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THE ADEOQUACY OF THE NEWS AVAILAEEE TO THE PEOPLES GF
THE VORLD AIID THE OBSTACLES'TO THE FREE FLOW OF
INFORMATION TO THEM (E/CN. L/sub, 1/106 E/CN, h/Sub 1/11&)
Draft of en international code of ethics E/czsz‘.u/Sub.l/lzs)
second reading . . . toov
Proamble
1. e CHATRMAN ‘s'ea:;,;.a that"the'sﬁb-c;smmmsién
would proéeeéwtoithe sccond reading of the draft’international
code of ethicé%ahd‘expréséed'the hépe that membérg‘ﬁéuldi ’
refrain frcﬁiﬁfeééﬁtihg préppééls Wﬁiéh ?e-iﬁﬁréducégktextgi
or 1deas eliﬁnné:t:ed“dm;ing the Tirst reading.
2, Mr, DEDIJER proposed that the words "the
basis" in the fir@t naragraph should bs replaced by "one
of the. bases
3. - Mr, GQNDHI proposed the following formula
instead of the Wording submittea by Mr Dediaer, .o 18
vital to all the fundamental freedoms .
b, Mr. DEDIJER withdrew his propossl in favour” -
of Mr, Gan&hi‘s text ‘ ; | ',‘ ' o i -
5.i ‘ - Mr GERAUD preferred to keep the original

text.

Mr, Gandhi's proposal was adopted.

/My, DEDIJER
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6. Mr. DEDIJER proposed that in the second
paragraph the words "seek the truth' should be deleted.
In his opinion, the scle duty of the journalist was to

report facts or comment on them. -

7.  Mr, AZMI opposed Mr. Dedijer's proposal. The
search for the truth was one of the essential functions
of a journalist and that idea appeared frequently in one

form or another in the various sections of the code,-

8. Mr, BINDER agreed with Mr. Azmi, He would °
object.te the formula in question if the text qualified
the truth and thereby lMpllCltlj prevented the Journallst
from seeking the truth in the light of his personal

conviction,

9 Mr, DEDIJER expressed the view thet a journalist
should engage in the search for truth only to the extent of
reporting the facts or commenting upon them. He therefore
proposed that the text should read ''seek the truth'in order

to report facts or comment thereon", .

10. Mr. AZMI commented that the second paragraph of the
preamble was not intended to establish relationships between

the various functions of the journalisf but to emphasize that he
should have a sense of responsibility. The first paragraph, which

contained the idea of freedom, and the second,

/which contained
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which contained the idea of respousidIlity were in a
gense parallel, N ) R
11, Mr. GERAUD agreed with Mr. Azmi and suggested
the following wording: "seek the truth in reporting
facte as well as commenting thereon".
12, | Mr, DEDIJER gave a concrete example to prove
that the Journelist?s seaych for the truth was not always
directly reflected in his professional activities,
13. The CHATRMAN commented that the idea of truth
was purely subJective and that what was true for one person
was not necessarily true for another. The search for
the truth should therefore not be linked with the accurate
reporting of facte,
1k, ‘Mr. AQUINO preferred@ the present text of .
the second paragrapnh. He shared the views of Mr, DediJjer
but did not think that the amendment the latter had - -
proposed eliminated all the difficulties because its
adoption would mean that the sole function of the Journalist
would be to seek the truth in order to report or comment.
on facts, Like eny other person, the Journalist might ‘
very well seek the truth for reasons which were linked only
indirectly to the reporting of facts,
Lj.( Mr, AZMI said that if Mr, Dedljer wished to
esteblish a closer link between the truth and the news,
he should attempt to

/do mo in
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do 80 in the body of tHe ¢ode rather then in the preamble,

Mr. Dedijer's proposal was rojected by 5 votes to 2,

- with 2 abstentions,

16. Mr, GFRAUD and Mr. AZKOUL indicated thaet the
drafting of the second recital might well be improved,

17. . Mr, GANDHI proposed the followlng: "whereas that
freedom cen best be safeguarded through the voluntary efforis
of the personnel of the prees and other medle of information
to maintain and promote the spirit of responsibility in
which...". In his opinion that amendment would retain the
thought of the author of the text and at the sedme time
achleve ths clerification sought by Mr, Géraud and Mf.,Azkoul.
18. Mr. CHANG thought that the text might read:

