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| COMIRITS:
Resolution suggested by Mr. Chang condemning discriminatory
treatment or mistrectment of Torelgn information personnel
{B/CN, 4 /Sub.1/135);
Communications (item D. of the agenia) (B/CN.N/Sub,1/137);
Items referred to the Sub-Commission by the Bconomic and
Social Council at its ninthASBESian erising from consideration
of re€oluticns of the United lletions Conference on Freedom of
Information not already included in the prozramme of worl and
priovities (resolution 2kl (IX)}) o
Draft report of the fourth sessipnvof‘the‘Sub~Commission on
Freedom of Information and of the Press to the Ecbnomic and
Social Council (B/(N.L/Sub.1/138);
Closing of the fourth sesdiont

Chairmens Mr. FONTATNA (Uruguay)

Rapporteurs My, JOPDALT (United Kinglom of Great Britain
. end. Nerthern Ireland)
Members? Mr, ACUITO . (Philippines)
My, /ZROUL (Lebeanon)
L EC 2 1VE Y. 3T ~ (Bayrt)
. ‘ .Mr.x' BIIDER e "~ (United States of Aperica)
CE2 T I95) My, PUH. CEAIG (China) '

'

AN TEY AT GNE
ARG IVE G




7 for. b /3ub, 1/¢z 86
I“a"e 2

. My, TEDIJIR (Yugoslavia)
Mr. GANDHT  (India)
My, GEOLTD (France)

i, STLVA CARVEIIO (Chile)

Reopregentative of a sveclallzeld saencys

Mr, FARH . ... Unlted Nations Educational,
N : Scientific and Culturel
: Orzanization {UINSCO)
Revpresentative of a none ”roverwz ntal oz‘ganimtion: = :

Category As Mrs, SAIIOUT ' N " Uorld Federetior of United A
‘ :  Netions Assoclatlons (WFUNA)

Secretarist: . .
Mr, HUMPTRTY "euresentative oi‘ *bha Secratary-
; S . General
“Mr, TOGAK = ‘ Secrefsary &f the Sub-Commiseion

‘C’ESOLUIION SUGGESTED BY 102, CHAIG CONDEMITIG DTSCR AIMIIETORY TEGATHENT OR
HISTREATMENT OF FORWION TIFORNATION PLL so.'m: (F/CI’ h/csub 1/135)

1.  The CHLIRMAN called attenticn to a resoliz‘bion slignasted by
Mr. Cheng (B/CN,b/6wb.1/135) condeuning dissr iminatory treatment or mis-
treatmont of Torelsn information pex foune’l., ‘ T

2e My, CHNG introdnced ‘b‘mt resolutinn; he haa alveady exnlained its
ourpoge at e mvevions mee Hine, ‘

3. Mro AT could see no rearon for the restrictive stztement that
the practice of wuistreatingy foreign informetion personnel existed only
"in certain wide and denosly povulisted aress”. | Ea proppsed the substitu=

tion of the weris "ia dertzin countries®,

e

L, © o My, CHAIG ac'exwoa that erendment.,

D Mr, AZXOUY, o’bserve&;that the words "in those ‘countries” in
varagraph (1) of thc 'mratijré part vere too restrictive and proposed their
: cieletwn. S o ‘ o

/6. Mr, CTANG
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6. Mr, CHAIG accepted that anmeniment,
T The CEALR }’L 2i put to the vote Mr, Cueng's suggested resolution

(E/on. b/Sub.1/135),

«- - . The draft resolutlon (1/CIL.N/01,1/135), as emended, ves edovted

by. 8 votes to cne.

.-

B e, ﬁWDTJEP h d voted againgt the draft resolution teceuse the
phrase 'wide and densely povulated aveas” in the draft submittecl by "
Mr, Chang and remarks made at e previocus meeting had led “him to belisve that
it daalt with the alleged situsticn in one paitliculer éonntr" © The Sube-
Commiseion was be*ng asled to take a decision szainst” the Chinese Goverrment
withnut the benmijt of  any expression of 1ts views, - In & soirit of 2 virness,

he haﬂ rst&a‘negativq vete.

