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THE iiDEQUACY OF THE NE'VlS AYAIL!\.BLE TO 'IT:lE PEOPLES OF . . . . ~ 

THE HORLD AND. THE O.B$TAC~ES "TO THE FREE FLOw OF . 

INFORMATION TO THEM (E/CN~·4/Sub.l/l06, E/CN.4/Sub.l/114) , 

Draft of an international code of' ethtcs (E/CN·.4/Sub.l/125) 

second reading 

Preamble 

1. Tha CHAIRMAN stated that the Sub-Commiss~on 

would proceed to the socond reading of the draft international 

code of ethica·an.a. exprassed·the hope that member~ would 

refrain from presenttne proposals which re-t:ntrod.uced. tex-ts·, 
. . . . ' . 

or ideas eliminated durtnc the first reading. 

Mr. DEDIJER proposed. that the words "the 

be.sis" in the first paragraph should be replaced by :cme 

of the.bases". 

3. · Mr. GANDHI proposed the following formula 

instead of the wording subnlltted by Mr. Dedtjer;11 
... is 

vital to all the fundamental freedomsn. 

4. .Mr. D](DIJER ,.,ithdrew his ·propose.l in favour··· 

of Mr. Ge.ndht 1 s text· • 
. '. 

5. Mr. GERAUD.preferred to keep ~he orlginal . . ... . . . 

text~ 

~~ ~ndht 1 s proposal was adopted. 

/Mr. DEDIJER 
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6. Hr. DEDIJER proposed that in the second 

paragraph the Hords Hseek the truth11 should be deleted. 

In his opinion, the sole duty of the journtllist was to 

report facts or comment on them. 

7. Mr. AZHI · O:?posed !vir. Dedij er to proposal. The 

search for the truth \vas one of the essential functions 

of a journalist and that idea appeared frequently in one 

form or_another in the various sections of the code. 

8. r!Jr. BINDER agreed with }fr. Azmi. He would 

object to the formula in question if the text qualified 

the truth and thereby,implicitly prevented the journalist 

from seeking the truth in the light of bis.personal 

conviction. 

9. Mr. DEDIJER expressed the vlew tha.t a journalist 

should engage in the search for truth only to the extent of 

reporting the facts or commenting upon them. He ~herefore 

proposed that the text should read nseek the truth in order 

to report.facts or comment thereon" •. 

10. Hr. AZHI commented-that the second paragraph of the 

preamble was not intended to establish relati~nsh1ps bet\-Ieen 

the various functions of the journalist but to emphasize that he 

should have a sense of responsibility. The first paragraph, which 

contained the idea of freedom, and the second·, 

/which contained 
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whi~h contained the .idea of rc.sp9ftstbl'ltty were in a 

sense parall,el. 

11. ~~. GERAUD agreed with Mr. Azmi and suggested 

the following wording: -" s~ek the truth in reporting 

facts as welL as commenting thereon". 

12. v~. DEDIJER gave a concrete example to.prove 

that the journalist• s search for the truth was not al,mys 

(iirectly reflected in his professional activities, 

13. The CHJliRMAN commented that the idea of truth 

\?as purel3r Sl.lbjective and that what was true fol· one person 

was not necesoarily true for another. The search for 

the truth should therefore not be Hnked 'vi th the accurate 

reporting of facts. 

11~. Mr. AQUINO p::.~eferrot the pre sent text of . 

the second paragraph. He shared the views of Mr. Dedtjer 

but did not think that the amendment the latter had 

proposed eliminated all the difficulties because its 

adoption would mean that the sole function of the journalist 

would be to seek tho truth in order to report or coiJliil8nt-

on factsi Like eny other person, the jou:;-nalist might 

very well seek the t~tth for reueons which were linked only 

tndtrectly to the reporting of facts. 

l5 ~ Hr. AOO said that· if ~Ir. Dodi.jer wished to 

establlsh a closer link between the truth and th,e news, 

he should attempt to 

/do so in 
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do eo in the body of tlie cdde re. ther the.n in the preamble. 

