ' 

• '' - ' • 1 ' ': ' ' • - • -I 0 ~- • I \ ' I I ' '- :, 

_Mr. AZKOUL ~rta.t_~a. tnat in- the original itemc:LO of, t,he . 
1

, 
1
· I 

.pro~isional agenda ·pr~,:p~red; by' the Secretari~t' rei'~rr~g- to' t]1e· 
'I '• '' '\ I •I • ' • I • ' 

promotiqn of 'the ~sseminati<Dh of true ·.;informa;tioii to. CO:U,nte~ct n~zi,' 
' '• , •,I •:, .·~ , • '' ., 1 , \ , , •, I 1 ' ', ' ' , ' • ' 'I' . I " 

fascist ·and other propaganda Of . B:ggreSsion or: Of' racial, .. nati9I1al . 
' '- I j \ II 'I I \ • 

and :j?eligiou.s 'discr-imination, the word._ 11true 11 was espe.cially important 
1 - - t ' ' ' .·, • • • , '• 1' ' ~ ' ' 

. s.tnce it· in<! ~ca. ted the feeling of' ~~e E~onomic and Social . Council , ; ·, 

' t:bat tru~ iilformatio~ ~·ould help :to 'qcmba.t '~desirable propaganda 
'o )

0 
' • I 

1 
c ' • ·- ,,\' 

Which was necessarily based, on·· the nega'tion or the ·<i.4.stor~ion oi' truth. ~. 
, 

0 
', \ ' ', ' ·~ , l, - •;' 

1 
J 1 ) ' ' I' • _ ' , r ' I • ' , 

Therefore~if the SUb-Comm.is~i;on could recommend m.easures f'ol'.prainoting 
- \ ' ' . ·,·_ ' ', -- . - ' . _. ,, . '. ' 

the dissemination c-f- .true· inf~rma~ion,. the· p~si tive ·effect wou,~d be ~ , 
( 

1
1 , 1, • , I \ 1 1 ' ' , ' 1 , ' :_• ,· 

. · ·- to nUllify. war. :t?ro:paga.nda and -to ~prove peaceful ~d friendly · 
• ', :, '-'I ' ,_ . '\' '' '' .,, 

'internat:I,onal relat·ions based on the principl~s of the 'Un,ited Na~ions 
" .6 ' ' 

CJ;larter • · , ·, :» 

M.r ~ Azkoul .ex;p;retlsed, the. v;lew that the ·sub-CQl!JIDission. must first . , 
j ' j 1- I ' ~\ 

1 
I '', _ ~ • ' ~~ 

decide whether to. adopt ~~n agenda for the entire pe~iod of, it~ .: : · 
. \' \ I ' ' 'I ' I ' ' •'' !,, . ' 

existence or' for one ~essio:r;t alo~e·.' In hj's bpiilien it would be . 
I •' \ v' ' \_ _' ' " • -

• I 

preferable .to elaborate· the'agencJ4 for the current session .only :t'or 
' :· . ' . ' ." -- I I ' ,·' I II, 

the practical. ·reason that l-ess time. would be required and also beca.\}se 
\ < '',. r' ,• I _, ' ' f I ' ' ' .' 

the l9ng inteJ;val be~een sessions of. tli~ .Sub.:cOmmiasion .made it· 
( '' • - • • ' '0 : '' ' . ' • ', 

desirabJ .. e .to be able to·, adjust th~ w.o;rk in the·light of c~ging events,. 
t ' 'I - ' II I ' • ' .. ' ' ' ' f ' ' ~ • ' ,' \' ' ' ' 'I ' I 

Mr. A~koul th,erefo:r>e for:mallly propos'ed that the Su,b-Comm.ission ., ' 
' ' ' • • ,•- ,• ·, ' -• ' ' I 

should decide t~, ~dopt an 13-g~!'-da for the ~~nt session onl;r,. ~ .. the 
1 

,J•J, 
1 

!r' '~ 
0 

I l ','.\ Jo :1~ .'~, ~-~' ~(\,', ~ ~ ' , 01 

I; 

i) ' I • \- : ) 

' ~· 
' ' '· ... 

