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~:'!?!~l:-~~~!-t.X~ 0L~~1'§.~~~~~: 
:tv'.r • CARNES United Nations Educational, 

Seien·tific and Cultural Organi."Z.ation 
(UNESCO) " 

Representatiyes of non-§overn~ntal ~r.~anizat~: 

~tegO}'l B: 

Mr. LJ!.'\~IN 

£!12;;sister.: 
Mr. NAGORSKI 
Mr. MOSS IN 

Secreta.ria·t: 

Mr. HUMPHREY 

Mr. EEK 

) 
) 

Agudas Israel World Organization 

In~nal Federation of Free 
Journalists 

Representative of the Seeretary-General 

Secretary of the Sub-Commission 

SUG'lESTIONS CONCERNTim THE FU!'t~E WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN THE FIELD 

OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (ECONot.UC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION 414 B III (XIII)) 

(E/CN.4/Sub.l/157 and E/CN.4/Sub.l/158) 

The CHAI~~N informed the Sub-Commission that the Seeretary-Ge~eral 

had just received three communications, from the Canadian, French and Indian 

Governments respectively, in reply to his appeal to all governments for 

suggestions concerning the future work of the United Nations in the field of 

freedom of inf~rmation. The communication from the Indian Government had been 

circulated as document E/2178. The other two communications would be issued 

shortly in the same form. However, he would ask the Secretary of the 

Sub-Commission to read them so that members could acquaint themselves with 

their contents without delay. 

Mr. EEK (Sec~etary of the Sub-Commission) read the communications from 

the Canadian and French Governments. 

In accordance with the decision taken at the previous meeting the 

CHAIRMAN called upon the repreecntative of the International Federation 

of Free Journalists. 

/Mr • NAGORSKI 
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Mr. NAGORSKI (I~ternationa.l Federation ,of Fr~e Journa.lists) said t'!lat 

the Federation he represented set grea't hopes on the results of the 

Suo-Commission's work; its members were not professional diplomats, but 

experts determined that the cause of freedom of information should triumph 
,. 

throughcut the world. 

The Federa~ion had come into being four years previously as a 

result of the suppression of freedom of information in certain parts of the 

world. It was composed of about 1000 Alba.nian,·Bulgarian1 Czech, Hungarian, 

Poliesh, Slovak., Romanian, ukrainian, Estonian, Lithuanian ·and Yugoslav 

journalis·ts who had had to leave their countries 1 and in ·some cases even 

their families, because they could no longer exercise their profession under 

the conditions existing. They were all living in Western Europe and in the 

United States and were collaborating in.the publication of over 150 newspapers 

in the languages of their countries of origin. Unt:U recently most of them 

had tr"ied t-..o ren:.a.in at their posts and make the bee.~~ of tbc increasingly 

difficult conditions imposed on the press. But they had been too faithful 

to the ideal. of f:ct::ed.om of inforw.G,tion, too accustomed to healthy competition 

and too deeply orp-:~sod to the met.:10d of dictating to journalists what they 

shauld in':i te ani f0:t''!!ng them to honour certain persons to be· able to continue 

their work in their o:.,n co1m'tries. Hhen an unruly mob, under the eyes of 

a complacent police, had begun to set fire to their newspapers, to destroy 

their printing presses &~d to threaten the journalists themselves, they had 

been forced to seek refuge elsewhere. 

The Federation had regarded the Economic and Social Council's 

decision to grant it consul·~ative status the previous year as an important 

step forward and a great honour. Ita members were convinced that they could 

be of service to bodies such as the Sub .. Commission since they c~me from countries 

in which terror reigned and from which no information reached the outside world 
freely. 

