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Representative. Of:&a spocialized agsm%‘ .

Mr, CARNES  United Netions Bducatiomal, Scientific
"~ and Cultural Grganization (UNESCO) -

Representative of a nen-gzovernmental oraanization~
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Mr, BEER oo Imtermational League for the Rigmta
| | | ; i ~of Man
Seeretariats .
Mr. BEK - Seeretary of the Sub-Commission

DRAFT INTERNATIONAL GODE OF ETHICS (E/CN.4/Sub.1/151, E/ON.4/Sub.l/151/Add.1,
E/oN.4 fSub.1/160, E/cN.4/Sub.1/L.1, E/CN.L /Sub.1/L.2/Rev.1, E/CN./Sub.1/L.3,
E/CN. h/Sub 1/L 3/Corr.l E/CN.&/Sub 1/L k) (eontimed) .

'Mr.”MdULIK'propbsed the insertion Qf thé word "by" before the word
"sonstantly" and of the words "erd trust" aftor the word “responsibility" in
the second paragraph of the pream‘ble of the draft code of ethilecs
(E/GN.h/Sub.l/l5l, page 45), The first amsndment was purely stylistie; . the
gecord was requi:qed because the press, exerclsling, as It 414, enormous power,

mst aceept the responsibility for seeing that that pewer was not abused.

: Mr, LOPEZ would accept Mr;‘Moulik's secord emeniment erd, 1f necessary,
insert it in his own (E/CN.4/Sub,1/L.L). He could not see any, stylistie
reason for Mr, Moulik's first amendment; the toxt wes more gramatieal as it

stoed,

In reply to the CHATRMAN, Mr. OHANG sald thet he wowld furthsr study the
comments of the informatlion-entsrprises and professionzl associations to see whieh
of them he eould spensor i)ersona.lly, in accordance with the Chaeirman?s previous
ruling, and submit them to the next meseting, None of them would apply to the
preanble

Mr, AZKOUL would prepare an amendment to the preamble té be submitted at
the next meeting. The preamble should inciude a paragraph, similar to the first
paragraph of the preamble of the Charter, placing the code of ethies in 1ts
historiesl oontext., The presmble as 1t stood stated that freedom of information
| /should te
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should be safeguarded erd it was implied thet the press would be less liable to
interference from govermments if It improved 1ts standards of professional
corduct; but that was not sufficient. There should be some 'statement of the
view that the press had become an instrument of sush power that the fate of
individuals, nations and perhaps even of humanity might be swayed by 1ts misuse
and that the realization of that fact hed led the United Nations to contemplate
drafting an international code of ethies. It was true that it was not incumbent
on the press to solve the world's problems, but it should faithfully reflect them,
Some reference to that view should be included in the preamble,.

Mr. LOPRZ regretted that Mr. Azkoul had not thought fit to submit his

amerdment earlier,

The CHAIRMAN thought that the debate on the amendments to the preamble
had been neerly completed. While awaiting Mr. Moulik's ard Mr. Azkoul's .
amendments, the Sub-Commission might usefully discuss article I. Mr. Zonov
hed submitted & proposed new erticle (E/CN.4/Sub.1/160), which might or might
not be regarded, for the purpoées of voting, &s an addition to the preamble;
he would make that declsion later. )

Mr. ZONOV said that he would prefer that the preamble should be voted
before his propoged new article, He hed already given the gist of the reasons
- why sueh an artiele was needed; 1t suppliled the necessary referenece to the
purposes ard principles of the Jnited Nations. At & previous meeting it had
been asserted that his amsrdment added nothing new;  but he laid no elaiim to
originality, He was merely reasserting the fact that it was incumbent upon the
Journalist to work for the ijdeals of ths Unlted Nations. Everyone should do
his utmoat to promcte‘frier'xﬁ.ly relations between peoples and combat discrimination;
the workers in the press and information services had a particular responsibility
in that respect, The explicit statement of the purposes and principles of the
United Netions had been included in the Charter and in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights arnd would no deubt be embodied in the future international
coverants on human rights. Surely i1t would not be out of place in a document
such as the international code of ethics. THe was not suggesting that any

