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It has been said nm-e than once at this table tbat lkillle people sea 

to be afraid to have a discussion of the problem. ot :110D0pol1ea 1n the 

field of Freedom of Information. I would l1i:e to .a. clear, Ml-. Cba~1 
that I for one have no fear of such a discussica.. lD tact I woul4 relish 

it - at the risht t.iJDe. For so much fog btmge ovsr tJd.a auJ.)Iot at 
present that I would lite to t17 to blow ens a ttR p.tta ot clear au-

on to the scene. 

let me a9 at tb8 outset tbat I am. not detencJtns JKmOJOl¥ 1 net tbrtr 

private nor gov81"nD1811tal :monopo]J'. The fact tbat w 11&'1'8 a ap.oial 
Comm:taaion inveatiptms this vert situation 1A IIJ" ooa'br7 a't Jf&'Utmt 

should be proof of th1a. other th1qs be!Dfl equal, I Jll}'8elt pNfer 

c~tition &VeJ!7 t~. I DBde that cl881" 111 repll'._ to 'bll8 Saviet 

representative last week. I said that one of the ~--- ot tbe tree 

4emocratic qstem waa tU.t it one newpa:per Wilt vroas, i '\ YOUl4 be 

carreoted b;r a coapeti tor, aDd I a8ke4 lWa 'Do OOI'l'eote4 ~ wtl8D 

Plsvla vent wrong. Moreover 1 Sir 1 where there are ~- ar 

~-monopolies, I reaar4 it aa :1m.p)rtant tbat 1iba7 aha1&l4 ~ 1t1tW.a 
olea:la~ tetillet l.1Jd.ta aa4 wttb olea'q UDderatood rea.-AW: But 

l!to 

wo .. u.ee ,..taat t.111t ca:1a--.. of JIQGO)OU.. u --. .. 
Soviet ooJ.leasues !ave c:rompla:lned of V. ab8tl'aet10D8 of at 
cUecuseiaas am of tbe trequencr ot the all:asiou to the ei ....... th or 

The7 W&Dt ua to be .are U»-to•w. Jut Sb', 111 

problea 1 t lias liOUD4e4 1Jo • at ts.a aa tt \1IQ' 
back Jili1te.lll' not to 1llit ~ttl ar ...,.... tJUt 

to that _..,. anoiat u. w:111a Due oazmte tr1tiil 



Page 2 

For what are the facta of historr7 In everr aiDBJ.e ts.el4 ot "'""" 
activiv, not 1n the field of news and :lntora.ticm aJ.cae1 V... SAl acnr 
and there has been tor a lons time a general treD4 to lRSII" u4 J.a1opr 

organizations. And I scarcely believe that W a aub-o<ll8lael<lll v:l.ll atop 

this trend. 

Of course this trend to larp:r or8f1Jl1zat1oa.a area1188 paob~. ADd 

of course the resultant monopolies ancl cartels oca.ta!a. dBIIfii'N U.t 

require vatchins. But is it S11B&Mte4 tllat w 19r ... -. ..- ot 
histo%7 Uld split up these larp oce.c .... 111to tJie &all loeal:llel. -.te 
with which the nineteenth Cflltul7 wu tatlilJ.art Ia tbat realJ.st1of It 

we are to be effective in our deliberations, I repeat tbat I th1ak n 
must look 1n other directions tor a remedT. 

It is easy to talk glib.l¥ of' monopolies BDd oartals. But ve have 

to rellleDiber that there are liiBn.J di:f'terent farDIS of' OWIJ8l'llld.p 1n tbe world 

today. This is true of' the OWllSrship of the o~ of' •ss ooaamications 
as well as 1n other fields. When we talk of' Dalopolies, w have to 

remember that there are Fiftte monopolies and state BmOpo~a. WJ»a 
we talk of' corporations 1 we have to reli8JI4ber tl'Jat tben ·ue private 

corporations and public corporations. And again within tie oc:moept of' 

public corporations 1 there are TB.rious types of' !!BI)flgeMilt. 

We cazmot standard1ze these types ot omership tii:Jiouabout 'Uae world. 
We cannot legislate one t.Jpe out of' existence. But we oaa, 8D4 w ahoul41 

and w must, ensure that all of' them are used 1n t!le ript 'ftil', ue 
O);erated with due regard to public welta.re. 

