
UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

E jcn. l1 /Sub .1/Sr:. 70* 
26 July 1950 
GBIGD:ALJ Ei'IGLISII 

SOCIAL COUNCIL 

C 0 ll'!l"E :r:lTS : 

Chairman: 

CQrifr.USSIOH ON HU!!iN RIGRrS 

SUB-COIYII,1!SSION ON F.i?EEDOM OF Th":B'OUY;.TIOH Alm OF Till P:EICS::.l 
: . .. ;. ' ~ 

Fourth Session 

S'f.ll.MAiiY RECORD OF TEE S"BVEI'i'I'IETH MEL~I:·;G 

Held at Hotel P3rr1ue, t1ontovideo, 
on Tucsd3.y, 16 Hay lS')C, at lC: a.m. 

The a.dequacy of the neHa avcile.ble to the :people of the ~·rorld. 

and the obstacles to the free flm-r of infctmat:ton to. them 

(E /CN .ll-/Sub .1/106) ( C ontinuect) • 

Mr. FOli'I' AliTA · . (Uru.~ay) .... 

Rapnorte~_!: 1~1r • JOirDAN (Ubi ted Kingdom of Great :Sri ta:i.n ·am 
Northevn Ireland) 

•'. 

i!- 'l'his document has been reproduced. in He>r York fJ:'om. the Provisional 11ecord 

issue<l at l<lontevideo. 

RECEIVED 

JUL 31 1950 

UNITED NATIONS 

ARCHtVI:S /Neml:Jere: 

~ 
~~-



.. Pi/Olf.#-/Sub .1/SR. 70 
Page 2 . 

Members: Mr·. AQunm 

1-11' • AZKOUL 

Mr. AZMI 

Mr. Bll'IDER 

Mr. P .H. CHAliG 

1-!r • DE"'J)IJEB 

Mr. GAl:ID!li 

Mr. GEBAUD 

Mr. SILVA CAlWALLO 
. . 

~eEfesentative of a spe9ialized asency: 

(Philippines ) 

(Lebanon) 

(Egypt) 

(United states o£ Anerica) 

(China) 

(Y'l:tgoelav1a.) 

(India) 

(France) 

(Chile) 

United Nations Educ~tional, 
Scientific and Cultt~al 
Orsanization (U:OOCO) 

~Eresentativeu..S2La n.sm-~nW .omAtl:tiA:ti®: 

Cat~,Eory A: 

Hies Castro) 
Miss Larguia) 

Categori£ B: 

l•!r. GALL1ARDO 

Secretariat: 

Mr. Hl:JMPiffiEY 

Mr. HOOAN 

Horld Federation of 
United Nations Associations 
(\'lFtJNA) 

Commission of the Churches on 
International Affaire 

Representative of the 
Secretary~eneral 

Secretary of .the Sub-Commission 

/THE ADEQUACJ'i 



E/C!I .4/S~lb.l/SR. 70 
Pece 3 

TEE ADEQlm.CY OF TEE HEllS AVAIIABIE TO TEE PEOPJ..ES OF TEE 

vTORLD AND TEE OBSTACLES TO THE FREE FLOW OF llJFOFHATION 

TO TRE!·il (E/CN .4/Sub.l/106) (continued) 

The CEA~JU~ invited the Sub-Commission to 

continue its discussion of the Survey of Obstacles to 

the Free Flow of Information, a memorandum prepared 

by the Secretariat (E/CN .ll/Sub.l/106). 

Mr. AZMI noted that the Secretariat paper 

was well done but agreed tJ:..at it \tas not entirely 

complete. The forthcominG matel~ial from UNESCO would 

supply additional information. 

Commenting on salient pointo raised in the 

Secretariat paper, he indicated that the reference to 

the general lack of public a·varenese of the continuing 

existence of restrictive practices in peacetL~~ would 

be a significant factor in the Sub•Commission's 

deliberations. 

In his opinion, tl".e list of twelve goYt\lrnruent­

im.posed restrictions ahou.J.d also include government 

censorship of news sent by mail. 

