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TEE ADJ:QUACY OF T:a:rt: I\T::nlS AVAilABlE TO THZ PEOPLES OF Tl'n 

HORLL' MID T!Ll: OBS'I1\CLES TO Tim: FRlb"""E FILM OF II'l'FORI>Jt.'.TION 

TO TFJJ:H (n:/c:rL4/sub .1/106) (continued) 

( continuad) 

The CHA.!Bl:lf->N noted that the an::endment :;~resented 

by l·l'r. Chong at the preceding meeting related to the 

fj.nal poracrra::.•h of the droft code of ethics ond should 

be considered 1-rhen the SUb-Commission discussed tho t 

pert of the text. 

Hr~ AZI·fl stated that members should. constantly 

beer in'mind that they served on the Sub-Commission 

os technical expe~ts rathe~ than as professionals or 

representatives of Governments. As professionals, 

they vrere naturally dedicated to the ideal of conrylete 

freectom of inform£~tion, so foroefull;y advocated py Mr. 

Jorctan. Absolute freedolil of information, how·av3r, 

:')resU)!}?Osed an attitude of res:0onsibili ty on the l)art 

of journoliots. A code of ethics 1 volvntarily occej_.)ted. 

by journalists rvther than imposed. by Governments would 

constitute s notable achievement. The Sub-Commission 

should act as a draftinc committee 1~rforming the 

preparatory work and leave the final responiibility 

of drafting and adopting the code to a Conference 

attended. by the journalists themselves. 

j\Ihile it was 
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Wh:l.l·::l it was underste:ndal:le thEJt :members were 

dee ,Jy concerned about tha w~::.fm:·e of· th?ir 0m1 countries 

they shouhl not u1low nationo1 or :profassj,onal coneiderations 

to interfere 1dth the objectivit~r of their work on th,3 

Sub-co!ll11i so ion. 

· The CHAIRliAN, spea~;:iDG in his personal <;:apaci ty 1 

stated that. a ·volunterily occeptod code of ethics could 

also hel] to.:prevent gove:.."nmnt'l hom ir?::_:!.osing rE)strict.ions 

on the fr3e flow of infor:tllf:l~nn. There w.as general aweeL:ent 

in favour of the muximun do area of freedom compatible with 

res::_:ect for and ~rotection of :.1w freedom of others. The 

draft code shm.~ld. not be l'eg;,lrdcd as an isolated undertaking. 

but as the l>reliminary step in the forrru.lotion.of brood 

princil)les and :Pl"Oft)ss:l.onal standards by journal::i 8ts 

themselves~ 

.· Hr, BINDER recalled thnt he 'iras not convinced 

that a code of ethics lTas desirable or achievable. 

The conce-pts animatinG journalists in various ;?arts of 

the world were so different that it was impossible to 

acree on universall~r acce:)table :;Jhraseology. So 

Great a part of the draft code before the Sub .. Commission · 

1ras alien to :professional th:\;nk:l.ng in his country that, 

/nlthough 



a1thour:;h he woulcl not enter into o d.etoiled discussion 

o1.' oach section, he wished to ~ke a r~eneral stcte:1ant 

that he could not a cqulesce in the text as 8 whc::_v. 

'I'he CBAL'1HAN calleti. for discussion ol tl1e 

first paracra~h of the Dreambl3 to the dr~ft code 

(E/CH .4/sub .1/llh) l7hich closely followed e section of 

the }Jreomble of Resolution No. 2 of tl1e Conferenco on 

Freedou of Information. 

a~reed to the insertion of ths 'IroN "l'u.ll" after 'true' 

in the saconcl line of tha first ~arcgraph. 

11r. JOrJ>Ali nc·ted. the :i.~et~rence to 'momb'3rs of 

the inforltl8tion ::~ro:f0ssions" in line 4 ana. stated thct 

in his country the term '~1ro:fession 1 bed the connotation 

of u closed occu:>ation to which entrance could be gained 

onl_;r after coupliance with definite raquireuents and 

certif::.ca tion by an O:J:Jl'O:?riate body. Jot:nwlism 

a trade then as a :9rofession. IIe >rould however not )ress 

for a vote on the matter. 

