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Eight months separ ate us from the time vrhen the first session began its 

1·rork . That is why before I begin to discuss the concepts of freedom of 

information and of the press I '1-rould like to d'vell on the decisions of the 

first session of this Sub-Commission, on the effect produced by those 

decisions , and on some nel·T circumstances that arose in the period bet1-reen t he 

tvro sessions of this Sub-C01runission. 

It seems to me that at t he first session the .Sub-Commission the latter 

di d not adopt a correct decision not having determined t he basic tasks of the 

press . The Sub-Commission concentrated its major attention on secondar y 

technical questions rather than political ones and thereby , I think, pl aced 

itself in a very difficult position. 

As you undoubtedly remember at one of the meetings of the Sub-Commission, 

on May 26, 191~ 7, I introduced a proposal concerning the definition of t he 

basic tasks cf the press, to be inserted into the agenda of the World 

Conference . This task >ms formulated as f ollo"rs: struggle for the principles 

of democracy, for eA~osing the remnants of fascism and the eradication of 

fascist ideology, for the decisive and daily exposure of the enciters of i-lar 

and the 1rorking out of effective measures against those organs of information 

and the press, which engage in enciting to,~rds aggression; the development 

of f riendly relations among nations; aid to t he solution of probl ems of 

economic, social and humanitarian character and al so the development of 

respect toward right s of man and toi,rard basic freedoms for all, Hithout 

distinction of race, sex, language and religion . 

l ... V ;··~c)l'.li\ ·crepnition of the basic task of the press and its inclusion as 

!· a:. ' o~e : o~ t~~poihts of the agenda of the llorld Conference 1-rould undoubtedly have 
' • ·10 WliO. i . · i'·ha:d! a.h'~ormous significance, and every person respecting progr ess end 

• .< ;·,. T r.demo<u•acy··would have sup:9orted such a course for the press vrith great 
' /1. ~~ ( :: l· • ' 
. _ ...... ·- •.. __ ... ___ .- ~· -~ ... ---· ' 

/sati::;faction • 
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satisfaction . Thir ~ro9osal of mine had a most immediate bearing on t he 

pur_1ose for rrhich t he nocond session uas 'tO cssemble: that i s , it related 

directly to the concept s of freedom of information and of the press , t o the 

right s and duties , vhich must be incl uded in the concept of f reedom of 

in::'ormc:tion. 

A r..t.rr.h::r of repr esentatives came out against ::;uch a definition of the 

t asks of the press . After some hesit ation and confusion voices began to be 

heard at the Sub-Cornn1i ssion , voi ces encouraged and suppor ted by some one, 

to the effect, that it does not make sense to struggle 'nth tt.o r(~cr..ts of 

fas cism, that "fascism is an indefinite and out dated concept , that fasci ::::m 

is an abstrac t concept," etc •.. Neither Mr . Mackenzie, nor Professor Cha.t'ee 

"anted to have the press expose the remnants of fascism and the fascist bundit s 

still dreaming of revenge, did not want the press to expose t he i nci ters of 

imr . There burst out a flood of demagogy in which all those pr oposal s uere 

dro1n1ed, to the detriment of corr~on sense, to the detriment of muzzling of 

the inciters of war end the e;;posure of the remnants of the fascist cut · 

throats . 

Events of the past months have confirmed, that our opponents rrere 1Trong. 

The facts of l ife have confirmed that having refused to fight against the 

remntmts of fascism and undertruce the exposur e of the i nciters to war the 

Sub-Commission f irGt of all displayed weakness and ob jectively encouraeed 

the inciters to war, who hang out in the press, to even greater activity, and 
placed itself i n a most aw~vord position, because a few months hence the 

Gener al Asoembly a.dopted resolutions , directed against the inciters to 1n!r 

and untruthful communicat i ons . 

Even more than that , i n the course of the work of t he fi r st session of the 

Sub- Commission and the session of t he Economic Council various utterances 

appeared in the Amer ican and English press pr esenting the matter i n a fasltion 

that the American and English represent at i ves in the United Nations alleBedl y 

are inspired by noble motives (having refused to expose the inciter s to l·ra.r 

nnd the r emnants of fascism) in defining true freedom of the press and 

information, ,.,bile the repr esentatives of other countries 1-1ere por trayed by 

the American press, as people, who encr oach on the freedom of the press and 

guide the nress to,.,ards an incorrect course . 

That press t r ied to shm., that only i t, the Anglo- American :nress i s 

ideally free, while the press of ot her co~mtries was portrayed and still is 

por t r ayed as not free , as controlled, etc •• • 

All this is not only surprising, but it i s truly monstr ous . The f acts 

of life have demonstrated, in the course of a r elatively short period r;f time , 

l·rho lras right and ,.rho ,.,as '"rong . 
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Since when has the expdtiUr~ of t~ ~citers to war become an injust 

cour::>e? Since when and accdfding to ·whose concepts has .the exposure of the 

remnant s of fasd em to be portrayed as a.n 'l.Ulllecessa.ry and :incorrect task 

and fascism i t .self as an abstract concept? . 
' . . - . . :.· 

t-That · ~<?ok place after the close of the work of the f i rst seGsion of the 

Sub-Commission? Has the situation cha.nsed .for the better·? It see~ that it 

has not! ~e inciters of a. new war hav~ notic.eably become more active. The 

still existing fascist nes ts h~ve noticeably gained vitality. They pl ace 

great hopes in the ~sagreements ~ng the erea t powers. ·They ·are activizina 

their work , they ar e buil~in$ new planG. 