"whereas that freedom can best be safegnarded through the
voluntary efforts of the .personnel of the p}ess and other .
media of informatlion by maintaining and promoting..."
13, Mr, AZMI expressecd surprise that the deep
significance of a téxt adopted the preceding day by &n
affirmative vote of ten members of the Sub-Cdmniusiqp
should be gueetioned, . He notcd that the second rocital:
was intended to promote a2 apirit of responsibility

among Journalists, .

/The idea’ "



E/CN.4/Sub,1/ER.TI

‘Page T
The idea of the responsibility of the Journalist could not
be separated from the concept of freedom pf information,
Since the first recital gf the‘preamble had pr?claimed ‘
freedom of information, the sccond sought to 81V?31t greaﬁer
force by otressing the importance to it of maintaining:or ;
if nocessary arousing a feeling of professlonal regponslbillty
on the part of the Journalist, ;
20, In eddition, the text contained & third element: the
voluntary contribution of the Journalist to thg‘wo;kvpf,
strengthening freedom of information. Thers was nd attempt
to impose rules,on the Journalist; but only to maks hinm
awvare of the influence hie persconal attitude m}ghp have on
the protection of_that froedori. » ) ‘
21, Mr, GERAUD said that he had grasped the substance
of Mr, Azmi's ldea, and belicved that the following draft
reflected it: “Wh@reas_the protection of that freedom
requgreg.that personnel of thg_pressfand:oth§r media of
information, in secking the truth in reporting as well as
commenting on f&cts, try. tp<acqu1re an ingreagipgly keon
avarencss of 1ts responsiblities.,.” '
22. . Mr., AZXOUL noted thét the original text lackedu
clarity bocause of the expressi?nkfin order‘to" which should
refer to the word "offorts" but which scemed to be linkod to

the word "safeguarded", contrary to the Intention of Mr, Azmi.

/[He thought
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He thought that the formula suggested by Mr, Gandhi eliminated

that disadvantage,

23. | Mr, SILVA CARVALLO also recognised that the toxt

of the second paragraph of tho preawble regquired improvement,

No matter what wording was finally adopted, ths Sub-Commission

should see to 1t that the important idea of the voluntary
contribution of the persommel of the press and othor medla

of information to the protection of that freedom should be

‘retained. That idea signified that protection of that

freedom wes not entrusted to Govsrnmcnts alons but was shared

by Journelists who should do nothing whlch might endenger .

that freedom,

-2k, Mr. GANDHI then proposed the following rewording:
"Whereas that freedom can best be safeguarded by
the personnel of the press and other medie of
information constantly maintaining and promoting,
through their veluntory astion, the spirit of
responsibility in which they sesk the truth,
report facte or comment on them,"

25. Mr. AQUINO expressed appreciation of the efforts

made to reach a common ground but stated that he preferred

Mr, Gendhi's first proposal, .
/26, Mr, AZMI accepted

CRE R bw BEopf
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26., . Mr. AZMI accepted Mr, Gandhi's sccond proposal

which cogtained all of the clements Qf'the_qrigina} text.,,”
27. ;Nm. JORDAN also accepted the second text proposed.

| by Mr, Gandhi,.‘ ; _

28, My, CHANG and Mr, GERAUD withdrew their proposels,

. The second proposal of Mr, Gandhi .was approved by T

votes .to none with 4 abstentions,

23.,_ . M. AZKDUL_noted,that the Sub-Commisston'g

undue haste ;q seeking FQ conclude its work at the“precedigg
meeting, w@;qh had led him to refuse to participate in_thexh
voﬁe,‘had‘merely resulted in an unnecessary prolongation of
.the discussipqﬂat the current mpgping, o

30. He proposed the addition to ths preamble of & third
paragraph as follows: "Whercas the attalmment of a Just and
lasting peace depends in great degrge on freedom»of informgtion
as well as the spirit of requnsibility of personnel of the
Press and other media of information.f_

