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THT ADIOUACY OF THEZ NIWS AVAIIABIE TO THE PEOPIES OF THZ
WORID AND THT OBSTACLES TO THE FREE FIOV OF INFORMATION
TC THIM (B/CN.L4/sub.1/106) (continued)

Draft of an internotionel code of ethics (B/CK.%/Sub.1l/11k

(continuad)

The CHAIRMAN noted that the amendment nresentad
by lr. Chang &t the preceding meeting related to the
final paragra-h of the dreft code of ethics and should
be conéidered when the Sub~Commigsion discussed that
part of the text.

Hr. AZMT sﬂated that members should constently
bear in mind that they ssrved on the Sub-Commission
ag technicel expevts rether than es profesgionals or
representatives of Covernments. As professionals,
they weres naturally dedicated to the idsal of comulete
freedonm of informetion, so forcefully advocatéd by Mr,
Jordan. Absolute freedom of information, however,
nresumosed en attitvde of resvonsibility on ths vart
of Jjournalists. A code of ethics, voluntarily accepted
by Journalists rather then impoged by Governments would
constitute & notable achlsvement. The Sub~Commission
should act as & drafting committee nerforming the
prevaratory work and lsave the finel responsibility
of drafting end adonting the code to a Conference

attended by the Journalists themselves.

[ihile it was
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Whils it was understandeble that members wore

des iy concernsd sbout the wsifare of their owm countries
they should not allow national or professional coneslderatlons
to interfere wiphftheyqueqtivity-of thair‘wo?k on ths
Sub~Commisgcion.

. The CHATRMAN, spealing in hls personal capacity,
atated that a volunterily cceceptcd code of ethics could
also heln to:vrevent governmments from immosing restrictions
on the frse flow of inforwstion. There was general agresment
in favour of the maximum degrce of Ifreedom compatible with
respect for and »rotection of itas freedom of others. The
draft code shovld not be vegardsd as an isolated undertaking .
but as the preliminery step in the forrmlation: of broad
princinles and professional standards by journalists
themselves. |

- Mr, BODER recalled that he was not convinced
that a code of ethics was desirabls or achlsvabls.
The concepts animating journslists in various parts of
the world were so different that it was impossible to
acree on universally acce»table nhraseology. So
great a part of the draft code before the Sub~-Commission-
was allen to professional thinking in his country that,

. . o /although
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althousn he would not enter into s dstoilsd discussion
o each séctién, hs wishsd to ﬁaka g ganeral steterent
that he could‘no§~éCQuiesce in the text ag a wholic.

The CHAIRMAN called for discussion ol the
Tirst paragravh of the wreembls to the dreft code
(B/CK.b /5ub.1/114) vhich closely followed s section of
the pre&mbleAcf Resolution No, 2 of tue Conisresncs on
Freedém of Information.

At the svggostion of Mr. DEDIJER, the Sub-Cormission

agreed to the ingertion of ths word "ull" after ftrue'

in the sebond line of tha flrgt nercorenh.

ﬁr. JORDAY n%ted the reference to 'mombirs of
the information vrofessions” in line % and stated thet
in his country the term ’ﬁrofeSSion’ hed the connotation
of a closed occunation to vhich entrance could be geined
only after couplisnce with définite raquirenents and
certification by en appro?riatevbody. Jotxrnalism
gtrictly spesking wes more ansprouriately deéi;hatsd as
a trade then as a profession. He would however not oross
Tor a vote on the matter.

lir. CHANG folt that the designation 6f journelists
'aa méﬁbers of a proiegsion rather

/then as
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then as members of o trads wos vrsforable ond would
tend to Increase their disnity und envhasize their‘grave
rosponsibilities as nowsriul inflvences in the livas
and welfare of humanity.

Mr. ACUINO sxrrecsed the view that by ite
very nature, the character of nswzvtaver work woes subjoct
to varied interpretations. In soms social systems, it
was considersd & yrofesslion; in others a trede in the
senss of tradesmen father then trader. In any case,
desisnation of newsﬁaﬁer vofk byAthé moye dipnifisd
title of nrofession would not in itself secure automatic
imnrovement of standards in the Tield.

Vhile he himself wreferred to be collsd o craftsmon
instead of a professicnal, he stuted that 1t wes
Imessible to impose eny inflexible yardstick in an
internetional ¢~de of ethics.

br. BINDER stated thut, in generul, worlers
in the nswsheper fleld in the Unitsed Stutes considered
ag dangerous sny tendency to estahlish‘bodies with
authority to judie fliness to sngage In nawsnoper wovk.