In the big press of the United States there increased the number of 

utterances inciting t o a new war. A more active inciting of mistrust among 

peoples -has begun. The inc1 ters to ~·rar 1f:1 the sphere of the pr ess , r adio anc 
cinema have begun to apne~ , without reluctance, for preparation for war, 

'• . - . . . 

for the dispatch of trqops to ,other countries, for the use of threats . 

They . app~~ to carry out the policy,·they find necessar.y·by the force 

9f arms , by way of threats . of interference in the affair s of other countries . 

AU this is sufficien~J.y well. kno~m to us. . 

T~~ head of the .. Soviet del,.ega.tion .at the las.t . session of the General 

Assembly of the United Nations, A. Y. Vyshinsky, in his speech of 

·September 18 , 1947 unveiled and showed to the entire ~·rorld t he inciters of 

a ne,., war, their methods 1 their desires and the d.al:lgers wbi·ch they bring 

to the world. The heads of other delegations also spoke of · this at l .ength 

·and convincingly.· . . 

The General Assembly adopted a special. resolution, ·condemning the 

inciters of a new war, condemning untruthful communications :{see documents 

A/C .• l/428 and A/C .3/l80)'. . .. 

But the inciters of war have as yet not des-isted • . :JS..s before- they 

uti'lize· the :press to,·rards their endS, lmov:ln! that · the ·press ia a mighty· 

weapon of propaganda ,~'a mighty· weapon for irlfluencing the mass.-

- ,. They: centinue sowing mistrust wn6ng peoples, spreading lies and 

misinformation, · appealing for arinament, for · war. · The Hearst newspapers .have 

long ago chosen the incitement ·or mistrust and appeals t6 war as their 

principle specialty. Afte~ ' Rearst, th~~~ f~llo~ the others . To please 

their owners , newspaper syndicates and individual so-called Jo.urnalists 
• • • • ~ • • ',\ • : • l • • • .~ • • 

daily spr ead lies and appeal for war. . . 

.Yo~ can' find ·~uch ~x~les' ~eiiriy in .~ large ~wspal'e;·, pu~lisp~d in 

the United Stat es of America. 

Such ·are· the facts . · They do not favour the decis ion of the ·first 

session of the Sub-coromrssi~n that wo~k~a on the problem of ~- ag~~da . ;or the 

t-Torl.d Conference' on. freedom of information and press. Gentlemen and 

/experts; lies 
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.. e?ti>~r.ts.; · lies, intsiil:rt>rido~on· tin~· the pr·6P:agandi o~ Viii':. cio · !lDt · ·i cicUi tate 

collaboration. In spite· of the·'dif:terar.t·i'eystems, the :great !>owe·r't(can 
·:.··. .. ·. ·, . 

s-qccessfully collaborate. · ·- · · ·· .•.-· 

The Concept of 'the .F:reedom:' of Inf'o.rma.tion .. · 
• .,.. ~ • I 

. . )-h-. ·. Prc::ddent , . I listened attentively to the statements'· of · experts 

-concerning the· concept of freedom of iitt"o~tion ·and tho ~re~s rind lriih due 
~ • ,, • . .. • 1 • ~ - • • • • •• : • • ~ 

... attention . ..read al:l: ·t'he · doo-uments icsued r dlating to ·this question~ l-Tri tten -. . .. . 
t . . • .: . ·. . ! ' .... 

. b.y various membcu~s •of the Sub-c'omm:tsS'i{)ri:. · · . . . . : ... ·: ,. 
· · · Fi~st of · all -.the ·view~ pre·sonted contain.- one general line and hence', . . . 

from nzy point of view, a common shortbotrlng~ ·.. : ' ... . ' 

. vJho.t is this shortcolJlin{J:? ~ "· : . 
:, r! .. • .. 