paragraph in the existing text should be deleted.
‘ /Mr, BINDER



E/(m! k/m.m/sm?é
Page 4

€ +

Mr, BINDER said thet ke had descrived Mr. Zonovis amendment as a
rehashing of the seme proposals orly begguse it wes just one mere eﬁample"of
the vay in which he and the USER .delegation. continu&lly sttempted to use fhe
United Nations to espread and enforce their view that the regimented
Journalist shﬂuld be an instrument af the state rather than a reporter of -
events, 1oyal to the truth as he saw it end to his readers! interests.

Mr. Zogpt's amen&ment represented so profound a departure from the

éémocrgpig concept of journslism that no code incorporating it could be
Zbceptéd by inéependent;Journglists., That did mot imply that jJournalists wére
not prepared to figﬁt fasclsm, The Sub~Commission itself had set an example
when, meeting at Mbntevideo in the shadow of a fascist regime which had been
vicicusly persecuting independent rewspapers, it had adcpted an expressiﬁn

of sympathy with their position and had tried to mobilize public opinion in
support of tnem._ Everyone was In favour of peace; but s statement of that
view would be out of place in & binding code of ethics which would allow the
state to define wnat constituted a threat to peace. That question had been
threshed out over and over agaln in-many United Nations bodiess It was to

be hoped,that the 5ub~Commlss¢on would sgain reject the attempt fo lupose upen -
the Journalist,‘aé alduty rather than as an ldeal, the promotion of ‘
sctivities which were utterly ilrrelevant to the rrofession.

‘ yﬁ.qCHANG recalled that the question of the dutles of news personnel
had been‘settiéd%at the previcus session. ‘He could not agree with Mrs Zorov
thet the primary duty of such perscnnel wap the promotion of péacé; that was
the duty 6f governments. According to Mr. Zonov, when a newspaperman repOrtéd
aggression by one country against enother, the newspaperman and not the- '
country was‘endangering the peace, IHe was umable to ghare thed view and wauld
therefofe,llika'Mr,‘Binder, oppose Mra Zonov's amendment (E/CN.L/Sub.1/160).

Mf. ZONOv>roted ﬁhat there vas a certaln sameness gtout the srguments
advance& against USSR proposals in variocus United Naotions bodies. His -
amendment pursued a worthy purpose, ard he could oaly regret that it had so
far met with no supnort. ‘

~ [There wvas
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There was no proof for the absurd and oft-repeated contentien that
the press in his country was regimented by the State; but there could be no
doubt that the Hearst, McCormick and Luce publications obeyed instructions

frem their owners,

Mr, AZEOUL felt that the ideas in Mr, Zonov's amendment were
unexceptionable in themselves; but they went beyond the scope of the draft code
of ethics. In~his view, the Journalist's primary obligatiaen was to seek and
report the truth, Because the press widlded so great an influsnce in troubled
times, he was prepared to recognize that Journalists should refrain from
propaganda which might disturb international relatlions, arouse discrimination,
or otherwlse oppose the principles of the United Natiouns, and weuld support &
text in that negative form., He could not, however, accept the inclusion in
the draft code of ethics of any text imposing on Journalists the pesitive
obligation of meking propaganda of any kind or of ccnbating any given 1deologye
No newspaperman should be a misslonary, save of his own free will; all that
could be required of Journalists was that they should be honest reporters,

Mr. MOULIK wished to introduce an amen&menf which covered the same
ground as Mr. Zonovts, but was phraeed‘in a negative form, He hoped that
both Mr. Azkoul and Mr. Zonov would suppert it, ~ The amendment consisted in
transferring article II, paragraph 4 to the end of article I and adding a new
paragraph 4 to article II, reading as follows: "They shall exercise special
restraint in reporting and commenting on items of information dealing with
situations of tension arising from racial, religious or economic discriminations.”

The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m,

18/3 p.m.