/Experience
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Zxveriencoe show:zd that such bodies almest ine%itaﬁly
came wnder the direct or jndirgqt.contrql of the Slate
erd that, in corporate states or totaliterien resiues,
the orgenizatlon of profsssionals led to restriciions
end malrractices which were roongnent to those who
che:ished free institutions.

Mr. CIANG pointed oud that the designation
of journalism as a rrofession rather than as a trade
need not necessarily lead to ths dlsestrous consequences
which had occurred in totelitarien regimes. The essentilal
differonce wag that those who looked uvon journalisﬁ as
a trads were willing to accest any person who revorted with
o reasgounable degrse of honesty. ¥Im China, however,
dournaliste were alco expected tp fulfill the important
function of guiding public opirion.

Mr. SIIVA CARVALIO indicated that in addition
to the concent of journalism as a trade, or os a
government-controlled profession there was also the -
poasibllity of voluntary orgenization by Journalists
themgelves to improve'proféssional standards. . He noted .
thet the commendatle system of voluntery orgenization
was wide-spreed in both the United States end the United

Kinsdonm.
/it mist be
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It must be made clear, however, thet governmmentel control
&g in totellterlen rejimes wes objecticnable.

P AZLOUL, cunported by . AZMI and the
CHATRILIY, noted that since thé original Irench texut
referred to "l personnel de presss et dos antres orgenss
d'information", the word 'rwrofessimzls” in the Englich
text was ineccurate and slowld e covrecied.

dr. GANDHY noted thit the sniire draft code
was replste with refersnces to "profesgional ethics” end
"professionsl standardé“ since those sxrressions forwed en
integral part of currsnt usaze in discussing the fleld of
journalism; e feaved that deleilon af Vprofession“ in
the first noragreph would necessitete conetunt slteration
of »hraseole;y elsswhere gn the druft code.

Mr. JORDAW revnlied that he hed no objection to ths
use of such expressions as "professional‘conduct“ or
"srofsssional ethics” in the text. His comment en»lled
only to the qualification of Journalism zs a nrofegsion
in the first pa?agraph of‘the Froembla.

After & brief exchenze of views. Sho Sub - Crraicsion

e . Bl PB4 Jrg—

x

agroed to the followln:g wording: "ersonnsl of ihs press

and other medie of informetion.’

[t GERAUD
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Mr. GERAUD felt that the firast rarograph of the
preamble wes vneetisfactory and suggested that 1Y e
replacod by the correspending toaxt of tho Draft Corvantlon on
Fresdom of Information with slight omendments.

Further discuscion of the first -eragranvh of the:

preaumble was deferred wending distribution of Mr. Gerand's

arendrent.’

The second warcgroiph of ihe preamble was approved

E}thout dsbete,

The CEAIRMAN ¢pened the discussion on the third
peragranh of the nrsemble, drawing attention to the fact
that it was based in the main on paragraph 7 of resolution
ITlo.l adopted by the United Nstions Conference on Freedom
of Information (B/Conf.6/79, pege 22) on the basis of a
text previovsly approved by the Sub-Commission, but that
gub-naragravh (e) reproduced somo of the lenguage of
article 2 of the Universal Declaretion of Huwmen Rights.

Mr. AZXOUL remarked that, on second thought,
he preferred the text of subwparsgraph (g) asg %dorted
by the Confercnce; the text of the Decleration refsrrad to
discrimingtion by the State against individuals, ond
therefore went iInto greater detaill than was necessary
in the preposed code, which merely enjoined Journalists not

to spread hotred or »rejudice against grouns of individuals.

Mr. SILV" CARVAILO
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Mr. SIIVA CARVAIIC ond the CHAIRIAIN shersd that
visw,

Mr. AL vreferred ths languege of the Daclaration
wreclsely becovze 1t was were ex~ilcit, Ag the Declaration
had not yet tean zdicopted ulon e CUonfewgnce had met, its
wording could nob have Taen Lglnn initce covsidsretion ot that
time.

Mr. DIWDEK vecelled tuet otill a third text
exlgted, that of tis draft convention cn frsedou of information
which had besn considersd by ths Third Coumittse and was
before the General Assorbly (4£/:.3/518). Io failed to soee
why, glven that text, ths zutlore o the promosed cods of
ethics shonld have veverted to tha lornvage edostal by the
Conference. The.text of the Third (Cummittes added the words
"and thereby' et the snd of peragra:a {al.