Hith regard to his Federa.tion1 s proposal that the Sub-Commission should 

set up an ~ ~ committee to inquire into the situation of the press and 

organs of information throughout the world1 the Federation was eonviaced 

that such an inquiry would reveal many cases of violation of freedom of the press 

/so far 
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s0 far u~known. . I:t ,:would helJ;! to. evolve ne•..;_ IDetbode of ensuril'1.g. free flow 

of in:'ormation to .. the peoples; it .would give newsp~per ed..i:'oors new impetu;:;.; 

and Hi w.culd be a ao)J.Tc.e of inspiration for young journalists. More.ov-cr; 

it would en,.'lance tl:le pre:P .. ~ige of the. United Nations., as the decisiolJ, to 

intervene in Korea had done. The Federation realized that its pr,posal·was ... 

very boldJ wt.~.ldnes.s. always commanded respect. The .!:2:: !!.9!1 comm~ttee would 

be able· to stud~r. ·the . evils. at presP.nt besetting the press of the world, sucll 
•• • •.$ .,.,. ' ' (..' 

as.racial discrimination, ~he,influence of big advertising, eensorilhip1 ' . ,,,. ' . .- . ' •' ' . 

dictatorship and the complete subordination of journalists to the party in. 
""' • 1 • • • '. ' 

ptlwer. An international inq,ui!'Y uould have the fur.ther advantage of awakening 

the .consciences of. those who lived in countries where the~e wat; no freedom 

of information and of stimulating them to aspire to. the same righ~~.as more 

fortunate men enjoyed. in .c/cher countries. It v.rotlld .thus p~cvid.e a means ,of 

spiritual eontact. ~l:?etween the peoples.. . Cultu":"al ex~7:::B!\sE'S be:'~';reen .. men living 

in cou.."'l.tries with different sy;;;·cems of gove1r.rrc: .·,t >-re~c r::E:c::_sel:/ wb.aJG was most 

lacking in "~he vror ld ·today. Cert;ain . c ir ~o..les '.·rere s yt:.. 

any contacts of the;tt kind e.nd ili'e:.:-e us::.ng every :'_;loa.:..r(;:u;' · · ·· '·· "~ end 
J ·~·':" v .. ' 

in particular 1 the indoc'trination of young pccple. J :? ' <· ~rting 
hi_storical fact.s to their docrtrinas, distorting ~he cuntc~r ~.~~ c .. :·.<.;hool books, 

and p~eventing their peo:ples from keeping abreast of events u'.;.t;t,;::..d.e their 

country. The committee, wh:l,ch the Federation was propo~Jing shculd be set up, 

should not the;ref<?l"e confine itself to studying the CCJnditions t4"1<1er 1·Thich the 

journalist lived, but should also consider.to what extent the s:uppression 

of freedom of. information was.r4ving detrimental effect .nn the .intellectual 

development of ymJI}.g peopl9. . .,lt wouJ_d also. have .to propose measures througll 

which the press could contribute to a better knowledge of con-temporary events. 
' ). ' ' '. . .. . ' 

La~t.1Y:.1 it i·rould have fir:mly to oppose the idea that journalist waa synonymous 

w~ th propagandi.s'ti. 

The effect of the proposed inquiry would thus be to expose all 

~nfring~ments of fr,eedom of in:fc.rmatio~; in whatever c.,un-t:ry corn;aitted. It 

was essential to the success of such an und.e~:e':i}:ing that t;:le corJ:::.it:~ee, to. which 

the inC!_uiry vias entrusted should hav~ authority ,.t~. enter :tile teE :: ~c.:::-y of 

every country and to 5tuqy cor:!ditions;there freely1 without.government 

interference. If the editors of newspapers were to assist it in its work, 

/they must 
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they must be assured that they would not h~Ye t:o answer .to thqir governments 

for their co-operation once the committee had left the country. Obviously, 

all countries would ~ot readily submit to such an inquiry. The International 

Federation did not seek to restrict the inquiry to the countries of Central 

and Eastern Europe, It had already had occasion to protest against the 

suspension of th~ newspaper ~ Prensa and would not hesitate to protest again 

if similar measures were taken in the Middle East or elsewhere. But it 

considered itself particularly entitled to give its views on the subject because, 

except for continental China, lle( geographical area had been more aff.ected by 

tctalitarian methods than the area it represented. The Federation's members 

had many friends who were in prison, whose newspa~ers had been converted into 

party organs and whose trade u-nions had been dissolved. The Federation was the 

mouthpiece of those who no longer enJoyed freedom of expression. 