Hr. CHANG felt that the designation of joul"nalists 

as r.-..embers of a pro:fe ssion re ther 

/than as 
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than as members of o trod.;:; was preferable and would 

tend to incre11se the:i.r C.i!:;;r.it;· uncl ellil)hasize their crave 

res:Qonsibili ties as ;JO'tvorful inflt~:Jnces in the lives 

and vlelfore of hurnan:i t;./. 

t<Ir . AQUINO exrre a sed the vie,.,.. that b;; its 

very nature, the character of news1::D~::e1~ lvork ims subjGct 

to varied intel~:)l'et~:~tions. In some sociol S/Stems, it 

was conside1·3d a ~;rofeasion; in others a trade in tJ:J.e 

sense of trad.as1r:en rather than trader. In any ca sa, 

desi{,;nation of neHs·}a-per work by the more dignified 

title of ?.Jrofession ;rould not in itself secure automatic 

inurovercent of standards in the fia1d. 

Hhile he himself ~~refen•ecl to be called o craftsm:m 

instead of a ];)rofessional, he statecl that it 1ras 

inr)ossiole to inposa 8!1/ inflexible ~··al~U.stic1::: in en 

international G~de of ethics. 

Hr. BINDER stated tht~t, in cenerul, 'tvcr}:e:.."a 

in th;;~ news:JOp3r field in the Unit0d Stutes considered 

as dancarous an;y tendenc~ to establish bodie::; -vrith 

/Ex:..Jarience 
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EX:gorionco show::d that such bcdies clmoGt inevitably 

came :u:cler the. d;irect or :!ndjr~ct cont.rol of the State 

ond tlmt, in cor>l)OrEJtG stutes 01• total;!,. tcrien rec' ·:1es, - - -' ' ,_ ' . 

the orcan:.zatioa o.f professionals l<:i!l to restric t.ions 

and rr:alrractices -v~h:!.ch .~·Tere re 9ngnont to those rrho . 

che.~. ).shed free institutions. 

Mr. CHANG pointed. ot:~ that the designation 

of jon.rr:.alism as a :-rofession rat11er than aa a trade 

need not necessarily .lea1 to the disastrous consequences 

'l·rhich. had occurred in to tali tf.ri~n regilll9s. The assentiol 

difference was that thoGe who lOQked Ul;on journalism as 

o trade WGre wiD.inr; to acce:yt sn:r pe:~:·son who reported with 

o reasonable degrse of honesty. :lit China~ however 1 

journalists were alco expected to fulfill the important 

function of' guiding public opinion. 

Mr. SILVA CARVAIJ.D indicated thet in addition 

to the conce:gt of journalism as a trade, or as s 

covernment-controlled profession there \vas also t:ra 

possibility of voluntary organization by jo:u.rnalists 

tbmselves to im:;>rove pro.fessiona_l standards. lie noted 

tha'c. the com...""lenda"ble system of volunta:t'y org~:mization 

-vras wide-s:)read in both the United States and the United 

Kingclom. 

/It must be 
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us in totolgcrlen re,.::;irr.es 'i·ros n1.:ject:Lcnable. 

Lr. AZI:OUL, CUr):ported Er. AZl.U and tha 

Clil\.IRM'.H, noted that since the oriGinal French tc::t 

referred to "le pe:csonnel de presse et d<JE ontres orrsenes 

d 'inforroo tion 11
1 the word ' ~'l"ni'e.sai01W J.z" in the English 

text was inaccur£Jte and. s;•ou.ld ·;;>e corrected .. 

:f.!r. G.r'\IID!U :aotod. 'tii;u} t the eutire draft code 

vws rep18te with references to "rJrofassionel ethics" end 

"professionol atendardsn sjnce J.;ho:Je 'lxr;ressions formed en 

intecral part of curr~nt usa;·;e :i.n tU. scuss1ng the field of 

the first ~1er:Jgraph vrould. necerJGi tc te constant t:l tero i:.ion 

of :;>hraseolo.:.;,r elsevrhere in the druft code. 

