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THE ADEQUACY OY TRE NE\;JS. AV:\ILABLH;. TO THE P1<:o? f ,.. ]"! ~. 
.l .. _._ 

1. 

Willinms, found or of the Mise•Juri Schu:.'l Df J c:urnetlism .. 

world .. 

The :intent wc.s not t.c. hav;.;; tho creed 

a code ·of othics hec'luss it c.:id net includ::; ccrtrdn e~:.sentL.::.J 

. ideas and •wms a~lclres:sed :)nly. to jcurnalists, a single 

category of the pers0nnel'?f thd prgss anJ ~ther ~edia cf 

inf0rMation. NovertheleS3j Mr. Ganihi considerBrt that the 

{' b c . . h .. 1 . 0U.- omm~s.s~c::n s , .. ::.u.Lc .. ta.:<u of the crJ~~; such ·a~ticn 

would e;;ntai;L no ccrr.tm:L tmc:mt ··.f. a.ny kinc1 and might ·be ;~;f 

service t~J the; press as a vlhr:.~l.i~· 
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valuable stGtamr;nt s hrlci b•:;en published by incii vL~ue.ls 

·,t 

those 

precs;-·ts 

e.nd nims f..::,rt:H1LH,.:;d. by : .ther jclllrna.list.:c; r:.n·! prr::fsssi )!1~1.1 

ass )Ciatic·r"sn. 

1-'iished to pay to ens ._;f hi'3 en~inont c:;mratricts. He 

American J"urn:llisrn; b~ ha. l spent most cf his li in the 

newspaper and h~~ been a piunsar in pr0fession3l tr3ining: 

his scho::-1 he.d b&en t.he firct ·_;f its kind in the Uni t·,:!d Stat<;;;S 

6. 

pr:Jposal, tha Sub-C :->r:a"':lissi )n \>lfO~Jlcl t:> scrr • ..; extent indicate 

approval of the princirles formul ed by Wqlter Williams. 

/ Ho J.•erscmally 
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He personally cO'uld nbt · stib·Scri'o'e .,to those principles 

without reserv·atibn.' Point r.t-"' ... ·d --+·' ·..,; .. "+--he ~ a·ve -~ vna ,, '"' . 

"the journalism which succeeds best . . . . .. fears God". 

The Chairman' could not' adopt as. his o\v::1 those tv:o 

Ste.ternents. Which '\rlere COntrary· tO. pi~ idE~<?..S as an 

~ndl. v·J.· d1.1al an'...i •a··s· ·.,., iO""'l''~ll··~+ · :· ·> "'- "" ... \...i. .. ~l t.: ~ ~ .iC~. ._. <...) .• ',, < 

7. M.r. JORDP.N ·3xpressed tl<lk vie~;· that the creed 

of \~'alter WilfHim·s:, ·~1hich h;3 r~ons:i'dered as a smug and self­

satisfied stat:'ement·, should riot ,:be 'the ·su'Lj ect of' a special 

resolution··bu': (co'uld b~:: iricl·tdc~d' ·:rn· the documentation to 

be tr~nsmi tt·ed. tb Gover£lr.'1ents hh'd tc( 'information e.gencies 

on behal'f ·of t'he · [;1.lb-Co:nmissioft{·· 

8. 

9. 

Mr. ··D}DDIJER' fmppofteu ·;lliT'i--~ ·.Jordan's suggestion .. 

~t. GANDHI s~atibd th~t ;h~ :had been given 

assurance that in !1ny c~1se the creed ·of ~Jalter lv:Llliams 

would app~ar :fn tha clo'c'·~Hn.'::::nt'ation t6 be distributed by 

the Secr~tary-'General. That ~,~as understood •. , Nevertheless, 

he ·urged' the Stih-;Couu:lission to-' pay: o: ·tribute to a late 

_master of' jmirn&lism v.rhose cie·ar.iand dit·.::;ct ··statement of 

principles. eloquently exprc::S'sod·. the ·,feE.: lings \A~hich inspired 

all journalists worthy ·of t'hg ·rtame .·' · · 

/The CHAHu'VlP.N put 

:·:. ... ,· 

: •' 

; , .. , 

. .. . ;':·:. : ; 
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10. The CHAIRMAN put to the vote .Mr. Gand.hi•s 

:rro·ooee.l with the emen1ment EJtl(?gor:l'ted. by Mr. Azmi. 

