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'Secretarigt; TR ; .
Mr. HUMPEREY Representative of the Assistant
o o Secretary-General
Mr. EEX Secretary of the Sub-Commission

HOURS OF MEETINGS
The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Sub«Commission should adopt the

following hours for its meetings: wmorning meetings from 10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and afternoon meetings from 3 p.m. to 5.30 p.u.

Mr. AZKOUL suggested that the hours of morning meetings proposed
by the Chalrman should be followed but that the schedule for afternoon
meetings should in principle be from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., with the understanding
that the debates might be continued until 5.30 if necessary.

It vas so deelded, |

/DRAFT INTERNATTONAL
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DRAFT INTERNATIOMAL CODE OF ETHICS (mdonomc AND SOCIAL councn. RESOLUTZO
306 E (xx) 5 E/cmu/sub 1/151, E/CN.h/BuB 1/151/Add.1)

“The. CHAIRMAN proposed that the Sub-Commission should set noon on
Fridey, T March, ms the time-limit for the submission of weitten emerndments
to the draft international code of ethics.

It was so decided,

Mr. BINDER (United States of America) recalled thaet he had e:fpv’ccsed
serious doubts stout the possibility of drafting an interna.ﬂ oral, code
vhich would geln seravel accentenice because of the p.fofound d.‘ vergences of
views in the corienporazy world. While bhis doubts pe rsisted, ke felt that,
as the Sub-Coma‘ssion was o zm’bued to tbe ta.sk of drafting an intarnatione.l
code, a few observalionus wer p‘e 1%9'

The Sub-Corziission must Hai‘t g simple end conclsz code, avoiding
the ambilguous and vezie terws wiiuh had ¢ aded o erc cp in at Montevideo.

It was also Imwurtent to avuid ex.resaions wish d.ng.' implications auch‘ as
slander and )ivel, In edditicr, it wouid .»e'ad* satile to omlt all reference
to sources of information; that was a scparate subJe::t wbtch rel ated to
protection of freedom of infosmeiion rathsr then to ethics. He elso had
serious doubts as to the adviscbllity of ircluding such expressions as "tegks
compatible with integrity and dignity” “vei'ac'tty‘ open to doubt", end "r\::_nou:“,.,._ ‘

The Sub-Commission should seek agreement on & brief non-controversiel h
code which should rot be recommended to govermeats;‘but to information |
enterprises and national and lnternational profess.‘;onal associatlons, vhich
vould epply it. |

At the request of the Chairman, Mr. MALE (Secreterint) exélzii;.ved the
technique and procedure for the submisslon of the draf'* cods of ethics to _
information enterprices and profess onal arsociations for comen* i,u accordance ..
with resolution 305 E (XI) of the Economic and Socia.l Council. Thae
Seeretariat had compiled a list of a.pproxtmatc 1y four hundred orgenizations

/ on the
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on the tasis of lists racelived fréﬁ;\govammc;ﬁw,iyearbééké , directories ; UNESCO
publications and other sources. It iiac{ gbviously been impossidle to request
comonts from all the -information enterprises im the world, and 1t had' been
esgunad tha» 1*@1?1&;114 enuterprises would meke thelr views known through
neticnal anl n* srmaticual prodessional a,ssgciatians. - The ma,«jor news agencie'é
hed been conbu" ad . :
The Sbcratary-Geneml had been requested by the Economc and Soclal
Council to _prepare his .anglysis on, the comments recelved for submission to the
thirtsenth ssas:_m of the Comcil, held ln the sumper of 1951. Subsequently '
a further ccm.mm ﬂation hed boen pent to orgamizations which hed failled to reply
and to o‘c&tera whlw had 'been mldad to the list. :
The E;t:sc.ztive Comi ttee of the Internationsl Fedoration of Newspaper .
Publishers and Edltors hed submitted comments (E/CN.4/Sub.1/151, page 2L) which
mst be coneidered in the light of the action of the cungress of that '
organizaticn (E, cw. u/°ub 1/1.51/Adr3..l, page h), a group with consultative status
in category B. o ‘ ) ‘
The task, of assembling the comments had been difficult beceuse of the -
necesaity of‘ compiling a list of organlzetions and contacting thoee organizations,'
which in many cases ho.d. frequantl;r charged eddress., - : ' ‘