Mr. Ded Ljer 1 s proposal was re je c~ed by 5 vote .!J':£3., 

wtth 2 abstentions. --------
16. Mr. GERAU'D and Mr. I•ZKOUL indicated that the 

dre.fUng of the second recital might well be improved, 

17. .Mr. GANDHI ];>reposed the follO'WLng: "'vhereaa that 

freedom can best be sa.foguardCJd thrr.mgh the voluntary efforts 

of the personnel of the press end other media of information 

t.o maintain and promote the spirit or responsibtlfty in 

which ••• ". In bis opinion that amend;m.ent woU:ld retain the 

thought of the author ~'Jf the text and. at the same time 

achieve the clarification sought by :t>lr. Geraud and llli'. Azkoul. 

18. Mt·. CHANG thought that the text might read: 

"whereas that freedom can best be safegnard.ed through the 

voluntary efforts of the personnel of the press and other . 

modia of' tnf'orma.tton by maintaining and. promotl~···" 

19. Mr. AZMI expres~od. surprise that the o.eep . 

stgntftcance of a text adopted the precedtnc day by an 

affirtnllti ve vote of ten memberL of the Sub-Commi.ostr . .m 

should be questioned. , He notod. that the second recital 

was intended to promote a spirit of responsibility 

am,ong journalists • 

/The idea· 
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The idea of the rEJsponsibiltty of the journalist ccml~- not 

be separated from the concept of freedom of tnformatton. 

Since the first recital of the preamble had. proclaimed 
' 

freedom of information, thG second sour;ht to give it 3reater 

force by stl'6SSt'!1B t):1e importance to it of maintaining or 

tf necessary arousine a feeling of professional responsibility 

on the part of the Journalist. 

20. In addi t" .. on, the text contained a third element: the. 

volunt&"Y contribut~on of. tho Journalist to the work of 
' " • • • > 

strengthening freedom of infOl1mation. There was no attempt 

to impose rulos .on the JPUl-na:Ust; out. only to w=tke him 

a'\-raro of the influence hts personal attitude migh~ have on 

the protection of that froedott. 

21. Mr. GEHAUD said thlat. he had grasped. the substance 

of Mr. Azmi 1 s. tdea, a.l)d beHoved that the. following draft 

reflected it: 11 \Vhoreas the protection of that freedom 

req~tred..that personnel of the ~ress and other media of 
. . ' ' 

in:f'ormatton, in secJking the tr:uth tn reporting as Wt>ll as 

commonttne on facts, try to acquire an increasingly keen 

a:waren.~ss of its responsiblities ••• " 

22. :Mr. AZK.OUL noted that the oric~tnal tuxt lacked 

clarity bocauso of tho expression "in order to" whtc~ should . 
rofer to the word "efforts" but which tJot;;~med to be linkorl to 

the wortl. "safeguarded", contrary to the intention of Mr. Azmi. 

/He thought 
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He thought that the formula suggested by~~. Gandhi eliminated 

that disadvantage. 

23. }-1r. SILVA CA."RVALLO also recognised that the text. 

of the second pa:rag-.caph of thu preamble requ tred ·improvement. 

No matter what wording >-ras finally adopted, the Sub-Commission 

should see to it that the important idoa of the voluntary 

contribution of the peraormel of the pruss and other medla 

of tnformatton to the protection of that freedom should be 

retained. That idea signified that protection of that 

freedom was not entrusted to Governments alone but was shared 

by journalists who should do· nothirJ8 uhtch might endanger . 

that freedom. 

24. Mr. GANDHI then proposed the folJ.owtnc re'\'Tord.ing: 

"'Whereas that freedom can beat .be .safeguarded PY 

the personnel of tho press and other media ,of 

information constantly maintaining and promoting, 

through tbeix- voluntfl.l'Y aot1on, tha ep1%'1t of 

responsibility in which they seek the truth, 

report facts or comm<.mt on them. 11 

25. Mr. AQUINO expressed ·appreciation of the efforts 

made to reach e. common ground but stated that. he prefcr;-ed 

lvlr. Gandhi's first proposal. 