~JB.t...ll:t:~J?.ooau~~aclo'Pte:Ll?Y .. ,5 vo~es ~- one, ~:!. th 

5 nbotent1ons. _,_, ___ ....,.., .... ........_"' 

Draft reoolution on acceos of fnmiliee of accredited 
-~-~--~~--·............._ ...,.,_.__ .......... 

~B J1j!:t:Oonnel Jl2..££~"fie,s_y.h.<?!e zneet±PeS Of tha .£u_~ 

Nat1o11a. a;nd. it,q_ §?.,~c.1.f!.1!.~ed. e.zW$1! ,are he.J8 

{E/.Cl!!~i.e.u:£.Jl.+£-.2.L. 

ll. Mr. AZICOUL recalled t.t'i.at, when the United 

Nations had been set up, agreements he.d. been concluded 

.. between the Orgardza.t:ton on. 1:.he ono hand. AJld tte 

Governments of the United States of America and 

Swi tzerlcnd. on the other hand, '\'Ti th a view to ensuring 

to persona connected with tho Organizations the 

privilege and immunities required in tho ~rtormance of 

'heir functions. 

12. Persons whose a.ctivitios :wero. directly coDD.ectod 

with the work of the United. Nations could. be cliv1ded into 

three cate~ories: Firat, members of delegations; aecona, 

Secretariat personnel;. thinl, journal1ste, persona not 

directly under the jurisdiction of the Organization but 

whose activities were essential to the implementation of 

1-te principles. 

13. The agreement between the United Notions and the 

Government of the United States prov1d.ed. for certll1n rights 

and privileges for persons in the first two categories, 

notably the riGht to be accompanied. b7 their :f'amUies. 

/On tho otbor bend· 
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On e ctlwr h::~nd, journ:1lists v-rho vrcr::; accr';dited to th~? 

United !L'"cttions did 1-:;.ct .-:r:joy tbu.t ricbt ::~r.d vlCrc t.h,:rcfore 

f:lt the mercy of Govt::rnmonts on whos•~ t·.::.r'ritori fle .,=; United 

~ i~ &ctivities or 

14. He was not unmindful 0f thG fact that th~ vas~ 

credited to United Nations 

h ::tdquarte:rs brin~ their fa~ili~s to . '· 

Nr.::<.·l York. 1't:·.: fs.ct t:hn':. th8t had not b•J·an true in all 

than a right grantud by the United St1tes Gov0rnment. 

which th\:: Associs.tion of For~Jign Correspondents Accr,3di ted 
- .. -4''' , __ 

to the United Nations had launched o protest, but he 

would lik~; the Sub-Commission to 8Xprsss its concern ;::"J.t 

t situQtion. The Secretary-Gen~ral w~s currently en~aged 

in n;;~got:Latio:ls with th'.J Uni t.;d Stntes Govornmer.t with a 

viet·: to settling th,:~ specific case to which !'<lr. Azkoul 
.. 

had referred; adoption of his dr~f~ rcsol~tion 

might perh=ps b~ helpful in bringing 

thos•:: nogotiations to a succ•;s:::full conclusion. 

/He feared thQt, 



T:'/'"'.r ,/'''h. 1;-·-- .o.3 ~ vl'•"+ ou ... i.:>.tt. _ 
F 3. Fe.; ~~: 

'. 
16. t., if tfH proal•'),;; 1,.r~s n:Jt scttl :;d, 

1. o•irr r,. ~ '.' ... <: 
V ' '.', 'j_...;.. ,_; '..1 I; 

'' 
to t.nJ·~ r. lo ~iods of ssp~ration from th0ir fa~ili2s 

or c;f:' 1"1:; j,. .... ··-· ~ .. up ~he;ir 

ti~::~s. 

rn indlc~te1 that :he ~bscnca 
. ·-of 'c'l.ny provision r_·r:,~-:.rdin.g th·.~ familic:s ~f jc;1rn:tlists 

l~~:i c d St,c:tas cor:s i r·?d jourm:.lists 

r~c2n journ ists SG~t ~broad h~d nev}r re-

Jn:Lted 

fon.:ign of other 

vis~ 

to the United Stat0s ha~ bc6n denied tc th f0mily of a 

journ:tlis-c 

/who ·He:::: e:.ccrsditk 



who w~s accredi d to the Unit2d Nations but did net 

th tln t t.ha t v"~ ry ubtful en;;:; c 

')(' 

"'·· '~'. n.c: W:l.S !10t tl·.at res '.ltion, 

Ivir. d it as superfluous 

21. 

