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Re;presentative of the Secretary-General 

Secretary of the Sub-Commission 

APPROVAL OF. THE REPORT OF THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE SUB"COW·ITSSION 

(E/CN.4/Sub.l/L.l7) 

Mr. AZKOUL1 . Rapporteur, presented the report of the fifth session 

of the Sub-Commission. He wish.ed to thank the Secretariat for its co-operation 

in the ;pre;paration of the report. 

In accordance with the usual procedure, the annex to the report 

contained tl1e Sub-Commissio.nrs resolutions in suitable form for adoption by the 

Economic and Social Council. No substantive changes had been made in the texts. 

In annex B a slight change had been made in resolution II, which in 

his opinion reflected the desire of the Sub-Commission that only the section of 

its report dealing with the draft international code of ethics should be circulatr' 

to national and international professional associations. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed appreciation of the Rapporteur's admirable work 

in preparing the Sub-Commission's report. He suggested that the report should be 

considered chapter by chapt.er. 

It was so decicled. 

Chanter I 

Cha;pter I was adopted without comment. 

Chapter II 

Chapter II was adopted without comment. 

,9,hapter III 

Chapter III was adopted without comment. 

/Mr. f.lOULIK, 
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Mr. MOULIK, regretting that he had to leave, paid a tribute to the 

Chairman and stated that he would have voted for the adoption of the report as it 

stood. 

Chapter IV 

?-'lr. GEHAUD reminded the Sub-Comr.dssion that he had written his ow 

-;-roposals for the new organ in a. memorandum. His ideas about the requ:tsite 

machinery for, and duration of, the proposed organ had been totally different froJJ: 

those adopted. He wished his protest ae;ainst the Secretariat t s refUsal to 

circulate that memarand~~ as a document to be recorded in the report, in connexio~ 

with paragraph 64. 

b~. AZKOUL, Rapporteur, observed that an insertion of that nature WOQld 

be something new and he could not take the responsibility for setting a precedent. 

The Sub-Commission must decide. 

'I'he CHAIR!vlAN suggested that if ~.:;r. Geraud•s protest was recorded in the 

report, the Secretariat's explanation ousht to be recorded as well. It would 

be more usual, however,~for it to appear in the summary record. 

Mr. EEK (Secretary of the Sub-Commission) said that, when :tvir. Geraud 

had asked that his menorandum should be circulated, he had been informed that it 

was no longer possible for budgetary reasons, to circulate statements as working 

papers, as had been done in the past. The substance of Hr. Geraud r .s 

memorandum had, hoivever, been duly reproduced in the summary records. 

The CHAIRHAN put to the vote rv~. Geraud's request that his protest 

should be re.carded in the Sub-Commission's report; 

Mr. Geraud 1 s reguest w~s not granted, 3 votes being cast in favour and 

3 acainst, with 5 abstentions. 

f"ct~. BI!-lDER 
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HJ;. BI!-JDER said that he himself had prepared a memorandum to which he 

attached considerable importance, but had not ins:!.sted on its circulation precisel~' 

because Hr. Geraud' s similar request hacl had to be refused. 

Mr. 1\ZKotJL, Rapporteur, vltts prepared to ins·~rt a paragraph stating that 

.i>lr. Ceraud had maintainedhisopposition to the joint draft resolution because it 

nnd failed to toje into account the substance of ~lis memorandum and to c;iYe the 

reference to th~ su.1nmary record in 'flhich it had been reproduced. 

I1r. GF;.FA'UD accepted the Rapporteur t s proposal. 

~haptr:r IV, thus 81:'~nded 1 W"'\3 nd2J'1te<" ... 

Hr. SILVA CARVALLO, refe1·r.h:.g to pnr:1r;raph 85 of the report a.."l.d to the 

note in the fi~1o.l pnr<.'.[:'ruph of cnncx n, ::-.skC'd "\vhc1ther tl::.e Economic and Soclal 

Council woull1. 'be ,, . .p(') r·-Q o·'"' t'le ''1lb COl"'il!l.; ~ .... ~ Jnl ~ re~olu"'·l· Q'Yl en T ,, ')~~ons·> and ..... .~1~- 1 
..... ,. •• c. ... ... O- t'* • ~ .J.. .. ')o...)...._._ n- .·, r., .... "' =-. ...:.--~' 

\lhcth:=r it 'tloulcl t:b:: B.ny action on the subject in view of the absence of a 

resolution for adoption by the Council. 