9, ., CHAIC pointed owt that Mr. Dediiar’s interoretation vas too
rest:-"-4lv. 1 he had intended to allude to the USCR: as well, |
10.> : If that conmexlon, he wlslhied to tale exception to the wordinﬂ of f
Mr, De&iger's sﬁmﬁsﬁegu in paragveph 27, of the nrov1ﬂlonal summarv recoru
E/Ci, bfowb,1/5R,02, viilch constitubed an indirect abtback upen him )
persona‘ly end upon his Government, es the vords "pecent proponent” end “ 
until very e cenle".ﬂlea_lv indicutved, ' o o
}1. . In tle,’irst rlace althiough Mr, Cheng’s omm experience in the
field or inlc:mat“an Lad not been ags . exiensive or as lon0 as that of nany
of’the members of the Sub-~-Commission, his wvercovd of- activitice in thet fleld
vag, he maintained, clesn, e had elweys workel hard to give information
personnel all rossible facllitles, He believed that zil fQ”?i’ﬂ
correspapdgnte wio hisd been in China durlng the yerrs L743 to 19LG would
testify to thrt. o
12, © Sesonlly, it vas a deliberate dietortion of truth o give the
im@reesion that even lees freedow of information had cxisted under hié
Gove;nmgnt than bnat,#ﬂicn currently prevailed on the mainland of C ina; v
In proof ofith?t:fhevnesd we:ely point out thet an of“‘ﬂ*al'commnnis+‘dailv
newspaper had been allowed. to exist and to publish in Chungking tn*ourho ik
ﬁhq(ygr yoars end thet s great meny forelgn corresponients ned vorked in
freé China dur‘?nu the . -war, wherers practicslly none were there st the

presﬂnt timB.
‘ JCOMIUNTC AP TONS
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COMUNICATIONS (ITEM D, CF THE AGENDA), (E/CN,4/Sub.1/137)

13. Nr. AZKQUL drew attention to the summery of a éammuniéation'frqm
the Difusoras del Urusuey on the status of the freedom of redio broadcasts
(E/CN.4%/5ub,1/137) end reguested the Secretarlaet to clrculate it in extenaso.

1k, The CHATRMAN eyplained'tﬁat the document was a summa&y of en
extensive memorandum on verious aeﬂects of freedom of ecpression in radid
broadcastinn, which dealt in particular vith the difference between freedam
of broadcasting and freedem of information through other media, The summary
had been rrepered for the use of the uub~0ammission, but the whole docunment
would be circulated as soon as it had been translated. He himself would use
it as the basls for a draft resolution to be sutmitted at the 1ifth seaslon,

TTEMS REFFRRED TO THE SUB-COMMISSICN EY HE ECONGMIC AND SOCIAL COUHCIL AT
ITS NIKTH SESSICN ARISING FROM CONSIDFRATICN OF RESOIUTIOGNS CF THE UNITED
FATIONS CONFERENCE ON FREEDGM OF INFCEMATICN NOT AIREADY INCLUDED IN THE
TROGRAMME CF WCRK AND PRIGRITIES (RESCIUTIGH 241 (IX) ) '

15, Mr, AZKOUL requested that documentation should be provided, without
giving 1t speclal priority, for ibtem C (2) of the agende dealing with probleme

involved in the establishment of governmgntal end semi-governmentel Information

services 1n accordance with resolution No, 24 of the United Nations Conference
on Freedcm of Informstion, '

It was so decided.

16, Mr, FARR (United Natlons Eaucationa Scientific and Cultural

Crgenizaticn) thought that the Sub-Cunmission wight wish to hear the most

recent avallable Information 1n commexlon with the activities'of UNESCO

in the field of freedam of information (E.CK.L/Sub.1/109). He vas

particularly snxicus to provide that informatians as all the documentation

which UNESCO had prepared for thé‘gua-cqmmissjuq had not been receivad

early enough for full consioeration at the current sesslon.