the; pre·-

visi~ns of the agrce~~nt batwecn the U~itsJ Ntio~s 

United Stet~s Government ru .ceduro 

f~llowcd in accr0. ~t 

22. Mr. AZKOUI~ h:::.d re:;f._rr:::d tu th::; 

0 right accorded tc as a human be 

Decl::~r'<.:ticn <)f Humc.m Rights. If thE. U t•3d St3.tes 

of Li.~> [!:::' f ssion 

. 1. t . 1.. • t• •t• a J c urrr1 l s nu.r::!!t en,!:.:t!?;e . 1n "'c 1 v:t lC: s wrlicil it diu not 

to refuse tc accradit ~io rather thBn t~ ac 

23 •. J.., '"l rl ,... ,· 
J.J..._ ... ,,.,..t •lV 

t hi:-n 

wished merely tc take nota of his dr2ft rescluticn: 

he cnly scu~ht to dr~w 

ly 



t ·~ t t, c n t i c n r . f t. Ecsncmic 'J.nc S:;ciai CcuY!cil t-J the 

tJK<.:m pl::.ce; 

uc~blc obstacle whic~ t 

t uccrcait ~Lern nnd 

2l3o by r2fusi~~ tc perxit t~eir fami ss to en~~r 

U . t. ' 
n~ <~~ ·'-~ 

t~ .. :1 

tc St~tes; instea~ ~f prsnibiting 

pr0fcssicn~l ststus it h&d any d~ubts, the UniteJ 2tnt8S 

25. I•Lrcnvor, t::di tors-in-chL:f Jhll0St el~·;qy~'l h:~ri 

up en 

GJvcrn~ont ~r the c0untry 

s~r:t. 



26. Mr.JCRDAN st~tcd th~t in pr 

WJ:1S w.ill.i.ag tc;; SU:[)port l'lr. Azkc f S draft 'rae:clutJ-.;.n but 

WUUld hBVl:l tc abstain in the VO because he did net 

knclti th(; j ils · IJf tlw case whicl': hJ.rl led ":,. 
~ . . suoml3SJ.on. 

27~ The Unitad Nati0ns wss o kind 

he did not know whcth;~r.it (:mjcy~3d extr~e"territcriEtlity 

in thi.:: Uni te(.l StTtes but, <."!hethe:r .:.."'/ {:r:-t it did, tllc t 

f2ctor· cc~plicated the ~it11ation~· Journalists accredited 

to the Uni tad NL'ttiuns cvuld rH't b•3 ccHnparBd tc journalists 

who wont to uny other fnr,~ign country. In the fi~al 

analysis,· it was the United St~tes G0v0rnma~t which decided 

to the Unite~ Nations. 

28. ivicro::_-,vcr, 'since any nerson·· acimi ttc'd to ths Uni tsd 

Statas had the rif.:ht tO mcve freely any'...,rJ:;t::rc in that 

country , it was 'iuits n:ltural that the United States 

Gcvcrnmertt should seek to provide safeguards in ccnnexion 

with jcurnalists. ~Lo in principle wete accredited only 

to the Unit~d Nations~ 

29. A very delicate question invo~ved and Mr. 

Binder had net been completely corr~ct tn 8Stablishing 

a~ abs0lute parallel botween the sition cf journalists 

who ~tvere accredited to the Uni t..:;d NatL.,ns and foreign 

correspondents in general, 



30. 
t • 

tc !·~~~. I~in,13r o"nct 1'-'ir. 'J .. ;r:'ian, fJrz:;:;_[n CiJrr·0:S.r)orld.e~1·t:; 

since jturnalists couli not reech 

Unitc:l Nations 

United StPtes t0rrit~ry. 

'3 ~ .L. 

~md J~::.cial C··,uncil t~· study the 11!U8St:i.0n;. T·f,r •. ;,zk:~ul 

merely intE-;d cut th~t t1 r::::n .'tfl?..S ;;:mtitl ;~.: tc live 

with his f.<)r::ily; his ;:iraft resolutic:m. wr1s p.erf.:;ct1y 

32 

c.f t.·he .United St3 tGs G;)vcrnrnent 

principle that journalists wha.Merc ~ctredited to the 

~nited N~ticns sn0uJ hnVe the r~ght to brirtg thei~·r~milies 

~ri th thern. 

•/Nevertheless, 

I . 



l •• 

WLl<.:rt 

3 4.. 

35, 

t~) the 

3"""' . ...-. 

37. 
+- h ·. l.• ..... 

