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The Permanent M ssion of the League of Arab States to the United Nations
Ofice at Geneva presents its conplinents to the Centre for Human Ri ghts and
has the honour to transmt herewith the nonthly report on Israeli practices in
t he Pal estinian and occupied Arab territories for March 1994.

The Permanent M ssion of the League of Arab States wi shes to express its
deep concern at the aggravation of the situation of Arab civilians in the
territories occupied by Israel, as described in the attached report. It
requests the Centre for Hunan Rights to consider this report as an official
docunment and to circulate it to the nmenbers of the Commission on Human Ri ghts
at its fifty-first session.
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Report on Israeli settlenent and hunan rights violations in the
occupied Palestinian territories in the nonth of March 1994

Imredi ately after the Israeli nmassacre at the Ibrahim Shrine in the
occupi ed town of Hebron, the Israeli occupation forces inposed a | ong-term
mlitary cordon around nost areas of the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip.
The econonic situation and livelihood of the Pal estinians have consequently
deteriorated and the Pal estinian econony, which relies largely on revenues
from Arab workers enpl oyed inside |srael, has been severely danmaged.

A Pal estini an econoni st and nenber of the Pal estinian del egation to the
peace tal ks estinmate that, in the two weeks since the cordon was inposed, the
Pal esti nian econony has suffered | osses of about US$ 126 million, and that the
occupied territories are losing a daily 0.003 per cent of their annua
nati onal incorme of US$ 2,500 mllion, or US$ 8 mllion daily.

Agricultural crops and some aninmals have perished as a result of the
bl ockade, which has al so caused further | osses in that Arab workers, whose
nunbers are estinmated at nore than 24,000, have been prevented fromtravelling
to their places of enploynent in Israel

On the last Friday of the nonth of Ramadan, the Israeli authorities
ti ghtened security neasures, preventing |arge nunbers of Pal estinians from
going to the occupied city of Jerusalemto pray at the Al -Agsa Mosque. They
al so inposed entry restrictions on Pal estinians aged bel ow 40 and heavily
policed the entrance to the city and the area around the doors of the
Al - Agsa Mosque, depl oyi ng over 2,000 nen

These latest bars on entry to places of worship in the city of Jerusal em
violate the freedom of worship and the freedomto performreligious rites at
holy sites.

Wth regard to the nassacre at the Ibrahinm Shrine at Hebron, after the
concl usi ons of the investigating commttees had been published, the I|srael
hurman rights group, Betzelem accused the Israeli arny and police of failing
to provide protection for Pal estinians agai nst repeated attacks by settlers.

Wtnesses at the nosque testified that nore than one settler had opened
fire on the worshi ppers. They had seen several troops firing on worshippers
both inside and outside the Ibrahin Shrine; this confirns that nenbers of the
Israeli army were in collusion with the Jewi sh settlers and facilitated their
crime against the Arabs.

At the end of March, Israeli army troops carried out a w de-scale
mlitary operation in the town of Hebron, during which they raided severa
houses where young Pal estinians were hiding. They conpletely destroyed four
houses and killed four young Pal estinians, as well as two wonen in
nei ghbouring districts who were downed by stray bullets. Hundreds of
anti-arnour mssiles were used in that operation, in addition to expl osive
charges and various subnachi ne weapons.
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The League of Israeli and Pal estinian Physicians for Human Ri ghts al so
protested against the raid by a nunber of Israeli troops on the Ahli Hospita
in the town of Gaza

According to the letter sent by the League to the Israeli Prine Mnister,
Yi t zhak Rabin, the troops raided the hospital in search of a wounded
Pal estinian and, on learning that he was in the operating theatre, entered it
wi thout the slightest regard for medical and health regul ations. Wen the
operation was over, they took away the injured patient on the pretext of
transferring himto a hospital in Ashqgelon, despite doctors' warnings that his
condi ti on was wor seni ng.

It should be nentioned that a group of soldiers had al ready raided the
hospital earlier in March and conducted a search of all departments, in
particul ar the energency departnent.

The Israeli authorities are also continuing their daily encroachments on
Arab land and their acts of aggression against the Arab popul ation. Fromthe
begi nning of Israeli occupation to the end of March 1994, the authorities have
confiscated a total of 3,139,975 dununs of land in the occupi ed West Bank and
Gaza Strip. They have al so proceeded with their attenpts to pronote
settl enent and have prepared plans to encourage Jewi sh imrigrants to settle in
the 186 settlenents in the West Bank and the 20 settlenents in the Gaza Strip.