Independently of the inquiry into the moral conditions under which the 

press functioned in various OO'~tries 1 the Federation considered that the 

distribution of nevffiprint and the position of press unions should also be 

investigated~ The extent to Which governments, private interests and other 

parties intervened in the dis~utiQn and pricing of newsprint should be 

ascertained, as should the abiJ.ttt' f"ot journo.lists' unions to protect their 

members' rights. The Federation accordingly proposed that the problem should 

be treated as a whole and on a world.wide basis, having regard to the fact 

that freedom of information had long been a dead letter in its members• countrie& 

of origin. Among th~ unions which met the required conditions and enjoyed 

complete liberty \ms the Aw.erican Newspaper Guild. That union, the 

communist members of which had been expelled in consequence of a decision 

taken by vote, was extremely active and courageously defended its members' 

interests. Such a body could only function in a free and democratic country, 

and that led the Federation to the view that the proposed committee·should 

also study the social ideas current in the countries in ·which it was called 

upon to undertake an inquiry. 'l'he ccmmi ttee would undoubtedly . be eon!ronted 

with serious obst~les. Hitler would never have allowed an .inte~a.tional 
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committee to undertake an inquiry .into the Nazi :press and there was no reason 

to believe that a different at·titude wbuld be taken by countries in \~hich 

theories similar to nazism pre\railed under another name. The United Nations 

should not, ho·t~ever, hE:sitate to carry out the inquiry because of such 

difficulties, since the inquiry into forced labour provided a preeedent 

for such action, and a successful one. Although some countries had refused 

to co-operate with the Committee on Forced Labour, it had nevertheless 

succeeded in making a thorough study of the question. It might be objected 

that an international inquiry on freedom of information would serve no purpose 

if the countries where auch freedom was most lacking de~lincd to co·operate, 

but the inquiry would still not be entirely useless. The few countries which 

might exclude the committee ~ould in feet be indicating that condit1ons there 

were not entirely above suspicion. Some of them would be compelled tc yield 

to the pressure of public opinion. In the very small minority of cases in 

which that was precluded by the absence of a public opinion, the United Nations 

could still find some means of obtaining an approximate ond general idea of the 

situation. ~~mbers of the Fed~ration of Free Journalists were prepared to 

give their loyal assistance in the proposed committee's work. Until recently 

the ~~jority of them had been ~loyed on their national publications. The 

Federation was well aware that freedom of information did not exist in any part 

of the world in an ideal form. But, whereas .in democratic countries there 

was freedom to advocate the ideal, it was treated as a crime to do so in 

totalitarian regimes. That was why the Federation had asked permission to be 

heard by the Sub-Commission. 

Mr. Nagorski conclu~cd by giving a broad summary of the proposal to 

set up an international committee to inquire int~ freedom of the press throughout 

the ,.,cd.do If the proposal v:as adopted, the Federation would like to be 

assigned a special study in accordance with paragraph 31 of Economic and 

Social Council resolution 288 {X) of 27 February 1950. The Federation could 

assure the Sub-Commission forthwith that it was in a position to supply complete 

and objective information on conditions in the countries of 9rigin of its 

members -- Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Hungary, Pol.a.nd, Romania and Yugoslavia. 

/The CHAiffi.fA.N 
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. ~he Clf.URMAN cOngr.atl.l~.ted _the ~presentative of ~e Int.Eirnt!t1enal 

Fede~t1on of.Free Joumalists on his skilful :presentation of his case; in - ' . . ' . . ~ 

. · .. eqnnec.xion :w:i, th. hie ue:e of the te,l11l· 11 total1 tar ian", he observed that that 

~ ~d.J~ct1v~ eO\lld. be apiD:~d e.q'I:!.ElllY we_ll to several ~ountries 1n the'·East; · th~ 
We_et .. or the Middle East. 

' ' ' ,' . ' . 