/26. Mr. AZMI accepted 
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26.. Mr. AZMI accoptod. Mr. Gandh t' s second proposal 

which contained all of the oleiOOnts of th!3 original text. 

27. ~~. JORDAN also accepted thu second text proposed 

by :t.'Ir. Gandhi. 

28. Mr. CHANG and Mr. GERAUD wt thdrew their proposals. 

The second proEosal of Mr. Gandht~was approved by_l 

votes. to none with .4 abstentions. 

29. _ Mr. AZKOUL -qotf?d that the Sub-Commission's 

undue haste ~n seeking to conclude t ts work at the ~receding 

meeting'= vrhtch had led him to refuse to participate tn the .. 

vote, had mere.+y resulted in an unnecessary pr'?longation of 

the discussion at. thtJ current meeting. 
. . - . 

30. He proposed thu addition to thu pruamble of a third 

paragraph as follows: "1-Jhereas the attainm6nt of a .just and . . 

lasting peace dt;!pends in great deeree on freedom of info~tion 

as well as the sptrit.of responsibi+tty of personnel of the 

Press and other media of information." ,. . 
· .. 

31. He felt that that was an absolute minimum which the 

Sub-Conun.ission should accept. The text which hu proposed 

took up the idea qxpressed in the second 

/paragraph 
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paragraph of the J.)rsamblo of Resolution No. 2 adopted by tho 

Untt·od :Nations Confurence on Freedom of Information. It 

indicated the ideal to be sought ana refl0cted the hopes 

and anxieties of journalicts as citizens of tho wo~ld~ 

32. He felt that the discussion which had taken·place 

at the preceding meeting had not been conclus i vo. · Perhaps 

Ml:'. Azmt had felt that the reference to the Charter and. the 

Universal Decleratton of Human Rights tn the first paragraph 

of the preamble was Sufficient to take into account the 

considerations which certain members of tho Sub-Commission 

wished to express. Nevortheless,·while that paragraph referred 
'-,· I-, 

to the Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human RiGhts, 

. ' it merely recalled the fundamental human freedoms which 

ltere proclatmod tn pri'nctplo in those two documents rather 

than tho purposes which they set forth. Accordingly it 

contained no reference to.the loftly tdoala of peace, 

eoonamio and social progress etc. expressed tn tho Chart(;Jr. 

33. He regarded that as a mtstake. While ho would never 

agree that fret:;dom of information and of tho Pr<Jss should 
. . 

be governed by concorn fo:r truth, he considered t t \vrorJ.g for 

a document issued by a United Nations organ to contain no 

reference to what was, in tho last analysts, the 

Organization's very reason for boing. 

/ 3~·. Ht.J himself 
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34. He himself would have :preferJ:ed to have the SUb• 

Commission deal solely with the search for the truth. He 

reminded the mombers that they s~rved not only as experts, 

and ~epresenta.tives of their profession, but ulso on behalf 

of tho United nations. 

35. All the r.esolutions of the General Assembly 1 the 

Economic and Social Council and the Confer~nca on Freedam 

of Infor,mation relating to false and distorted news condemned 

such news as ulikely to injure friendly relations amon.g . ' . ' 

peoples" and not only as news which was merely inaccurate. 

36. The United Nations, an or~izationwhich was political 

in characte:r; 1 sought to ensure pe;.ii.Ce baaed on fr~edom. 

It would be unthinkable that a code of ethics emanating 

from that organization should not mention that basic 

' concern. The preaunt text of the codo took no account 

whatever of current realities; it might just as well have 

been written ,in tho ~8th century or two h'Ulldred years honoo. 

Be felt that such a text ,should reflect the Ol~sanizationts 

interest in safeguarding peace and establishing friendly 

relations among nations. 

37. Moreover it was not impossible that, if the 

Economic and oocial Council ~ the General Assembly 

considered the international code 

jot ethics 
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of ethics, th.ay would. conslder that thf~ taxt had no 

connexion with United Nattons and tvas unworthy of it. 

Those two bodies might perhaps bo of the op1niot1that 

the Sub-Commission had wastt:3d its tlme. Therefore thu 

code must stress the close rv.lattonshtp betwuen .the 

. . 
concern of the United N~ti.ons for freedom of infoxmat1on 

and the general principles proclaimed in the Chartor. 