Wth regard to violations of the fundanental freedons and rights of the
popul ation, the Israeli authorities continued to inplenment their inhuman
policies and inposed individual and collective punishnents, as illustrated by
the sentences passed on 47 residents of the West Bank and Gaza Strip who
appeared before the mlitary courts. The sentences ranged from i nprisonment
for a few nonths to several years, with heavy fines.

They al so i ssued 18 admi nistrative detention orders for periods ranging
from5 to 6 nonths, denolished 5 houses, killed 36 Pal estinians and injured
hundreds of other Pal esti ni ans.

The following details of Israeli violations were reported in the Arabic
press in the city of Jerusal emduring the nonth of March

I. Confiscation of |and and settl enent

(a) Confiscation of |and

The Land Research Centre of the Arab Studies Society in Jerusal em pointed
out that the recorded nunber of | and confiscations had increased; during the
intifada, an average of about 4,700 dununs of |and was confiscated nonthly,
decreasing after the Madrid Conference to 2,500 dununs. After the signature
of the Declaration of Principles, however, the nonthly average escalated to an
unpr ecedent ed 8,400 dununs.

Bef ore the Madrid Conference, an average of 233 dununs per nonth came
under direct settlement, whereas after the signature of the Declaration of
Principles, the pattern rose to a nonthly average of 1,081 dunums, which, as
the Centre pointed out, conflicts with Israeli pronises to cease or freeze
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settlenment. The authorities have now seized, confiscated and cl osed off

over

70 per cent of the area of the West Bank. (Al -Quds, 30/3/1994)

The confiscations and settlenment activities carried out by Israel

settlers beyond the boundaries of their settlenents with a view to expandi ng
those settlenments and constructing settlenment roads are illustrated by the
fol | owi ng:

The Israeli Mnistry of Housing invited tenders for the construction of
470 housing units in the settlement of "Beitar". These new units are to
be erected on |l and which the authorities intend to confiscate in the
districts of Ramall ah and Bet hl ehem (Al -Quds, 19/3/1994)

Settlers fromthe settlenment of "M gdalim seized extensive areas of

| and, estinmated at about 1,000 dununs, fromthe village of Qasra,
claimng that it belonged to the Governnent. |Israeli bulldozers
proceeded to | evel the |and, which was planted with olive trees, to nake
way for the construction of settlenent facilities. (A -Quds, 21/3/1994)

Settlers from"Maal eh Livona" seized a plot of |and owned by a
Pal estinian at the village of Sinjal/Ranmallah and fenced it off wth
barbed wire. (A -Quds, 23/3/1994)

The Israeli authorities seized an unmarked area of |and owned by
i nhabitants of the village of Shufa/ Tulkarmwith a view to expanding the
settlenent of "Avnei Khefetz". (A -Quds, 25/3/1994)

Settlers from"Alei", west of the village of Qaryut/Nablus, expanded the
boundaries of their settlenment at the expense of village land. (Al -Quds,
25/ 3/ 1994)

(b) Settl ement roads

Mekorot, the Israeli water conpany, constructed a road and a water
pi peline on | and owed by a Palestinian at the village of
Beit |ksa/Jerusalem (A -Quds, 25/3/1994)

Settlers fromthe settlement of "Shavei Shonron", north of Nabl us,
proceeded to construct a settlenment road, 1.5 kmin length and 6 min
wi dth, across |and belonging to the village of Deir Sharaf. During the
process, bulldozers uprooted hundreds of olive trees. This is now the
third road constructed across village land to serve the popul ation of
that settlenent. (A _-Quds, 27/3/1994)

1. Attacks on Arab citizens and their property

(a) Encr oachnents on | and

The Arab Studies Society in Jerusal em pointed out that the recorded

nunber of operations to confiscate |and and uproot fruit-bearing trees had
ri sen noticeably.



E/ CN. 4/ 1995/ 13
page 5

The Society's report covered operations to confiscate [ and and upr oot
trees, pointing out that sone 10,700 fruit-bearing trees, 85 per cent of them
olive trees, were uprooted during the past six nonths, bringing the total
nunber of fruit-bearing trees uprooted fromland in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip since the beginning of the intifada to about 250, 000.

