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Repre~~nte:l;iv_£. ot: ·-~ specJ.!:l!!,~JL.a.6ene~=· . · 

Mr. CARNES Uniteu Nations Eduoational, Scientific 
and. Cul tura.l Organization (UNESCO)· 

~Rresentative of a nen-soverrJnental orsaniza~: 

Category B: 

Mr. BEER 

Seere taria t: 

Mr. EEK 

Interna. tional League for the Rights 
. of Man 

Seeretary of the Sub~eommission 

DRAFT !I'I"'TERNATIONAL ~ODE OF ETHICS (E/CN.4/Sub.l/151, E/CN.4/Sub.l/151/Add.l 1 

E/CN.4/Sub.l/160, E/rm,4 /Sub .1/L .1, E/CN.4/Sub.l/L.2/Rev .J,., E/CN.4/Sub.l/L .3, 
E/CN.4/Sub.l/L.3/Co~r.l,. E/CN.4/Sub.l/L~4-) (eontirmed) . 

I ' . I '•• 

Mr.· MOULr.t{ proposed the insertion Qf th~ word "by" before the word 
. ~· . ~ : . . . 

"constantly" and of the words nand trust•• aftor the word "responsibilityfl in 

the second paragraph of the preamble of the draft coie of ethios 

(E/CN.4/Sub.l/151, page 45). The first amendment was purely stylistic; . the 

seoond was requix;ed because t.he press, exercising, an lt did, ~normous powe~, 

mat aceept the responsibility for seeing that that p.-:lwe:r: Wf\S not abused. 

Mr. LOPEZ would accept Mr. Moul:tk's second amendment a:nd, if neeessary, 

insert it in his own (E/CN.4/Sub.l/L.4.). He oould not see any, 1;3tylistie 

reason for Mr. Moulikts first amendment; the text was more gre~tieal as it 

sto4d. 

In reply to the CR.A.JBMAN, 1>1r. CHANG said thn.t he vrould. further study the 

eonnnents of the infol"'llfttion:enterprises and professional associations to see whieh 

of them he eould spensor personally, in acoordance with the. Chairman's previous 

ruling, and submit them to the next meeting. None of them would apply to the 

preamble. 

Mr. AZKOUL would prepare an amend.ment to the preamble to be submitted at 

t4e next meeting. The preamble should include a paragraph, similar to the first 

paragraph of the preamble of tlw Charter, placing the eode of ethies in its 

hietorioe..l oontext. The preamble as it stood stated that freedom of ini'ormation 

, " /should be 
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should be safeguarded and it was implied that the press would be less liable to 

1nterferenoe from governments if it improved its standards of professional 

conduct; but that was not sufficient.. There should be some 'statement of the 

view that the press had become an instrument of such pov1er that the fate of 

individuals, nations and perhaps even of humanity might be swayed by its misuse 

and that the realization of that fact had led the United Nations to contemplate 

drafting an international code of ethics. It was true tha. t it was not incumbent 

on the press to solve the -vrorld 's problems, but it should faithfully reflect them. 

Some reference to that view should be included in the preamble. 

Mr. LOPEZ regretted that Mr. Azkoul had not thoueht fit to submit his 

amendment earlier~ 

The CHAIRMAN thought that the debate on the amendments to the preamble 

had been nearly oompleted. While awaiting Mr. Moulik's and Mr. Azkoul •a 

amendments, the Sub-Commission might usefully discuss article I. ¥11'". Zonov 

had submitted a. proposed new article (E/CN.~/Sub.l/160), which might or might 

not be regarded, for the purposes of voting, as an addition to the preamble; 

he would make that decision later. 

Mr. ZONOV.said that he would prefer that the preamble should be voted 

before his proposed new article. He had already given the gist of the reasons 

. why su~h an article was needed; it supplied the necessary reference to the 

purposes and principles of tht: united Nations. At a previous meeting it had 

been asserted that his am.eniment added nothing new; but he laid no claim to 

originality. He was merely reasserting the fact that it was incumbent upon the 

journalist to work for the ideals of' the United Nations. Everyone should do 

his utmost to promote. friendly relations bet\reen peoples and combat discrimination; 

the workers in the press a.:nd information services had a particular responsibility 

in that respect. The explicit statement of the purposes and principles of the 

United Nations had been included in the Charter and in the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights and would no daubt be embodied in the future international 

covenants on human rights. Surely it would not be out of place in a document 

such as the international code of ethics. He was not suggesting that acy 

paragraph in the existing text should be deleted. 