He also felt that the section on entry1 travel 

and residence of correspondents should be extended to 

cover the entry of the wives of journalists seeking 

admission to foreicn countries. 

/He noted 
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Re noted that entry visas had been denied. ui ves 
·, •• ' ~ • > 

jotll'ne.liste tmd 

cited the case of a journalist Hhose t·rife had not been !;)el'm.i t'ted. to 

accompany him to the United States because her :1lace of birth t-T~lS 

entered on her paJlers as St. Petersburg. An atmos::~here or fear 

bordering on hysteria seemect to :yrevail in the UniteCl_ States. Inasmuch 

as all :persona granted entry uere subject. to, la\'1B anc1 regulationa 

concerning aecurit~, it seemed unjust to exclude the families of corre­

spondents for su~~ technic~lities as place of birth. 

He pointed out that although the section on government censor-. ' ' ~ . . 

ship referred principally to fasci~t regimes, the devices mentioned 

were equally a~plicable to othep regimes. 
- '. i • 

The trend tmrards restric-

tion seemed to be SDreading and engulfing many democratic and liberal 

countries. 
,) .. 

The tenor of the final section of the docum~nt o~. an inter• 

national code of ethics and. an international court of honour shov1ed. 

that those }?roposala came ,,.i thin the frameworli: of the first agenda 1 tem. 

and requested ;further de"f1ails of the .·incident • He indicated that in 

the United States, as in many other ~ountries, officials granting entry 

perm11;a3.· had occasionallY been less liberal than might have been ~mrranted. 

He noted, hO\-TEiver, that the Ameri-can Society of Nelrs.paper. :Editors had 

adopted a resolution urging off'icials. to take a very Uberal .attitude 

/tot-ra:rd 



toward e.pplicati(m~ for .the ent1~y of jourtlalists and their families 

to the United States. He 'lvia,hed to givd assurance that if the 

facts 'lvere as rej.)rr,aented by Mr. Azmi in that particular inst.ance 
't '~ ' t' • ' 

the case \'ro.s not representa t:l. ve of .P.merican policy •. 

vlhile man,y people throug."lout the world were so:)."ely 

troubled regarding the. security of free 1nat1t~tions, in some caseo 

even to the point of hysteria, he felt that a m.ore comprehensive 

study "Tould show that hysteria was not the general mood of the 
•· . ,. 

American people and was not the .basis of its policy. 

l'.lra AZNI er.pressed gratification at the .. statement of 

Mr. Binder and i¢icated that he would be pleased to furnish com-

plete details. , 

At the suggestion of the Ct£AlRlv1AN, tlle Sub-Commission 

agreed to use the Secretaria~ pe.per (Efcrr.4jS:£:..:1/106) as the be.,sic 

document in ita cons:.l.d0ra.ti~n of the fi:r.t;t item on 1. ts agenda. 
---·---· -~-.........r-...... ~-.. ,... • ..__.~ ..... -· 

Mr. AZMI recelled. that at the final meeting of the tl1ird 

session of the Sub-Commission it had acreed to the postponement of 

the consideration of his definition of 1n!o~tion •. He felt that 

priority should now be given to the following definition of infonnation: 

/
11In!ormation 
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"Information consiats'o~·facts ena 'bpiniooe .intended 

for publi~at:iori by all' media, especially b;r the Preos I 

radio and iil.ma 1 for ihe pUrpose Of, revealing facts 1 

helping to proinoto:the ni.oral ana cUltural. d-evelopment 

of:'hUnianityf ~intaili±ns good relat':l:bria between ·nations 

and' Spret.dmg ·the' 00ri0ept of peac-e' 'thrO~hOUt: the \vOrld o II 

. · He explained' tnat the de.firiitibn related only to . 

t:ru9 information·. In his viEr!v, information included 

opinions 8S 'W~ll as '·i'acte which were intended :for 

publilaation. ire emphasized that one of the primary 

functions of 0. JouJ:.naJ:iBt· WS to reveal facta,· rTh1Ch· in' the ' . 

modern 1-rorld1 were often hidden :from the public.· rn· 

. e;dd!ti0n". ~rue 1il!p~t-~qn. ello\tld f~~lu;tr. the ideals and 

pri~ci:P,;t(ls of :tlle J1n1t~d .lt~t1PJ)S .:'P.Y .Proro.o~:f;ne moraJ. end 

. .cultural deyelopment, mainta.ining friendly international 

relations 6l1d atr;I vi:lS :for peace. 