Exanpl es of operations to uproot trees during March are illustrated by
the foll ow ng:

The uprooting of 800 olive trees at the village of Jal ud/ Nabl us.
(Al-Quds, 20/3/1994)

The uprooting of 400 grapevines at the village of Khadr/Jerusal em

(AL-Quds, 22/3/1994)

The uprooting of 28 olive trees at the village of Abud/ Ranal |l ah.
(AL-Quds, 29/3/1994)

(b) Attacks on Arab citizens

Menbers of the Israeli arny raided the house of a journalist at Dheisheh
canp, conducted a mnute search and confiscated the caneras that were in
t he house. (A -Quds, 2/3/1994)

Four settlers from"Allon Mrei" smashed the wi ndows of scores of
vehicles in the streets of Nablus. (A -Quds, 5/3/1994)

Settlers attacked the fire station in Hebron and wecked its equipnent.

(AL-Quds, 7/3/1994)

An |sraeli arny force raided the village of Nahhalin/Bethl ehem The
troops conducted a wi de search, during which they fired a profusion of
gas shells. (A -Quds, 9/3/1994)

Qccupation forces confiscated 30 head of cattle belonging to inhabitants
of the village of Silat al-Harithiya. (A-Quds, 11/3/1994)

Israeli army troops raided the Hanza nosque in the town of Ranall ah,
arrested worshi ppers and subjected themto questioning. (Al -Quds,
11/ 3/ 1994)

The Israeli authorities closed the nosque at Batin/Ramallah for a period
of six nonths. (A -Quds, 17/3/1994)

The Israeli authorities closed the nosque in the village of
Dhahi riya/ Ramal | ah for a period of three nmonths. (AlL-Nahar, 18/3/1994)

Settlers wecked four Arab vehicles in the town of Jenin. (A -Quds,
20/ 3/ 1994)

Settlers raided the village of Mighaiyir/Ramall ah, severely beat up the
i nhabi tants and wrecked their property. (A -Quds, 23/3/1994)
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Ill. Practices in violation of human rights in the occupied territories

1. Arrests
(a) Mass arrests

Cccupation forces | aunched a wi de canpai gn of arrests anpng Pal esti ni ans
in the course of which hundreds of young men were detained. These nass
arrests in the occupied territories are illustrated by the follow ng:

Four Pal estinians arrested at Khan Yunis/ Gaza. (A -Quds, 2/3/1994)
Twenty persons arrested in the city of Jerusalem (A -Quds, 6/3/1994)

El even young nmen fromthe district of Shofat/Jerusal em arrested.

(Al-Quds, 9/3/1994)

Sevent een persons fromthe city of Jerusalemarrested. (Al -Quds,
10/ 3/ 1994)

Three persons arrested at Deir al-Balah. (A -Quds, 11/3/1994)
Fifteen persons arrested at Jabaliya canp. (A -Quds, 17/3/1994)

One hundred and seventy-seven Arab workers fromthe occupied territories
arrested on the pretext that they were in Israel without entry permts.

(AL-Quds, 18/3/1994)

Twenty-five persons arrested in the town of Hebron. (Al -Quds, 25/3/1994)

Five young Arab nen arrested in the city of Jerusalem (A -Quds,
26/ 3/ 1994)

(b) Admi ni strative detention

The canpai gn of administrative detentions |aunched by the Israeli
aut horities against Pal estinians escalated. During the nonth, they
pl aced 18 citizens in adninistrative detention for periods ranging from5 to
6 nonths (reported in editions of the Al -Quds newspaper from 2 March
to 1 April 1994).

(c) Sent ences passed on Arab citizens

In March 1994, Israeli mlitary courts passed harsh sentences of
i mprisonnent, including life inprisonment, on residents of the occupied
territories.

During the nmonth, 47 Pal estinians appeared before Israeli mlitary courts
in the occupied territories (as reported in editions of the Al -Quds newspaper
from2 March to 1 April 1994).
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Three were sentenced to life inprisonment and heavy fines averaging
700 shekel s were inposed on suspects. The total of these fines was estinmated
at about 34,250 Israeli shekels, i.e. about US$ 12, 230.