/Mr. BIJIJDER 
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Mr .• BlNDER. said tha.:t.hs had desc~ibed Mr. Z.onovts ameMinent as a 

rehashing of the f)s.me .P:'oposala . or..ly beQause it· ve,a just one mere emmj;:lle ot 
the way in whic~_he and the USSH .delegatio11. continually attempted to use the 

. ; . '~- ' . . 

United Nations t.o spreu.d and enforce tl1eir view 'bha.t the regimented 

jotll'Il.lllist qhl:'\uld be .. a:a instrument .:Jf th,e · state rather than. a repCl!'tF!r ·of 

ev~ntp 1 l?yal to th~ .truth as he saw it e.nd. to his readers' interests. 

Mr. Zonovr s ame~dw.ent represented so prof.o:und a departure· from the 

democra~i~ concept of jovxn~lism t~t np code incorporating it could be 

accepted by independe:at journ~lists. That did. not imply that journalists were 

rJ.ot prepared to fight fascism. The Sub..Ccl'lllliission itself had set an example 

when? meet:l,ng at Montevideo in the shadow of a fascist regime which had been 
.. '~ 

viciously persecuting independent newspapers, it bad adopted an expreeai~n · 

of sympathy wit~ their position and had tried to mobilize public opinion in 

support of the~.. Everyone was in :favour of peace; ·but a· statement of that 

view would .b.e out of place in a binding code of et.~ica which would allow the· 

state to define what constituted a threat to peace. That ques;tiori. had been 

threshed out over and over again in-many United Nations bodies, It was to 

be hoped that the Sub .. Commiss1on would again reject the attempt to illl,Pose upon 

the journalist, as a duty rather than as an idea~, the prol!l0tion cf 

acM.vities which were utterly irreleva~t to the profession. 

Mr. CHANG recalled that the qu~stion of the duties ~f news p'eraonnel 

had been settled"' at the previous sessi("'n. He could not agree with 'Mr'• Zonov 

th~t the primary duty of such personnel wa~ the pr~motion of peace; that was 

the duty of €;Overnments. According to Mr. Zonov1 when anewspaperman reported 

aggression by or..e country agair.st. another, the -newpaperma.n and not the· 

country was endang~ring the peace. ~ vas Ul'lable to share tha;b view. nnd wrtuld 

therefore, like I>fr. Binder, oppose Mr. Zonov's a.IJendment (E/CN.4/Sub.l/l60). 

Mr. Z0~~0V noted tho.t there was a certain sameness abou+. the arguments 

advanced aga_instUSSR proposals in va;rious United Nations bodi.es. Iris 

amendment pursued a wor;tby purpose, al'l.d he could o:tly regret that it had so· 

far met with no supuort. . . . . 

/There was 



There was no proof for the absur[ and oft-repeated contentien that 

the press in his country was regimented by the State; but there could be no 

doubt that the Hearst, McCormick and Luce publications obeyed instructions 

frcm their owners, 

Mr. AZKOUL felt that the ideas in Mr. Zonov's amendment were 

unexceptionable in themselves; but they went beyond the scope of the draft code 

of ethics. In l;l.is viow, the journalist's primary obligatiQn was to seek and 

report the truth.· Because the press wielded so great an influence· in troubled 

times, he was prepared to reoognize that journalists should refraln from 
.. 

propaganda which might disturb international relations, arouse discrimination, 

or otherwise oppose the prlnciplee of the United Nations, and w~uld support a 

text in that negatiye form. He could not, however, accept the inclusion in 

the draft code of ethics of any text imposing on journalists the positive 

obligation of making propaganda of any kind or of conbating any given ideology. 

No newspaperman should be a missionary, save of fiis own free will; all that 

could be required of.journalists was that they should be honest reporters, 

Mr. MOULIK wished to introduce an amendment which covered the same 

ground a~! Mr. Zonov' s, but was phrased in a negative form. Re hoped that 

both Mr. Azkoul a.ndcMr. Zonov would suppt:lrt it. The am!)ndm~nt consisted in 

transferring article II, paragraph 4 to the end of article I and adding a new 

paragraph 4 to article II, reading as follows~ "They shall exercise special 

restraint in reporting and commenting on items of inf9rmation dealing with 
. . It 

situations of tension arising from racial, religious or econom:ic discriminations. 

18/3 p.m. 