' The cmmmm smtea tha.t Mr, Beer, a8 representativa of the Intem&tiona.l
league for the Righbs of Man, a non-gavernmen tal organization with consulsetive
status in category B, ha.d. asked to be heard by the Sub-Commisslon, and he
proposed that Mro Beer shculd be givan & hearing in -accordance with rule 30 of
the rules ‘of procedure.

Mr. BEER ( International Ls League for the Rights.of Man) supported the
reservations pmsen‘bed ‘by Mr. Bindar, ’l‘he International Isague for the Righta
of Man felt that the code rmst be ve.mm;azw and that no. interfsrernce by governmente
or non-govermmental Qrga.nizatione shoulc. be to'i.eratad. . ~If an internationsl code
was prepared, it should 'be conaidered as a mcqnmend.ation on which information
enterprises and profassimal associat* ons wculd be fres to act,

/s & representative
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- As & representative of the International League and as o working
Journalist) he ceplored restrictive teéndencies, which would limit rather than
protect freedom of infcrmation. In his opinion, 1t would be better to
conclude an international agreement establishing the duties of the pressl'
before drafting e code of ethics for Journalists, Further, a number of
the expressions cited by Mr, Binder might be interpreted aé limiteticns on
Journalists, while others related to the powers of newspaper owners and -
pudblishers rather than to Journalists or réporﬁers.

The Sub-Commission must avold sanctioning governmental interference
and must teke care that its texts wpu;d not be used by governménts”to restrict
freedom of information., The primary objective of protecting freedom of
information must conatently be borne in mind. -

The International League for the'Rights of Man regretied thet the
current sessicn of the Sub-Commigsion was to be the last. The decision
to eliminate subsidiary organs of the Commission on BHuman Rights and the
Economic and Social Council was deplorable, particularly in the case of the
Sub-Cozmission on Freedom of Information end of the Press and the Sube
Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination end the Protection of
Minorities, The International League was desply concerned about the
continuation of work in those fields by other United Nations organs.

The CHAIRMAN observed that, at its sixth session in Paris, the
General Assembly had deelded fo coutinue the Sub-Commission on the' Prevention
of Discrimination and the Protectiun of Minorities.

Mr, ZONOV saild that he had amendments %o the &raft code to
submit and would speak in the general debate when they had been duly
circulated, a% the nex¥ morning 8 meeairg.

My, AZKOUL proposed that the Sub-Commission should no% meet

until the next morning if no other members were prepared to speak at the
current or -at that efternoon's mee*ing.

/Mr. BINDER
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Mr, BINDER could not see why & whole day's work should be lost

becalse members who, unlike himself, favoured the draft code of ethics,
- had not ‘prepared %heir speechos. The Eeonomic and Social Council had :
instructed -the’ Sub-Commission to re«examire the existing draft in the light
of the comments received, Those commen%s were before the Sub-Commission. -
No new light would probably be shad in the course of a genera] cebate .,
vhich had already beén ample and exhaustive at %he previous SQSbiono ;gb
order to save time, the’ Sub-Cammision should proceed immediately with ita

work, e e
o - Mr. LOFEZ observed that the holding cf a general dpbate was .not -
obligatory, The reluctence of members to speak seamsd tc show that they had.
expressed. their views fully at the previous session‘?‘ mhey could.makgxwhatever,
additional remarks thay wished during the course of drafting. -

- Mre MOULIX Said that he was awaiting 8 pamphlet from M“ Gandhi,
whose alternate he’was, end wished to apeak cn i% and also tc submit some -
emendmenta, He would thus prefer to speak the nex+ day. _

mr.‘BINEER\éuppcrted Mé;‘Lopez"view.,‘§Eﬁé.Sub-Commiqsiog{qquldmg -
well continue 1ts work without a formal clésu:ekﬁf thé‘debate;