,-The detaehment :Of the vie't'<~s· ··e:Xpressc:id concerning ·the .'b6ncept of 

~~~e~o~_of information from r eality; from th~ f acts of life, from 

::. 

?O~te~orary conditions, from:·whO.t goes ·on· in the world, t heir · abstractness • 

. _Accqpding to tho conceptiOn of sow( re:preserit&:tivos fr6edoin of 

fnft':!rmation p~esents ltfielf us :a goal ·1~ i tself. · 'Freedom f or . freedom's 

:sake and far nothing ol·se ,· .such ·an 'idon of ·freedom is ·an empty phrase . 

I n r eel ity this is freedom .for a few oonop'olists···~t the press and 

m.eep~, c,:> f c9~nmunico.tion, who·. haVt:: at their d1spcisai :print:i~· pi-o::~~e-s , paper, 
. . . . ' ·~ 

broo.dcast~g._sto:~ions; ,:mpvin.g pictl..li-e. s tudiOs; anci ' pr ess ·<agcncies; · to 

~!~~rt~ tp.e neys:· .. !f.n. ,their . ,inter ests , ·-to· trade in" helrs i . a~ o.nt{ t r ades in·' 

t obo.cco ,P;-odu9ts)_ and .qerive ;from t h;i-:; o. profit. . · · ' · 
' . ' . . ( 

v?ho.~ is ~ep~esented_ b;t .t~e cc:mccpt~·,of tho freedom of · inform:ation ·of .: 

Mr. Cruikshank, pr eoonted in bi!'l nor.,lmr.>~'t- , ~-~h:!.~h ~!::'. 

acce~t .. as a bas i s for .diso~sion? ·· · · ;_ 

~is 1~ not a ba~ ·examp~c o.f. how one c~· detnch .oneself from r eality: · .. , • . . 
The docULlent of Mr. Cruikshank i s floating in tlie clouds,- it is a ~i~isi~'al 
e~.l~L -~f c;b~.t~o.c.:tion-. . .. · ·· ·: .. . 

.jn. div:J,~i~n,. l .tm~~ poj,nts. l . and 2 ::of geneim.J.: defi'ni tions ·he · ktO.t~·a :: . 
f .~ • ·. : • 

. . . -. . . · ! " 4 . • ! • : 

"1. . :B;vcry :person is -free to p:1,tbli.Dh -and :e±pr ess his ideas·· by 'wo~d ot· . . . . . .. . 

. mo~f~' in w~:ti~, _t,hro)lgh_ :forms .of art ·ot- ' any o·thcr means·. 

2.~ .... ·. Ev~ry.-{~~rs~n . i~ f~ec . t~ .. re9~~Y~: and spread ·~- ··kind of:: information, 

·: ,inql~~ing f a:cts 1. as ~~ ~~ ,-c1:itioa.)_ ·:coma:ntmts ori·'books)>ricwspo:pC'.t 
. ·· . ... articl es. Cnd . stotem9~ts bJ! l{9r4 . of J:?OU~h-1 ·and. JJ:$kc uac:· of . all ' ·. 

, .. ·· : .. \.: l oMfUl. .means Of · cofi:ioun:tcrition." ' .. . .. ." ( 
.• ~ ... . • !' \ '(\ •. . 1 • • : ,. •• • • .t.• 

Tfu-Otlgh these' tw()' points Mr. cruik~~ -~?.n1:;s ci ti~ens ~ "freedom" .. 
·.· · .. · 

t o publish, r eceive ond spre~d, mi~ Y9?-' ~ -~p.d .. pf',.~o~~iRJl, . Please 
• • • • • .. •• . , · ' , 0 ••• : ' • •• • • •• • 

netc - 6:r!i ·'kiria of . 'ifit'orma:tion: . , -

vho 

. . . 
This is ?~?c:'~~~n~lY._ g~~::'~~~-~ . ~~\ ~te_~ . _s.t+.c~ ~neros~~tyi .-con· a· man, 

bas · no means·,--~ inaterial.be:so .o.n9- somo~~es_ .no -ed~at:ion1 ,:publish .·and· 
· ·· .·. . . . . . ~ : : . . ~ .. : . .. .fp~eSJ?:-- his .,, ·" ' :': • ... :· 

- : .. · ."!'- ! . ~· •. ! ... ~· 
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express hi.s ideo..s 7 Con after·· this · anyone who· so \roW. d. ·ao~it-o·, · recci ve ond 

spread information? Con thD.t be done by mill!ono of wrke:rs a.nd 

· intelloctunls 1 who only cam their means of s ubs istence·? 

Of course, thoy can not. 

~.'hat does the freedom of Mr. Cruikshank meo.n for them, the f r eedom 

. "to publish} receive and coomunicate ideas?" It doos not meon n thing, 

gentl emen. An empty sound, a. . plo.y on words. The froodom of · Mr. Cruiksbo.nk 

. will be utilized and i s made uno of by single individuals , who have O:t 

their disposal tel egraph agex:1cies, newspapers 1 ·rndio stations , printing 

presses and money. They will inake usc of it o.nd doing so in their own 

interests and no one cnn tell them otherwise, What is new in the concept 

o:f Mr. Cruiksba.nk:Z Absolutely nothing • . It i s old demngogy. 

But one should· not forgot one other generooity of Mr. CrUikshank. 

He nwards with tho d ght to publish o.nd communicate OXJY information, and 

thia means tho right to incite to war, to i~oite race hatred, to spread 

the ideas of fascism. Note, tna.t ho boo no limitations. Is that bad :for 

the re~tsi of fascism~ I~ that bad for the inciter s of a new vat,' who 

. wp.nt to enrich thcmsolVOS from :f'Ui'nishing a.rmrunents 1 llhO want to COIDplicat C 

tho ~elationships among pco~len~ 

Who vill ma.ke use of this right? First of all thooe who hOve tho 

pr~nting presses and paper, broadcasting stations and news agenci es, those 
tho. t ha vc tho money. 

Does not Mr. Cruikshank know, how difficult i t i s to ota.rt a. . · · 