Nr. AZKOt:L, Rapporteur, ex:plG.ined tho.t 1t had been inpossible to prepure 

a specific reso1v..t·l.on foi' aC:.optior c:,~ the Council because the measur~s which the 

Council -.:·rould rle·:::·1 :i.n t~1c mn.tter ccu.lcl not be nnt:Lcipc.ted. The 

resolution on u.dor)t:;d b:r the Sc.:b-Comnission v..-ould, however; con:.e before 

the Counc:i.l whHh ~~ou].J. have to resell a d.ecis:Lon on :Lt. 

r.rr. P. II. CFJ;J:JG asked that parag~.:'ap'!1 86 S'aoulcl be expunded by adding 

inclc:dinr; the :Ct.l1 te:r,t of :1:.'.s drG.ft resoL~tion (E/CN.VSub.1fl1l), as 

and by 

:~n(:v~rtinc o.:::·tvre:c£1 tho wcrds "::>uch as" and n confiscation" in the second sentence 

the words "the syr3tem of handouts, the restriction of correspondents f r.J.ovements, 

1,;he closing of channels of information", and the words 11 and ktlling" between 

11 imprisonment11 
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"impr1somoont" and "of 1pqependent-minded jourmliata". It had been stated 

in the press that Mr. Binder ha.d abstained from voting because he had 

asserted that he had not lmown to what malpractices the draft retsolution 

referred. 

Mr. BINDER obserYed that, a1 though he was u..~illins to c ounte:::J.nce 

any malpractices, the subject had not been discussed at all. Had it be3n1 

his vote might well have been different. If the changes asked by 

Mr. Chang were made, it might look a.s if there ha.d been a debate and his 

abstention might be misinterpreted. 

Mr. ZONOV said that to include draft resolutions which had been 

rejected in the report was wholly contrary to United Nations practice. If' 

Mr. Chang's rejected draft resolution was inserted, he would insist that . . 

there should be no d1scr1m1mtion, and that all of his own pro-posale which 

had been rejected should also be included. 

Mr. AZKOUL1 Rapporteur, said that 1t was United Nations practice to 

refrain from mentioning in the Rapporteur's report the names of countries 

which were condemned; they were covered by the phrase "in certain areas of 

the world which were enumerated in the proposal". The full text of 

Mr. Chang' a dra.rt resolution had not been reproduced, as that would have 

entailed reproducing the texts of all the other rejected draft resolutions, 

some of which ha:d been very long. He could, however, substitute the 

words "recommending to the Economic and Social Council that it recommend 

to the General Assembly" for the word lf concern1ng11 in the second line. 

Re had included two ex.a:mples of ma1praot1cea cited by MI-· Chang in 

int,roduc1ng his draft resolution, in order to show that that member had not 

left his accusations vague; but to add f'urt.bar examples would be not only 

cumbrous but unfair to the other members, who had made substantial 

statements on other matters. As Rapporteur, he could toke no reaponsib111 ty 

for making any such ,unprecedented changes; it was for the Sub-Commission to 

decide. 

Mr. LOPEZ agreed that to reproduce the text of rejected draft 

/reeolut1ona in 

-------------------- ""--·---~·---- --~· -----------
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resolutions. in full was contrary to United Nations practice, but thl'! 

expression ''in certElin areas of the worldn might b.e made more apec1f1e. 

Mr. WAITMAN thought that the countries should not be r..amed and 

that a rejected.· draft resoluti.on could not be reproduced in full, but 

suggested that the words "1n conmluniat-controlled countries" shouldbe added 

to the title and that more examples of malpractices might be included. 

Mr. P.H. CHANG accepted ~~. Waithman'e views, and withdrew his request 

that the full text of the draft resolution should be reproduced. 

The CBAIRMAN, speaking in his personal capacity, moved the closure 

of' the debate on Mr. P .II. Chang' a proposal about the addition to the title. 