38. 14r. AZMI supported MJ:·. Azkoul' s proposal 
., . 

'\'lhtch had the advantage of establishing a link between 

the w·ork of the Sub-Commission and. the ideas of peace. 

In that connexton, he recalled.the t6xt of the message 

sent by Mr. Coh£m, Assistant Secretary-General tn charge 

of the Department of Public Information, on the occasion 

of th:; inauguration of the fourth session of \he St1.b:.:. 

Commission. 

3). Mr. GANDHI commented that, except ror tho 

reference to a just and lasting peaco, .. Mr. Azl;ouJ.Is 

proposal repeated tho second paragraph of the proamble. 
' . . . 

He thorefore felt that the Sub-Cc:mntsston mLght merely 

tnsert the idea of peace in the secon.G. J..lcl.:Cagl.'aph. 
. . . ' 

40. Mr. AZKOUL felt that no repeti.ttori was involved 

•. 

since his proposal de'alt both wtth sunsu of rospo'ilstblltty'. 

and with freedom of information. :Tho ~ecoriti element was 

as essential as the first since both' were ·tn1hrarks of 

peace. 

/Mr. AZMI 
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41. Ivfr. AZMI felt that the third paragraph 

which Mr. Azkoul proposed to ins0rt established a Glose 

link between freodom of information. referred to tn th0 

first parar,raph, the sense of responsibility mentioned 

in the flecond and the idea of the maintenance of peace 

which was very logically introduced. 

42. Mr. BINDER stated that he would vote !:'.gainat 

Mr. Azkoul's proposal but that hta vote would not be 

directed against tho matntenancu of peace or against the 

purposes of the Unit6d lJattons. He hoped that there lwuld 

be no misinterpretation of the tntenttons of those votir:~G 

against the insol'tt<:>n of that text in the code. Rl;; 

himself yielded to no on& in hts desire for peace and 

,justice. 

Nr. JORDAN regrett17d that l'/.1r. Azkoul had 

proposed the insertion of a tvxt which was completely 

unrelated to the cod.e of ethics and that he we.s thus 

obltged to vote against it. Tho Sub-Commission ,,-oula. 

go beyond its terms of reference tf tt adopted that 

text. It should urge journalists to try to publish 

accurate and objGcttve news corr0sponding to fact. 

Journalists ~voro not, howvver, professionally obllgated 

to concol'U themselves with tho maintenanc~ of poace. 

/44. The mat ntenance 
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44. The> maintonancu of poace cUd not depend on fl"oodom. of 

tnfonnat ion alone. Ilestdus, t t was connnon knowle~..c;u tha-t. 

certain Governments tnvokud that frcodom to justify the 

prtlssure which they exerted in the pubJ.tcation of nm;e. That 

hypocrtttcal attitude was well-known and he folt that tho 

Su.b-Commtssion should rtilfUso to insurt in th0 codo my;;.;tcrious 

d<Jt'tni ttons whtch would merely play into tho hands of 

totalitarian regimes. He considered the now text proposed 

as dangerous and absurd and would oppose its adoption. 

45. Mr. GANDHI concurred.to some degree in tho 

optnlorie whl.ch had bean expressed both i.n favour of and 

against Mr. Azkbults proposal. .!'\.s a compromise, ~i;i 

p1•oposed the. add t t ton of thu words u nnd to the peace of 

humanity" at the <;nd of the first recital. 

46. Mr. GER.t>.UD agreed wt th Iv'll'. Gandhi. Ho in 

turn proposed tho following formula "and. which shoul.d 

bo forclllOst in tho ostablishroont of a ,iust and lasting 

peaco". 