Mr. JORnA.N stated that ·ho was unable to accept 

Mr·. AZllli 'a -definition. of inforiliation beyond the ~vord 

"publication". The .qualifications :tmpoaad tn· that 

definition would, for example, make it ~oesible to 

report inflammatory statements and '\vould in effect curb 

the dissemination of information_ 

/In hie 
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!n hie vieW, it ~vas the duty of the jo'U.i-nalist to report 

all utterances and facts; no matter how undesirable they 

might seem. Limitation o{ news to items pronotinc moral 

and cultural development uouid force ·most nevTspapcrs to 

·discontinue their service completely. If the s·ub-Coilllllission 

considered it necessary to have a definition of infor.mation1 

the 1-Tisest cov.:r.Be 1:0'..;ld. be to consult a dictionary and lf."'ave 

out all moral canEJJ.r!.c;r?.tin:.:J.s. 

Hr. AZKQUT" agreed with Mr. Jordan in opposing MY 

q~1e.lification of the torm information. Moreover 1 he noted 

that Mr. Azmi might not have .considered all the consequences 

of the definition he p:rcposed. · The reforonce to moral and 

cultural development would prov1de an excellent pretext 

for limitation and censorship o:f' nevrs by dictatorial and 

autocratic reGimes. It must e.lso be borne in mind that 

States which adopted a rigid and comprehensive philOsophy1 

would inevitably be forced to limit freedom of information. 

Actually, any qualification of infor.mation constituted a 

limitation. 

The stress on the duties end responsibilities of 

journalists was commendable, but freely accepted moral 

obligations must not be confused with a definition of infor.mation. 

It might be fi ttine for Mr. Azmi to raise those points in some 

other more·acceptable context or to present his proposal in 

some other form. 

/Mr • SILVA CARVALLO 



E/CN .4/Sub.l/S1H70 
Page 8 

with. the "'(iewe of .Hr. A~koul end stressed the dangerous 

i.m;plications. of_,M,:r., J\,zmi'~ d.E!finit1on. In· combining facts 

and ·PP:tntone, -that definition ran .counter to the; genera.l 

. trend o:f': jo~iem which sought to . establish a .. clear 

. distinction· b.e+,vreen objective accounts of the news and editorial 

He a.lso canctu::red in the view that tlle P\:l'POSes referred 

to by Mr •. Ami would constitute powerful ·weapone ill the hands 

of. dictat-orial. regimes. To ensure freedom of information, 

all fact111 must be repqrted to the publ1c:ragardlesa of 

their na.~~. 

Mr. AQUJlll'O felt that 6..'1Y definition of information 

must take apcount of the. realities ·of the moder.n world • 

. Mr. Azmi' s definition again· raised tho long·ctanding philosophical 

controversy .. J::ega.rding the nature of truth. In practice, 

tP9 definitiop .of ·truth B..Yld true in:fomation varied considerably 

depend:lng on the point of view of the Jowm.alist .concerned. 

Referr1ng to the constitutional concept of freedom of 

speech and expression, !tip. Aqu.i.no drew attention to the 

dang~rs. of .seeking to de;f'ine freedoma. He agreed that the greatest 

caution must be exercised. to avoid.restriotive definitions. 

Tpe leg~ implication of Mr. Azmi's definition would impose 

serious restraints upon newspapers end ~1ould prevent from 

reportinG actions and statements which endanger world peace, 

/Finally 
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Finally, he objected to'tne statement that the 

function of the journalist was to reveal facts. ActueJ.ly 1 

·the Journalist merely reported :l.nfonnation which he 

gathered fram various sources. 