newspaper without :mqncy? Hotr hard it i s to sto.rt oven o. tiny paper, not 

even for a. single worker or teacher, but for a. ·workcrs orgnnization· with 

several thousand me~ers • . It i s simply impossibl e , In the United States 

some peopl e who had even up to cevoral ·millions dollars tried to do so and 

wont bQ.nkrupt. They were squeezed· out. One cnn ci to many sUch exampl es . 

\tle give Mr. Kruckshonk the f r eedom to start in London or Bos'ton such 

·.on agency 1 o.s the . Associated Press. Try to do so . '. · 

In the third point Mr. Cru1kslw.nl<J Already limits the freedom of 'spoeeh 

and information. In that point he worrie·s over the ·interests of natfonD.l 

socuri ty J over ,a change 'through force and Violence of' the sys tom : of 
government, he worries over the fact that thoro should not be o.ny·pr ossuro 

on the courts. i that no other :persons should be libeled lllld defamed·. · B·ut 
~ • . " t· .. ' : "''" . , ' ' • • • • • • • ' . 

':here· as well · he 'fdrgot to limit the spr eading of race ho. trod, of inci tcmcnt 

to wr 1 untruthful communications ce~cernfug other peeples and stO.t~s ~ · 
In division C n:Privo.te sicie· of ·t he quo~ti~n" he also ~kos str<lllge 

conclusion porticularl,y in the po.ragro.ph, ,.,here· it is said: 

/" •••• the utilization 
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1
' • , , • the · {ffinization and :availabiiity of ·various rna:ss mco.ns· 'of 

coilllll\tni'e·a:ti6n, but not their ~worship,· are t her efor e thi bad e 
... ' ; ,, , .. 

problem' in :~ec'tion wi'th the protection of freedom of info.rlnation . " 
. ... ' · .. 

You are mistaken, Mr. Cruikshank! ·· ' · · 

. ,' ,.. ~ t'() mcltcn'nse of the ·brohdcas&n!fst ation of ·~ company , if that 

.: happens to be · unpr~rltable for· such ~ company' and ' you ldll ' b.ba.I~do~ such 
• . • . , · ' '1 • ' : '. .. • • • •• .;. •• • • . ~ .. ,· •• 

·a: ·C!oncl usion. · ·The ergumcnto.t'ions of Mr. Cruikshai'lk a r"(j . just sona· fog, 

·l.rhicli co\Tcr s up;.th~: surreyti ous introduction or favouro.bl e . coi1ihH~fis f or 
' .. .. . . ' .. ... '. ' ' ', · ~· 

· .. <ihci !acti vi tics ·or :.the kings of the pr ess , · tho impunity of ury t;tpe ·or 
:Jp·ropago.ndu, incl:Jeu:ng the incitement of .!Distrust among people~ and t he 

·. :P'z'opagando.~ ·in f.~vour of . ...,,ar, a f ot{,.,hich i s in turn shiel ded by-:t'hc: :.high 
.• . • . i · ·'·ttl" ' · 1: • . • ·:·: '. :.~ 

oounding ·st atement on the freedom of~ 'iriformn.ti·oh. · · · 
• '" • • ' o , . • I • • •' • 

0
o • • 'I ' ~ ""t f :: • 

. . '.:-: .. ' .:· · Now u·f elr r em.a.rlts r el ative to the cortcepti6h.ol' "frecdom of' speech of 

tne'iexpert from tha:. u:.ited states hoie1ss6i1 cMt;/e,···· ~~rh:i'~ii· i ~ ;.f11¥c.n "iri 
·· doc\.lrtl.Cht · EfeN·~4/S'ul.1 .1/32 ; · · ·· · .. : ::: ··' :~ :!~· . ... . :~~ . ! .. · : · ;: ·~.-: · 

: •. r:· ;•·r& b varj ·pl:oasant to· conv·cr~o with · tA~ pr6t~~~so;· and ·t / ; ·e;d;·his 
. . . .· , · .. . I . .· , ··. • . '< 

: bool{S;' nc c;m clearly formu.ld.te tliou6llts, hn.s c. sense of buqoi'' 84d····-
•• ' • • • ' , ,. ~ , • • • • ; • • "'II[ 

i. t'requoh:£1y uses historical cxn)ixpJ:es·;. ·but his argumento.t iono contained in 

the document concerned ,.nth freedom of infor mation, arc very t 'c.nglecl up and 

-:bQntfoaaf(!t6ry : · Her e one to accep·(ili~ conc~ption~ the :ir~zG "ill t hen 
.: • • • • • ...... • • ~ ~· . ' ;; • • 0 : • • • , • : ' ; ~. • • • • :· 

· servb' ·only those to vhom it bel ongs·; ·true freedom 'of the pr ess •,Till . pc m;::.de 
·. : . ' . .· · . . .. ;-

usc of by only the large monopolist R of industry 'and means' of informction 
. . .•• .• t ~ . . .• ' t.!' •. , . . ·{ '; 

a nd ·1nc1 t or s of a nmr "nr will conduct ··thc:l.x•· ·o.ctivi ties lri th impunity. 
·" . , . .. 

; :. ' nero is un exampl e . To sup'port l:lis t hought that one should not f eo.r 
. . . .... ,· ... ·. ~ - ~. . . ... ·.. . . · ... . ' i ~ . . ·: • ., , \ ... .. .... ~ . . .. . 'f :.; 
.I 'the m::ts\:ts~ ·of fr~e<lom of spca'cb ·Professor C&.fe·e b:rings f orth quotations 

• • ~ ~ # r •· ... . . · ... :. · ~ . . . . •·. ' . ~ "~- f • • • •. ( .• , • · :.·· 

·'·:rrom \Ti.tstice . Brandeis··~ ·' ' r~· ·t}\is· quot atioii proper ? Has 'net much chc.ngod 