... Mr .. ZONOV ooid thet he did not intend ~ Join 1~ the general debate on 
' ' - ' ' - . . .. . ..... 

-questions which were nQt wi:~in the competence of the SUb-Commission and which 

would need cQ.Cslde:rable time for exmnination. He would corir1ne ·his cOllll'.OOnta "to 

the ~u~u,:hct ot' tl:e SUb-Conunission 's future work:. In view of the very general 

ste:i:c:·~·"t.'L·~ which P.lld been made, .h~ver, he felt ccim~lled to submit certain" 

Ob£13:CVtl t1ont!. .-. 

First, he wOUld. streaethe point thet Mr·. :Binder had only re:r;eateo: the 

ideas whieh were usually expressed by United States representatives before 

U~ted Netione o~ans. The:re_was nothi~ ~win th~ eubstanee of his atate~t, 
Re .had s:pok:en ~~nd.iloquently of the o~• ~:reedom which should prevail<tn the 

field of 1nfonna,tion. Hia .. _:n'Jal w1~ ws '00 see the .Alnerican press made ·free: of 

ell the 1'1'£.die of 1nfol"'llation in order to extend :fte domination to all coun't:rles 

of the wer:a, :particularly those countries whose intoimatio~ services were still 

in ~-rudimentary etege •..• 

Mr. Binder h~d the!l e:po~n of the obetec~ea to freedom of 'iri.formation, 
&·n,d hed been ~a~ful not. to :me;nti.on that in his own' countey the preee W:as' owned 

. . 

by -oonopoUee; he had 8lso refroined from referring to advertising which vas 

:none. the lees a ve"Q important factor in the United States. 
• .,_f - ·- •·" •• 

~ I . ' . F • .. • • -, 

With regard to the Federotion of Journalists, whose state:ment the 

· · Sub..CQill:Jniseion had juat heal"Q., it was a group of fascists expelled fr(1!Jl their 

countries. of origin because they had tried to maintai~' the yoke of the 

ce:p1ta.l.iste.t\lnd landed propri~tors. China had exP,iied j~rnalists for the ~same 
reasons ~A n~~n.joyed :full freedom. He did not wish to sP:iak at greeter 

' •' . ' 

_ len.sth; ,but. re,aerved. the right to BIJ;'ak aga:n later. 

Mr. CIIAN:} noted that M:r. Zonov ws p:trticularly skilled in the art of 

aophistr,y1 anyone hearing him might think tJ:I.at his country was the ORly ons 

W:hlch defended f'~ed.om. of' infol"l!la:ti,Oll. He w.ished to ask Mr. Zonov a .few 

questiQrla. 

I A+. t.ha t. 



At t.b.et IJ.-,me;nt there wee ehcwiug ~;~t a New York e!nena 1 m the very 
ee'l3tre o~ tHe city 1 tt fil.ID EIJ4t1 tled. "New Chine" 1 produeed by USSR .rt~ til 

. . -
Chi::ea. He wondered whether a eimilar state ~ affaire would be poeie1'ble i~ the 

USSR' or the tmtelllte nountriee. Mr. Zenev ~ad a~ alleged that Chim under 

the Kucadzrta!.lg had eDjsyed leas freedom than at the preaellt time. lie wished 

fo~ll.y t.o oOIJtradiot that statement. Duri-.g the war1 weekly press 

eonfereneee tad bee:c held at Chungking v» bed been attended by fareiga prees 

~m-ree);IO'Qde:Qts of all P<Jlit1~l Q:Pili:!ione~. The national regime 

had evaD tolerated the e:rleteDce of a eonm:n.miet oresn. · It could t:~ot 

therefore be maiXltained that the regime had pl.eeed obstacles ill the way ef 

· :tre9d.em of the preae. At the present time, on the contrary, the dlly 

foreign preee eorreepc.t~deDte allowed. 1n Chine were thooe of the Tass Agenoy. 

In rmeh c1reumetances freedom of the press wae non-existent. 