Mr. GE.FAUD took exception to the statement that 

a journalist did not reveal infor.matian. In his opinion, 

the quality of information was directly related to· the 

intelligence of the reporter who gathered the· information. 

Mr. Geraud oanaidered that it wee possible to 

draft a text defining 1nfomt3:tion and at the same time 

overc0l!¢lg the objections which had been voiced. To that 

end, he presented the following o.ra:f't: 

"Information ehou.1~ be. understood to mean the 

dpecription and interpretation of facts, end the expression 

and intel~retation of opinions, in eo far as fact 

and opinion are of ceneral interest or likely to concern 

the public at large. 

"The basic purpose of infonnation is to give 

people a clear mderstanding of the vrorld· in 1-Thich they 

live. 

"Information should not be restricted in any 

marmer wb.a.tooever 1 by anyone 1 under any pretext of morality 

or of the requirements of national policy or for the 

alleged purpose of restoring international hal~ony. Information 

/"Information 



· · .. ttlnf01'mat1on :eoaees to be 1nfo.nnn.t1on as soon as it is 

eubjec.tod to mono-poly by legal mean~, ot' in pract·ioo" It neceasa.r:U~ 

inToives a multiplicity ·of eo:urc~s and a multiplio:tty 

of means of o.:-:preao:ton •. · 

"It may be aaaumed the.t tho :f'ulleet freedom of information 

.eXe;t:'oieed by .enlightened poreone with e. sense of responsibility 

... 'Will: elim1nate1 at least in the long run1 eelf .. intereet1 illusions, 

· enoorS' end lies end will -contribute to the eora.J. end 

cultural edvanoernent of ne.tiona and to t.he oe.use of peace 

. throughout the world'', 

. 
to Mr. Azm.i 'o d.at.initian which 1n hie opinism am>.lied more 

·appropriately .to :Pl?O:Pt-.c;anda than to infom.e.tion. Even a. 

. definition wb.ioh included a gopd propeeanda "'?aB- in:P.erently 

dangerous beca~e its ,underlyinc, concept wee tq,1ndoctr1nate 

-or ·eondit.ion public opinion. Any de.finit1on. "VTOul.d bo used, 

not only by individuaJ.s- of moral character, but also by 

.governments eeelcing to control public opinion through 

censorship and. other ;restr1ot1one. 

Mr. Binder himself :felt that it wee unnecos~SarY to define 

. infonne:Gion. 

/Hie basic 
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Hie basic objectiort to ~lr. Adiif.e text \-rae that its 

approach '\>'as extremely dengerou.a. In the fineJ. analysis 1 

't-Tho wae to decide. '\-That information constituted fact, 

what news promoted moral and otutt~l development 

or spread the concept of :peace? His l'Ul"POee ire.a to 

adyance the freedom. of all journalists to report any 

news,. facta and opinions of interest to the general 

public. Ire therefore was unable to aup:Rort any 

definition restricting information. 

Mr. CfANG was not certain that a definition of . . 

information was necessary. If the Sub-Commission should 

decide that it, we 1 he 1muld be inclined to support that 

proposed by Mr. Azmi 1 with possible drafting changes, 

since it corresponded with the Chinese concept of the 

Preas as not merely a purveyor of information but also a 

guide and a great cUltural force. 

In reply to an objection raised by Mr, Jordan, 

he said that the adoption of Mr. Azmi's definition would 
-

not pre~ent the Pross from reporting inflammatory 

epoechea; on the cont~~y, it would be the duty of the 

Press to do so in the very interests of peace, since 

people must be "\-Tamed that trouble was brewing eo that 

they could take steps to prevent it, 

/Mr, DEDIJER 
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Ml' II DJ.iiDL:Jlm .. remarked: that 1 •, in· View Of the 

trouble~ ~orld ~+tu~tion1 the Sub-~ommissioh coUld not 

~hut it~~l:f up :!n wi ivory tower; but· had to face reality. 