'f r om the days when i t l1'ds-~ittdril ~.-Why d1d .. . h1d.·need thiri' · qu~t~tior~f,· ·vJhy 
: . . . . . ., . . . .. . . . . .. ~ . . ·.~. . .... ' .... 
·'vas it nccesso.ry to bi'ing··i n this good munc when i t . doe5n• t fit? \·ihethcr 

· ·ob jectfvely ·or·':'subjE!cttvtily~· :but ·thci· 'prbtcJ~of. ·iia.~<~akeri th~\rrong path and 
·. .- ' .• , .. , ..•.. ' j- :· . :· . ..... .. ·. \' {.'; ., . . . ; 

that i s exo.ctly ,.,at ct- · unaor the' 'mill ' of "f aselst ''ana new inciter s or· wa r • 

. Thus pr ofessor; atcb~din~·· 'i'o·.itoti ' 'ttc.~;:P~Rrs · ~tbci.·{·fite ~~~~~·;aB<;.ndo. or a no"' 

· ~i!r · is only. a 'nits.ustf·:i o:t'~f'c~~n~h!)t ~;eeth')n· &iHfg~to.fXgi{of- eYU o.~d that 

it ·irln oo ··dl'o'llm~<I o1lf<l:ltt :ih~~~.:chorus oi' ;;·~JJ:;~tof~i:-~b{ick:s ~:· . For you,· ·p~oressor 
: o.·.big sped.aH st '.fui~e''·la~ dnd :the pr ess , ·:.ztfch ···d1v~:£e ·fs ·fu:u-or gi va.ble . 

:,y ou.:Jmow who · owns· .ttliE!. Ipr.e~ s . :in · the~' O'n~tb·d ''St:atb~··~ht Ailier:i-2 d ~· · · •,rho. t . its· 
. ~lli:O:I;l<?,-PQ,l i ~ t . ovn.@:'s· . u~nt;~; ;;\fh9Y.; ::OAU· a.n<l elroaey :.:oowp b:touglrt. rwr propagfmda 

,t9-..-a . lcv~l of h9'ste:tt.i .a.:f ~Gl.lVD~~.R.B.ing, sob.d.l't·~voiccs:~ .. ' Ih1'.!tl1(i\b htct.itJn'S ~~"the 

: ~o.r!3e monqpolists of •:t.n®S'tlY.J onft too ·.prcsEf,,'-gll1ide .. ,themseil'l/es: !l.ea£t of all 

b a.l id t . , . .• ~ . !· • .. •. . :· • . i:... . . ..• . . . . ··' \ y mor cqno er a. .l.'Q'o.S•: .,,',r . !':C\•;·.t::.: • .J.;·..:. ,.:;. :): ...:, .1 L . .. ·'·"~ ···'·· ·"' •.: ·' ··· . .. 

·. ~ ' Dcrcn~····ereedom of speech ab stractly, you pl ace yourself ~ l-thether 

/you lro.nt to 
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you ·..rant t o or not, on the. side ot.: 'J~i'eMing. freedom of speech ~for the 

inciters of hatred, and of e1mdty ~brig pebples, you enter the path of 

defendina freedom Of Speech for the inc:!. tel'S Of .:1 uo:;W 'W'Rt' • :t f'" ln-tr'lv Whfl t 

str enc;th end what Iaaterial base is :poss·es sed in the Un ited States bj' the 

sober ·heads,: which you refer to, y;ou know, hm·t many newspapers, · news 

agencies , :and bl·.oe.dcasting ·stations belong to workers and their organizf'.tions . 

You undoubtedly would be indignant if some one in the press were to 

appeal for the murder of a concrete individuaJ. and you undoubtedly were· 

indigne..nt , because. ·such. cases. did talte place in the press of the : . 

United States . But lrhen r ea:ctionar:!.es· .propagandize through the press :in 

favour of: a nel.,· wer, appealing for mass murder; you ·do not o:hJect ,·· but· on 

the contre .. r:y d,efend their: freedom of action in the pres,;; .. ·: . This, professor, 

i s sugar watel· liberaJ,is111 that .has lon~ 1! ~c . ,utl:!.ved .its ···day. 

, A few words about freeqom\ in e~nera.l. 

Professol~: Cha:fee as well as other represent atives lTho, expressJ~d 

themselves in ~ op;inion maJte an illlporta.nt mistalte speak:ipg of E!OIDe kind 

of an unlitQ.i ted freedom . I do not share . such views. ·All this is done, 

I think, , f or show • . Hho of. aJ.l people , , tut certainly not t he representatives 
of · the Uni t~d Stat~s should .be .talkine about tmlimi ted freedom of the press. 

' ' .· " . ' . •, . . 

Stric.tl:r spea.l~ng tmlimited, absolute freedom nevef exi 9:t od anq ?-o.es not 

exist i n e:ny country. Tilrough th~ ent ire course . of hum.an history· there 

e~:i.sted defi nite restrictions on the freedom of people. In civilized . . . . . . 

fiOCi~ty there ~e corresw.~ding .l.aw~ • . :r'hese le.~.,s limit . the. will of separate 

i ndividttcls, directed to . do harm .to other peopl e an~ society as a whole • . · . . ' .. 

Disobedience to la'H, the manifestation of ones wi ll be one o:r ··the other · 

person or group of people to the detriment of society- is a crirue . and for 

this one. used t o punish and . does punish .. in any country. Al Capone wanted 

to rob and kill v.ithout :restriction and he V{aS looked up in Aloatraz. In 

the same faspipn one.~shoul.d. stop cr:im..:j.na.ls ·of. international scope; who 

i!lcite to we:r,. to mass. murdel;'s, .. and that uill only benefit ,humanity. ~e 

principle of al?solut~.· and ·'..Uilimited f r eedom of the vill . of man has .n.evel" 

