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Mr, AZKOUL (Lebancn)

CMre AZMI . (Bgyrt)
“Mr, BINDER ~ {United States of Americs]
Mr, P. H, CHANG . (Chias)

C
Mro DEDIJER | (Yugoslavin)

I’ir. ’}P'AI:II’ HI ( l-;\]iﬁ)
Mr. SER:UD {France)

My, Fillk - - . 'United Nations Tducations
Seientific and Cultural
avion (UHESCO)

in

Category i:

Hre. SALMON - Werld Fedsration of _
o S Tuited Moolirns Ageceia-
Tk vy e
e de kD
Sacretarict:
r, HUMDHRE Beprescntatlve of vhe
Decretary-Gepneral

Mr, HOGAN - Secretary of the Sub-
Comnission



E/QN L/ 3ub, l/gn.CB
Pa”’c. 3

THE ADEQUACY GF THE N&WS AVAILABLE TO YHE PaQGrLIL OF YN
WORLD #KD THE OBSTACLE3 TO THE FUEE FLOW OF LINFOZM.TION
CIC- THEM (E/CN.L/Oub,1/1C6)

Proposal concerning tho code of othics gralfted by ¥Walter

Williams, f-under cf the Miscoupi Scheel of Journalism,

- presented by Iir, Gepdbi (B/CH.4/3ub.1/i28/Rev, 1)

1. - “Mr. GAWDHEI, in prosenting his propegal; stated
that aftsr studying soveral similcor statenzate of yrinciple,
he had been impraesgsed by the creed formulated by ﬁ&ltef
Williams, founder of the Migsouri Schonl of Journalism.

That crsed which seb forth very lofty ideas, daserved to

be brought to the atientim of the jourralists of the

world,

2e - . The intent wzs not te have ths creed sdopted 23

~a code of othics because it did net includs certain essential
-ideas and was aidressed only to jeurnalists, 2 single
category of the personnel of the press and cther nedia ¢
)informatiwn.v Hevertheless, Mr., Ganihi considersd that the
-Sub-Commission should take note of the craudy such'ﬁbticn

- would entail no commitment ~f. any kind and might bs of

serviece to thg press
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3. Mr., AZMI approvad Mr. Gandhit's iden in
principle.  Hoverthasloss he printed out that many equaily
valuable statements had becn pudblished by indivi

thot

ond prefessiconzl assceizstions, and he dio not tal
the Sub-CHmmission sh~uldé show prefererce for any cne of
those texts.  Accordingly, he posposad thot in the first
raragrarh, after "dotailed wording®, the following should
be added "and withcut prsjuidce to the cother precerts

d opinions formulated by :ther journslists znd professionzl

)
]

L, Mr. GoMDHI oceaphed Mr, Azmi's proposal,
5. " By, LUDER thanked ¥r. Gonihi £or the trivute he

wished to pay to cne of his eminent competricts. He
indicated that Valtzr Williams was a reyrssentative of
American Jrurnalism; iz hal srent most of his 1lifa in the
Middle West, had never worked for o large metropoliitan
newspaper anc had been a pionzer in professional training:

his schoni hmd been thie first of its kind in thes Unitoed States
6. The CHAIRMIN etated that in adorting Mr. Gandhi's
proposal, the Sub-Commission would to some extent indicate
approval of the prineciprlss formulzted by Walter Williams,

- / He perscnally
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He perséhally ¢ould not subscribe te those prinaiplés
without reservation., Point 2' stated -that "the puplic
journal was a public trust"™ while point & said that

"the journalism winich succeeds best ..... fears God".

The Chairman’ cduld not adopt as His owa those two
statements which were contrary to his ideas as an’
individual and as’ A journalist.l '

7. Mr. JORDAN expressed the View that the creed
of Walter Wil¥ishs, which he conBidered as 2 smug and self-
satisfied statement, should riot“bé the subject of a special
resolusion “but ©ould be irnclided in’ the documentation to

be transmittad to Goveriments And 4o information agencies
on behalf of the Sut-Commissioni’

8. “Mr. DEDLJER suppor+eéd iMr. Jordan's suggestion.
9. CMp, GANDHI s®atied that ‘he had been given
assurance that in any case the cresd of ¥Walter Williams
would appear in the documentarien £o be distributed by

the Secrétary-General. That was understood. ™ Nevertheless,

he ‘urged the Sub-Commission to' pédy a2’ tribute to a late

master of journalism whose clear/and dircct ‘statement of

principles eloquently expresscd thefeelings which inspired
all journalists worthy of ths ramé.’