In tcy.ing to .dietingui~:Jh. between int'onnation and 

propaganda, Mr. B:tnder had: attempted the impossible. 

Information had· b¢'coma a veapon in the cold vrar1 and: there 

was .nQ longer ~Y such thing as neutral neve. That fact 

had be~n l:'aCOg!.';ized by highly-placed United States officials 

"rho had recently stated thet the. United Sta.tee must 

. ~tonsj,fy i:ts propaganda, .while c. D.· Jackson, vice-president 

. . of. ~, in the compilation of art:l.eleB· entitled . ' 

: 
11Pub;Lic Opinion end Foreign Policyn 1 me.de it very ·plain 

indeed that' in the cold ,.,ar every. word.· tranBlliitted through 
' 
the media of .info:nnation .should be weighed ·according to 

. i~s prppa.ganda impact. The. actual situat.ton wae such 

that it was no longA;t' possible·to ·draw any line between 

Organized propag~da had been used. as a means of 

undermining the reg:L"'l;ee of small countr~.es. Yugoslavia had 

.been tlw victim. of a coz1certed campaign of that kind 1n 

which .. t~e Tass news agency and the Polish In:fo:nnation 

Centre loca"t;ed in Belgrade itself had taken part, 

/Many other 
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}-1any other e:xenJl'lles could be adduced. Such act.i·.r:i.ties 

"<·ro'lld be curbed if Mr., Azmi t s definition vmre &d.J~YteC..r~ 

as nevrs 1wuld then once more be used for purposes of 

information, and not as a weepon in tl1o cold ,.,nr. 

Mr. AZkoul' a concept of' freedom of :illfomation would 
~ 

have been valid in the 18th century 1 i-rhsn it had been 

possible to start a newe?CP~r on very little capital; it 

,.taa no longer valid under. modern conditions, 1>1ben 

ne;-rspapers required a vast i-nY.sstment and were concentrated in 

the hands of a small group. 

that Mr. Aquino, himael.t a neva}!aper edibori. must haYe 

formed some opinion of his mm on wl:a.t was uews and i-rhat 

vraa truth. 1--lr .. Azmi 'a definition could certaii?-lY not be 

rejected on tho grounds that it vraa 1mpooaible to define 

the concepts of information. 

For all those reaeone 1 he ~vas prepared to support 

Mr. Azmi's definition, 'tvith minor drafti."lg c:1.anges. 

1>1r. AZKOUL said that 1 vThile the Press might be 

in a position to furnish guidance ~o public .opinion, that 

was a privilege and not a richt. 

/The real 
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was the rio:ht of the peol?le to be :1-'lfo:rtle•i~ ru1<l 

Jot~olista should be protected only inEofar as they 

purveyed infonuation to the paoile o t;:!:lfre lmn a grs,ve 

·danger that aaoum:ption by tr.a fr3ss of trH ·function of 

leadership lllight result in suppreeaion•or distortion of 

· the nevre end tn1..1a infrince tr.e rieht of the people to 

knmr the facts • 

1Thile. he agreed with ltl· .. Dedijer that freedom of 

infonn.ation encountered cUff11'J\1lt:.ea mlmmm in the 18th 

.century 1 hie ooncl t1B ion \.'W!J m,,:r:-~ l;;t thaI; ~e-;-t me as urea "1-tere 

required to overcame l'leY obst®les ~· b-;.~b · tl1-:tt tile concept 

· .. would- nrgue 't.l-J.at, because science had.' be.en· ueed ao a tool 

of, "1-Ta.rj it should nbw·· be def:L"ied· as :e,n:<'inquiry into only 

those la"'•e of n.ature which 1vere; oond u.c1 ve to eood 

· . - · 1nterne.t1onal relations e.nd the Itlaintene.nce of peace • 

. Conseq_uentl.y; while the moral precepts advanceli by :tvlr. Az:mi 

e,nd Nr<. Gera.ud werG 1mexoept iona-::>le ~ • they should not be 

pu.t in· e. definition of. intonnation~ 1·7here they would 

se:rve to limit fre(Sdqm o:f information a.nd to introduce the 

false and dangerous conc6pt that cuidence oy the Preas was 

an intec;ral IU"U't of the people • s richt to the nevrs. 