~"1d .nowhere existed, . It · is an empty· phrase. 

Freedom··of Informe.tton end I nternational. Collaborati on: 

· · · One can not e.raue e.bout the . freedom of i nformation and the press 

a.b~tx·ec ay, not ta.king into account the interests· of millions ·Of peopli.: 

Ona, can not .decide probl ems about :fnsedom and even wlliroited freedom of 

i nformation, outside of time an<i s pa co , to ct~:J c:id(.; them· in r;om:ir'cu .• 

Inve.stiaating such· problems it is im);lera.tive to· begin with the concrete 

historical situation, to· ·start out from what is wanted in this period by the 

overvhel.ming majority of·· peopl e . · The overwhalming majdtity of the population 

I or the a!obe 
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of t i1e eH>ue no"' we,nts; . peace, · ~r-i'~ re'lat1ons , .~opd. t;z·~e, e.xche.rl6S . of 

achievements i Jl· the fields· of sd:ehce and C\o.lture, . general pr,ogre~sr 

f.!cedom and tr.d~apeudence . · 

Tl.a-· peo~1le ha·re shed· much blo~P. in the Second t-lorl d l·lar for freedom and 

::~~npe1.de::ce r..11d now). ~s never .. b~fore 1 the peqples stz:ive. for peac~, Onl.y 

a trcly f i:rm, and l ong peace "Ji ll g~v:e humanity an actual possibility ~o heal 

ti1e v uun<lo vi' Vf' r fe::~t , t c r~: 1 s0 -t!"o cul tur:" l l uvol :.nd t•:~ oov.; f orwar d 0n 

t he: r ,of!d . t o :further. progress . 

Hicto!'y tea.chcs us that peace can ,be 13ec~ed only ~hrough frienill.y 

!"·collaboration· wnonG peopl !3.s, in tn~ ;f'j,rst· p:Lace , emonc: the great powers, whose 

'· co- ord:inated :actions in .the · S.econckWo~ld War brou~t. us to vic"!;ory over 

· llit).er ite Ger~ and I!lilita.rist Japan., Life {las demonstr ated 't(o us . the 

silt~ler fruitfulness· of such collaboration of gree.t : po.wer.s and every person, 

even with a minimtun of underst fUlding of h i stor i cal events and ·curr'ent 

pol i t i cs , understands ~hat r ol e i s played by' the press . in the cause of 

strc~hening collaboration among peoples, · in the cause of exposine t he 

ir:c:lters ·of a new 'lre.r . · · It ··1s impossibl e ·to ovexr-value t he rrue of t ne press 

i n this cjuest ii:>n. The press is the great'es t instrumerlt of educati'On for 

f r i e;,cUy relations; a mighty 'Weapon bf e:~erci·sing influence ·~ver nrlllions 

· of :peoJ;le. If' tne ttress' portr:zya ·events· t rut hfull y and honestly,. w:i th0ut 

i ·ll-\vill,''\rit hout · prejudice, 1-t ·:r-acilite.tes t he sttreni(rthening. of' pea'ce and 

f riehdsh{p 1 if 1 Oli the contrary 1 the press p~rver.ts r'eaJ.ity in• the interests 

.o~ the .enemies of peace, in the interest o:C th~; enrichment of a small ·group 

. of :~Anr,l~ - !.-t· ::~~::.t~ .o li~Li't::U. .among .peoples, w:l.dens · the. sphere of t he confl i ct 

J.et>.ds . to ,.tar. , ~~· . . t. ! , . . : 

· · · . Y.ou undot,btedly remember -what .a sinol\llarl y negative: r ol e was ple,y~d by 

t he Al1[;lo- ./l.meric.an and French press in the· pre~war years, .in the years of 

~:iu,nich, ·When .it .encSGed daily il} !)raise: ·of Hitl e.rite .Oeruany ;and in b'aiting 

t he. S.oviet. State •. The r e action&ry newspape2:s · of t hese countries · p0rv<Jr tod 

·Sov~~ r~~it~ and. the · peace-lQvina pol icy af the Soviet State •. This · press 

· concel\l.ed aJ.l the·. ~eono.Jnic· al'~.d. politicaJ. .. achievement :or ot the Sovie':t Union. 

The :pres s shP.ded out t he t11-te d~cer of aggression fr~. the forces ' o1" the 

notori ous :"a.xis" 1,~d . inces~BJ1tly inflated the myth about "Soviet expension" . 
• ' • 0 • .. • ~ • • • •• • • • • 

The ,.,ar . t hat began '-ri th Hi t le;rt ~e Qei'Dial".Y · closed. t he mouths of the 

. s:}..a.nderers ! . . v!hi~ ·the ,.,~ l asted it,.we.s .hard,; for. tllem to prevent.· f:acts and 

PQU:l" !lltf.d. et ~h~ Soy~et Uniq:J;l. .The ~i t~ratina. ~.f?le .. of:. the , Soviet people in 

this '~cr. "1-ras too obvious .to every .man, to millions of· people . Millions of , . . . ' 

peopl.e ~n t~e eut~e ~orld . admir.e th~ bf~Yery.of th~ Soviet fighter s , t he 
• .. •• ' ' t • .. •• ' • • • • • 

unity ot; :t;;he Sov:!et p~;jppJ.~, thei,l;' hish mof.a,l gualities . The b ravery_ shqwn 
' I ' ' ' • + ' • • ' ' ( ' • • • ' • I' ' I 

by .. co·~-i~t ~!.c;p~~-::-s, t¥1d th~: ~4-ifJ.Iltages d?J1'.:lnctrated by tp~ Soviet sy stem 

/ar rested 



. ..• .· .. 
): 