/The CHAIRMAN put
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10, The CHATRMAN put to the vote Mr., Gendhi's

provopel with the amendment suemonted 'by Mr., Azmi,

That proposal was adoptel by 5 yotes to ome, with
5 _tbetentions.

Dreft rogolution on access of familios of eccredited

news perscnnel to countries vhere meotings of the United

Netlone and itg speclalized emerncles sre held

(E/CN.4/5ub.1/129).

11. Mr, A?‘KOUL recalled that ,. when ﬁﬁe United
Nations had been set up, agreements ha.d teon coﬁclﬁde&
, :oetweén the Orgerlzaticn on the bno hand and tke
Goverrments of the United Statos of America and
Switzerland on the other hand, with é, viow to onsuring
to persons comnected with the Organizat:lops the ‘
privilege and lmmnitics mqﬁirod in the peffomnca of
tholr functions,
12, Persons whose activitios wero.diroctly connoctod
with the work of the United Natlons could be divided into
‘thrAee categories: First, members of dé;.egations’; aecdn;i ’
Secreterlat personnel; third, journalists, persons not
directly under the jurisiiction of the Orgenization but
vhose ectivitles were essentizl to the 1mpleméntation of
i1ts principles. |
13, The sgreement botween the United Nations end the
Government of the United States provided for certoin rights
and privileges for persons in the first two categories,
notebly the right to be accompanied by thelr families.

fon tho othor hend’

VR T BRI BB s e
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Un the other hand, Jjournalists who werz accradited to tha
United Hations did nct enjoy that ripght and were thorefore

at the merey oi Governments on whose territorisg the United

€5}

Saticks cngaacd in activitizs or neld conferances,
1h. He was not ubpmindful Qf the fact fhat the vast
ourﬁaliﬁts acceredited to United Hations
n¥ﬁf;ugrtcrs hag haoon obhlo ﬁo bring their fanilics to
New York, Tro fagt tha%t that h;d not buen ﬁfuc in 211
CA5G8 pvav &4 ih&t what wns involved was a courtesy rather
thon akrignt grante a by she United States GOJ,rnhant,
15, He would not requost a detailed study of a spscific
caSc.thch nad besn trought to his sttuntion and about
whiéﬁ ﬁhe Assaciatlon of Foreign Correspondents accredited
to the Afi ed Nabions had launched s ﬁféiést, but he
would like the Sub-Commlsslon to express its cencern av
the situation. The Secretary-Gensral was currently engaged
in ncgo iCth&& with ﬁhe United States Government with

to sﬁttlinp thg gpecific case to w,*cn mr. Azikoul

hﬂi rugurryd; adoption of his dr f* rogolution

(AJ/ (u .h/ uub..L; 429) mig

ey

t perhaps be helpful in bringing

.

those negotiations to a successfull conclusion,

¢

/He feered that,



23

Loe

Sib,1/5K

L4/

I8

M
b\'

WIS

=
3

LI
R

tn ot

2il

o
R

i

3
A

zd w

S
O

f

[
22

o
il

1
|5

i IERE
MEEr

F oo

poration from ti

P

*et

-y

Lovern-

d

te

tha

o]
I
vu. b

R P
Stobes

UL

m

e

e~

dered

& E

.lists

”
j&

ourn

J

3 ConGi

stote

.2

slv o omizont

HEER &R

¥
44

7 LOE

L

+ 7
j

Na [

LF

[ o

¢l
3

i

P

I

N A AL

nevs:

d

-y
wh

or

T

3
4

srnmer

~
<

Gov

SRUEE-Sel

t oy de

o
bt

fere

S

£

o

a3

i

L

]

'h,r,'j 13

s
ER S

ks

EN

in

s1liste i

S

uar

Jo

et
mnd

~~
pw

<

104

2

oo

@

A e Y
[25 6T02¢"1

con

o

ronsnt

oV

w of »on

cases

¥oone

13

knz

O

oG

:nied te

-
(3

Dedn

Journalisc



i A e
el .
o L e
P:.l‘s“@

> WS Accr~iited to the United Naticrs b
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ful

2t that very deubt

draft rcsoluticn,

was rict cpposaa b

Mr, b* rder refarded 1t as superfiucus

thet the Sub-Comnission shruld merely
2L, 46 the raguest of thoe CHATRWMAN, Mr,

(Fepresentative of ths Sceretary-ioneral) r
vigiong of the acreement batwecn the United

and the States chernment rvguraing [

followed in accereiiting jaurnﬁlists.