That motion was ndgp"Fed .bY 6 votes to Jz with 1 abstention. 

The CHAIBMAN put to the vote Mr. P.ll. Chang's :proposal the.t the 

words "in communist-controlled c<:"untr1ea" should be added to the title. 

That propOsal was a.dcpted by 4 votes to 2, with 4 abctentions. 

Mr. PLEIC, Mr. ZON(N und Mr. DINDER maintained that the report 

should not include matters which had not been discussed. Mr. Chang l~d 

~erely introduced his draft resllution. If bis views on that occasion were 

to 't]e re'P.roduced in full, they must insist that their state.mente on other 

occasions sheuld be similarly recorded in the report. 

Mr. P.H. ClJANG said that it was not his fault that no oae had 

discussed his draft resolution. He must insist that his remarks should be 

recorded in full in the report. ne had given no lese than twelve examples 

of malpractices in the countries enumerated in his draft resolution. 

Mr .. AZKOUL, Rapporteur, refused to take any responsibility for the 

lack ·or balance ·in .the report that the adoption of Mr. Chang's proposal would 

entail. 

The CHAIRMAN called for the vote (")n Mr. Chang' e proposal tba. t the list 

of examples of malpractices should be expanded as be ha.d indicated. 

That proposal was re,1ected b£ 6 votes. ·to 3, with 1 a·ostention. 

jMr. PLEIC 
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Mr. P~IC said that paragraph 89 of the report, devoted to his draft 

resolution concerning the ~ture ~ork of ~he United Nations in the field of 

freedom of information (E/CN.4/Sub.l4/Rev .. l), contained only one of his 

reasons for moving the proposal. He would appreciate it if the Rapporteur 

would record the other reason, which was that studies and research work had 

been carried out and that the necessary data and factual material had been 

assembled in the field of freedom of information. 

Mr. AZKOUL, Rapporte'L1:}:.'1 said that that woul.d be done. 

Chapter V was adopted. 

Chapter VI 

Chapter VI was adopted without comment. 

Annex A 

Mr. AZKOUL, Rapporteur, said that Mr. Waithman had ~bjected to the 

phrase in article I of the code of ethics, "the personnel of the press and . 

information" 1 on the grounds tho.t "personnel of information" was meaningless. 

He therefore suggested replacing that phrase by "the personnel of the press and 

of all other media of information" 1 a form of words which already occur.red 

in the preamble and had consequently peen adopte~ by the Sub-Commission. 

Annex B 

That suggesti..,n was adopted. 

Annex A, as amended, was adopted. 

Annex B was adopted without comment. 

The report as a Whole, as amended, was adopted b~ 1 votes to 1, with 

1 abstention. 

!-1r. ZONOV explained that he had voted against the substance of the 

report, rather than against its form, which ~ms unexceptionable. At its final 

session, the Sub-Commission had become a platform for slanderous accusations 

against certain Member States; furthermore, a number of very important 

proposals which he had moved as amendments to the code of ethics had been 

rejected, whi.le various other proposals of which be strongly disapproved had 

been accepted. He had bad no option but to vote against the report. 

/Mr. BINDER 

""·--------------------
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Mr. BTIIDER remarked that he ha.•1 voted in fa.voUl' of the re~rt ~cauae 

it .. rep;r~aented s met.ieulqusly a.ecura.te ac,eount 61" the Sub-Commisaion' a . . '. . . .. ' 

proceedings; his vote should not be construed as implying a. general~~proval 

of those proceedings. 

Mr. LOPEZ had also voted for the report. The Sub-Commisoion 1s final 

eeseion had. been the most fruitful of its. ~e:reer 1 a.nd the vigour with which it 

had a.d4ressed itself to ita formidable agenda only in~ree.sed his regret that that 

career w~a about to be cut short. He hoped that the higher bodies would give 

favourable consideration to the Sub-Commission's recommendation that a~Qther . . . . \ 

epe~ial organ should be set u~ to deal with the question of freedom of information. 

l'<lr. WAITHMAN stated that, if he ha.d b~n present during the vote on the 

whole of the report, he would have voted in fav~Ur of the report, aa an exact 

eummary of the Sub-Commiseion'B work. 