·r, r. ·, ~· ... 
" .. L 

. ' vrJ sn that ~Gurnalis~'s 

Iv1r. · ,~ zk cml.t s 
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d.Ll r.ct wish to prejv.dg<~ the decisfon 

which th~ EGonornic and :ocial Council might take: he merely . ,(, 

~Iishcd to call it:.s attention to a legJ.l que;;;tion which vias 

of concern to jou1nali~ts. 

39. t.r. AQUINO moved closure of the debate. 

f1·1r. Azkcul' s pro·)osal 1·ras adopted. by 7 votes to one with 

J abstentions. 

Draft ...!:£!solution prop-::>3,E;P_.i~tntlL_bX ,i>·l~~-. .Q~r.qiud, . ~rtt.Q · 

r·4r. Az~nl.. and !lr. Azkoul ( ELqN .. 4LSub'=l[l;3_0Lg.!l'!.·l) 

40. r:r. G:S.RJ.UD err:phas::zed that in his memorandum to . .. 
the 3ub-Commi:::sion ( E/C~!. 4/Sub.l/106) , the Secretary-General, 

·after listing some twenty obstacl•.;;s to the free flO,,! of 

1nformatj ')n, l.nvited the 3ub ... Comrninsion to ::tudy tpose which 

there t._ras some hope of eliminating, It was permitted to 

worrier~ however, in the current circumstances, how such a 

task ·was to be acGomplis}.!ed., Governments vrere becoming 
·,. 

incr'.:asingly jealous of their sovere.ign-cy. Further:nore, 

neither of t.he t'<¥0 draft conventions prepared by the United 

Nations Conference in Geneva in ~948 was in force; the only 

one :IIJ'hich had been adoptE~d had not yet been opened for 

signature and its 

/fate 



t<;a~ct oVG!:' the or:er.1.t,j on of CJn,:e:ntious 0:1 fre?dcm o:f 

i nfor~ru:tt ion a-,d to rnGol ve J.ny p:robler;!s o; ~C'<:.t.i~io:r:ed ~~t their 

entry into for~e. Under present conditions, t~'lt path seemed 

to be barred for a~ indefinite time. 

41. Since any a~ttoa lr tho internati~nal (lel~ a?peared 

the Sub-Com~issicn's ctt~rts to the prcfsssional field. It 

considered set tin~~ l.~p a. journal:'.st~.:i'. court, r:>f _nonc·ur. Those 

attor'pts had be1~n t.-t-:Jrth making; but t.he :Jub-Sommission should 

accnruplish still ~ore if jt ~ished to leave k~nt~videu with 

C':>nclusion -:>t 1;:reat internatio::r..l ccnven:':;ions ir::posed. u.pon 

ent~d tht-; •.-torld toclav and ,,-hich thre:::rtened frer.!dom of infonna-. ' . - " .. - ' 

tion as Fell, the importqnt t,hing \"1<if"· t-0 prever1~ thrtt free­

dom from lo3ing furthex~ gr.::>U:r,/~, an it h.:::.d been dping for 

the past ten yBar,s .. 

42/I'hG Sub-Commission 



42. The Sub··Commission \;tas not competent to act as an 

arbiter or a redresser of v.;rongs V,:18-a=vis flny Government: 

but; it 1.1ould still w1.eld a certain amount of pm·rer :tf 

henceforth i.t v1ore to a•:.:t as a board of registry of all 

governmental and other measures infr:in ging freedom of 

infc)rmation directly or indirectly, \'lith or without ca9se. 

43. He realized that the publi.cit,y given to the Sub-

Conunission' s findings ~'>Tould have no effec~t on totalitarian 

r~gimes; it v.rould certainly,on the other hand, ha,rr~ a 

'moderatinr; influence on those Governments whtch believed 

that respect of hu..!la.n rights wa.s an asset to the people and 

which, knowing that restrictive measures 't.rould not pass 

unnoticed, ""oul d hesitate to take them. 

1.,4. While the Secretary-General's memorandum described 

~he nbotacl~s to freedom of information, it f'ailed to j_ndi­

cate :the ,,ast causes under-lying those facts, causes ~.M'hich 

1:1ere perhaps more important than the facts themselves. 

For the acccmplishm3nt of such a task, the Sub-Corrmmission 

needed n:Jt a neN organ rnodeled on the International Labour 

Organisation's f,:Jct-flndine and conciliation commission on 

freedom of association, b11t a small perm!J.nent group "1hich 

·could gauge 1 m~;nth in and month out, the ebb· and 

/flow 



:!:'low of fre 

report~3 on ".:he 

Con~mis:don or t'i:l~ E.'conor::i.c and Soci2l C:ovncil vv,J:1Id m:'lke 

·be fo:.tnd in .::rticl0 3 of the draft· conver;.tior: on freGdom 

of information. 