17. The survey "World Cemmuni cetions: Press} Radio, Filn, " which was already

available in Ennlish, would be c1rcu1atea in French within the next few weeks,
/The study
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The study on Newcreels, availlable in French, would be dietributed in Englich
at about the same time. The "Menval cn Trede Practices", en importent
document dealing with reetmctions of an indirect r*atwe, would be ready
withir a month. - - ,

18, lir, Terrou's study, "'Iegislétion in Prcss;, Redio, Fillme end Tele,vision" )
would be ready within th»ece n‘ontha. Thet at.udy should be particularl;r
ugeful in connexi*}r\ wi’ch the camminication on rac!io brcadcasting sumarized
in docvment W/C’:T.4 /Sub. 1/137 and would be to same extent complementary’

%o 1t. | |

19. Of particular interest 1n ’ohe light of the discussion on the’ reso_;ution
on governuental Intervention In tlie sele and purchase of newsprint

{E/C”‘I.I* [ove 2/1'23) would be the report on tne rroblem of newsprint and :
.other printing paper, prenared in coLabvm*cion with the Intelliz sence
Research Unit of the weekly Tendon "Zconemist" on the besis of information’
supplied by the Food end Apriculture Cwgenlzation end other erganimtions;
20, He wished to drav the Sub-Camissim®s atbentisn to the very luportent
Intermational apreement to facllitabte the Intervational ciroulation of
publications (L/CN.L/Sub,1/303, puge L1}, wich wes cury ently under
discuacion by the UIBECO Genersl) Conlewence. The Lozt Lad been cre:tted by
experts from 25 Mexber Staves, hel bewn adopted e mrouely and Ye hed every
resson to hove that 1t would be adeopted by the Genernl Conlerence. If
adopted, it would iree all pepers, periodicrls and vrintel books, newsreels
and soutd recordings from customs duties and import —wecatristlions, The
Sub~Coniiosion hed been princinally concerned with the removal of other
kinds of obstacles to tis free flow of irforrailon, Lut 1te members
| bad undcubtedly head scame experieace of the dicultlies of nov: nz sueh
material across nationel frountlers; nob only were customs duties expensive,
but the sdminstretive burden caused by cueboams formallities was extrcmcly
omerous, The agreement would therefore prove e substantiel contributlon
to the Sub-Ccmmission's worl,
" /21, The CHATRMAN
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1, .m0 IRMAT cah& *bat a narber of. private yetitiens hadﬁheen~recaived

end hod b a vaalt with' in ecroruaace VL+h LLe rules ooncerning them,

e meeh: QQ_WQQ "ucwewiﬂa ‘at .10 p m, and resuned at 6,15 Puie-

-

DPAPT TEDET :m“m PUURTIT SESSICYH OF WHT S uvt«-.wmusszom OIf FREEDOM OF. INFOBMATIOK

AID OF T8 PRESS TO THE BECONCMIC AID GLCIAL com«ch (E/CN h/Sub,l/lfi())

02, ¢ . 7t.the invitetion of the CEATRHAN, M, Jord.&n, Rapporteur, reaa the o
draft report of the fourth session of thm Sub~Commigsion on Freedom of 1nformation  :

end of the Tress.

Chagter T .7 ' ‘;“" S P b
23. iir. DEDIJER requested the insertion of the words''without ° °

particivating in the voteﬁAbetweeﬂ the words "meeting” and “"Mr. Kotik" U

in paragrath 5,
It was so arreed.

Chapter I wes spvnroved,

Chapter IT

2k, Mr, AUKQUL observed in conmexion-rith pare wraph 13 ‘that Mr Binder_

had accopted an emendment submitted by him proposing the deletion
of the specitic reference to the violation of the Atlentic City Convention

by the USSR (L.CH.W/Sub.1/115). If reference to that’ amendxggnt ves pmitte;i,:

the Economickand Social Council would not be able to undeféténd'the,reason

Tfor the chenge in the text of the original resolution,.

25 lir, DINDEER observed that the Council could refer to_thehﬁummary
records. Bt : S , .