a1·reoted the riverc of lies a."ld mis i nformation, 'tthich wer e diliGently 

generated in the cm:.rse o! twenty- five years, But even in those days, 

and that ve ere forced to note, w·he'il th~·-·soviet fight~;s .. ne~ Stali~rP.d 
were deciding the outcome of the Se.:ond '·lorl d l-Iar , ,.rhen they ~-rere -'breakin~~ 
t~c stif:: be.ck of Hitler's ,.,e.:..· t:achlne, the ~1c1ters of ·t he 8o'liet ste.t e and 

. :· ·, 

pro·t isans of H:!. tler , like Yilliem Rando:!. ph_ HeaJ.·st and his hirelin~s, lih.:e 

various Karl von Ve.igents , strived t o th:::-o'-i nmc1. at the Soviet Union, strived 

t o libel o-u-- ·fu.oy and sd;/" 'mistru~c · amonr; the t>J.lies, to inju.':e our common 

cause, to aid Hitler, by .utilizing the :difference in o·.r.- f3ccnom1c systems , 

Barel y had t he l ast battle for Berlin died do\-m, barely ,.,~re t he iast 

battles of the Second ·world Har over , as ouce age.iP. -:.~here ber;E'.n the old 

campaign of ins':i.mttJ.tfng ·e..nd lies. aG·a.inst ·the ·sovi;t Stnte , aaail'ist the 

Soviet people, the cenrpaicn known to all & tC: boril'-8 i;o most ;· croundless, 

fruitles s ·a~d ,.,i.t hout any j ustif i cation. · Slander age.inst the Soviet Union 

becar.1e t he principc.l s pecialty of O'.mers of l arge news:pe.pers > of all 1:inds 

of Rearsts and NcCor micks , i t became tile proposition of mercemu·y jo\.1rnillists, 

who -\ta.nted to make cn.pi t.U ·out of i ncitinG of hatred among p~oplc , 
. • . 

As you see history repeats itself . It rereats i t sel f at the e:~pe :r.se 
' ' . 

of mutual 1.Ulderc.ta.ndinc;~ agdnst locic 1 to the detriment of nlillions of 

peopl e, '-lh&t :L s the matter, what is ali this for , 'rliat ce.usos such e.ctions, 

wh::..ch ere unintellic;cnt, f ounded on ncthL1C, b ased onl~,r on go::::s ip, of a veaeJ., 
. .. . . ~ 

b ut p0'·rerful pre::;s? What is at the bottom of these phenomena? Savc.ge 

· hatred, c;entl emen. It. blinds the eyes , it dulls the brain. Whether you 

Want to aaree '·lith this, ' uhother :-ou '·Taat fo give it t!-lOU[_;ht or not , . t hat 

is yot~ business, but it i s a fact, a non-controvertible fact , 

All t~1e::;c l ies har.1per th'3 establis1Jne,1t ·of real and possible 

collaboration~ This coLJes about bece.use the press belonss to single units, 

1~ ... r e;e monopolie.s. 'l'heoe units because of savage b.atred do not want real 
' mutual understendi ng and collaboration: 1\ll this because betv:een theories 

. 01' ~''freedom of t he p1'eso t1 and the . actual situation of the freedom of the 

press there is a deep abyss , In the United St~tes there doe:.; not exist a 
. ' 

sinele do.ily news1>aper, thc.t would belong to trade unfons , The trade unions 

have onl y ilw.dequete ,.reekl~' bulletins. T11ere exist here literally onl y a 

few proe;ressive newspapers , which lead a precarious existence . Such are t he 

facts. 

; Deterr.linin~ t.he Tas!::s of the Press 

The determination' of the tasks of the ju·e s s has great s ignifi c F:nce . 

At 'the presE>nt tilne the pr~s·s 1-rill J.jve up to_ its hiQ:l cal~ine, if it 

will facilitate 'alone all l ines the bl.·oadening of d~n:.oc~ac:y:, and ce::rr; on the 

struc;sle a:-;ainst the r emnants of fascist nests, agai.nst the inciters of a 

/ne'r we.r, 
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ne•r war, if it Will· 'Serve the cause of ·universd peace arid :of ·aevelOf'nient 

of friendly relations . · · · · · · ::· · · · · · .. :· :·. 

· 'I'he Basic: Pr inc:i. ual of .. F.1'eedom 'of· lrtforn,e..tion' 'e.hq_tii'~ Pr~ss · ·. , ' .. · 
Gtn~lemen. ex~rts : · · . :. . . . ;,. 

l.c:. the basic' principal of th~ freedcm· of . information' ar.d.' 'the 'pi-ess- ··it 

i.s essential: to recognize . freec_om of 'in~ ormation o.nd the p\<ess as the r~ght 

.of alJ.' ·.citizens; exclusiVe of persons who co:L·e: out· with propaga.n:i~ In. favour 

of. •rar a.>id fascism i n '· ex;:;: form. 

But ·it must-be to.keh in~o account, that the ·bare p.~oc1.emat'ion .. of the 

princi pal. of freedom of information :ind the press cl.oes not as yet give the 

people this freedoz:1, lf the bro~d n1asses of tlie people rnd ~l'l~ir 

organizations do not have at 't heir disposal sut:h mate:-i~:~..l means , "ithout 

'1-Thich:'tlie actu·al utili za-G ion of the · free·dom .. of i nfonua;tron and the pre~s' is 