45. He stressed that the proposal he bad submitted 

jointly •:vith lVlr. Azrr.i anc, 1-lr .. i Azkotd {E/Ci~ .. 4/Sub.l/130/Rev.l/} 

""ms only a roup:h draft to ·>~hich eDch m~mber of the Sub-

Co~mission should put his h~rtd, If, as he hoped, the 

idea stood the ttJSt of scrutiny, the Sub .. comnis sion 

might be able to ·make a pred.se recommendation to the 

Econ,jm:Lc and Socia.l Co1mcil which the 1-SJ.tter r:.1e:1t. find 

useful. 

of th~ opc:rati 70 part of tb.~.~ draft reEJ()lution as fc.llovm: 

each of s 

sheet of freedo~ of iLformatian of the Press throughout 

the world on th:;; b2 si ~) of data r.,?.C•:i v.:J·:'. since the preceding 

SC::.'<SJ.on of tho S·.lb-Co:mni;;;:::ion'' • 

eloquent sta.tcm.-ant 2.:1d rcco.:;o;ntzel th':l full importance of 

first glance, th8 draft rGJolutian in 

/qu-estion did not 
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ques~icn did not se~n to be either UAeful or practical. 

The Sub-Cornrr:is::;tcn .l~Lr·?::dy received da.ta frcm Governments 

in response to a raou8st of the Secretary~Geter2l, that 

is to s:1y, Euch t:1 :::s t,he Gover·nments h::td vdshed to 

com~1mnics:ce. .·.t it;:;. lest session, the Sub-Commisf:ion had 

requ·.:=:sted tl'Hs keep th!:tt information . 

1'P to c'~t· ., --r.:l ~-t -'-h ··x~ -~o·,...,.., s·e· t.:~med tl.,..,n~c-sc:"ry t-o set .. u.p ,.., t~. \,.;' <i ... l.;_l.. ...... •..J ,_;_!\_-::. ·.:,J ..,c; ,--;:~ ..,l;.V ;-;; ... u ....,. 

po v-rould. certPlinl::.r r:>ee':: 1.dth the opposition of' th.-:; Fifth 

CcmmittGe of the Gs 

votud 10nc.; cisr::ussions t0 thE; grc!v.rin.c r:umhcr of United. 

'!.n coll. ctinr d.:~t-::: on fraedom o.f inf::-rr~ation, 3nd it ~'laS 

~bcassary to avoid OVLrlep~ing. 

s:i. s, be W''S inclin::d t.o doubt th:tt more det::dl-

t.hought tb.::.t oth!i':r sot~rces might ,,.d th profit be e,::>nsuliied. 

~·3:.3 E:tnd, to cbis knov-:ledgc:, th Associc: .. t d 

tak2n in variouD countries to restrict or promote freedom 

of infcrm~tion. 1 ~ S cr~t&ry-G~ner~l could certcinly 

(.rpri st:s ~o complete his 

th::ct no ·additional costs vwuld 

It~ . "' f de suggestea 



49, He suggested that the Sub-ConMissiQn should dAfer 

for the moment ~ny decision in the matt2r and should pro­

ceed to :3. full discussion of th8. problem· as n wholG at 

its follJwing seseion, when it hRd examined repliss from 

Governmento and 2ll the informatior: that the Secrt~tary-

G~;nerqJ. vr:mld have obto.J.!"led in tho me:mtime in accord.::mce 

with i tt5 in::-;tructions. Tho qusst ion VTEiS in any case too 

importcmt to be rlucid<~ci. upon without .furth<Jr reflection. 

50. Mr. AZMI understood Mr. Binder'8 pref0renco 

i:3sucd .fr'Jm time t.c time rather than frorr. Govern!Tlent.'31 

30urces, HE: wished to point outJ how·SVi::r, thr:tt. the draft 

resolution took that possibility into account, since it 

was provided in sub-paragraph (c) that the officr.3 to be 

set up would analyze the l0gislative ~nd ~dministrutive 

rnoasures takl:;)n by Government.s ''by means of. :::ppropriate 

r0saarch and studies". 

51. H h . d h o emp aslze t.at the princip~l motivation of 

the sponsors of the joint proposal had beGn their alarm 

and 2nxiety with regard to freedom of informntion in 

the world. Restrictive mensures :incre::.sGd from d1.y to 

day, a.nd not only in the countries which had. a controll~;d 

Press. 