Chapter II was apmroved. -

[Chapter III

; mwEaN ivE
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26. Mr, ATIGUT prorvosed ‘t’wt a refarvence. should he made tn Mr. Gandhi'c

!vamenﬂmant alluding to the psace of humanity in the descrintion of the efforts
to introduce & mentlon of the purposes of thn United Netlions in the dref code
of ethics (narcgrephs 20 to 27 inuclusive). It had xvo zltea in other

. amendments and finally to the Insertion of tue phrase vital to the peace of

O humanity" in the preamble, and hed heen the riost imncrtant gastura towards &

- gompromise -betwaen the views of the majority and thoss of the minority. -

2f. - - . Mr. GANDEI supported Mr, Azkoul’s su ggostion, © :
It wag so decided. C

2e. Mr. GAIDHI thought that the reference to lir, Azkbul ] amendmsnt should
have been placed in its contert.in the -debate. '

.29, . .Mr. DEDICER wondered whether the words "as & result of the foregoing
- decision” ought to be retained in paragraph 22, o .

430, - 'Mr. A7KOUL, while shering Mr. Dedijer's doubts, would not press for

the delstion of those words.
<31, ° In connexion with peragrapk 25, he cbserved that ’t}*a 'ﬁi}rase "should be

stated as obligations” evpreased the dissenting opinion (;)f uhﬁ’. Dedjuuy “st
than of himself, a5 a member of ths ninori ty. IHis ovn onimur mwlﬂ b
bettar stated by thz inssrtion of the words "or et laast es a standard" after
- the word "obligations”, ”

32, | Mr., JORDAL, Re-morteur, gevggosted that a new parepranh could
insertéd after: naregrash 25, to rsad; " wroncsal by Mr, Gendhi’ to insert the
‘words "to the pesce of humanlty™ efter the word “yital" in the first paregraph
of the preamble wes adovptad, '

. It wms go decided,

33, - Mr, GANDHET observed in connexion with varmgrenh 29 thet his ox mnal
proposal. (E/GN 4 /sub,1/1268 fRev.1) had quoted tho full tert of the eight’

- glpuses.of the creed drefted ty the late Mr. Welter Williams, The tevt of
- , , /those



E/CT.4 /5ub, 1/5R.86
Page 8

thoss einht clauses should ve irserted in the report to bring it into sccord
with the tevt of his origcinal provdcsal, ‘ A

It wez go Jecided,

v i o

Chavior IXY wes arsroved.

3k,  In paregramh 30, Mr. ATECUL sucgested that the reference to the tert

submitted by M, Binder to revlace the operutive part of his draft provosal
concerning the Implewentetion of the pri.pcip‘lea contained in the Confarence
resolutions shonld read: "in anendment By Mr, Binder, substantially modifying

the operative nortion,.."
35, . Mr. BINDER ecoepted that revision.

35. Mr, AVMI observed that chanter IV contained no mention of the proposal
submittsd by Mr. Gendhi concerning a method of counleting the draft convention
on freedom of informetion (E/ON.4/Sub,1/134). Although 1t had finelly been
rejected by the Sub-Commisaion, there should be scme. reference to its substance,

27. Mz, AZXOUL pointed out that ifb was especially important to give either
the full text of the draft propossl, or at lsest & sumsry of its substance,
because while the tevi as a whole had been rejecte‘d, each of ite smeparate
clauses hed basn approved by the Sub -Corztesion, HMoreover, Mr, Azkoul

himself hed submittsd an amendment to one of those clauses which the Sub-~
Commisaion had accopted.

38, . Mr, GANDII thovght that inesmich as the report x'»ras« a factual account
of the Sub~Commission's work and not merely a record of ite decisions, 1t
should contain a refsrence to his dexaft prot;éea 1, efan though it had been
defeated, The case was sameviet evcentlonzl In that all the component parts
of thet vronosal had been adontsd, Obviously, the mf’aéanca hzd been
inadvertently omitted. Wille he would not press for the inclusion. of a full
tort, he considered it sdvisalle and 1n i{eaping with the. nractice followed
throughout the report , to mive the substance of the rqjected émft propossl and

the details of the vote both on its senarate parts end cn the tevt a8 8 whols,
/39. Mr. FORDAN