22 Mr. AZKOUL 24 refurred to

tha

journalist to be accompanied by his fuomily

5 right sccorded te him as a human being %y
Declaraticn sf man Rights, If the United
Gov,*umhnt wis 1frw1” that, unacr cover of o

.

misht

a Jjournalist

wish to telerate, it would be wore humane autonat
to refuse to accersdit hin rather thgn tu aceradit
and laver refuse to ellow his family to join bim,
23 He had no objection 1 the 5ub Commissinn
wished merely tc take note of his droft resclutic
he c¢nly scusht t draw

/the attention
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26, Mr.JdCRDAN stmted thot in prineirpl
was williang to supp ort Mr. azkcal's draft resclution but

a

c\‘*r*»

weld  have to abstain in the vobte bacause he did nos

know the deteils of the case which had led o itz
’submigsion.

é?) The'UhitedANaﬁiuns was o kind-of uper-stave:

he did not kncw whether it enjcyed bffrxter?itoriality

in tha United States but, whether o1 £ct 1t did

that

'.J.

~fact0r“¢cmplicatéd the situation.: Journslists accredited
to the United Nations ceuld not be compared to journalists
who WGnt to any other forcign ccuntry. In the final
mﬁa*ys s, it was the United States Government which decided
whether or not a ziven journalist woeuld be accredited

to th» Uniteu Nations.

28. Mcrsover, 'since any person‘iddmitted to the United
States had the right to move frecly anywhere in that

country , it was Luitc notural that the United States

Gavernment shculd seek to provide safeguards in connexion

with journalists. wio in principle were accredited only
the United Nations.

 29. A very delicate questicrn wag invelved and Mr,

Binder had nct been completsly correct dn establisning
absclute’ W“rallPl betwesn the vpositicn of journalists

whe were accredited to the United Nations and foreien

corrasocnaents in general,

/ The CHAIRMAN
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according

30. The CHAIPMAN painted. out that,

‘ 4
te Mr. Bindsr ona pir. Jordan, foreign correspondents
wers aceredited to the Unitzd States Government:

it wns tn oarror haeegruase in reality they were acoreditod

» the United Natiors, The United States. Covernuent
intervenase ceccssarily since jrurnalists could not reach
United Nations hendauarbers without crossing a strip of

United Stotes turr
I‘;.‘;r »

oW

GakIHI eommented that

mendation and

1tory.

18 very ecutipusly drafted,

morely asked the

Feonrmic

1
jL N

and Social Council to study the wmuestiond . Mr, azko
mérely inted cut that 2 m2an was aentitl te live
with his family; his draft rescolution was pgerfoctly
clear nnd deserved to be adepteds ' .

roscluticn in urin

T

of

he

srocedure

.

in the matter, tho

princinle that jour
dnited N=ticne

DEDIJER

snou

avpproved Mr, Azkoa

ci~le because he felt that, regor

50
e RNe

Rve

by the United States

doubt

i

o

PR

houl-l he reririing

Y
ER

is8tLs who“m&rc'“ccredlt G to

have the right to bring their
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35, Ty AYACUL ¢id not wisk to prejudze the decision

which the Economic and Cocial Council might take: he merely
wished to ecall its attentiorn to a legal cuestion whicn was
of cconcern o jourralists.

3G, 1 bro AQUING wmoved closure of the debate.,

sy Aguince's motion wags adopted by 10 votes to none -

- . : " o
B VS, S S
v"ri,{/ﬂ SIS T N R SR VSRR S U S I

Mr. Azkoul's pronosal was adopted by 7 votes to one with
3 abstentions,

Draft resolution propased jointly by Mr, Gérand, with'

Mr., Azmi and lLr. Agzkoul (E/CH.L/Sub,1/130/Rev.l)