/Mr. GERAUD 



E/CNo4/Sub.l/SR.70 
l?c.ce 1:/ v] 0 

I ·r 

Mr. GEBAtJD observed that Mr. Azkoul:s c-:.ls~~inction 

between reporting tho facto and comnentinc o::-1 tht_;:.;J. 

could not be nade in_ practice. Every deecri:ption contained 

some degree of intocyretaticn; :poll c:i.ca1 events i·rere 

generclly unintelligible to the peovle unless they 

were eXJ;lle.ined end intel"''roted. Coueequently, 

journalists could not aaca:pe the role of gu:tdes of public 

011inion1 and for t:r..at very :r·at".son should be imbued with a 

sense of res:poneioillty 1n tl;W d:!.sche.reo of their 

public function. 

Mr. AZr.li said that ~ :1.ad liAtened ;.;ith pleasure 

to the debate on the ¥~-nit~ he h...:.d prol'Osed since it 

had shown that all memllers '\·rere motivated by the del!ire 

to protect freedom of i."'lformation. 

Having fought for the seme ideal for 32 yee.rs of 

· practice es a journalist 1 he ho.d no wish to limit that 

freedcnl in 8Il.Y ivay. ]'urthe:rmore, his definition did not 

e.p:ply to propaganda; rather, it vras intended to echo 

Wickham Steed's differentiation between a journalist and 

a ne·:mpapenran, to Cl.ll'b the latter' a love of sense.tionaliam 

end to give the fo:rmer a sense of his mission as a 

guide to :p1.~b:!.in ol)inion. 

To tho obj0ction that it 1ms difficult to def:L.'"le 

freedom. of info:>m0.tion1 he replied thet e. thing must be dS:t'ined 

in order to be understood. and that foar of the :process of 

definition should be alien to the cultivated mind. 

/Ho recalled 
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lie :t.·ecallod. "tha.-';:. he h:1d drafted hie 1ef:i.'1::"ti:'r• et ·(he 

topicu as obstac~.es to the free flo-vr of info.;.',l!1_ation couH not 'be lie-

cuBGod. until the fiub-Co:rm.Us2i:m kr.e1r 1-;het :H r::eant by infonxl.stion. 

The definition hact not 'been d:"afted in thl3 fol'lr. of a resolntio:-~. 

because it had been inter.iod :J;wrely for the gnidance of th£ Sub­

Commission in its future dbcuc!:lionr~. 

The iden.ls expressed ill his 1efini tion had. inspireo. him 
lds 

thro•lf,hout / journalir:~tic Qfi,;.l'ee;.~ w1.tlolrm.t a r'incle ·conflict bet-vreen 

theor, ana practice. 
. . . 
that basis to o.dopt either his ~fin:ttio;J. Ol' hr _, Gen:<:Lud 1 s, lTith such 

1-lr. Gf.,.IIJDIII t.Jaid tl1at in view of the st:::•on3 di vercence of opin-

ion disclosed by the discussion he wot'.lci. apreul to Nr. Azm:'. and 

J:.1r. Geraud to drop the i~.ea of a d.efir"i tion of the e::pression "I~1i'o:t'I!ll3 ... 

lie felt that ·the Sub-Gomnissio:l couE V9~~Y 'Hell get alone wj_th 

1t3 ¥TOrk ltithout having to acroe upon a cefini~~ion of "Info::.:mation11 

"t'rhich \·m.s well understood.. 