Mr. ZONOV obJected that the Sub-Commission could no% begin drafting,
as it ha&:noffarmal-sméhdmehté'béfqré.it from any'memﬁerq_ R R s

Mr. CHANG supported Mr. Lopez end Mr, Binder and disegreed with
Mr, Zonov. A number of amendments eppeared in annex B of. document.E/CN L /Sub.1/x
submitted by information enferprises and professional associations. He -proposed
that, if members hsd no smendménts of their own ready for gubmission, the-
Sub-Commission should at once proceed %o examine the amendments submivted by
thos2 bodies,

Mr. STNDFR wholeheartedly suppoxted Mr. Chang's proposal. The
mervers shoalh be Tuily conrersant with the amendments and comments submitied
by the Luluymsvisn ewdcrprises and professional essociations, most of which had
baen eircuvlated in Juiy,

Mr. ZONOV cbserved that the Sub-Commission could teke action only

on propossls or amendments submitted by its own members, The amendments cited
Inar A-E Y s . T ¥ I .. KO-
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Mr, AZKOUL agreed with Mr, Zonov. ~ There vas, hovever, nothing to
premt e.ny metider from snensorine any of the anendments or commenis submitied
'by tue bo:b.as concsmed. ) C

; The CIAIRMAN said that the .rules of procedure ard the usual practice
" of United Netions bodies luid davn that only proposals Cubmitted by e momber
of such & body could bs examined by it, Tae origlnal source of the proposel
might bo an outslds organizaetion, but the proposal 1tself muet be sponsored
by & member. No such proposal vas cusrently before the Sub-cdmiaaion.

Mr. BINI?ER wondamd vant rule of proosdure governsd the specific
cade uud.er d.isnussion, a8 the mombsrs of the Sub-Commicsicn sat as experts,
not as reprssenmmves o:f goverrments, - Irn any case, ho vas prepared to mponsc:
the ooumnts of tha Ame«niean Soclsty of Nwspaper Zditors (E/CH.4/Sub.1/151/Add
pegs 9) a'xd of the, Mticml Conforense of Editorisl Writers (U.S.A.)
(E/CN.h/Sub.l/l‘.,./Add 1, page 19), 8 1o wma an sctive mewbor of both bodies,
and to asscciate himself with the coxmerbo of the Aescclution for Educat.ion in
Journalism (U.S.Ao)u(E/GIQ'.A/S\:’b.J/liS}./Add.l; pages 1l and 12), a highly
reputable orgunization, -

Tha CHAIR%&N Baid, tlmt the principle appxied with regard to
sponsorehip could be dod.uced from rule 51 of the rules of procedure of the
functional Commiszions of the Economic and Soolal Coureil. '

Mr. CIIAI\u maintained. that bis propoaal for the digsunsion of tha
amandments su‘omitted by the profeasicm.l essoclations and 1n.fwmtian
enterprisea ma tm*‘oa.moxmt to Bponserehip of tiem.

. 10PEZ ra:it that the rule oi’ procedum should not be too rigidly
enforced, in view af the specisl mature of the Sub-Commissicn’s work. Bo was
not prapamd to apomor any of tha emondmenia, dui would appmwiate their
being dis(mea-ed

/My, AZROUL
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o  Mr. }‘ZKOUI. edyocated the anfareament of the rule of procecure, rod
- :aimp]J ‘because 1% vas a rule but 'beoause 1t we.s the on]y logical vay %o set
about work in tbs cimmstancel. If no member wed prepared to epon.sor the
couments or smerduents of the bodies coneermed, 1t aimply showed. that 1t would
be a waato of Yimo to diseuss tex'ba fer walgh not & slngle momber wes ready to
¥ote. .He could nct talieve that M.r. Bindor himﬂelf w:;uld. be willing to vobe
- for the entire mbsmnoe of the uozmnent.s hg wes spo.z‘soring.