47. Th~ CHAiffi~ feared that the insertion of 

the new pa.raeraph proposed by Mr. Azkoul would lf.mit 

the scope of the codo of uthlcs by ltnktns it to an 

inturnattone.l political probh,m \-Thich ho hopod \orould 

soon be solved. He pointod out that mcmbors of the Sub-

Commteeton were not representatives of Governments on a 

political organ of the Unlted Nations but rather. servod 

in the capacity of 

/technical experts. 
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technical exDerta. He therefore concidered it more 

logical to adopt 1·1r. Gandhi's dra.ftL'lg ivhich related to 

the peace of h~'lity in general rather than specifically 

to the current period. 

48. Hr. AZKOUL said that Mr. Gandhi's proposal 

took up only half o:f' his idea, since it failed to make 

a conr.texion betweE:~n peace end a sense of responsibility •. 

49. He regretted :t-1r. Jordan's and .Hr. Bindsrzs remarks, 
,S,, 

\'lhile the text proposed by himself might be interpreted 

in a manner contrary to his intentions, it was 

even more to be feered that public opinion would ascribe 

to Mr. Jordan other motives tha.n those he had cit~d. 

50. He rq,quested that Hr. Binder's O..'"ld Mr~ Jordan's 
. -

stat3ment ehould appear in the e~y record so that 

the public might judge whether the roaeona advancsd by 

them justified rejection of his proposal. He then asked 

for a roll~call vote on that proposal. 

51. Hr. DEDIJER stated that the arguments advanced 

o-.1. both sides had convinced him that Mr. A!'.l!:0\11' a 

proposal should be adopted. The ma1nteru4'lce of peace 

was the bus ic purpose of the United rJa t ions, as -vrell as 

the most critical problem facing the world todey. 

/Some fifty 
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" " . . " t· " ... 

52., Some fifty- cou.nt:.des had unanim6uszy·Mopted 1-e~:~' · 

lution No,, 2 of the United Nativns . C0nfcrence on Fre~OD).. 

of Information. The Sub.·Cor.uniGsion hud been ,instructe_d. , 

to study ,._rays and nG&<s of :!.:r;pl.::me11 ting that resolution~> 

53, He i'ur-t~1er cit,3d a p:;:-o7id.on of the code adopted ·by · 

the A.'ne:::-:!.can Society of lk·.-n~paper Ed:L tors in· 19·23 .to the ef.t:ect 

that a joUTnaln::'UJ i'.r<;ed.am of action should be l~l'Jlite¢1.. ~Y. 

i'ideJ.i ty to . the public .ir!tarest., That limitation wu.s . . 
' . ' . 

fully just:i.fied and could be inr:osed on all the journalists 

in the 'world; and. the 'rublic i'nterest in global terms meant~ .. largely 

not to misu,-:e the press for war ;prop<-:.ganda or propag_anda against 

equal rights for all countr:i.es, 

54. He ag~aed with Nr,. A<Zkoul tLat the Sub-Comra.ission· 

could do no less than to e.dopt the latta:::.·i s text .. ,, If 

Mr ... Dedijel~ had drafted :a hi~lf' he \lOUld nave fo:rmulated 

it di:tferently and tro&doned it; he felt, however, that no organ 

of the United Nations coulj in nll consci:;mce ·~ubtrlt: ruf inter-: 

national code of sthics 1..rhich d.id not contain a.t"least."the idea 

contained in the paragraph proposed· by }jr., Azkoul,. 

55, 1-ir. BINDER wr~s aware of 1:':",. Azkoulls good· 

intentions and ad:rni tted that tlw proposal would· probably · 

have no h~..rmf'ul effect., He recalled, however, that·when 

the United States ,del~gation had voted for .resolution 

/No.. 2 
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No. 2 at the Unj,te~ J1~t;to~· Qonfe:renee ·on Freed6m of 

In:t;'ormatio~; it. nad.not fQ~sean. the use to which thut 

resolution wou.l,d ·be. putc,by .Soviet propaganda •. Some 

two years previously,~ the:JJSSR ha.d. launched a cynical 

campaign tq persuade the peoples of the world that it 

alone desired peac~ end that certain other countries 

wanted '\'lar, 

56. He refused to furnish more :griJ.;lt · for the mill of 

Soviet pro:pogo.nd.a, and would therefo;ra vote .eea:tnst 

Mr. Azkoul' s proposal. 