The repreael'ltati ve cf the f'rea JourJleliete had asked for e .o~»mmi ttee 
' 

ef illquiry; without cppoeillg that idea_. he wondered if such en illquiry' were 

really :neceaeary 1 since the Sub..commtae19'1 had already heard the f'acte etBted 

by Mr. Binder end by Mr. Nagorski hiii!J'lelt. It would be better to ask the 

Utlited. Natialle to cc:nd.em all the praotioes 1D question ill all parte of the 

world wbere tbey were applied. 

Mr. IOPEZ had l1ete:ned with 1Dterest to Mr. Billd.erta statement; 

e" a former juur.celiet a:nd a member ot the Sub...Commiesio:o be regt"etted that 

he was unable to agree with all Mr. Binder's ocmmentth 

Rep]Jing first to Mr. Billder's comments on the Sub-Commiseilt'ns work, 
' ' . 

he reoalled. the big part the Philippil'le delegatiOll had played in eo.tfnexion 

with freed.<>m of informtion at the time cf the 1946 Gellerel Assembly .... which 

had decided to eo~vene an inter.cotional ooDference on freedom of' information --

and ill subseque:Dt yeare. .· . . . 
Referring to Mr. BiDder's expression of dieeppoilltmellt at the reeulte 

obtained and the time_ lost, Mr. I.opez wished to ree.ell the construotive work 

the Cqr.fere:oee oll Freedom of !Dforrmticn had d(.)%leJ that work would serve ae 

a pertra:nent bef!ia for ell U:nited Net10ll6 efforts ill the field. Mr •. Binder had 

alf!o streaeed the urgent ne ture •:f the- trQr!l: remaining to be do.ne. Judging by 

/his e tti tude 
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hie attitUdS ·toward. the OM,e· 'ef ~thica,-.htWeVer, it YO\l#i BPl?e~l.7 ~t he 

himeelf would admit that the etitd:y of rrqebquestiotts at the, intei'l,1at10llal level 
. . " . . .. 

was quite aD iDilovstiC;n.,:: ·He· und.ere~cit Mr. Billde;o '1:1 impatieDce., but would 

like to 'poillt "out to him that some delay we-e inevitable pef~re methode of 
. ' ' . . . . ~ .... ' " . 

iDternationel eoll:Bborati:on eould. be ~tabllehed between. ent~ely differillg 

eountriea'·aJJ<l "before such· w~rk. eo'!Ad produoe e.ny SPPJ;El,eiable results. He 

'WOUld tru3refcire ask him to poe sese bis · S9Ul. 1n .:pa"J:iieJ:lee e~d t.o. judge With 

ind.ulgeDce the i.Ditial results the United Nat10lla ~d Qbtained 1D that field. 

While ragrett1ng that the resulte were nnt more 1Jnpreeaive, he retused to lay 

the blame on the Sub...Comm1es1!11oz:t or Oil other United Na~1oDe bod1e"'• The Sub­

Commieeion had liet met duri:Dg th~te Fevioue year beoeuse Bome of the Statea 

repreeeDted oil the CoUDeil --.his ow.n oountry w.aa llot.amoDg them -- appeared 

to be prejudiced aga:Lllst the Sub..Comm1sa:ion1 aDd had t.>O decided. The eame 

Member States wanted to abolish tl;le Sub.Comait:laicJJ. He saw :oo reason, in 

the eireumeta~ces 1 to eh~wer s~iteful ur1t1o1sm~ upOD the Sub-Ccm~iseion 

and to bllime it for· hav1Ilg obtet.:Jed so J..it.tle. result. F0.r hi8 part, he 

did not think that the time ~· 1n atudyil:Js thoee_ questions had been wasted; 

he was merely pre:pared to admit that eetiefactory rtlsulta oould only be obtained 

by Waiti:og ur.til the :pol.itical atrcoephex-e had cleared a little. 

Mr .. B·t.c~d.or's attitude vas itself th.e best preof that it vas desirable 

to extend the ·:::ub··Commlssi;;n rs trl!l:Od.ate or to eErt v.p !mother eimi:t.Dr o.rga:o. 