e

-

L Mr. BI.NDER obsemd that 1t would be o mora than ccmmcn courtery on
the part': of tha Sub-Commission to omina attentively the mny comments sent in
by 1nfomatio'1 ent: arprmes snd. proi’essioml aﬂsociatioﬁs &t the Unitved Hationst
own request. . To fail to d.o 8o would lay tha Sub Commisaion, and irdocd the

. United Netions 1taelf open to the kind of eriticism thet vas alrsudy boing
".',,levelled. 4@.14% it 111 ey couatriaa, includ,ing his own. Quruly no reumber
of the Su‘owcn:ﬁae o would wieh to giva profeaaioml asacviatiom in his part
~._of the wcr 14 OrAAn “’o |my that tmair Botmidemd. views ‘and fomal resolutions
" ha.d been totzily i T2 ad.. The Sub»Commisﬂicn hed boer insmetad. to
re-examine tha d;aiu eod.e of ethics in the ligm; of theee ccmnents. ‘
Mr. AZKGUL realized that thewe might be a eector of public opinion
mfavoumble +o the S-u- Sor misaion,  be wou;* not be aurpriaed to read in the
next day‘a Davﬁmmc:ﬂ vmt Hr, £ xfder had bOu{l in f&vour of prooeeding with
the work on the dra.:"t codo of euhlus &M tha.m ‘h'. Azkoul had been o"posed. to
such & cource. Ye’, the d.lb"’ut:“.ﬁ‘on wes 8 pumly procadu.ml ona, and when the
Sub-Comiaission turuad. %o 148 real work of m-emining the draft cloue, he would
cer’cainly showr himeejf a fiza suypa*ter of rreadom of 1nformtion. N
P"*cced.urahy, neither Mr. C’*zaag 8 nor Mr. Bindares pruposal mg.'
acceptable. It would be a waste of tha “u'b-Comiaaiones time to examine
amend,ments on whieh 1t coul a not take aetion, and t;ho toxts supported by
‘Mr. Binder were not .so phrased thet tlue Sub-Co:'rmisa.Lm could vote on tkeuw.
It could hmever, vote on any proposal whicu Mr, Bind.er cared to mako on the
besis of those tem

/M, BINDER
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Mr. BINDER replied that, in thet case, he was prepaved to mske a
general statement that aftsrnocofl; using thore texts as guidance, end to
progent to the SubiCoumiscion thé views of his counmbtrymen, Heo licpod that
~ those ideas would elicit a response frem other momters and that a fruitful
discuseion would result,

Mr, WAITHMAN caid that, in order to provids a concrete proposal
for discussion, he was prepared to sponsor tho amendment to Article 1 of the
draft code proposed by ths Unlted Kingdom Institute of Journalleis
(E/cN.b4/5ub.1/151, page 47).

The CHAIRMAN remarked that the amordment would be deslt with vhen
Article 1 of tha code had Yeen reached,

Mr. AZXOUL rccalled his carlier proposal. Enough time had
alrsady been wasted in procedural wrangling, If ro other members wers
ready to cpeak thet afternmoon, the generul debats should be ad)ourned until |
the following moraing.

My, BIIDER felt that he was not yespansidble for the vasgte of tims,
Ho had ceme prepared to do the work entructed to the Sub-Commission, and was
ready to present that afternoon views which would no doubt lnvite further
discussion. v

Mr. CHARG proposed that the Sub-Commission should meet that aftermoc

Mr, AZKOUL thereupon withdrev his proposal, since the lssue would
be decided by the vots on Mr. Chang®s motion.

In roply to Mr. ZCNUY, the CEAIRMAN gaid that po member other than
- Mr. Binder had indicated readinsss to speak that afternoon.

The proposal to hold ap afiorncon mesting wes relectod by
5 votes to 2, with b absterdions, ‘

The meetina rose at 1.25 p.m.

5/3 p.m.