/There was a second 
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iL'iupting th8 drE;ft rc solut io:1: in hi::. vie:\<r, t!h~ S'.lb~ 

Corr1missic·n C·')u.+d no-+:.· be satisfied ,,,lith the results of the: 

ion receivsd by him, for exn~pl8, was a letter dat~d 16 

Jco.nu.:~ry l950 announcing thc.t studi:::s - in particular a 

r8port o:r !;:r. Fcr!l~.Ld T~;;rrou.- bc;d bc-t:.n 'H!Ci::;rtaken and 

"'0','.1.~ rl... b'P... t. I''"~- <;'\"'.'.·1· +-vt. ·,': r! 1 ~.-1~-. "'.'1'. H.' r. ·nnr' ~:;C.]' ,.., ~ r1 ' t ~ 'l r Sl, ch !C\'n n < • :>. • • ~'- , • _. - L 'J C: I ;,; •. L. ~· ... J '~ .. • J. ... J '-" C. •! 

purpcse of collecting the: dcJC1.!mE.nt:ltion n..:;cd.::;d hy thP. 

S~1b-Co:r.ur.is s:i.on for its \•mrk. 

53. 'tvr,r •• H .. 1 ·.:~,-l.P .. -.rl.;.p .. __ T.i_~·'{ (R·'"P~•·oe<Yt'''···t·1y·:> r.i' +~1''• Sr::f''t"w+-~r·r , _ - • ·:,. C. '·• ·-• .:,_, J .H.'l. .• .L. ·:,. ,_ , vl ,., .; ~ • ,_. \_, ,;: ) -

General) d~ew l·'lr .. ·Az!Tli' s etter~tion tc. dJt-:U!"lent 

T-. ·• ; r····· ., _.""·-~·-'- .• L·::) rc-.ised by 

lVir. t zn:i • 

54. H(:; r-JC£;Jh:ri tL.::1.t the ;.;i!b-Comrnission, -'ls notad in 

sessions of the progress cf documentaticn snJ of any 

.sir_:n:i ficant deYelopr.:c:;nts in crmr..exion ~vith· the Pr~grc.;;:m;,; 

of 0Turk 11 • In accordance with th.~t rc qtLst., tho Se cretery-

General had issued two reports on the prc:grc;ss of 

do curr:Dntat ion; 
/the reports h~d 
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the reports had not been issuPd mors l~r for l.;:tcl-: of 

mat al. It should be realized that a work o~ compil~tion 
+ 

such ~s that carri~d on by tha S~cretari ri::::quirt;;Gl minute 

preparation, "Ghe r';2.1.1lts of which ~;, caJ7!e cv:.i,. r.t Q~:.ly in 

the long run. 

5::: ;:;. H\:' also recalled tr.tat the Stlb-Comrjissi.on h.ad decided 

at its laet 3cssion to reqtH.;st the SE:crc:t::ry .... Gen.::-ral nto 

consult with the Director-General of UN;scu a. 

apportioning thl:; work of docum:Anting .••••. ir.... such .. a .vrr;.,y as 

to utilize the resources of both SecretRriats to th€ best 
. ' ' 

Pos ,..J. b·l··· ""dVa"'•t ,..,, . ..,.,n ( E/ 1 360 p..., ' '.,_,/. - ' c (~ .. J·. ~- .J .:;, 0...;; \ .J..,. / ' . c .. 
~ 5 \ .L I• ~A. s a. I\~ 

. ·_ "\ . ; . 

decision, part of the work h::1d beEn nssi qd t.o .DNt~SCO. 

56. In those circurnstanCE>S 1 he did not think th9.t thG 
. ~ ' ' 

Secretary-Gene.ral could be reprqachsd fqr faj 1 ip.g to t:::ik·3 
' .• . . . . ~ . . . . 

the action called for by the Su?-qor.unission' s .resolutions. 

57. Mr. FARR (United Nations Educational~ 8ciGntific 
"' ' . " . - -..... 

and Cultural Organization} recalJ.cd that UNESCO h~d:,recently 

!lttemptcd a study :1nalogous to tha~ propo.secl. in the dr.3.ft 

. resol'l.tion before tlE' Sub-Cpr.u·rdr-;;sion. ctor~Qener.:1l 

of UNESCO had thought th.J.t op. the first ann;L V\.;;rsary of the 
w • ' '· \ : • . . 

adoption of the Universal DecL1r;~tton. o,f. Human Rig~t'S by the 

Ge'n8.ral 

{ltsscr.1~ly he 
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~ss€m~ly he might publish _a re-rlew of measures f'Or 

implementation of huJnan. rights taken thrcug!rout the wor!.d 

during the preceding year. The UNESCO Secretariat hJ.d 

accordingly bean instructed to conduct an enquiry into 

progrc;ss in th·3 field of freedom of information .. 

se. The r~eults of thet enquiry had not beEn published 

for various reascns, but the; story th.;;y told was grim nnd 

depressing. 