LO. - ir, GURAUD emphasized that in his memorandum to
the Jub-Comnicsion {E/Cﬁ.h/Sub.l/lOé), the Secretary-General,
‘after listing some twenty obstacles to tae free flow of
informatinn, invited the Sub-~Commission to fudy those which
there wag cowe hope of eliminating, It was permitied to

wo :der, however, in the current circumstances, how such a
task was to be accomplished. Governments were becoming
incr-asingly jealous of their sowvereignuy, Furthernore,
neither of the two draft conventions prepared by the United
Naticas Conference in Geneva in 1348 was in force; the only
one which had been adopted had n&t yet been opened for

signature and its

/fate
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fate was lirnkasd wvith that of ths covonent on hvwann rights,
which was £till in cthe q*ﬂ Iminury discussicn sta?8. The
“uu~acmmi~~ion had seen 1n5trucned first ana foremost to

~wahch ove he greraf:on of can"en ons on frezdeom ol

e
o

forpation aﬁu to rnsolvevany prob¢@ma aceasioned by their

entry into foree, Under present con&ztzous that path seemed

to be barred for an indsiinite time,
L1, Siﬁca‘any astion ir the international field appearad

use*eos, he woncerad whar&ﬁr it misht not be bejter to direct

tnﬂ “umeGm issicn's offorts t0 thv 1cff“sionai field. It

(o))

haf lveaﬂy un&vrnax n $0 pregere a code of etdices and ha

LIRS

consicered set inv up a journa¢1sts*,cnurn of noncur. Those

attempts had been :ﬁrth ﬂa? ing: but the ! ubmﬁo rission should

-

IS

acconplish still more if it wished %o lbﬁ’@ kontevidoo with
the conscnous%eus'of having done ageful works In fast, the .
unf ort; at9 xﬁrld ;ituatihg which dicd ﬁa; permit tuo

“conn en cE sreat interﬁatip:&l C“nvﬁﬂ 1ons 1?pc sed upon
‘the Sub=Comnmigsion a ro*J ”ﬁaCn mi@“b yai provevbeneficial.
"So loﬁg as there rem Ljed thﬂ ehadow of dancer wtich dark-
ieﬁed‘the worzﬂ toda, and vhich threa ned freedom of irforma-

s

tion as wpll the *mporuqut thing WS to‘vrevent that free-
dam fram 1csmnk ;urthﬂr grau~& 23 it h“ﬁ heﬁn d01ng for
the pagb te;‘"e 5.

oL LR2/The Sub-Commission
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L2, The Sab-Commission was not competent to act as an

arbiter or a redresser of WLOﬂFS yvis~a-yis any Government:
but it would still wi ld a certain amount of power if
henceforth it were to act as a board of registry of all
governmental and other measures infringing freedom of
information directly or indirectly, with or without cause,
43, He rea*xzei that, the publicity given to the Cub-
Commission's findings would have no effect on totalitarian
régimes; it would cerﬁainly,on the other hand, have a ‘
moderating influence on those Governments which believed
that respect of human rights was an asset to the pécple and
which, knowing that restrictive measures would not pass
unncticed, would heéitate to take them,

L4,  While the Secretary-~Ge neral's memorandum described
the nbotace 1les to freedom of information, it failed to indi-
cate ‘the vast causes under-lying those-facts, causes which
weére perhaps more important than the facts themselves,

For the acccmplichment of such a task, the Sub-Commmission
‘needed not a new orgah modeled on the International Labour
Orgénisatidnfs fact-findiﬁg and conciliation commission on
freedom of association, out a small permanent group which

could gauge, month in and month out, the ebb and

/flow
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Commiasion or tas Feonoric and Sneial Council would make

such uge as they saw fit, A similar prevision was to

L5, Hde stressed that the proposal he had submitted

jointly with Mr., Azmi and HMr. Azkoul (E/CH,4/Sub,1/130/Fev.l/)
was only a rough draft to which each member of the Sub-
Sormission should put his hand, 1y, as he hoped, the

idea stood the test of scrutiny, the Sub.-Commission

might be avle to make a precise reccmmendation to the
Beonsmic and Social Conneil which the latter rmight find
useful,

LE, Tn coﬁcluéién,'he wished to: re-draft sub-piragravh (4)
of the operative nﬁrt of ths draft resolution as follows:

"To gubmit them to the Sub-Commission at each of
sossions, 5o that the Sub=formiasion may draw up a balance
sheet of freedom of informatiocn and of the Press throughout

of data recsive’ sincc the preceding

4
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L7,  dp, BTNDER hadjiisﬁ@ncd with interast to Mr., Gérand's
elogquent statcmant and recognizéed ths full importance of

the probvlem befor: tihs Sub-Commission. Nevertheleoss, at
first glance, the draft resolution in