'.rhe Cx:.4Ilu\II.AH, speuldng in hi~ p<:rr:onal capacity, said ·chat 

he was unable to accept Hr .. Lzrn.i 1 s defin.1.ti::m bocr-.use of: t!le d.e.nge:r 

that other Journalists might diGtort ar:d put to evj_l 1.1se t:ile very 

principles by w~1ich !vir. Azmi had ao fei thfully e. 'bided. 

l-loral ~ttitucles, cultural t.raditians and pol:!:t.ical reeimes 

differed oo 't:id.ely fl'::>m country to country that it war, M.ghly j.nadvis-

able, if not im:,osoible, to d.ef:!.ne en isolated principle. 

the basic pr0bleD1 o:f what limitations should be sat to the freed.om of 
~ ~- ' .· . 

ir.fol"l1l£:l.tion could not be so1Yed1 as Mr • Dedijer had sugce3ted1 by 

taking into account the current political situation. 

/The Sub.Commiseion 
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The Sub·Commiesion.mlist otrive to ree.oh a.gre$me:r.t.,, and 

must not be diverted from its task by tlle ter::pu:rax-y confusion 

of values brought about by the cold ·vrer. w noted 

in paaainc that Nr. Dedijer1 •r:'lo had objected to political 

pressure exercised against his country by a Government .. 

controlled news agency, ~~a himDelf the director of just 

such an a.eency. The difference between info:t"!Jation and 

propace.nda1 incidentaJ.ly 1 ;.;e,e simple enough: directed 

1nfol:"'1lation origi."lating from a si..11cle source was, beyond 

any doubt, propaganda. 

He ;me opposed to 1-Ur. A~'s <lefinition both because 

it lilllited mduly the GqllC~J.Pt GJ:f' 1nfor.me.t1on and because 

it waa entirely isolated.· The Sub-(}.JrJ]Jlission lTou.ld 

achieve better reeul ta if it a.C.droDaed 1 taelf to d.ral7ing 

up a unified co<le of ethics dealing 'lli th e..ll the phases of 

journ.aJ. ism. 

Y.:.r. GEPAUD e'Ut3£teated that a emel.l drafting 

committee might be for.med to prepare a text combining 

Nr. Azmi'a definition w;l.th hie o'Wll1 since Mr. Azmi 'rea not 

opposed to that definition in principle. 

Mr. A.Zlv!I and lvJr. SILVA CA.RVALLO supported that 

B\'IBBeStion • 

.t.Jr. AZKOUL proposed that, in order to save time, 

the Sub•Commission should first vote on whether it wanted 

any definition of freedom of 'info11Ii.ation. If no 

definition was desired., the drafting committee ,,.ould be 

e:pared its labours. 
/Mr. JOEDAN 
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Mr. JORDAN and Mr•• ;sniDER supported llr,, AzlcoYtl' a 

proposal. 

Mr.;. DEDIJER felt that the pro:posP..J. v.-as out of 

order; since :Mr. A:m>.i'e de:finit:J.o:!'l. had been submitted to the 

Sub-Col!llnieaion o.nd had rot been "THhd.l'a\m, the Sub-Con:.misaion 

had no choice but to vote on it. 

Mr. AZMI shared that vie'\'r. 

After a brief procedural discussion, the CHAm.wf stated 

that u..1der rule 61 of the rules of procedure the point raised 

by Mr. Azkoul constituted e. prev5.ous question and m'USt be 

put to the vote first • 

. 
with 3 e.bsten~.ione 1 tha~~.!lp:'tt:4:e::1.~Lf~t:.~O!D: ot_infonnation 

at this session was not neceasar~e 

Nr. DEDIJER considered t'l-!a Sub-Comm.ission's 
. ' 

decision u:n!'ortunate, since the adoption of Hr. Azmi's 

definition would have assisted the Sul>•Commiseion in its 

future work and given support to the fc~~s endeavoring to 
"•· ' ' 

lessen intol"''iationaJ. tension 8tld to stru:.~~ p.ttace. 

J.tr. Sll.VA CAINAILO explained that he had abstained . 
from the vote not because bo considered it tmposaible for the 

Sub-Commission ~o arrive at a de~inition of freedom of information, 
; ( " 

but because he was not in agreement with the definition 

submitted by Nr. Azmi. 

~ m&.}'.ttns rose at 1 ;it &• 
.. ' 

-----