PP —— e L WECESEC L LS R L e LR
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39. Hr, JORLAM, Rapnerbeur, ro2d out a provisional text o be nddsd
to chapter IV giving the Litle of dr. Gandhi's pronesal tegether with the Tinsgl

decision taken on i,

40, Mr., LZKQUL felt that the title itself did not adequately desevive
the subject and sucaested inotead that the report shonld dresent a sumary
of the operative vart, the substonce of Mr. Azkoul's amencment, the ssparate

votes on each clause and finally, the vots ou the whole.

hi. Mr. CGANDEI concurred in that view and surgested o wording to be

added to the provisional text read out by the Rapporieur.

ho, Mr. AZKOUL emphasized that the report must include en cccurate
account of vhat had occurred in the Sub-Commissicn; it could not fail
to mention nroposals and amendments even though they had ultihately been
rejected; it should record the views of'the minority as well ag of the
majority. It was the duty of the Rapporteur to set down 21l améndments,

at least in substance, regardlees whether they had been adooted or defeated,

43, Mr. ACUITO supported Mr. Gandhi's sugcestion and outlined the
three elements which must be included in the Repporteuwr's text: a statement
of the objectiye of the criginazl propcasal, the substauce of Mr. Azkoul's amend-

ment and the details of the votes,

bh, o The CHAIRMAL »rovoged thet Mr. Gapdhi should collaborate with the
Rapporteur in drafting o firel version of the text to be added to chapber IV,

It was =0 agreed,

Chapter IV was approved,

/innex A
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Annex A

45, Thce CHATNLY no%ed tast nunex A which peppoduned ‘the draft of en
Interu:rtional code of ethica edopted by the Sub-Coumission required no

further otion,

fnnex 1

Lé, In order te avoid nessible crrors in ¢nternretaticn the CHATIHAN
ked the Rapporteur to read anrex B, coutaining the draft resolutions based
on the recommendations of the ! ‘nb-Comnis S¢OH " which the latter wished the

Economic and Social Council to adopt,

47, Mr. D“DIJ“R SB\CQ ior an exalapot on of the documents 1ncluded in
the annei. Whlle ne wesg nreﬂored e acce 6 the retoru itself as & falr
reflection oP t“c Sub-Comnisgl fon's work, he felt that to aglk the Tconomic o
and Social Council to‘treusmlt the reuolutiéns hﬂéﬂted by the Sub-Cormission

prejudged, Yo some extent, the action of the Council.

L&, Mr., HIMOUREY (Rerresentative of the secretary-General) expleined
that.uhe Sub-Comuisglion was authorizel by its t@rns ‘of reference to report
directly to Lhe Council, The Council 10?~ally as“ed ell 1its comm;soions and
gub-coimicseioneg to prevare dralfic ol tie rasolutions they wished the Council
to adont to implement the decisions and recormendatlions théy had formlated,
That task had previou~ 1y been entrustecd te the fecreteriat, but had recently
becomn the vespousihility Qf the ccmmlss{oho -“emselves. Accordingl" their
decigions had to be editéd and put in 2 form suitable fer adontlnn by the

Counicil,

Lo, Mr. DEDIJFR was not gnatlolied that the Sub-Commission would not
thereby be‘prejudqing the action of tie Couwncil and he would therefore

abstain in the vote on armex B.

/50, Mr. AZKOUL

TR BRI S R G R T % B b e T R
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50. © Mr. AZKOUT, had sews donbis regarding the method emnloved in ademting
the form of the "ub~Commisaion'sresolitions Fer adorticn by the Comc’l,