Ilr. AQUINO srid that 2 g%rong coss could be made
for the retention ol the lanvaze wrol:ived o Wy M. 3inder,
gince such a course would given ool ond zoiald force to the

document produced by the Sub -lelvudzslin,.

/Iurthermore,
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Turthormore, thore was soume danger in using the btext of the
Declavation in that it misht lose its force and soms of its
meaning when taken out of conteﬁt,

Mr. BINDIR pointed out thét tﬁere'was an important
difference in apnrocch betwsen th: prouosed code of elhics 3
and ths Third Committee text to which he had raferred. Ths
latter wade it clecr that the only morel obligation of
Journalists wee to feport facts without oys judice cnd in
their rrover context and %o make comménts without melicious
intent, and that 211 the wérthy Turposes listed in sub-
veragraphs (b), (c), (&) and (e} of the pronosed :ode of
ethics would be furthsrad th@rehg?v‘The code of ethics, on
the ~ther hand, lile the Conzerounge text, made Journalists |
directly responsible for the attainment of those urnosss.
Newsgapermen of the United Stetss and of a number of other
ccuntries would be utterly uneble to acczept such a concent
of thsir migsion.

Mr. AZMI obssrved that the Sub-Commission now had
thres texts to cheoge from., If it chould deci&e on that
adoatsd by the Conferénce, he would suggest the deietion of
the word "ohllosonhical' before the word "conviction" in sub-
paragravh (g), so that political end all other convieiions
nizght be included.

[tr. AZKOUL
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l'r. AZICUL we grateinl to lMre. Bindsr for hiles
clarification, and coreed that the text of the Third
Comnittee wes far preferablsz, in taet It Imposed on
journalistes the sole obligation of veqoorting the Tacts
truthfully and presented the aims outlinsda in the
other sub-peragrarhs as consequant vpon sueh behaviour,

With respect to sub~paragravh (e), he was inclined
to accept Mr. Azol's suggsstion that the word "philoeophical”
in the Confersznce text shovld be dé]sted, but did not
feel strongly about the matter.

Mr. GANDEI suggosted that the Sub-Comidssgion
might vostpons further coneiderction of the prearble
until it had deelt with the orerative —art of the romosed
code of esthicg. It would be eesler to resch 2 decision on
the reamble gftar the qusstions of princinle had been
settled.

Mr, AQUINO suwvported that suggestion, pointing
out that the seme coursze hwad been followed succsssfully
~during ths counsideration ol the Universsl Declarztion of
Human Rights.,

It was so decided.

The CHAIRIAN thun drgw atiention fto the Ffirst
section of the proposed code, sntitled: ‘To tell the

truth without malice or prejudicz”,

[t JORDAN
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Mr. JOROAL found the the first sentence
contained e counssl of perfection impossible Tor nractising
Journallsts tec follow. In recoznition of human frailty,
it would he better to insert "to the best of his ability”
Letween the worde "shall” and "ensure'. Similar.y, since
it was not always vossible for editors to check, say,
the reports of forsign correspondsnts, the words "whenever
pogsible' might be inserted in ths second sentence between
"shall" and "be checked”.

Mr. AQUINOC vemarksd thet & princlpls shonld
alwcys be stated in the most sererel terms posaible.

The first sentence of the parszraph would sufiice for
that purpose, and the rest could $herefore be deleted.
The referencs to checking in the second sentence was
egspecialily wacesirable, since newspapermen worked
ceainzt time and wars fresquently unable to check thsir
news lest 1t chould become ancisnt history by the time
it was published.

Mr. GEIRAUD thousht that the word "mnbissed”
in ths Tiret senteuce might be deletsd, sinece th. adjective
"cbiectivse" enfficed. In the naxt sentencs, he would
wish to delets the word "essentlal™; wo foct, no matter

how small, should be deliberatecly distorted.

/M. GANDPY



lir. GAIDII sceented Mr., Jorden's second drafting
chengs, but thought thot the Tirvst wvassase to which Mr.
Jorden hed talken exception might be mnde to read: "shall
maks the utmost endseavour to ensure’.

Ir. JORDAN sccantsd thet ewerdment in lieu of his

own.
Ir. AZHT agreed with lir. Gorend thet the word
"unbiased” ghould bs delsted. In the second sentence, sons

such form of words es "By &l eveiladbls meons' night be

inserted.

Ths meetlny: rose a2t 1 —.m.

-