31. He folt thét that was an.absolute minimumAﬁhichwghob
Sub-Commission should accept, The text which he proposodi'
tqok up the idea qxpressed in the second

/paragraph
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paragraph of the preamkla of Resolutinn No, 2 adoéted by the
United Nations Conferende on Frecdom of Information, It
indicated the ideal to be sought and reflected the hopes
end anxieties nf Journalicts as cltizens of the'Wérldx

32, He Teolt that the dlscussion which had taken place

at the preceding meeting had not boeun conclusive, Perhaps
Mr. Azmi had felt that the roference to the Cherter end the
Universal Decleration of Human Rights in the first parsgraph
of the preamble was éuffiéient to teke into account the
considerations which certain membera»bf the Sub-Commission
wished to express, Nevertheless, while that‘péragraph‘reférxed
to the Charter and the Universal Declaretion of Humen Rights,
it merely recalled the fundam@ntal humen freedoms which

vere proclaimed in prlhciple in those two documﬂnts raﬁhér'
than the purposcs which they set forth, Accerdingly it
conﬁdined no reference to the loftly idoels of peace, ‘
aconomic and soctal progress etc, expressed in the‘Charter;
33. Hs regarded that as a mistake. While he woulduhever
agres that freedom of information and of the Pruse should
be governed by concern)fdr'truth, he considered it wroﬁg for
avdocummnt issued by a United Nztlons organ to contain no
reference to what wee, in the last analysis, the

Organization's very reason for being,
: ' /34, He himself
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34, He himself would have preferred £o havé the 3&b—~
Commission deal solely with the search for the truth., He o
reminded ;he mopbers that they served not only as'expefts,
and representatives of their profcssionf but wlso on béhalf
of the United Nations, ; v‘ |
35. All_the rosolutions of the Genéfal Asgembly, the |
Ecdnamic end Social Council an&’the Conference on Freedom B
of Informaetion relating to false and distqrted‘néws ccndemﬁed
such nevs es "likelyrto injure ffiendly relations gmbné |
peoples" and not cnly a8 news which wes merely‘inaccurate.
36. The United Nations, en orgenization which was poliiicai
1n'chara¢ter, sought to ensure peuce bésed En freedam; |

It would be unthinkeble that a ¢ode of ethics emanating‘

from that organization should mot mentlon that basic‘
concern, The present text of the code took no acéoun%
whatever of current realitles; it might Just asvﬁell have
been wriﬁten in the 18th centwry or two hundred year.s hence.‘
He felt that Quch a texﬁ,should reflect the Organizationfs
intercat ln safeguarding peace and establishing friéndly
relstions among nations, .

3T« MNoreover it was not impossible that, if the
Econcmic and Soclal Council and the Goneral Assembly
congldered the international code

Jof ethics
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of cthics, they would consider that the text had no
connexion with'Unitad Nations ahd was unmorthy of it

Those two bodies mlght pthabs ba of the opinion that

the bab-Commission had wasted its time. Therefnre thio
code must stress the close ru1ationship between the
concern of the Unlte& Nwtions for fre@dom of 1nformation
and the general principles proclaimad in the Charter.

38. Mr, AZMI supported Nk hzkoul's proposal

which had the advantage of establishing a link betwaen' -
the work of the Sub-Commission and the 1&688 of peace.
In that conncxion, he recalled. thc text of tha m@ssage ,
sent by Mr, Cohsn, Asaistant oecretury-aengral 'n chargc‘
of the Departmsnt of Public Informabion, on the occasion'"‘
of the inauguration of the fourth sassion of “the Sub-
Coxmiseion, |

32. | . Mr, GANDHI commented ﬁh&t,‘éxée?t for tho
reference to & Just and lasfihg ﬁeabe;iMf; AzKBQI‘é
proposal repeated tho sécond paragrdph of the‘pr@amble;
He thorefore folt that the SﬁbécﬁmmiSSibn'mighﬁlmefely'7“
insert the 1dea of peace in the secén&”ﬁérégfaph. h