It wa\3 W<::l':;ll while to recall that1 a::t,thou.gh the Sub...Commiae:!.CZJ had 

been unable at ita itlet setisiot:s to taka up tha quas~10ll of the EJdequ1:1cy 

· ef the :news available to tt~e peopJ.ea e:Jd Qf the. obetaoiea to the free flow 

of 1;cformat1cn1 it lv3d a:pe;-:;t nrueh time studyiilg the problem at its firf'Jt ; 

eeeeion.. Ag.'~::n, ~;hc1 linitl'ld Nst:tons Co.cference OlJ Freedom of Inforn:e~tiOlJ 

·had considered 1D g:;.·EMt detail. the q,ueeticn t·f the "free flow t'Jf 1JJ:f'ormt1onu 

and had adopted many reso1utions on the matter. 

frlrr. Binder 
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Mr. Binder had emphasized eensorship and all the kinds c:t restrietions 
. ' 

imposed on the activities c:f' foreign correspondents. While he· agreed with 

Mr. lUnder1 s ca:aments, he 'Wished to stress another aspect o:f' the problem. The 

difficulties :tt.r. Binder had underlined were those confronting journalists in 

countries where the informatiol'l. media were highly de~lcped. They vere of a 

political nature, and were · ·merely the result of c\lTreilt international 

tension.They could only be removed it international relations improved, whereas 

the purely physical obstacles were by far the DOS~ important for the under­

developed countries. At tlie mom.ent the under-developed countries lacked ,rinting 

presses, receivers and transmitters and had no means of obtaining them. In 

view o:f' the current market situation they were also unable to secure an adequate 

supply of newsprint, Mr. Binder had show '1.Ulderstanding on that point, but he 

was the spokesman of a country vi th highly developed information media and 1 ts 

main concern was constantly to increase the volume of news. The situation was 

quite different in the economically less favoured countries. They had much 

infori!la~ion to supply, but la.ek.ed the physical means of bringing it to the notice 

of the public. It vas more importa.Dt to pve XI8VS to the peoples ot India, who 

had neither nevspapers nor radi~s, than to provid~ the inhabitants qf the 

United States with even fuller news. The solution of the problem depended 4011 

the spirit ~f co·operation which the developed countries might be kind enough to 

show, Only through their assistance could the information media in the less 

:tavt~ured countries be im:proved. He va.s gratified to oote that efforts had aJ.r.eady 

'been made in that direction. He felt that they should be increased in the :ruture. 

He also paid a tribute to the work of UNESCO and to its anti-illiteracy campaigns 

in particular. 

Mr. BINDER remarked that his statement of the prE':vious day seemed to 

have caused some misunderstandings. He would try to remov·(, t,hem by explaining 

in detail his views on certain points which h~ had been obliged to deal with 

briefly to avoid extending his statement undu:.y. When he had referred to his 

disillusiomnent., and that of a large body of public opinion in his country, at 

the uneatisfactory results of the present session of the Sub-Commission's work, 

be had in no way intended to detract from the important work of the :t'irst session, 

The prepa,r~t.<:n.-y work for the Geneva Conference, thanks to the e::fforts of 

Mr. Lopez and his c•11eagues, had been t.he .u::ost l-Ufet'ul.. l1!ld \1!Uua.'ble acbieft'U!lent 

jot the 
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of the United Nations in the :field of freedom of ·Ud"orma.ti~n~ Again, when he 

had einphas·ized that the United States had been the pioneers in that fielc1,. he 

had not intended in any way to detract from the vital p.art pl,ayQd by tQ.e · 

Philippine Government· and the disti-nguishe-d contribution of General Romulo in 

particular~ He~ had been merely ref' erring to the resolution adopted .bY the 

United States· Congress as early as 1944 on the initiative of the American 

SOciety of Newspaper Editors.. · That resolution ha.d reque-sted all governments 

to· c"onsid:er w-ays ar.d means pf" el1ininati.ng ·'the obstacles to the free flow of 

information. The United States and tbe Philippines had, in. t®t instance, 

shared the same anxiety, which agaiD showed }low close the two peoples were in 

their ideas. 