7/imderstanding 
' ' '• 

I-. ( 

) ' 

' ' ' ( 
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understanding that. the agenda ·prepared by, the Secretariat and the 
, , r, • • , 

revised a.g~nda · subm.i t;ted by. Mr. · :Azmi 1-rould_ be retained as a ~. 

general.~utline of the SUb-Cammissianta work for.the three years 
. ' ' . . 

of its ~xistence. ~Instead of being bound to adhere st~ictly to 

. the ~nda f teiO:S , in the order in. which they w:ere l~sted-1 the SUb- · 

. cotm:rd.ssian ~ould th~n 'at each seesiOn seiect the i tams which it 

1 ~ished t~ ccksider. . . 
• I . r . 

lf the i!Sub~C.CIIllii.issiojD. ag~eed to that_ procedure, ~. Azkoul 

proposed· t~t the agenda for the _ curre~t s~ss-ion s.hould be based 
: jl I I , ' '' ', • ' ·, 

on the 'doc'llilient submitted'by Mr. Azmi silica his arrangement of the 
• I _ I~ , .,- , , , 

items seeme4.most logical. or: the five items:listed in the first part 
.I ' 'I ' ' -

und~ the 'heading "Metho~ o* Work", Mr.-,Azkoul considered that. the 

, fir.st two were ·-essential, t'or .. the SU~-C01IIlD.ission ts work at. the current· 

stage out that it would, be premature 'to engage in a study of. 

items 3 ai,l.d lj,• If iteln 5 applied· to ·the a~tual consideration of 
L 'I • 

c'~ications, it p~operly belonged to the '~econd Nrt whlch related 

to substantive w~rk~- :If, howeyer, it referred yo ;a;_ethoda or· 
I ' I '" ' ' 

' 

I • 

recei'\Ting and considering communications; that question· could, in '"' . ' 

Mr·~ .Azkoults opinion; ~lao be :discussed at -~he -cur;r;ent sess:ton·.-
• • ' ' I 

In adq.i-tion., t~e first: part might :J_nclude. the yonsidera~ion of 

Mr._ Geraudts ~ugges~ion that the work' of the sub:..Cotlrm.ission. and of 

uNESCO should be ~l~rly define~ in orde~ to pre~ent overlapptcs. 

. ' ' 

Mr. Azkoul furtller proposed tl;la.t a ~;~econd section of the agen~ . 
. • I 

· ~hould be devoted·~:to report$· to be prepared. b3" the Secretariat· for 
, , ·. , ·. r. , ! '. . 

· consideration at the followipg· !3ession. In 'view of the. fact that 
~ ~ ' • ' _... I' 

UNESCO had already undertaken .·studies of the teclm~cal needs of 1;ihe 

p~e.ss, film and ·radio.J: ~. :Azkoul· sugges~ed that .on the b~s:irs of 

those' stu'diee a:nd mate~iai fr~ .. other source~ I the Secre~riat should 
. , .. I , 

prepare a report covering the fi!rst 'three . poirits of the terinS of 
.) ' 

reference ._of the SUb-Commission, as .prepared by the· Economic and 

Social• CGUncil. Such~ report ~oUld give· a general -~:valuation. of ' 1 

~o • ', ~ ·, \ ' \ • '. \ o' ' • I 

the news infor.matian and.facilities available,to the people of the 
\ • -, I ' ' I 

world but woUld not mclti.de a study ·or barriers. . 

. · Fin!=tllY, Mr. Azkoul :indicated tha~ a third sectio~ would b.e .· 

devoted,to'the con~id~ration of· items chosen fran the age~da· before 
1.~' 1 / 1 • ' . ' 

the Sub~Camni.ssion. In tllat connexion, h~ wished to make it clear 
• ' I . . 

.r that the study of the Convention ·on the International Tracimdssion 
/ ,j I J ' • ' 

of News 6.nd the·· Right · of Correct1,on which he had proposed at the 
' ,' ' '' . 

' ! 

'I 

. -) 

"· 
/preceding meeting 

- f. 
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1

' 1 c' -~ 
)i:?; .. -~·' pr~~editiS ~eetirig: wouid,no-t. d~:pl;tea~~ 'the ~rev;16ua' ;q-rk bf ot~er ~~' 
>- , of!the naiie~ iv~tibn.s·-l>ut:·v~~ia aet~~-to ~~;;··eit~~t th~~ :' _. ·;. ·,._-,"" 

:~~:, · .· ·:,-_ 'c~V:~ntioti ~~--if;· ~t*~~~--~r ~~~::Me~~e::::s~t_e:S· :Wow.a:·_efi'e~ti~si; . ~· · ·~ 
:,.l• ' • ' - ' 1 
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