There anpeared to he sone iIncunsistency, Tor examrle, in the cholice of the
preamhbles which ned been veproduced in the Council resclutlious. I many
instences, t‘o saragraphs of the precuhle countained the sgzentinl reanions
which hnd led the Sub~ﬁbmmission tn request acticn on the nart of the Comncil.
The decision regarding the retention or omission of tliese paragranshs involved
careful Judgment end sheuld be lelt. in the future, not to the Rapyerteur
alone, but to the members of the Swb-Commission, . Azkoul ferred that a
decision teken by a singln member might resuld in an involuntery dilstertion of
the real intent*ona of ce*tain recormendations, ond thus create difficulties

for the Councll

51, Mr; JORDAT, Rapnorteur"poiﬁbed‘duﬁ'thét rrermiles of the

‘ Suh~commission g resclutions werc retained only when they vwere conaidersd
useful or of interest te the Founci’ They had besn deleted when, after
careful can@ideraﬁiﬁn}it had been foud that they vere essential neither

to the Sub-Cbmmission’m recomméndation nor to tie proposals which the Council
might make et 1t request. ' a
52. The CHATRMAY celled for o wvote on annex B.

Annex B wag epnroved by 10 votes Lo nene, vith one abatention,

53. - The CHAIRMAN vut to the vote thie draft rervort as a vhele

(r/or.b/sub.1/136).
The report wss adovted by 10 vetes to none, with ono sbstentlon,

CLCSING OF THI FOURTH JI",CZ Tou

54, - . er. EINtER congratulated Mr, Fontaina uveon the efficlency and
forbesrance with which he had conducted the meetings os Chairman, end
s .for

RN
e
N

thenked tie V;ce-Ch“irmad the 5ﬂrnorteur and tiie Ge*retarlut GRS
their- ce-aneratlon and hard work, ke especially &ppraciaﬁed Vr, Fontains's
inltiative in inviting the oub~ucmmission to mect in rusty end wished to
‘extend to the Covernment znd peoyle I that coﬁntry hie desvest rratiiude for

their warm welcome, and unsti nt*ng hegpltality.
' /55- Mr, C‘—io»u-tj—l-s
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5. Fr,. GAIDHEI, Mr, AZXCUL, Mr. GERAUD, Mr. JCRDAM, My, AMIINO znd
Fr., OIIVA C/RTALIO  whnleweariedly agsocilated bthemaselves with Mr. Bincder's

expressicn cf gratitude.

N

5C. e, SALMON (Hbrld Pedsration of Tiited Haticns Associations)

thanlted the Zub~Cowmdssicn for having sranted her the privilege of

atterding its fonxth secalim,

T Mr. IEDIJER, Joining in the tribute paid teo the Chelrmen and to the
host country, obaerved that the Chalrmen wes not resvonsible for the
feilure of the Sub-Commission tn link wore closely freedom of information

and thz resvongibility Incumbent upor wress and informatio verscnnel.

58. Mr. AZMI alsc esaociebted himsell with the congrotulations ertended
to the Chairm&h end the appreciation o the hespitality and atnosphere of ;.
the host country. ie weo especlelly gratified hecause the Sﬁb-Ccmmission'had
produced concretc results on the busls of the volunminous &ndAcarefully‘v
asgemblad documentatlicn prenared by the Secretarﬁat. The intérnation&lwcode
of ethics, vhile it was a provisién&l dceument, was a sgignal achisvement,

Mr, Azmi noted that slthourh his mropesal for a definition of freeﬁom'cf
information hed been re¢jected, the Sub-Comnmission hzd cleerly been gulded

and inanired by that definitibn througiont 1ts verk, It bad alfays been
aware of the need to correlate freedom of information with the responsibvility
of infermetion perscormel. Ibs decision to postpone ceilon on & definition

had been wise.

59. The CHAIRMAN. speaking in his persenzl capacitr, thenked the members
for the tribute peid him, bub especially for tie kind remar¥ks they had

made recarding Urugnay., Ils coniidence that they would Iind in'thet rodest
country an atmcSphére of freedom and regard for hunen riohts nrgd led him to
extend his invitatior te them. With the able assistence of the Secrétariat,
the Sub-Commission had worked 1u a'spirit of wderstnding and compronice

and hadxaccomylished an inportant taslk., Mr., Fontains soked its meribers to
remember that thsy would elways be welcome in Urugusy @nd wished them godépeéd
on their jlcurney. ' |

60, He decliared the fourth séssion of the Sub-Commission on Freedem of

Information and of the Iress cleosed.
The mestins rose at 8.25 n.u,
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