L0, Mr. AZKOUL felt that mno repet{tiaﬁ vas ihvolved
since his proposal dealt ﬁoﬁh ﬁith'éénsu'of'fegpdﬁ81btltty*
and with freedom of information. The Becond element wes'
as essential as the first since both wers bulvarks of

peace,
/Mr, AZMT
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L1, Mr. AZMI felt that the third peregraph

which Mi. Aikoui proﬁosed to 1nsurt gsteblished a closs
link between Trecdom of information, refeffed to In the
first'paraérabh the sense of reépdnsibllity mentioned
in the second and the -dea of the meintensnce of peace
which WaS very loglcallv introduced

ko, Mr. BINDER stated that he would vote wgaanet
Mr. Azkoul's proposal but that his vote would not be
directed égainet the malntenance of paaée oryagéinst the
purposess of thé United ﬁations; Hé héped that theré would
be no misinterprotation of the'inteﬁtions bf»th&se voting&
against’thé inéerﬁién of £ha£ taxt in the éode.’ ﬁu
nimsell yielded to no ong in hié ¢esire for peace and
justice.‘ o |

L3, Mr. JORDAN rcg‘v‘attad that Mr. Azkoul had
proposed the 1nse1tion of a tvxt which was comp*etely
unrelatod to the code of ethice and that he wes thus
obliged to vote against 1t. The Sub-Commlission vould

2o beyond its terms of reference if it esdopicd that ‘
text. It should ﬁrge Journalists to try to publish
accurate and objuctive news correspdnding to'fact.
Journalists werce not, howsver, professionally obligated
to concern themselves ﬁith the maintenance of poace,

/b4,  The maintenance
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4, The maintcenanco éf ﬁaace ﬁi&‘ﬁot de?end oﬁ froedon of
information‘alone: Dsstdus, 1t wasncbmmon knoyledgg that
certaln Governmente invokud that froodom to justify the
pressure which they'éxérée& in the pﬁblicat?&n of newve, .That
hypooritical attitude was vell-known and he Folt that tho
Sub-Commission should refuss o insert in thc codo mycherious
definitionhs which would merely ﬁl&y into theAhan&s.of
totalltarian regimea. He conéidered thé new text progﬁsgd
as dangcrous'ahd absurd and wouldAoppose its adoption.

b5, Me, GANDHIicoﬁcurred'to soms dogree in the
| opinlons which had been eﬁpréésed both in fé?ogr of and
against Mr, Azkbulls proposai. VAs a compfamise, hcA

1

proposed the addltion of th6&wbrds and to the peace of
humanity" at the ond of the first recital, e ’
L6, Mr, GERAUD agrecd withiﬁr..Gahﬁhi; Ho in
turn proposcd thc'following formula:band which ahpul&
bo forcmost in tho ostablishment of é Juet and lasting
peaco” . | | ’

b7, The CHAIRMAN feared that the lnsertion of

the new paragréﬁh propose& by Mr. Azkoul would limit
the scope of the codo of sthics by linking itkto\an
intcrnational political probi&m,which he hopad would
eoon be solved. He polnted out that membcrs of the Sub-
Commission were not ropresentatives of Governments on a

political organ of the Unlted Nations but rather. servcd

in the capacity of
/technical experts,
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technical experts, He 'therefo'ré conecidered 1t more
logical to adop’l_: Mr., Gandhi's drafting which related to
the poace cf-hmmnity m.géi::eml rether than specificaliy
to the current psriod. |

L8, Mr, AZKOUL said that Mr. Gandhi's proposal
took up only half of his idea, since it failed to make

a connexion between peace end a sense of responsibility,.
49, He rogretted Mr. Jordan's and Mr, Binder's remarks,
| While the text proposed by himself might be imterpreted
in e menner contrary to his intentlons, 1t was

even more to be fecrsd that public opinion would ascribe
to Mr, Jordan c¢ther moti&as than those he had cite_d.

50. He requested that lMr, Binder's cnd Mr. Jorden’s
statament should appeer in the sm;z:nary reccerd so tfmt
the public might Jjudge whether the reasons advanced by
them justified rejection of his proposal, He then asked
for a roll=call vote on that proposal,

51. Mr. DEDIJER stoted that the arguments advanced
on both sides had convinced him that M», Ackoul's |
proposel should be adopted, The maintenance of peace
was the beslc purpose of the United Nations, ocs well as

the most oritical problem fecing the world todey.