/auestion did not
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The Sub-Commissicn already received -deta frem Governments
in recsponse to o ra2ouest o’ the Secreta ryéﬁeferal,~thét
is vo say, such cdatz zs the Governments had wished to
communicate. At its l2st session, the Sub-Lommisszicn had
requsasted the Secrestary-Goneral te kecp that information

up to date, and it tShersfore seemed unnscssgary to set up

ancther olfice to expund those sctivities. Such a pro-
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vith the oppositicn of the Fifth

Committae of the Gsneral aseembdly, which had zlrzady de~
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~he growing rumber of United
Hotions activities, Furthermore, UNEDOC was also sngaged

L was

ot

in collacting datn on frzedom of information, and
necascsary to avoid overlapping.

L. Bssides, e wes inclined to doubt thut more detsil-
ad iaformation could be obtained from Governmenns, and
thought that other sources might with profit
Czrtnip newe ggenciss and, to-his knowledge, ths Asscociatzad

Fress in prrticular, publiched periodic reports on measurss

taken in warious countries to restrict or promecte freedom
of inferamavion, In: Jecrstarv-Gerneral could certzsinly

have recourse to guch private enterprises to complete his

~data, with tha - thzt no additional costs would

be involv:d.
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He suggested that the Sub-Commission should defer
for the moment uny decision in the matter and should pro-
cead to a full discussion of the problem as 2 whole at

tes following seseion, when 1t had examined feplies from
- Governments and 211 the information that the Secretary-
General would have obtained in the meantime in accordance
with itz instructions. The question was in any case too
important to be ducidsd upon without further reflection.
5C. Mr., AZMI ungderstood Mr. Binder's prefurence
Tor obtaining date con thke stote of frécdom of information’
from profescicnal associztiong and techrical publications
issued from time te time rather than from Governmental
sources, He wishad to peint out, however, that the draft

”

resolution took that possibility into zccount, =since 1

ot

wzs provided in sub-paragraph (c) that the offics to be
set up would analyze the legislative and administrative
measurces taken by Governments "by means of zppropriate
research and studies™,

51, He emphasized that the principal motivation of
the sponsors of the joint proposal had begn their alarm
and anxiety with regard to freedem of information in

the world., Hestrictive measures increzassd from day to
day, and not only in the countries which had a controlled
Fress.

/There was a second
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52. - Thers wss a second coasideration ih»fﬂvgur o
adopting the draft resoluticn: in his view, the Sub-
Commission-couid no*t bz satisfied with the results of th=
Sacretaristt's work betwoer sessicns.  The cnly communicit-
ion received oy him, for exanpie, was a letter dated 16
January 1950 announcing thst studiss - in particular a

report by Mr. Ffern~nd Terrou - had %Been undertaken and

e

would be transmittasd later. Hoe emphssized thoat such an

attitudz on the part of the Scerctariat was hardly sncourag-

ing for members of the Sub-bOMM1u81ﬁn. That wae why he
considered it essential to set up an offic;“far the scle
purﬁcse of collecting the documentation nceedzd by the
Sub-Commission for its work.

.53, Mr. BUMPEREY (Reprasentative of the Ssceretary-
General) drew Mr, Azmi's stiantion to doeument
E/CNL/Sub,1/113 waich aasvered th: tws poirts raised by
Mr. Egmi.

5. He raczlilaed that the Z3ub-Commission, as notad in
paragraph 28 of tho raport of its third secsion to the

. ,-. et AT PRPE I o~ \ won ey e e Y oge
Economic ond Secial Council (535309, "reguestaod the

ot

“Secretarist to koeop meahbors poricdically informsd between

seszions of the progress ¢f documsntaticn and of any
significant developments in connexion with-the Programme
of Work". In accordance with that roquest, the Secretary-

General had issued two reports on the prograss of

documentation;
/the reports had
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the renorts hAa not been 1csuwd more f.,Cueﬂt:\_fOr lack of

material., It wﬂOu .G bv real J \d that 4 worgivg compilation

SQCE as'ﬁhét carrlnd on by tha Scﬂrptarl 2w ?uﬂhlfud minute

pre;aré 30“,‘CL@>T@Sf ts erwhlch became evidipt oniy in

kihe long run. }

55, He also reuqllbu’§h3t the Sub—Commissien nad decided

at it‘ lact aboean to request the u&C”Puva~r@nVr$l "to
-

consult wlth the Ql?CCCOF*GQ“' &l of :J,uu JL;A a view to

3ppo”t10n3n” the work of documﬂntwnu....,in such..a way as

o
&
0
<t

to ut&lidw the FQQOJTP s of both bﬂwratqr¢ats to th
possible advaﬂf”OG" E/436y, pRge, Lﬁ,. As a rosult.of that

duo'qion, part of the work had bb¥n assigned to JNESCO.