57. · .Mr: A~umo said that he had. heard with intere·st 

the Chainnrul 1 s appeal to Mr. :\zkov.l to view the problem' 

as an expe:rt o.nd not as an accredited representative•to 

the United Nations. He found himself in the same position 

as Nr, Azkoul, having aleo, though in a more modest faeh:ton~ 

to.ken part in the drafting and adoption of the· varioils 

. ·; 

resolutions end conventions mentioned. A distinction should, 

however 1 be mude bet11een an inatruJP:ent under ··which : 

Governments assumed obligations- .. such as a convention - ruid · 

a code of ethics intended for a given profess-ion. 
... , ,'t. ·' 

Naturally, iH concluding apolitical ncreement the Contracting. 

Member States would seek. pr:llnarily to achieve the' purp·oaes 

of the Charter and would take the rrorld situation into · 

account; but the document which the Sub-Commission had 

b~en asked to prepare should rise above the changing 

/situation 
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aj.tuat1on. A cod.e of ethics was a oompil.o.tion of moroJ. · 

precepts intended as guidance in the exercise of a profession, 

and in order to have,a lasting value those precepts 

should be etat\ld 'in the ·most general terms and 

should be o.s ·c1etriched as possible from current events. 

58. While he aglfeed With Mr. Azkoul tho.t the maintenance 

of peace vmuld ever remain the goo.l of mankind1 he also · .·:.' 

reoosnized the vo.l1d1ty of Mr. Binder's apprehension that 

c.ny such formula as that proposed by Mr. .Azkoul might be 

exploited; he would therefore be compelled to vote oga1ns~ 

ita ineertion 1ti 'Ghe preamble, in order to avoid falling 

into the errol's of the past. 

Mr, GA:NDm: appealed to Mr. Azkoul to accept the 

compromise solution he had sugg·aated. Its advantage was 

that it met Mr. Azkoul • s wish to link the idea of 

maintenance of peace both with that of f:reeclom of informa.tion. 

and with· that:· of the jo-urnalist's sense of reapons1b111 ty. 

Inasmuch as the first recital stl·eased the fact that 

freedom of information was an essential prerequisite to the 

mo.intena.no~ of peac·e1 while the second recitoJ. mede it 

olea):' that .tn· Order to eafeguerd that freedom jatll;'nalists 

must exercise .a senee of profeseiono.l respenaibility, the 

obvious conclusion 

/was that 
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1ms that since freedom r)f info:r:!!lation depanded upon responsibility, 

peace 1 whic:h depe.nded upon freedom of h:forrnati.on v.ronld be 

imperilled if tl-wre WZ'.S no l'es;_Jonsibili ty ~ 

60e To insert a t:1~.r·d recital l~ight cause difficulties. 

Ee perso::1all;y did not slw.re L"r .. Bir:der 1 s misgivings, since 

he firmly belie::teu ir. the ul timr:.te vic tory of the t:r.1e 

forces of pence; but he did not tlli:nlc thl' ... t the responsibilit~r 

of members of the P:ress tO\mrds mankind should be over-

emphasized; it had been sufficJ.ently stres3ed in the second 

recitaL 

61. r·Iro JORDAN stated that he Hould not object to 

the adoption of the wording proposed Ly Lr, Gandhi" He 

wished, ho\-."ever, to clarifJ n point r~is0d by 1lr..., Azl:oul. 

The ta8k of the members of the Sui:r-.Co:rmnission 11J3.S not to 

reaffirm the purposes ancl pl'i:-.ctples of tho United rjations ~ 

but to draft a code of ethics for ne·~rspapermen; if they 

overburde~1ed tho.t docuner..t by useless reference to p):'eviously 

adop)ced conventions and resolutioas they would merely 

prolong their work a;.1d put another weapon into tl1e hands of 

the enemies of freodon, It was cori:rn.on lmov.1lecige that for 

the past two years, the uSSR had U88d to its 011.~ advantage 

the wor·ds 11 just and lasting reace11 • 

/He vras opposed 
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He vms opposed to insert:Lng anything whatever in .the code 

vrhich migbt feed the Sov-tet propag2.nda machine,. That was 

Hh~r he considered 1 [r, Gam~:~L t. s -.;ording acceptable 1 but 

v10uld vote aeainst I:r, A::>:koul' s proposal,. 