[Some fifty
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52, Some Pl”ty courtries had una animéusly ddopted Pesom:’
lution No, 2 0f the United Kations Conference on Freedom - -
of Information. The Sub-Cormission had been instructed
to study ways and means of Implementing %hat resolﬁtich;4“VAM‘
53, He further cited a provicion of the code adopted by

the Americaniéociétylbf Hewspaper [ditors in 1923 to the effect
that a journalisth freedom of action should be &imlted by

fldellty to .the prllC interest. That limitation wus

fully JustJflod end couid be lmroscd on 2ll the journaliSts

in the wbrlu; and the public interest in giobal terms meant. largely
not to misufe the press for war propaganda or prgpaggnda aga;nst
equal rights for all countr*ea0 I

5o Ee agreed with br. Askoul that the SﬁbACommiSéion’

could do no less then to adopt the latter's text, If . .

Mro Dedijer had drafted it Limsell, lLe would haVe fo”mulated

it did ferently and lrosdcaed i'; he felt howevar« that no organ

of the Uaited Nations could in ¢11 conscience submit’ an intére
national code of sthics uhich ¢id not contain atleast the idea ;

contained in the paragraph proposed. by Mr, Azkoul, . . L
55, Mr, BIIDER was eware of 1, Azkoulls good

intentions and admitted that the proposal would probably
have no hermful effect, He recalled, however, that-when
the United States delegation had voted for resolution

/o, 2
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No, 2 at the United Nations -Gonference on Freedom of
Informetion, it had.not foresean the use to which thot
resolution would -be, put-by Soviet propeganda, . Some
two years previously, the: USSR had launched @ cynical
campalen to persuade the peoples. of the world that i1t -
alone desired peace and thaet certain other countries -
wanted war,
56. He refused to furnish more grist for the mill of
Soviet propaganda, and would therefore vote gyaa'inst
Mr, Azkcul's proposal, -
57, "Mp, AQUINC seld that he hed heard with interest ' °
the Chairman's appesl to Mr, Azkoul to view the probleém: ™
as an expértjand not as an accredited representative.to
the United Netions, He found himself in the same pcesition =
as Mr, Azkoul, having also, though in a more modest faghion, '
token part in the drafting and adoption of the various
resolutions end conventlons mentioned, A distinction showld,
however, be mode between &n instrupent under which -
Goverrments assumed obligations - such as & convention - and -
a code of ethics intended for & given profession, ce
Naturally, iud concluding & political ggreement the Contracting -
Member States would seek primarily to achieve the purposes =~
of the Charter and would teke the world situetion into
account; but the document which the Sub=-Commission had

been asked to prepare should rise above the changing

/eituation
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situation, A code of ethice was o compilation of morsl -
precepts intended as guidonce in the exerclse of & profession, R
and in order to hiave-a lasting velus those precepts

should be stated in the moet general terms and -

should be cs detached as possible from current events,

58, Whils he egréed with My, Azkoul thot the meintenence

of peace would ever remain the goal of mankind, he also - - '
recognized the validity of Mr, Binder's apprehension that °

eny such formula es thﬂtﬂprOPOEed‘by'ﬁr.,Azkoul might be I
oxploited; he would therefore be compelled to vote ageinst

its insertion.ifl the precmble, in order to avoid falling

into the errors of the past,

59¢ Mr, GANDHI appealed to Mr, Azkoul to accept the -
compromige solution he hed suggested., Its advantege was

that 1t met Mr, Azkoul's wish to link the idee of

meintencnce of peace both with that of freedam of information
end with that’ of the Jowrnalist's sense of responsibility.
Inasmuch es the firet recitel stressed the fact that

freedcm of information was an essential prerequisite to the
maintenance of peade, while the second recital mede 1t

clear that in order to safeguerd thot freedom Jowrnelists

must exercise & sense of professional respcnsibility, the

obvious conclusion

© Jwes that
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was that since freedom of information depended upon responsibility,
peace, which depended vpon freedom of information would be
imperilled if there was 1o responsibility.