To dispel any misunderstanding, he also explained that he had not 

consulted his -Ooverrim.ent 'before :ina.king his. statement in the Sub-Cotrmli:ssi~. 

On the other hand, he had been in -contaet vith many Unit0d States journalists 

and had e~ressed the disillusionment they felt on noting the meagre results of 

the Sub·Commiss1on's work. That dis-content was real and was becoming ever more 

Widespread; it was creating an a.'bllosphfte ot: hostility to all the ~rk the 

United Nations had done in that field. For exam.Ple, a recent circular of the 

.Amer1ean B"ar Association denounced the convention on the gathering and inter-

.. ·na.tioria.l. transmission of ·neva as an attack on the constitutional rights of 

United States eitizens ana requested the publie authorities to rejeet it 

eategorie~y. The same trends vere beeaming apparent in.the American Society 

of' Newspaper Editors. He personally vas in f'e.wur of the eoovention, but he 

fully appreciated the attitude of the press ii1 his eouritry, although· he 

regretted certain ·obviously exaggerated reactions •. A number of' his journalist . 

colleagues s~t~s actually looke·d upon him as a ehsmpien of' interna.tionEil.ism 

and a _stubborn id~alist. At all events~· it had been his duty to. draw the Sub:,;; 

Commission's attention to a reBl situation and, tO give it a serious warning of' 

the possible outcome. 

Before deciding on the appl;'nach of the United States representatives on 

the Economic and Social Council, his country's delegation had asked him whether 

he considered it necessary te continue the Sub-Commission. Cont'ronted with the 

discontent e:f prof'essional circles, he had had to admit in self·de.fenee that it 
was better to termina.te its activities. He was still eonvinced that 'Ghat 

deeision had 9erved the c.a:use of tree.dam o£ in:f'orms.tiO:D. a.tm the higher interests 

Jot the 
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of the United Na·bions. But, if he felt that the Sub-COmmission was adopting a 

more construetive approach to its work, he voul.d, of course, be prepared to change 

his attitude accordingly. 

He had refrained from raising the matter of the situation of the press 

in the USSR, although he had copious documentation on the· subject. What he had 

wanted to bring out was that the United States vas at the moment much less· vell 

informed on the situation in the USSR, China and certain countries of Eastern 

Europe than it had been twenty years before~ He deplored that situation. The 

opportunity of sending correspondents to foreign States and of receiving com­

prehensive cables from them was, to his mind, an invaluable privilege. Be had 

.certaiill.yrllO't cla:lmed, on behalf' of. the press agencies of his country, the right 

to send informa:t.ion to foreign newspapers which they did not wish to have. 

Mr. Zonov had therefore been wrong in accusing him o~ biased motives. 

Finally, he wished to persuade hiS eQllea.gues on the. Sub-Commission that 

he had always endeavoured to take their respective opinions into account and that 

he had never unierestimated the work which most of them ha.d accomplished. 

The CHAIRMAN stressed that there vere many journalists and politicians 

in every country in the world who approac:hed the great questions "'f principle in 

a spirit of bias or mvtivated by paltry opportunism. In that connexion, he quoted 

the case of the convention· on the freedom of information, now rejected by a great 

ma.j~rity of the world's governments and journalists, who had nevertheless w.rmly 

welcomed it at the beginning. But sooner or later principl.ee triumphed and those 

'Who ha.d stood alone in championing certai:p. unpopular causes would eventually know 

the fruits of victory. Mt-. Binder must not therefore be a.fraid.to combat, as he 

had done in the past, 'the hostility of' the professional circles in his country in 

order to defend the actiVities of the United Nations in the field ~f freedom of 

information and to· give the Sub-Commission the opportunity of continuing the work 

which it had begun. Some day events woul.d prove him right. 

The meeting rose at 5.10 p.m. 

25/3 p.m. 