~'t :;=-: ~ :w. ca .uure irul.U'Ul. approach to 0111' probl.a. ~ teat 

is not ai.mpJ.J' the t7P8 of' ownership but the avail&b1l1 t7 ~ the O%"fiiU18 of' 

opinion to different points of' view. 
If a private]3 owned newspaper or a radio atat1aa opeu ita oolwma 

or its programmes fair]J' to both sides o:f' •'Yer7 ilaportant question, tbeD. 

Freedom of' expression exists - whatever the Ollller&hiJ. Qa tbe otllel' blu:'ld.1 

it a state-owned newspaper or radio station allow call' oae stu ol 811 

important question to be beard, then freedom o:f' &XJWe881oa pel'1atles -

despite the ownership. The test is availabili v . It w ctm clo SODeti:Wts 
to ensure that 1n all countries tbat test s:ball be applied, tba w sball 

have indeed advanced the cause of' lreedom of Intonation - wbatever we are 

able to do about the forms of' ownership. 

Here I must turn to some remarkS by our distiJlsuialled FJ:r.oh 

colleague Monsieur Geraud made about our count17 on hiaa;r. In his 

warnings of the evils of monopo]3 1 Monieur Geraud ohose tO alee several 

references to Britain. NOW' Monsieur Geraud is 1 I lalow 1 a tr18Dd of' Di" 

/oountry 
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1foV let·:m. ·aai b. Word a'botit ·tlie' li"1tlih;Broilti0Ut1Dg~-eorpomt16zt.. · 

IIi 'h a monopoli! · :Yfir~'= IS it Ia a'tate ·~P:,~f ,. No;. It 18 a publlo 
oo~tion:! "'tiW\.etijJ.Oyeea''~ 'not gb~t •o:rt:S:a!al.S• ' They are · · 
re•pdM1bfe::·t:ov'tlie· Gdv~ 6t··th8 Br'ttiaih Bro.doaatsns ci;rpo"tion. ·· 
But does tlie ·.peiiJIIai1t ilOt titin'"tlie~ii!tiiltJrWoiJclo&at1DS : corP;ration7· 
No. fhe ~t toes 'nat 1o:tertm V1~''the'da.r·ta-da7 ·~iiiOD& ot 
the Britiata"lroacloaatizis ··~ttOD at a11. · Thi Jritiah ~olldDaet;~ 
OOI"ifol'a"-t~Q·· ez1ats·; o't course, "'ti'fth t!l8 &ppE'oft1 ot ·tbe· ·perm.et aDct 
the aov~t "toea bBTe oei-ta1h ...... Over it •. but· tbe7 are ·?iirr rarel.7 
~1aed. ror ·aaap1e,· the ·ro.'blaater' <Jerui!tal'·"llil!q riQ.Uire the liritiah' 

~acaa~ Oo'l'p0Nt1on tio tefrain trCD"'broadOaeti\w 1iJJ7 mattV ·.·but · 
·w; lJOWer baa never otloe. been· mvok84 ·in .·tl'». lal8to!7. ·o~ ._. Brlt1ah· 

Broadoait1Ds -~»oftt1on~. !\; •'!}f a-~ .-~ thiit tia• ·nenr beail 'use~ 
and I doubt it it ever viU. ·-· · ~.· · · · !. ... 

The Brtt!Sh Broadoaatiiis ~i'StiOD ·,a. Ht up an4 deftloPici· !D 

7N.ra Yben we ~tad .... C'<*enat1.,.• so"el'DIIfelat· in Brttam. · ~ ,.. ·liB.~· 
a s'cio'iaiiat: so-i~t. Ju•·!MiN 1a Wtiat .tBe,.SOol.al18t SOTerrm.ut .u· 
1n ~.-Vb1te .. fai-r &tt.r iiMtiti·~·· tlfeort~•b ~t!DS ~":. :, 
COI"porat1on. · • ~-·' ·· · -· :· ·- · \ . ... f-: ·. · · ·~r. 1 

" · ""~be: OOYel'.liileilt ·a'~ aaUit1e'd th8t tkt ~t :if7litelli ::tiJ "·beat· 

'~'"" •1fultea to :the :oiZ'U'WD'Stan~••• ·ot the Utifted K1Zl8d0Jis.-·~Vhere- Cl11l3 a ;:;. 
11Ji1ted U&ma;ez. oi aU:itab.!.8 1 wBYe-leligths ia :!availab"le to· co-ier'· 
. comPar&ti-NJT- small and· d8!i8el1' lJOpllla·tect· are8.s, an ·~w •t ... 