62~ Nr,. DEDIJER ,;as not convinced by Hr. Binder's 

and Hr ~ Jordan t s argurnents acainst rvt.." II Azkoul Is proposal. 

True$ the:re WM an immense gap betueen the declarations 

and actions of certain Governments; the que~tion had 

even been spoken about by the General Assembly, lie 

said that his country had perhaps the best evidence 

of the disparity· between the words and deeds of the 

USSR; witness the campaigns of slander and.libel 

launched by the Soviet Press against his country in 

violation of the principles of the Charter, in 

particul!l.;c those of maintenance of friendly relations 

among natio!ls and the equality of all natio:na~ la-rge 

and small.. That had not, and vwuld not, howe-v?r, 

prevent him from fighting with all the mefuiS at his 

disposal for strengthening peace a:1d the int.!ependence 

of all countries, It had been said that those were 

slogans exploited for purposes of propaganda., Yet 

it was an incontestable fact that tl1e peoples of the 

world wanted peace, and that their collective desire 

for peace was the principal factor in the prevention of 

· · another war. The code could not but take into account 

that fervent wish of all maru{ind. 

/63. Mr. Bimler 
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6.?-. Mr. Binder apparently wished to denounce the 

reso:1: :t ion_s in favour of peace adopted by the United Nations 

and fcriJ:nlated vdth the participation of all I·lember States, 

inc!.u.d ing the United States. Yugoslavia had also tt>J{en 

pt>~:l.'t~ in thnt ~-rork; it continued to be faith..ful to the 

id~as then stated and would spare .no effort to tra~slate 

them into reality, in the conviction that its endeavour 

would, in the last analysis, contribute to etrenStheniJl8 

the reace. 

64. The Pross, too, sho11ld play a part in that work 

a~ nhould effectively assist the nations in bridging the 

gap between theor;y· mld practio,e. r'U". Gandhi's proposal 

differed somewhat from Nr. Az:wul' s in that it Has less 

closely related to the 'current situation; but no one 

should close his eyes to the fact that in r!loro. than one 

country journalists were openly advoca~ing war. He 

therefore preferred !.Jr. Azkoul 1 s proposal and would 

vote :i.n its favour. 

65. Hr. AZICOlJL also thought that Iv'll'. Binder1 s 

argument, founded as it was on the use made by Soviet 

propaga.."lC.a of United Nations res-::>lutio::-Is in favour of peace, 
• 

was invalid. If it \-rere carried to its loeical conclusio:1, 

the United iJ'ations would ha,·,re to ndmit that it had 

made a mistake and abstain fron a..v further eY.hortations 

of that kind. That was hardly to be exrocted; and he 

/recalled 
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recalled that the United States delegation itself had 

submitted a~ the laat session of the General Assembly 

a reso;Luti.on enti t~.ed "EssentieJ.s of pence" vrhich had 
' . 

been adopted by a large majority ... He did not think it 
. ' 

proper to refuse to follow what was ~ttedly the rie~t 

path merely becaw:e others, leas well .. intentioned, pretended 

to follow it. ·Moreover, it shoULd not be 1mposaible 

to counteract injurious propaganda by equally effec~ive 

propaganda serving ·a better purpose.· 

66. In reply to. the Cha~:rman, .h,e agreed that in a 
' ,· ,. ' ' 

certain sense it was rtght to :rega:d the code n.s o. document 

which stood above the changing situation; but he doubted 

that the maintenance. of peace could be considered a 

temporary goal, .for it could be assumed that the peoples 1 

even if in the :future they were to live in' an idoal world, 

would aJ.ways have to con~inue their ef;f<;>rta to ma.~tain a 
' l . . ,. . 

Just and le.st:tng peo.ce • Consequently 1 the · insertion, of 

the. text ·he. proposed could in no way weaken the future 
• < 

scope of tho code of ethics. 