€0. "~ To insert a third recital mizht cause difficulties,

He persoaally did not shave Ir. Birder’s misgivings, since

he firmly believed in the ultimste victory of the true

forces of peace; but he dic not think that the responsibility

of membersof the Press towards mankind should be over—

emphasized; it had been sufficiently stressed in the second

recital.

él. Mr, JORDAN stated that he would not object to

the adoption of the wording proposed Ly lir. Gandhi. He
wished, however, to clarify s peint raised by lir, Azkoul,
The task of the members of the Sub-Commiseion was not to
reaffirm the purposes and principles of the United Hationms,
but to draft a code of etliizs for newspapermen; if they
overburdened that document by useless reference to previously
adopted conventions and resolutions they would merely‘
prolong their work and put another weapen into the hands of
the enemies of frecdom, It was common knowledge that for
the past two years, the USSR had uszd to its own advantage

the words "just end lasting peace".

/He was onposed
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He wvas opposed to inserting anything whatever in the code
vhich might feed the Soviet propagenda machine., That was
" why he considered iir. Gandhil's wording aceeptable, but

would vote against lr, Arkoulls proposal.

'62; | Yr. DEDIJER was not convinced by Mr. Binder's
and lr. Jordan's arguments apainst . Azkoul's propesal,
True; there was an immense gep betweesn ths declarations
and actions of certain Governments; the question had
even been spoken about by the fGenersl Assembly. lle
said that his country had perhaps the best evidence

of the disparity between the words and deeds of the
ﬁSSR;‘Witness the campeigns of slander and ,libel
launched by the~Soviet Press against his country in
violation of the principles of the Charter, in
perticular those of maintenance of friendly relations:
among na%tions and the equality of zl11 nations, large
and small, That had not, and would not, howevsr,:
prevent him from fighting with all the means at his
disposal for strengthening peace ad the imlependence
of all countries, It had been said that those were
slogans exploited for purposes of propaganda, Yet -
it was an incontestable fact that the peoples of the
world wanted peace, and that their collective desire
for peace was ﬁhe principal factor in the prevention of
- another war, The code could not but take into account
that fervent wish of all mankind,

/63, Mr, Binder
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62, Mr. Dinder apparently wished to denounce the

resolitions in favour of peace adopted by the United Netiens
ard fcrmplated with the participation of all I ember States,
inciuding the United States. Yugoslavia ‘had also teken
pert, in tha work;4itvcéntinﬁed to be faithful to the

ideas then stated and would spare no effort to translate
them inte reality, in the conviction that its endeavour
would, in the 1ast analy51s, contrlbute tostrangthening

the neaﬁe.

4. The Fress, too, shonld play a part in that work
end should effectively assist the nations in bridging the
gap between theory and pragtice, Mr, Gandhi's proposal
differed somewhet from Mr, Azkoulls in that it was less
closely related to the current situation; but no one
should close hiis eyes to the faet that in more than one
country ,]ournallsto were openly advocat*ng var, He
thprefore preferred mr. Azkoul's proposal and would

vote 3n its favour,

65. Mr, AZKOUL also thought thet Mr, Binder's
argument, founded as it was on ihe usé made by Soviet
propaganda of United Nations resolutions in favour of ﬁéécé,
wag invalid, If it were carried *to its loriecal conclusion,
the United iations would have to admit that it had v
made & mistaké and abstain from any fﬁrther exhortatiohs‘
of that kind, That was hardly to be expccted; and he

/recalled

r[79
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recolled that the United States delegation 1tself hed
submibted at the laat sesqion of the Genera1 Assemblv

a resqlut on entitled "Eqsent1a¢s of peace” which had |

been adopted by & lerge majority., FHe did not think it

proper #b refuse to‘leICw what was admittedly the right
path margiy becaugé;othere; léss‘well;intantioned, pretended
to folldw~it 'Moreovor; it should not be 3mpossible

to counxeract injurious propoganda by equally effective
propagand& serving a better purpoee. o |