(d) Conditions of detention and ill-treatnent of detainees

Al -Dhanir (Conscience), the organization for the welfare of detainees,
reports that the Israeli Departnent of Prisons has decided to designate the
prisons at Nafha and Ein al-Sab' for Pal estinian detainees sentenced to |ong
terns of inprisonnent. The authorities attenpted to transfer severa
prisoners condemmed to |life inprisonnent to these two prisons, and noved
det ai nees from Jerusalemw th sentences exceeding five years to Shatta and
Kaf ar Yuna prisons.

Al -Dhanir (Conscience) voiced its fear that the Israeli authorities were
determned to maintain the policy of classifying detai nees according to their
political associations and requested that this policy should cease. It also
bel i eved that mai ntenance of the security cordon around the occupied
territories constituted a collective punishnent of Pal estinians and denied
their right to freedom of novenent and consequently their freedomto visit
relatives detained in Israeli prisons. It protested against the fact that
Pal estinian | awers are prevented fromvisiting detention canps and prisons
i nside the Green Line, which is a violation of the nost basic rights of
| awyers and det ai nees.

At Jenin Central Prison, detainees announced a boycott of treatnent by
and visits to the prison doctor until further notice, in protest at
deteriorating sanitary conditions, the negligence of the admnistration and
the conduct of the prison doctor. 1In an urgent letter to the Red Crescent
Soci ety, they appeal ed for support in bringing pressure to bear on the
authorities to provide treatnent for detainees who are ill.

The detai nees confirmed that they had to endure poor sanitary conditions,
whi ch they described as tragic: 45 detainees are suffering fromvarious
illnesses that require care and i Mmediate treatnent. (Al -Quds, 12/3/1994)

The Juneid prison administration took additional punitive neasures
agai nst Sam Fawaghara fromthe village of Khadr, who is sentenced to life
i mprisonnment: he was forbidden to receive visits for a period of 80 days. He
is suffering dangerous conplications, having received a head injury which
caused the paralysis of his hand and leg. (Al -Quds, 22/3/1994)

2. Restrictions on freedom of novenent and trave

The curfew on the towns of the West Bank, particularly Hebron, was
mai ntai ned all nonth, constituting a collective punishment, as were the
mlitary roadbl ocks, which increased the w de-scale suffering of the
popul ati on and brought various econom ¢ sectors to a conplete standstil
because workers were unable to reach their places of enploynment inside |srael
Mar ket activity slunped in the towns of the Gaza Strip and nost of the
agricultural produce marketed in the Gaza Strip or made ready for export
peri shed, causing huge | osses to farners.
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3. Denmolition of houses

In March 1994, the Israeli occupation authorities nounted a nmassive raid,
| asting over 36 hours, on houses in Hebron. During the raid, hundreds of
troops arned with a variety of weapons and backed up by helicopters laid
seige to a nunber of houses in a district of the town and destroyed nore than
five houses with anti-arnour mssiles and expl osive charges.

4. Martyrs

The nunber of Palestinian martyrs killed by gunfire in the occupied
territories amounted to 36, nostly in the town of Hebron, while the other
| argest nunber of martyrs fell in the Gaza Strip. Four wonmen were al so
killed: tw of themwere killed in Hebron by random gunfire fromtroops in
t he process of raiding houses of Hebron, and the other two were killed in the
Gaza Strip.

The Israeli human rights organization, Betzelem also accused the |srael
arnmy of perpetrating a summary execution at Jabalia canp when two undercover
troop units fired fromall directions, w thout warning and w thout there being
any danger to the lives of Israeli troops, on a group of young Pal estinian nen
distributing leaflets. This operation seens to have been well planned, since
t he undercover units finished off all the young nmen. \When one of the injured
tried to escape, he was foll owed by a soldier who shot himin the head at
extrenmely close range. A wonan and anot her Pal estinian were also injured in
t he heavy firing.

This brings the nunber of nale and fermale martyrs killed fromthe
begi nning of the intifada to the end of March 1994 to 1,672. The follow ng
list gives the names of the persons killed in March 1994.