As of 10 December 191-~-9, censorship had existed in 44 

·countries q_r territories, comprising half the world's 

population. Sir~c'~ 10 Decerr:bor 1943, 13 countries had 

adopted measur'e''s restricting the frc;e flow· of inform:.tion; 

in 10 countries, certa.in n.:wspapers, magazin3s and films 
, . 

had been prohibited; 7 c'ountries had forbidden impo:cts 

of certain books, newspapers and films; 12 countries hrtd 

curtailed the freedom of foreign correspondent~ or ~ew 
' . '• ' .. 

agencies; and 9 of them had eithar expelled co~respondants 

or refused them entry visas. All the regions of the world 

were represented on that list. 

59. TherG were other obstacles e.s ~..;11: O"Jer_ 50 countries 
' 

imposed customi duties, po~~al taxes and other r0strictionJ 

on import$ of foreign books; most of those restrictions' 
."' . .· . 

·, . . 

had been introduced in th~ past few years. 

60.. UNESCO's information was derived from sevepal 

sources, among them official gow.:rnment publications, re~·. 

of UNESCO's NC?,tional Committees, and sourees such as mentioned 

t by Mr,. Binder. 



61., UNSSCO could bordl~ publish 2 dccunent ;c~~£ing 

crt"~ting of 

conditions in ell thn couatrias in th0 

would have bean un,j113t to pronrmnce j1Jc: 

by UNE:::CO. ...... •. 

n,; ':f·n· .._ r ,-,J.• s·c·>c t (J C\ C' "Cj rr ·;, ,-.y.. 'r·j_· ,., P\ 
. ~--'-b . u . '·'· ' . ':· .. ,j .,.,_ --··-~ J·""' ·~ . ·~··"• 

how (}overnr::ents Y.Tcul·~ intc:q:.:ret tbe p::rrnz -~ 11 n.::w lezisJ.ati ve 
~ . . . . ,_ 

example, list such fin['ncial nv;asur)s &s rcstrJ.Ct-1on:.; en 

. f . . b k l 1rnp~rts 0 .. newspr1nt, ~ecJras, oo s Ln· rsstric-

msJsy.rss taken 

which the 8ub-CoG•:nisf7i ::>n \K ... uld be f1.c\~cl: i.f t:h~ ,:;_a_t.::t it 
' 

cover all the pGssible kin~s of restricti0ns Gr bec2use 

.they had been submittEo:d by vary fevv c·;untri&s, its conclu~ion::: 

could hardly be ragarded ~s an accurnta b&lance shaet of 

freedom of inf0rmation and of the Press throu~hout the 

world. 

/65. With regard 



65. ~ith re;ard to Mr. Terrouls report, he ~xplained 

th~s Nr. Teriou had ~een invited b~ tiNtscO'to prepare a 

Com:ni 0sion h:d ~:ot y -~-v rr,- :::si ved the r12port because i:. 

rep:cc~sented 3. conslic":rable tasr., whidt had beE;n :.urther 

delayed by the author's il:ness. Mr. Farr had, however, 

received a suTm~ry of the report. Part of it was devoted 

to a study of the la-.v::_; gJvcrning, in· part ict<l::tr, condj_ tions 

for setting up and J.dr::i!ll ster i:1g Press and infoi-1~1c:i.tion 

ent::::rpr13e:~, 'types o:· fin;s tlut co·:.1ld be authorized, their 

directors 2.nd 1Jdito.cs. ::n enotlwr section of tlie report' 

Mr. Terrou ex1.r:ir:,:; j lav;s c:Hiort 2d to ncct currerrt economic 

or fjnancial diffic~lties cr to protect and assist dom~stic 

enterprises··by such ~cthods ad granting theffi reduced postal 

and t clecorr,mun:Lcat iori ra-J::;cs. 