o&-o.~: •7at.:opern.tecl 'by a:iubl1.c ·coi'ji0rat1on t"'s-·i:Cthetr ·· 
olinton i!i8 ObJi aat1atactoZ)' ·l.IIO~ or. ~DsuH.ns that 'bhe~-tr& ... ~- · · · 
lengths available are ue'~ 1n the bea~ i!l"W•t•.:.ata o~ the coDD1ml't7-
a:rriJ."' tti&t;: as tar aa 'poas!ble, s7eri' .n.r..er.Cll" baa a lro:Per!7 balanced 

aflbtoe ot piO~a. ·'it * 1t * * · The GOTernment are satisfied! i2Jiit 
' b • reoerd' ot ·'tha·19ri t1ah Broad~ing Oor;poration duri!lS ttie'• ~ • I ' 

• 
1

' --~ ye&ra ot 'ita uiatenoe' fuUi ',uat1tiect'it8-: oontbiuanoe. 
· -~- o~tion has no do-ubt' 'beeii ojjen-'·-tO tafz..i oriticisill Mm timl 

to t1miit, \ and !Ddeed · ari i1c1ftl ana:· cCm:Stzucti .. · ausPs'\iona trOlli : 
... 'Parllaui&nt~!tlia· }Nblli) al1d ·th8 poeiii are -~'liii-a1Ji&.' But taitirl'aa ··. 

a vbolil~ ··the &ijilievementa ot British· Broacioa&JtiDS 'aiJioe ··1926 'Y!u·· 
: oatatiu·e viih~'tbe 'of aitr 'otfler' countrt • ., . . ... ' .... 

· I IJie.b tiita ' stiitement'':hl order tO' 1zT to ciear· up~ vague idea8. 

about -British 1J~toaiit:lng. I '\!6 'not d1iiim 'tbit tha::Brltiah BrOic!cJastiDs . . ·. " .. ., . .. . . . 
Corporation ia perteot. · I lcnov•very ffltl members ot the Jrit1Sh 

Broadcast~ ?,orr>ratJ.on itself who claim tl:Bt 1t 1s ;pertect. But I 
th1nk ita ·record stands up well aud proves 1;hat, thvugh it 1s a. lllOAOpolJ1 

it baa be~ 1Q no aaQSe · oppo1od to the bae1o freedom ot extreasion because 

ot that. ______ -L/~==~·~--~----------~ 



oao. •!a tile~ w aee beft tllat 8)!"8 t11m abe qUHt!Oil ia 
Szrf'olY84: 110, ~ (1) ...... ~JC~Wjollea BoaZ4 .un, ..... &lao (2) boW 

IIQ'Il01J011H are beiDa operated &D4 (3) hoW theJ' oaa be opnted IIOftl 

equ:t tabll'. 

I belleTe tbat no Jll)JlQJIOlt ahoul4 be G81IJ f'roa nol a eaJ.Iitiu7 
eluiak-111 117.._ Aid it _, be t!rat 11M Vor14. ~ ...... oa J'.tw4ca ot 
Drt.,..'*<*a at o-n-& Wul c\lRQYW _. 10' 1lldob ilo'l exalt •Uc:ii61 'btl' 
sa-.r.aettc.a1 mtla1• &114 .,....,. of 1IIWt 1dia4 .-. w 'bl'oua" to 'INie&r 

all t1re oJBNtlon ot smopoUee ~ .._._. J&'lYde, Jdb11o, or nate • aaa. 
oia&a Jarse•aoale ~fa the 11•14 ot ... eo=='lft1oatioQf to :aJt8 

aue that 1tlle7 U?e UJ'tlo their ree;poaa&Wtloe. hrili.J18 w can cleYelDJ 
a ~ oi preotioe q1rt.ioh to J'llil4Jt wt.tiiR thetle Z'e8paD81,.1.UUea :are 

. . 
be!as oarn.4 out. ADd J'Z'IaJII ve can piJ 8SJ'et~D~Dt tbat e?fWI c~ 

1f1ll ~peri troa tt. ·to tt. to -. t&ISW •\1oaa em ~ 12be ~», 
the ecatl'ol aDd. the &ft1lab11tt7 ot 111Je-- ot aee OtJR'IJ1e&Uoa 1De14e 

tbttr lao~Ure. 

• •••• 