Nr. JORDA!T replied tllt:Jt he hed no objection to the 

use of such ez};rc;ssions as ":i!rofessional conduct'' or 

":;?rof'<H3sj.ona1 ethics" in the text. His comm:mt e ~'}lied 

only to the q\.1Blificction of' journali&:.l cs a :pr0feasion 

in the first }:~arnt:;ra:r.Jh of the Pree:mllJe. 

and other media of' inf'ol•natbr.>.' 

/ltr. GERAUD 
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}llr. G=mAUD felt that the first 2~arograph of tho 

pr'9a:mble WPs tJ.nsEJtisfactory ond sur;t;;osted thot it ha 

replacod ·oy the correnpcnd.icg •':.'.l.Xt of t.!lo D~aft Cor•.\ontlon on 

J?recdom of Lli'ormation with slight omend:ments. 

omend.n:en t . · ____. ___ _ 

~ri thou t de be te ·• 

The CBAIRlTA.N cpened. the discuss~on on the third 

peracra:;h of the :n•eamble, d:raw1:.wg ottention to the fact 

that it 1-ras based. in the main on pora.grcph 7 of resolution 

no .1 adopted by the United Natior-41 Con::'eranca on Free·iom 

of Inf'o:t"!llation (E/Conf .6/79, page 22) on the basls of a 

text rreviously a:r.proved by the Sub-Commission, bu~ thct 

sub-o;Elragraph (~) reproduced some of the lan.'31J.B[je of 

article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

11!'. AZlCCJUL rei!l.arked that, on second thcught, 

he preferred the text of sub·}?arasraph (~) as edorted 

by the Conference; the text of the Declaration referred to 

discrjmination by the state acainst indivicluals' ond 

therefo~e 't-tent into greater detail than was nec0ssary 

in the :;?reposed code, vhich merely enjo:i.nod Journalists not 

to spread hetred or :~rejudice acainst croulJS of individuels. 
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J.lr. SILVA CP .. 1iVJ:,IJ~O ond the CJTAIRll/\.E shared tl~at 

vieiv. 

!lr. AZlii }lrefer:red the lml(~'-t<.Jge of the D.Jc1oraUon 

time. 

before the General As&.nnbly (Aj,-; -3/~·16). Il<:3 failed to see 

Conference. The. text of the Third C'v:;uni ttee add.ed the words 

"and thereby" et the and of l'C!'a_;rJ~ .. -:1 (a). 

llr. AQUINO sr~ iC. the t. c: s·':, 'Gn.'~ :.~.1 8" co1..1.ld. be made 

since such a com•se 1:ou.Jcl crrto;:;, :~ --~ : :. ,~:-.(, !::)l'JL for-::e to the 

docur:Jent :produced b:' the :=::tel .:.::o LJ ·;sJ. :r·, 

j:Fv.r+.hermore, 
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Furtharmore, th-:;re ws some danger :in usin::; the text of the 

De.clm:•otion in that it rni;;ht lose its force and son:e of its 

meaning vrhen taken out of conte::t~ 

Hr. BTIW:.':!!R JOinted. out thet there l.Tas an iiD}10rtant 

difference in aprroDch between th3 IJTO~Josed code of ethics 

and. th"'l Third ::::ol!Jl!li t; tee text to 'llhich he had r:,; ferred. The 

latter made it clecr that the onJy moral obligation of 

journalists •ttes to re:;?ort facts 1¥ithout '?rejudice and in 

their rroper context and to ~ke aomments without malicious 

intent, and that all the l-TOrthy :pm~posas listed in sub­

paracraphs (b), (c), (d.) ond (e) of the pro'?osed :.;ode of 

ethics "Vronld 'be furthered thereby. The code of etr~ics, on 

the •)ther hand, lil:e t}1e Conteron¢1$ text, made journalists 

directly responsible for the attainment of those :~mr!:Joses. 