66, In reply to: the Chairman, he agreed thet ina . O
cortain sense it was right to regerd the code as a document |
which stood above the changing eitﬁﬂtion; but he doubted
that the maintegunca;éf peéce,cpuld be‘considered a  o
temporary goael, for it could be assumed that the peoﬁles,~
oven if in the future they were to live in en idoal world,
would always have to continue thelr efforts to maintain a
Just and lesting pecce, Consequently, the insertion. of

the text he proposed eould in no way weaken tha future
ecopa of tho code of ethics. ‘

67. He wished to dissociate himself from those who felt

that & dooument of that kind should beer no relation to
‘the current situation, The United Naticne had had powerful
reasons for deciding, at that particular juncture, that

it was necessary to proclaim the principles by which

freedom of information should be governed on the intermational

plane,
/Those reasons
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Thope reasons were rooted in & situation which the
Sub-Commission could not afford to ignore.. . -
68, Neither could it dissocicte itself from the totality
of the work of the United Natlons, as Mr. Jordan . .
would wish, For his part, Mr. Azkoul regarded himself.
as g member dssignated by the Commission of Humen-
Rights, eand through it by the Economic and Social
Council and the General Assembly, in order to take
vexrt in a specific task which, within the fremework
of United Nations activities, promoted the realization
of the purposes of the Charter, Members of the
Sub-Commission were of course experts, but they were experts
elected by the United Nations in order to serve 1t,
He wos proud thet he could be reproached only with
Placing the interesis of the United Nations sbove &ll
othor conslderations,
69, Mr, BINDER wished to correcy the impression - .
that, by opposing the insertion in the draft code of a
statement which he lmew would be exploited for purposes
contrary to those of the United Nations, he had indicated
that the United States delegation had given up ite
efforte to maintain peace and that his country's foreign
policy was no longex entirely dlrected to that-goal. Ho
hoped that there would be no misunderstanding on that

score and that his personal sincerity was not in doubt,

/As & member
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As & member of a reX¥igious sect which for three hundred .
ysars hed worked for peace emong men and nations, he stated
that he had never faltered in his devotion to the:

ceuse of peace; by voting egainst Mr. Azkoul's proposal,

he would merely be reccrding his opinion tha{: the proposged.
text was not approprlate in.a . code of ethics designed
exclusively for the Journalistic profession.

70, Mr, AZMI feared thet if it persisted in its -
course the Sub-Commission would find itsolf actively
engaged in the cold war, He was esmong those who abhorred
propagenda, vwhether it ceme from the East or from the
Wost, and he eppealed to members of the Sub-Commission

to remeimber that they were sitting as experts and that they
must successfully complete their work. . He ‘therefore; -
moved closure of the debate,

71. The motion for closure of the debete was gdopted

by 9 votes to none, with 2. abstentions,

The CBAIBRMAN pubt to the vote Mr, Azkoul'se

proposal,

/A vote wos
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A _vote was taken by roll-call.

In favour: - Mr, Azkoul
Mr, Azmi
My, Dedljsr

Againgts ~ Mr, Binder
Mr, Fontaina
Mr, Gandhi
Mr, Géraud
Mr, Jorden
Mr. Silva Carvallo
Mr. Agulino |

Abstaining:  Mr. Chang

Mr, Azkoul'!s proposdl was rejected by 7 votes to 3,

with one abstenfion.

T2, The CHAYRMAN put to the vote Mr, Gandhits
proposal to add the wurds "end to the peace of huxizanity"
et the end of the first recital,

That proposal wes opproved by 8 votes to none, vith

A——

3 abstentions,

3. Mr, AZKOUL explained thot he had voted in favour
of the worde proposed by Mr, Candhi on the basis cf the
lattert's essurances that they esteblished & relation

betweefl the concept of maintenance of peace on the one hand,

/end the
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and the concepts of freedom of information and\the‘
Journalists' sense of responslblliity on fhé ;’other. He

was oonvincéd thet peace would be endangered'nof only

by restrictions on froedom of inforuetion but alvso by
breaches of profesclcnal ethics on the pa.rt'o’f |
lrresponsible Jowrnalists, whether in the East or in the Vest,

The meeting roge at 1 p.m,

- -