56, " Tn those civcums ances, he o}d ﬂOu thl uc, that the

qecretary~?@ner 1 coulc be ”LDTQQCﬂfd foer failing to take

the actlon alled fo” by thc be Comm ission's resolutions.
57. " Mr. FARR (United Nations Fducational, Scientific

and Culturql‘crva iz iqn§ recalled that UNESCO had recently
“att empted 3 stadv qn?lopous to thgt proposed in the draft

olw+1on ceforn th& Suo Cor%iss?on. The ﬂirﬁcfprpgeneral
of JVESbO had *h@ugat thﬂt on tho fwrst arnlvur sary. of the
ado tion of thé bﬁiéér Ql Dznlﬁrltzon of Human Rights by the
Ge ncral - |

. /Assenbly he
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Ausembly he might publish.a review of me@sures for
implb ientation of human. - rights taken throughout the war&ﬁ
during the preced*ng year. The Ui VESCO Sec"e at had
accbrdingly bean inst rLCt“d to cUﬂuuct an unuulf",;n Lo
ﬁrogress,in the field of frecdom of lnformatlcn.
58, The résulﬁs of fhét enauiry had not boen published
‘for'various rﬁﬁsons, but the story thuy told was grim and
depressing. -

he éf lﬂ'ﬁeéembér 19#9, cénéorship had exisﬁéd in 44
‘countrles or territorzeo, comnr* 1ng half thb wovld's
ponulatlon.‘ Sines 10 ueﬁerbc‘ ;9&3 13 countr 2s had
adnpted mgasuruk restrlrtlng t'u free flow of 1nlorﬁ3tion;
in 10 countrlbs, certain ngasndpers, mgg@élnﬁs and films
‘had been prohlbltnd 7 countrl ad forbidu>¢ 1mports
of certain books, newspapers and fil ; 12 countr1 28 hnd
curtailed the freedom of foreign correspongwntﬂ or new
agencies;' ana 9 of them had eithar sxppllcd correspondents
or refuoed them antry v&sas.( A11 the roglvns of tna world
were rgbresnntbd on thﬂt list, | ,
59,  There were othar obstacles £8 Wbll over 50 countrius
1mposeﬂ customs dutleo, poqtul ta X@u‘ nd othar rvstrlc 1ons
on imports of forelgn books ‘mosf of thosa r strlctlong;
had been 1ntroduced in the past few ye“rs. . : ¥
60, UNESCO's information was derived from several
sources, amecng them official government publications, re;oftsin
~of UNESCO's National Committees, and scurees such as men{ioned

’4;

? .

by Mr, Binder.
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only. certain eountries of cresting obstaclus tn frecdom of
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gonditicns in =11 +tnz couatriss in the worlid. 1t

~would have bzen unjust to pr
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sometimes unfavouredle judyment - only on thoss countries
which hai been kind cncugh to furnish thz dets raqusste
by UNLECO. ..
62,

e

¢ -fearsd that sub-po rﬂgnmpb {2) 2f the Jdraft
resolution proposed by br, Géraud, e, azmd oznd Mr, azkoul
-might raise the gams problon,

63, With respoct. to suveporagrapt (o), he wondersd

how Governments weull intorpret the purase "new lezlslative
and administrative measurss’, nna whether they woull, for
exampls, list such fineneial msasurcs &és rostrictions cn
impaorts of pewsprint, racords, beoks ant filus, restric-

tions on the ffvm,mQVQWGHt\Cf newspapermsin, meisyrss taken

by certain comuarcial firmé} ate.