Ne1ra:pa:':lermen of the United States and of a number of other 

countries l·muld be utterly unable to ac~e:pt such a conce~1t 

of th;3ir m:i sa:i.on. 

l\!r~ AZlri observed that the Sub··Colll!llission nv'VT had 

three texts to choose from. If it should dGcido on that 

ado.·Jtsd by the Conference 1 he would suggest the deletion of 

the vro!'d. ":9hiloso:)hica:i.'' before the word ~'conviction" in sub-

IJSroe;ro:rh (.~), so that .roli tical and all ether convic~;ions 

11i3ht be included. 

j!iir. AZKOUL 
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clarification, and ~2roed thEt the text of the Third 

Comn:ittee wes for :;Jreferabl9, :i.n tiu:tt j.t :l.m~Josed on 

journalists the sole obli:;ation of re·?ortinr~ the fucts 

truthfull~~· and pr~sentcd the ai~1s outlin3U. in the 

other sub-IJaracrarhs as consequ .. :mt v:pz)n au.cl1 behaviour. 

Hith respect to sub-:pc.rocra)h (e), he Wl:is inclined 

to accept r.rr. J~zr1i' s sucgestion that the word "philoeophical 11 

in the Confe:esnce text shotJld be deleted, but did not 

feel stronijly about tl1e matter. 

Hr. GANDHI suggGstell that tho Bub-COI!llJ.:i.ssj.on 

might !)Ost:;cn<:l furt:L1er conciie:t-ct1.on o:f.' the precn::ble 

until it had deelt with the o::_:e-r.:Jtive ~;ort of the )rO~)Osed 

code of ethics. It would ·oe easier to rec.ch a decision on 

the ::_)raumble eftar the <;J.U3stion3 of }?l"ir..ci-::'lle had been 

settled. 

!:1r. AQUINO SUIJ]?Ol'ted. that sucgest.ion, point:1.n:_~ 

out that the same course h::;~d '!Jean follol-rod succesn:f'nlly 

during the consideration of the Universol Declaration of 

Human Richts. 

It was so deeids•i. 

The CE:\.IRI!AN th-~m iro:-r a~'LGntion to the first 

section of the prc)o2ecl cede, cnt:itl8d: : 'J\J tell the 

truth without malice or :p:::."ejncliee''. 

/I!ir. JORDAN 
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contained a counsel of porfectiun im:possi'ble for 0ractisin~ 

journalists to follow. In reco.::.;nition of lw..man frailty, 

:It irould he ]:letter to in:3ert "to the best of his ability" 

between the vrorcls "shall:" and "e:n.Sl.u'e"., Similar , since 

it wus not alm:<~'s :ooss:!.."ble for editors to c!leclr, say, 

the re:ports of for0ig._'1 corres:Pond:mts, the vTord.s tllfhenever 

possible"· miGht be i~t.ed jL tb..P second sentence between 

I•i'r. A(ronro Noorkad th!t a principle should 

The first sentence of the pa::."11.grapl1 would suf:i:'lco fo:::-

that !JV..rpose, and the re3t could "tlwrefore ";JE; a.eJeted, 

The refercr::JfJ to checking in the second senwnce was 

esveciA1~y llilclesirable; since nelvspaper:men i?Orked 

ccain;:;t tiru aad vrere frequently unable to che~k th8.i.r 

news lest it E•hould become ancient histor~r b~' the time 

1 t wos published. 

ldsh to deleta the word "essential''; no fnct, no matter 

how sooll, should be delii;erateJ..;j· distorted. 



Ilr. GAIJDIII oece-}ted Hr. Jordon' a second dra.ftinG 

cbnce, but thouc;ht th[lt the firnt r.assaco to 'lvhich :rvt.-.. 

Jordon had tal::en exce-ption n:~.ght ba mnd.a to read: "shell 

make t}le utm'Jst endeavour to enst1re' • 

lir. JOt"lD.t;.N ::> cca nted the. t omr>r.clmen't in lieu of his 

ov.n. 

Er. AZl,li acroed with lr:r. G.:rcud that the -vrord. 

"v.n'bicsad." s~1ould. b:-; deJ..stcd.. r_n t:!le second sentence, son.a 

such forn of' 't·rords as ''by all avTdloble meano" rJight be 

inserted. 