66. Mr~ GERAUD thcught that with respect to doc-

um.:.mt.?tion to b(~ furni s'h,;:.::t to the Sub-Co!:im:i. ssion, UNESCO! s 

Com.,....,et~nc-, ·r .... .t"' ,l·.....,...~~+r;-.o' +-~ ..L..~-cl-"l·"lJ·c~l a"T"f'::)· ... -+-r·· !"'\.::- v·;·rl.O'U'=' , _tJ .• C t~ W 7 0 ..L .lU ..L •.n.:; , C• ·) \..· C ' L .a - ....._ ,. u }' :, \,.; '-• .:C> '-" J. C, , ..._; 

problems; he was ther2forc surprised that it should have 
. . 

been asK: eel to prsp:J.!'(! a i~c:port '.\'hi ch, e.pp!J3.red 'to deal largely 

with political and administrative matters~ 

·jv·r Ll o HUMPHREY 
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67. 'Tlr. HUMPHREY ( Repr·esent i v(_ cf th.( ,S:J·r:: t rlry-

th:~ Sub -C-:)mmi s sion 

had adopted the princi nL:; of di stri l:Jut:ing the 't>'OTk bctl-TeEm 

the United Nati~~~ ~~co '1nd not 

of dividing their co~petence. UNES h bssn mr~de 

responsible f0r th:; Terrou r>:por·t snlrly lJE:C? .. use Mr. Fern:md 

Terrou, who apneared to be the perscn best au~lified to draw 

it up, lived in P1ris. 

6$. Mr. GA~DHI noted that the dr~ft resolution 

merely r:1ised ·again a pr0blem t'lhich Sub-Comrrd.ssion had 

discussed Cl.t l ~t itA prcccdin~ ses on. In his view, 

the basic rdm of th•'?: dr1f't resc)lution w?...s to convince the 

Secrctari",t. th.qt it nmst redouble-; its t" ·n~ts to obtc.dn the 

d·ocucentation rEH}uired by the fh~b..,Cm~lr.:nission. He· f·Jlt th::1t 
tbat 

/aim had been 'lchieved by the dcba.te v-;!:ich lnd taken place 

and that there W9 s nv he,:d to take a i.tct;,;1. 

69. For his part, his complaint vn~.s not that d0cument-

ation did not rc him, but that it reached·him t~n late. 

He suggested thnt hcmcef0rth all m:1il sh.:)uld b:a sent out in 

, two copies, om"3 to thE: G.Jvcrnrnents and the other t:J members 

of thE Sub-Commission. L.:1stly., he. hop,;:;d th"tt the SecrEt at 

would be nble to :JUt a q'-1arterly circul:1r lEtter in 

order t·) keep mbmbe·rs infor.ned of the char.gi:1g citu':ltion in 

the field cf information. 

/Mr. HUMPHREY 



E/CJ./ 4/Sub .1/SR. $) 
P.Cl rrp 26 

'-""~::.'-

70.. Mr. HUMPHREY (Representative of theSe-

ere ry-General) re~lied th~t delLys nust be attributed 

ct that, as ho had inted cut, the Sacre-

tr:ric:.t' s l:.tti n wc•rk w.::s still in its initisl 

procedure provi1e~ that basic documents nust be 

distributed lssst six woeks~~eforo the 

of a scss1cn, th~ Secretariat wculd do it~ utmGst 

to obey that pr0visi n in the future. 

71. Mr. BINDS:S. c sk~d vJh-3 t acticn was nec,:;;saary 

for tha periodic reports cf the Associated Press, 

vlhich he had menti befor2, t be included in the 

Sub-Commission's officie..l docuinentaticn. 

72. l'Jlr. Hill/1PHFCY. (Representative c.f the Se-

cretary+General) indicated that the Secretary-General 

was unable, without prejudicing his siticn, tc 

circulate on his uvm ini ti:Jti ve. documents prepared 

by pri vc.te ~rgani zn.ti ns and attackin::; Governments. 

The Secretariat wculd, ~~ we7ar, include in the docu-

nentaticn it circulated eny de cumant s.:::;lected by t1r. 

Binder, fcrthe circulc-1ticn ,j.f which r·f;.r. Binder would 

himself take the resplnsibility. 

/Mr. AQUINO 



73. Mr. AQUINO, recalline th~ statcm0~t rf 

increc:::singly lir;:i ted. in most count ric::.:, :.·.;isr;ed tc 

make it clear that . 

alarm in that rBspect, siPce it had, in the words of 

former Governor Mc!tlltt., "the f.~:'Be.st P:r·es.::; cf our times" 1 

a Press unaffected hy any cf the restrict:..ons which 

members of the S~'b ... Ccrumis!liC'n u.r;.animot~sly ccr:der:med. 