.. ~ 

impossible . 

A full · G\.thl'ent'ee of the fl'eedom of the press for the people i·Till exist 

when t h. people will have at their ci.'iA]?osa.l·, in public hands, modern mee.ns 

.of informe.ti-on. 

Such· a . sruarantee' is fully real.'iied at the present time in t he 

Union o~ Soviet So~ial±Gt Tiepublics . 

But we think that in all 'democre.tic coi.mtr ieo· ·there exist possibilities 

f or a struc;gle against the use of infor~e.tion and the :p1·ess for anti-populer 

and anti-democ~atic ends for ·a struggle in favour o£ honest and truthful 

i nformation, against lies e.nd· l i bels , at:ainct :t:lioinfo!'lantion. 

:r;l~.n:~iore i pnt forth the follo1-ring p.·oposels : 

1 . To r e co[;ltize the .freedom of ·the ·press a:s the right of aJ.l ·citizens , 

exclusive of IJetsons vrhc ccme out vrith propac;anda of fascism' in any 

form, '\-Ti tL prvpe~c·.nd.c df .a nei·T ,.,a.r . . 
2 ~ To .• re·cof.Y.J.Ze that f ulJ. fl'ead.om of the · press and information · dP...n be 

secured only lmder t1i&· condition' of pfecing at the . di.sposai· .. o·{ b·road' 

:masses of people ::and o:f their or~~nizations of lilaterie.l meaits · 

necessary f.or the publi-cation or ·oreans . of the 'press'and. forth~ 
: funct i oning of· other means of information. 

3 . , In local.itie·s where the ol?c;ans ·of the p1•ess· find 'themselves in 

direct dependence on private Oimers and on t heir commercial interests., 

to recognize t he .11ec~ss.itY for taking. effecti¥e. measures towerds the 

.. liquidatlioll. and prevention or· practice's ·c;;r· direct ·and indirect :·bribery 

of Ol'eans of the pre"Ss and inf~rme.tion, having the perversio'h of the . ' . . 
truth as their · a±m~ •• I ~~ • ! . • 

· . . 
'- '· ' 

\ 
·· : \ /Ri("Jlts and Duties 
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l~if.,bts a:q<i Duties of Or:~ans. ¢( Information end the Press 

1. To consider it essentiaJ. in the interest of the spread of honest 

il:fvrr:w.tion, to provide tele.:;;ra}!h agencies., ne-vrspapers and broadcasting 

companies 1-lith a broad access to the sources of information and to the means 

of CC•lilltunication on the territories of their o"im countries, as well as in 

othel· countries, 'tvithin bounds that are compatible \vith t:r.~.e interests of 

netional sectU"ity. 

f~. 'J:o considel.· essentiaJ. the worldng out of such measures, which would 

secnre the increasing availability of the COI!llllur..ication of truly honest 

and objective information. 

Rel~in,g to Heasures for Cor:1battinc; the Comm.unicat5.on of 

Untruthful and Libelous Stateme~ 

In accordance with the thesis, that freedom assumes also a :cenponsibilit: 

to recoLlmend the establishment throueh legislation of effective measures for 

affecting owners of such organs of the press and information, who cor11Illunicate 

untruthful and libelous statements about other peoples and states. 

One must tal:e a particularly strict ~tttitude tov1erds such untruthful 

communication, vThich mislead public opinions with the dm of worsening 

relations among countries, provoke conflicts and incite to we:r. 

Trte 'i'e,sks of the Press e.nd Information in the Strur;rle for 

International Peace, Sec.uri ty and tf1e Develor:mer~ .. t of 

El1 iendly Relations Amoncr Countries 

1. :J.'he orga11.ization of the struggle for the principles of C.emocre.cy, for 

e:q:osir.g the renmants of fascism and the eradication of fascist ideology in 

all forms. 

2. Exposure of warmongers, individuals and organizations, throur.;h effective 

struge;le ae;ah~st organs of :uress and information which engage in inciting 

to 't-lar and agGression. 

3. The developllent of friendly relations among nations on the basis of 

resrecting the principles of independence, equality and self-determination 

of peoples. 

4. The facilitation of the solution of problems of economic, social and 

hun1oo:li tario.n character end also the development of recpect for the rights 

of man and for basic freedoms for all, irrespective of race, sex, language 

artd reliQ::i.on. 

Such a conception a.nd such tasks relative to the freedom of information 

and the press will, in my opinion, brine; great benefit to the common cause, 

to the interests of peace and friendship among peoples. 