No.  Nane Age Pl ace of residence Source of report
1. Gsama Mustafa al -M sri 17 Hebron Al - Quds, 3/3/1994
2. O hrman Ali Bar ham 18 Jericho Al - Quds, 3/3/1994
3. Ayman Youssuf al - Qurashi 11 Gaza Al - Quds, 3/3/1994
4, Intiaz Ahnmad Murtaji 17 Gaza Al - Quds, 5/3/1994
5. Nasser Ninr al - Tayraw 24 Bal ata canp Al - Quds, 5/3/1994
6. Hatim Nint As'ad al - Ka' bi 27 Balata canp Al - Quds, 5/3/1994
7. Wa'il Na'im al-Natsha 27 Hebron Al - Quds, 8/3/1994
8. Samr Eid Dwei k 20 Hebron Al - Quds, 8/3/1994
9. Ayyad Ahnad Sal ah - Gaza Al - Quds, 8/3/1994
10. | brahi m Khal il Sal ama 23 Khan Yunis Al - Quds, 9/3/1994
11. | sl am Fawzi Abu Arm | eh 27 Al -Eizariyal

Jerusal em Al - Quds, 10/ 3/1994
12. Musa Badr Dawwas 18 Deir al-Balah Al - Quds, 11/3/1994
13. Abdul I ah Ahmad Muhaysan 22 Jabalia Al - Quds, 16/3/1994
14. Anwar Zaki Farhaneh 23 Tul karm canp Al - Quds, 16/3/1994
15. Nadhal Mihammad |sa al-Tayrawi 38 Balata canp Al - Quds, 17/3/1994
16. Anj ad Zayn al -Di n al - Anaywi 22 Hebron Al - Quds, 17/3/1994
17. Muhamad Must af a Shahwan 22 Khan Yunis Al - Quds, 18/3/1994
18. Taha Muhanmad Abu Saneh 36 Bani Suhaila Al - Quds, 18/3/1994
19. Abdul Rahi m Muhamrad Harmmrash 44 Dhei sheh canp Al - Quds, 19/3/1994



20.
21.
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

Ahmad Al ei weh 28
Handag Muhammad Yuni s 35
Manal Sa'id Qanini 21
Al a' Mansour Dhi b Dawwas -

Ayyad Muhammad Abu Hadi d 22
Muhamad Ayyid al - Atrash 22
Marwan Abu Rani | eh 27
Ri yadh Sal eh Islinmya 35
Anwar Muhamad al - Maqusi 25
Ahmad Sal i m Abu Abt ayhan 23
Jamal Sal i m Abdul Bani 35
Nahi dh Muhammad Awdeh 24
Maj di Youssuf Cbeid 25
Abdul Haki m Sharal eh 30
Onar Awadh al - Qabbani 17
Wa'il Khalil Dhib Nufal 18
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prevented students fromthe Gaza Strip fromattending their

t he West Bank.

recent
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Gaza Al - Quds,
Hebr on Al - Quds,
Hebr on Al - Quds,
Tubas Al - Quds,
Hebr on Al - Quds,
Hebr on Al - Quds,
Hebr on Al - Quds,
Adhna/ Hebr on Al - Quds,
Jabal ia canp Al - Quds,
Jabal ia canp Al - Quds,
Jabal ia canp Al - Quds,
Gaza Al - Quds,
Gaza Al - Quds,
Gaza Al - Quds,
Bur ei h camp Al - Quds,
Dei r Shar af Al - Quds,
security cordon, Israeli

22/ 3/ 1994
23/ 3/ 1994
23/ 3/ 1994
24/ 3/ 1994
25/ 3/ 1994
25/ 3/ 1994
25/ 3/ 1994
26/ 3/ 1994
29/ 3/ 1994
29/ 3/ 1994
29/ 3/ 1994
29/ 3/ 1994
29/ 3/ 1994
29/ 3/ 1994
30/ 3/ 1994
31/ 3/ 1994

f orces have

uni versities in

Schools in the Gaza Strip have been cl osed since the end of February

Secondary School

until

until further notice on the pretext of preventing confrontations with the
Israeli army.

The following is a list of schools in the occupied territories which are
cl osed:

Khadr Boys' Secondary School and Khadr Grls'

further notice;

Bet hl ehem Boys' Secondary School, until further notice;

Bet hl ehem Boys' Primary School, until further notice;

| skandar

Bet hl ehem G rl s’

The |sraeli

al - Khour i

School / Bai t Jal a;

Secondary School .

authorities |aid heavy seige to Bethl ehem University,
up military roadbl ocks at the university gates,

university precincts with gas shells and hails of bullets.

Studi es at Al - Azhar

setting

whil e troops showered the

Uni versity/ Gaza were al so suspended for one week.