6&. : He~ha@’merely outlined some of the problisnms with

which the Sub-Commission would be faced: iy tas deta it
cbtained were incomplete 2ither because Shey 1id not

cover 211 the pussible kinds of restrictions or becauce

~they had been submitted by very few countries, its conclusions
could hardly be rezarcded os an zccurats balance shset of
fresdem of information and ¢f the Prase throushout the

worlde

/65, With regard
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65.  With rezard to Nr. Terroﬁ‘é’}epdrt;“he éxﬁlained
that Mr. Terrou had oeen invitéd:b& UNESCO to prepare a
report which would be sssusd under his nane. ‘The Sub-
Commicsion had not vy received the report because it
reprosented a considersble tasx; which had been further
delayed by the author's illness.' Mf.‘Farr had, however,
received a summary of the report.' Part of“it was devoted
to a study cf the laws governing, in particular, conditions
for oetnlnv un and idrnl;ovtiing'Press and information
entzrprises, types‘éf firms that could be authorized, their

financing and ctztus end the resvonsibilities of their

directors and cditors. In another scction of theé report

-

g

Mr. Tefrou exarmined laws dddhted to meet current economic
or finencizl difficulties cr o protﬁct and assist domestic
enterprises by such methods as gfanting them reduced postal
and teleéommunication'rétas., |

66, Mr. GERAUD thought that with respect to doc-
umentation to be furniched to the Sub-Commission, UNESCO's
competence was limitcd to tcchnical aspects of various

ed that 1t should have

[N
&}

problems; he was therzfore surpr
been asked to prepare a report which appeared to deal largely

v

wit!

e,

olitical and administrative matters,

‘/Mr. HUMPHREY
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67. oo “Mr, HUMPHREY (Representative of the Scerstary-

enerald replied that at its last séosion the Sub-Commission

~had adopted .the principle of distributing the work between

the Secrotariats ¢f the United Natione nad VHESCO, and not

of dividing their competence,  UNESCC had besn made

responsible for ths Terrou report soiely because Mr. Fernand
b

Terrou, whe apoeared to be the person best cunlified to draw

it up, lived in Paris.

68, Mr, GANDHI notéd that the draft rescolution
merely raised again a problem which the 3ub-Commission had
discussed at longth ot its preceding session., In his view,

“the basic 2im of tha draft gsolution was to convince the
Secretariat,that it must r’dsualc its efiorts to obtain the
documentation required by the Sub-Commission. He felt that
that

/élm had been achieved by the dobate Whieh had taken place
and thet there wes nu head to take a vote.

69. - For his part, his complaint w2s not that do cument -
ation 4id not reach him, but that it reached him too late.
"He suggésted that henceforth all mail should bz sent out in
«two copies, one to the Govornments and the other to members
of the Sub-Commission, Lastly, he hoped that the Secretariat

would be able to send out e guarterly circular letter in
order to keep members informed of the changing situation in
the field cf information.

/Mr. HUMPHREY
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70, Mr. HUMPHREY (Reprresentative of the Se-
cretary-General) renlied thot delays nmust be attributed

to the fact that, as he had nointed cut, the Secre

ct

att's comrilation work woas still in its initizl

e

or

Eal

stage. Since, huwever, the Ccouncil's new rules of

procedure provided that basic documents must be

)

s-oefore the opaning

o

i

U

distributed at lszzst six week
of a scssicn, the Secrsat at weuld do its utmoest

to obey that provisicn in the future.

71. Mr. BINDER csked what ascticn was necsssary
for the periodic reports of the Asscciated Press,
which be had menticned hefure, to be included in the
Sub-Commissiont's officizl doccumentation.

72. Mr, HUMPHRZY (Representative of the Se-
cretary=General} indicated that the Sscratary~General
was unable, without prejudicing his pesiticn, to
circulate on his own initiative documents ?repared

by private srganizati-ns and attackinz Governments.
The Secretariat would, h,waver,. include in the docu-
mentaticn it circulated sny dccument selscted by lr,
Binder, forthe circulaticn of which Mr., Binder would
himself take the responsibility.

/¥r. AQUINO
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73. Mr. AQUING, recalling the statemunt rf’
several membicrs that freccon oo informztion was Leling
increcsingly limited in most countries, wished to

make it clear thet his owm country #rove no couse or
alarm in that respect, sirce it bhad, in the words of
former Governor Mcliutt, "the freest rress of our times",
a Press unaffected hy any ¢f fhe restricrions which
members of tne Sub-Commission unanimotsly ccondemned,

The aseting rose at 1,05 p.m,