67. He wished. to dissociate himself from those '\'tho felt 

that a document of t~t kind should bear no relation to 

the current situation. The United llatione had had po'lrerful 

reasons for deciding., at that particular juncture, that 

it was necessary to proeleim the principles by which 

freedom of information should .be governed on the international 

plane,. 
/Those reasons 

· .. :' 
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68. Neither could it dieaoci~te itself fr~t~ totality 

of the :work of the United :r.iat .. ::ont-:: 1 as Mr <> J ord~·l .. 

as a member d3sig:no:ced by tha Commission of Ruman 

Rights, and throueh 1 t by the Econarn.ic and Social 

Council and the General Assembly 1 in order to take 

part in a specific task which, within the framework 

of United Nations activities, prarn.oted thG. realization 

of the purposes of ~he Charter. Members. of ·i.;he 

Sub-Comm.ieeion were of courae experts v but they were experts 

elected by the United Nat~.ona in order to servG it. 

lT8 was proud that hu could be reproached only w:t th 

placing the interests of the United Nations above all 

othor considerations. 

69. Mr. BINDER wishe<\ to correc~ the :llnpression · 

that, by opposing the insertion in the draft code of a 

statement which he knew would be exploited for purposes 

contrary to those of the United Nations, he bad indicated 

that the United States delegation had given up its 

efforts to maintain peace and that his country's foreign 

policy was no longer entirely directed to that goal.. He 

hoped that there would be no misunderstanding on that 

score and that his personal sincerity was not in doubt. 

/As a member 
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As a member of o. rGltigious Beet whi.Gh for three hU.Ildred : _ 

~ars had worked for peace ~eng men und_ nations,.he sta.tecl. 

that he had never faltered in his devotion to the :-

cause of peace; by votinl} against Nr. Azkoul' s proposal, 

he would merely be recording- his· o'pinion_ that the proposed 

text was not appropriate in.a.oode of ethics designed 

exclusively for the_ .journAlistic profession. 

70. Mr. AZMI feared·.:tmt if it persisted in its -

course the Sub-Commission would find itsolf actively· 

engaged in the cold war!' He was emong those who abhorred 

propaganda, whether it came fra.m the Eeet or from the 

Wost 1 and he appealed t~ members of the Sub-Commission 

to remember that.they ware sitting as experts cnd·that they 

must successfully complete their work •• :lie· :therefore,;-:-· 

moved closure of the debate. •,:.: 

71. The motion for oloeure of the debete_ was Q.dollt.ed 

by 9 votes to none 1.-w1-th 2, nbatentions. __ .· .. 

The CHAIBMAN p\it to the vote- :Mr i A.Zkoul' s 

proposal. 

/A vote was 



In fav~: Nr. Azlcoul. 

:Mr. Azmi 

H:r·. Dedijer 

Hr. Binder 

l.tlr. Fontaina 

Mr. Gandhi 

Mr. Geraud 

Mr. Jordan 

t4r. s 11 va Carva11o 

l~r. Aquino 

Mr. Chang 
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Mr. Azkoul. 1 s ;proit2sal was re,Jec.ted P.z. :z:. ,votes to '1 1 

"'vith one abstention. -
72. ThrJ CBAJJiMAN put to the vote Mr. Gandhi • s 

-
proposal to add the iNrda "and to the peace of humanity" 

at the end of the first recital. 

T,hat ·£?Is:eosal wu,s ,O.Mro~...PJi~lL.Y£.!i!!!L t.ct p.oP,e., .lrJ,t]l 

l abstentions. 

73. Mr. AZKOUL explained. that he had voted in favour 

of the words proposed by Mr. Gmldhi on the be.s1s cf the 

latter's assurances that they established a relation 

between the concep<;; of mnintenance of peooe on the one hand 1 

/and the 
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and the concepts of freedom of info1111at1on and the 

journalists' sense of responsibility on tl~ other. He 

\·rae convinced thc.t peace would be endangered not only 

by restrictions on freedom of inform.o.t1on but also by 

breaches of profeseic:no.l ethics on the part of 

irresponsible journalists, "ivhether in the East or in the West. 

-----
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