He had thought the Sub-Commission's work should be take~ over by a 

temrctarybody because he regarded the present eontraction·of the area in which 

freedl"tttl of inforn:ation »revailed as temporary. 

Mr. GERAUD bad found the report to be entirely accurate and fair; he 

had abstained simply because he bad disagreed w!th moat of the decisions reached 

by the Sub-Commission. · It va~ a source of dienppointment to him that a group of 

eueh capable men ~hould have conce~ned themselves almost enti~ely with trivia and 

techniealities, and he could only hope th~t the Sub-Commieoio~ would rise like a 

pr~enix from ita ashes with all the e~ergy1 daring and ardour whieh its task 

required. 

t-ir.· P. H·. CHANG remarked that, while the Sub-Commission had perhapa not 

dcue all that might have been expected of it, the amazing thing was that eo mueb 

a.greeme~t had b~en reached on a. nu:nber of importe.t'lt eubjeeta. 

Mr. AZKOUL aaia that, if the Sub-Commission bad none no more than allow 

o. "lumber of independent experts ~om all parts of the world to eome together n::. .. i 

fr~ely to ex~hange their views, tba.t e.l.one would_be a. great Rerviee to the cf.us~ of 

t~eeuom of information, a. ca~e vhieh vas dear to the hearts of all those present. 

R~ e:~;:_?rc!!:>~d d.eeiJ a:pproeia.tion for tho Cha.1rman' a 'l.lllf:e.lt..erlug lcadersh1r ru1~ for 

~h~ 3~~r~~~1att~ invaluable aid. 
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Mr. BINDER congratulated the Chairman on the visdom, fairness and 

patience 'With which he had conducteu the Sub-Commission's debater;, end the 

Ra:pporteur on his industry and skill, and thanked the Secretariat f'or its 

zealous co-operation. 

Mr. LOPEZ 1 .Mr. W.ttiTBMAN, lttr. SILVA C.t'\RVJi.IJ..£>, Mr. P. H. CHAI-JG and 

:V..r. I'LEIC associated themeelve~: vith Mr. Binder's remarks. 

T'.ne CHAIRMJU'l said that the situation with r?gard to freedom of 

information in the worUl seemed more hopeful than when too Sub-Cormnission had 

begun its work, for which the Sub-Commission was at least to Eome extent 

responsible. 

The present session had been pil"ticularly' successful. The 

Sub-Commiegion had adopted a code of ethics which, if freely accepted by r~ws 

personnel and adapted by them to their need£, should serve as a valuable guide 

in their noble mission and as a we.poo protecting them from undue interference 

frcm any source what€ver. Tlut ~lub...Cca:miseion had also recommer.ded to the 

Economic and Sociel Council the M'tabliebment of a er;ecial organ to co:;tinue 

the worlt: of the United Nations in the field of freedom of information, 

indicating an excellent method for choosing the mem.ber:a of that organ, a 

method in which govern.'llents would have no pert ar.d vhich should therefore lead 

i:.o the selection of f'ully independent experts. In e.d.dition, tr.e Sub-COCltidGsion 

he~ adopted resolutions dealing with practical mattere, such ae the shortage 

of neweprint, and had urged the Genera.l Assembly to ex:pedite the o~ning for 

signatme of conventions in the field of freedom of ir.:forn.ation. 

~he Sub·Commiesion might not always hnve achieved concrete results; 

b'L.· its gre.lt merit was- to have cleared the ground for the organ which, he 

hope1.... would succeed it. That organ would no longer be concerned with 

theoretical diecusoione, but ccr~l1 proceed at once to deal with the practical 

problems which the Sub·Commissiou had recommended to the attention of tt.e 

Economic and Social Council. 

The Sub ... Commission could therefore retire with the consciouf:ness ot 

he:vins done its duty and of having in some measure help;ld the cause of freedom 

of information. 

He wished to express hie heartfelt gratitude to ~1e Vice-Chail~, the 

1:\e:pp::n·t...e"U" 7 the m.em,bers of the Sub-comm::t ss ion and the Secretariat. 

Re deelered the fifth session of the Sub-Commission closed. 


