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SUGGESTIONS CONCERNING THE FUTURE WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN THE FIELD OF
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION L1k B ITT (XIII);
E/CN.4/Sub.1/164, E/CN.4/Sub.1/167, E/CN.4/Sub.1/168, E/CN.4/Sub.1/172,
E/CN.4/Sub.1/173, B/ON.4/Sub.1/174, E/CN.4/Sub.1/L.12, E/CN 4/sub.1/L.1k,
E/cN.4/Sub.1/L.15) (eontinued)

‘Mr. WAITHMAN acknowledged the merit of the suggestion made by the
Chairmen et the morning meeting. It would, he sald, be an excellent idea to
enwbody in the report to the Economic and Social Council all the draft resolutions
and other proposals before the Sub-CUmmiaa@on concerning the future work of the
United Nations in the field of freedom of informetion. The Sub-Commisslion
should, however, not confine itaself to that procedure: +the Rapportsur's work
of explanation snd Bynthesis ghould enable 1t to adopt one or two
reconrendations to the Council.

Mr. LOPEZ wondered whether it wes really necessary to ask the
Rapporteur to do that preliminary work, which would in no case assist membera
of the Sub-Commission In voting. He therefore suggested a separste vote on

/each
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each proyoeal snd, 1f neceasary, on each emendment submitted to the reeting.
The propossls would be put to tlLe vote 1n the oéder in wvhich they were mede.
Moreover, there was nothing to prevent the Sub-Cormission, in 1ts report to the
Economic and Social Council, from glving the texts nf resoluticms 1t had not
adopted, Indicating tho reaults of the varlcua vortes, and summarizing the
argurents put frrward In debate,

Mr. WAITEMAN fearsd that the procedure suggested by Mr. Lopez might
leed the Sub-Commission to vote puccesslvely for the estahllshment of several
organs. On the cnntrary, 1f the Rapporteur had dono the preliminary woerk of
combining the wvarious proposals, it might porhaps wanage to agree cn the
establishment of a single commission.

Mr. AZKNUL pointed out that Mr. Welthman's suggestion had undeniable
advantages, The Sub-Commrission had first to decide whethsr the proposed
cormiasion should be permenent or temporary. If the Sub-Camipsion declled to
set up s permanent commission «- for example by asdorting the draft resolution
recomending continuation of the existing Sub-Comriscion (E/CN,.4/sSur.1/173) --
it would be important to kmow whether Mr. Pleic erd Mr. Walthman were prepared
to inatruct that permenent body to deal with matters which they would like to
entrust to tempcrery commissiona. If, on the other herd, the Sub~Commission
should decide not to set up & permenent commiasion, 1t could proceod to vote om
the proposals of Mr. Ploic end Mr. Waithmon. In any case, whatever deoiston
were taken, Mr. Binder's proposal (E/CN.4/Sub.l/167) calling for, ameng other
things, & survey on freedom of Informetion would have 0 bhe put to the vote,
That procedure, which required prelinimary combination of the verilous preoposals,
would onabls the Sub-Commission to svold creating several orgesns.

Mr. PLEIC thought tnat in any case the Council would make its own

decision and would not consider the Sub-Commission's votes decisive. In the
circumstances 1t mattered little whether the Sub-Commission merely trenamitted

the list of proposals before it or made one or two formal recommendations. The
first solution wes therefore bettsr. The Economic, Employment and Pevelopment
Commission, at its lest session, had likewise decided to transmit to the Council
all the proposela before 1t without taking eny formal declasion. A precedent

therefors existed.
/Mr. MOULIK
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Mr, MOULIK pointed out that the legilcal conclusicn from Mr, Plelcts
argument was that the Econcmic and Social Council mede its decisions regerdless
of the recommendations of 1ts subsidlary crgans. If that were so, ‘there would
be no need to invite suggestions from them, The Sub-Commission should ask the
Repporteur to condense. end clarify the proposals before it, deleting redundant
texts, If that work of simplificeticn proved difficult, the Sub-Commission
should proceed to vote on each of the draft resolutions,

Mr, WAITHMAN stressed the value eof grouping the verious draft '
resolutions according to their purpose, As Mr, Azkoul had remarked, the méin
issue wes undbdbtedly whether to recommend the establishment of a permanent
or a temporary organ, He himgelf woﬁl&,favnur a tempcrary organ as he '
suggested in his draft regolution (E/CN.4/Sub,1/168). For greater clarity
he would add the words "within rne year" after the words "Economic 'and Social
Council” in the third paragraph of his draft,

The CHAIRMAN welcomed the suggestion to group the various draft
resolutions before the Sub-Commissien according to their respective purpéses.
The Sub=-Commission would thus.be ensbled to vote mn specific questions in a
logical order. He hoped, however, that the Rapporteur would nct merely classify
draft resolutiohs according te their general ldeas but als” make a camylete
1ist of the main prcpesals contained in each, so that the Sub-Commission’might
dédide on those proposals as a whole, He would like the list to include his
own proposel urging UNESCO to expedite the establishment on a universel tasis
nt the'znte;natienal Institute of Press and Information (E/CN.A/Sub,1/172),

In reply to Mr, WATITHMAN, the CHAIRMAN said that the members of the
Sub-Commission would have full opportunity to exchange their views before voting

on the texts grouped by the Rapporteur,

Mr. LOPEZ asked the Rapporteur whether the Sub-Commission would vote
on principles or on specific texts.

/Mr. AZKOUL
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Mr, AZKOUL replied that for the most part it would vote on specific
texts grouped according to their purpose. That would not prevent a member of
the Sub-Commission who had voted for the adoption of a given text from
supporting another which he considered to be complementary to it, For example,
if the joint draft resolution calling for the establishment of a permanent
organ, submitted by Mr, Lopez, Mr. Moulik and himself were adopted, the Sub-
Commission could also, if it saw fit, adoptr Mr, Wailthman's proposal to set
up & temporary orgen., That would mean that it favoured the establishment of

two organs, one permasnent and ths other temporary.

Mr, BINDER asked the Chairmen if, after discussing whether to set up
a permanent or a temporary organ, the Sub-Commission would then go on to
consider what specific recommendations should be submitted to the Council,

The CHAIRMAN answered that it would. He asked the Rapporteur how
long he would need to prepare his draft.

Mr. AZKOUL replied that he thought he could bave the deocument ready
for the meeting next morning,

The meeting rose at L p.m,

31/3 p.m.





