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'the by the Secretarv~General

In accardance with Article 23 of t he Qonvention for leltlng
the Manufacture and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs
of 13 July 1931, as amended by the Protacol of 11 December 1946,
the Secretary-General has the honour to communicate the following

renort cn the above mentioned seizure to the Members of the United
Nations and to the other parties to the Convention,

EPARTMENT OF NATIuVAL HZALTH AND WELFARE

1. Name of person nr per— Donald John Patric Price, Car,
sons implicated: ) . (b.29,2,1895)
Arthur Lowes, English (b,17.6 07)
John Moran, Canadian (b,13.3.10)
o . Eella Moran,Canadian (b,13,3,13)
2, Date of Seizure: 13th May 1724

3. Place of Seizure: . _ Vancouver, B.C,

Le Kind and quantity of  OPIUM:In decks ~-325.grains: In-jars -11 ozs,

drug seizad: . L= 11 ozs,325 grns,.(333 gramues) -

5. Act gnd Secticn under - 0. & N.D.Act. Sep;hﬁdj”Possession of
which charged Opium"

6. Result of prosecutién:;i

(a) Date sentenced: -~ 13,6.46,
(b) Where sentenced: . Vancouver, B,C,
(¢) Sentence: Price and Moran each sentenced to two yesrs;

fined $200 or one. menth; Lowes was given one
year; fined $200 or one month the case
against Bella Moran was dlsmlssed

7. Remarks:

At 1 a.m, on May 11th, 1946, mempers or the vancouver Uity
Police Fcrce pvassed on to Federal Narcotic Authorities what was con-
sidered to be very reliable information. .The story was to the
effect that a man (as yet unidentified), a former friend of Donald
Price, had entered Canada from the U,S.A. and had made a pronosition
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th~t Price buy two or more dans of Opium for $1500. Not having the
money, Price approached his friend, John Moran, operator of a boot-
legging joint, for a loan, Meran would not loan the cash but said
that he would purchase the Opium and let Price do the distributing
after it was put up in decks, and each would make for themselves
a lot of money. It was also learned that Moran, at the time, was
staying at the Newport Hotel in Vancouver with his common-in~law
wife, Bella Moran, and that he hnad recently purchased an automecbile
for which he paid %1700 in cash, Licence No, of which was "B,C,
66-806", Price ~nd Moran apparently came to an understanding as it
was gathered that during the early morning hours of the same day,
(11.5.46,) arrangements had been made with the man frou the U.S.A.
for delivery of the Cpium around nine or ten o'clock that morning.
In the mewntime Hor-a's ¢-r Had busn locited and obssrvation was
immediately commenced., This was at 2.30 a.m, 2nd shortly afterwards
Moran drove away, but there baing little or no traffic on the streets
at that hour, it was imvossible to follow Moran without arousing
his suspicions, and it was not until 11-p.m, that night that news
came from an Agent that Moran and Price had succeeded in cbtaining
Mium it approximately 6.30 a.m, and that between 10 ~nd 11 a.m.
thicy h2d driven to the Newport Hotel where, it was stated, Bella
Madran had been practically dragged out of bed and forced to accomnany
them on a trip, supwosedly for the purpcse of doing some cooking
for a couple of days. It was not known where they had then gone but
if the Opium had been obtained, as.reported, it was expected that
they would vroceed to some quiet place in order to cook it and d eck
it up., A thorough check then began of 3ll Auto Camps and Hotels and -
at 4 pem, next day (May 12th) a car which resembled and turned out
to be Moran's was seen backed into a garage at the Saskatoon Auto Court;
approximately eight miles East of Chiliiwack, Continued observation
was maintained from 4 distance and persons could be scen cloze to a
window of 2 cabin suspected of being used by the suspects, By
various means it was definitely cstablished that the cabin was occu~
pied by Moran, his wife, and Price, and also by a well known drug
addict, Aurthur Lowes, At about 5,15 a.m,, May 13th, the lights of
the cbin were scen to go out “nd Moran's car pulled eut of the
Auto Court.Yard.onto the highway, proceeding in the direction of
Vancouver,. As it was cogsidered in~dvisable te follsw behind Moran's
car, other members of the Federal Narcotic Squad in Vancouver were
comnunicated with by ohone from a Service St :.tion on the highway
and given all the necessary details, Mor-ni's car was subsequently
successfully stopped and sgarched and 2 large quantity of Opium, as
set forth at t op of this renort was locatéd either on the persons of
the four occupants or in the autowobile, They were all duly warned
and plxced under arrest, The car, 3 1941 Buick, was seized under
Section 21 of the Drug Act, A rnll of paper used in decking up Cpium
was also found in a suitcnse, This paper was found to be identical
to the paper used in the decks confiscated and was proof positive,
if any other were needed, of the vurpose to which the Opium purchased
was to be mut, Information was later cbt2incd that Lowes was trken
along to help deck up the Opium and he was to be the main street
pedlar, It was also ascertained that when Moran and Price first |
rec.ived the Opium it was in crude form and that it had becn boiled
down to prepared Opium at the Auto Camp,

Trial took place on the 13th June 1946, when Moran and Price
pleaded Guilty, being santenced as shown, Lowes pleaded Not Guilty
kat was found Guilty and duly sent:unced,

Moran give evidence in d=f.ns: cf Bella Mcran, who had plended
Not Guilty. He stated that Bella did not have any knowledge of the
drugs and that he had forced her to go on the trip and that he had
put the jars of Opium into her purse before leavipg the Auto Camp.
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Crown Counsel subjected Moran to a severe crossbexamination, . He
admitted that he was a bootlegger and that he had been using
narcotics periodically for, the last two years and that he had

paid $500 for the O.ium which he intended for his own use and did
not intend to distribute it, The fact that quite a large quantity
of the O.ium had been put up in decks (about 10C decks were seizcd)
together with the roll of decking paper, tonds to disprove this
staitement, At thist ime Opium was selling on the streets of
Vancouver for from #$8.170 to $10.00 a deck. Bella Moran gave
cvidence in her own d efense to the e¢ffect that shewas forced to
accompany the other three and knew nothing about the Opium although
she did admit, in cross-cxmination, that she suspected on the
return trip that Moran had narcotics in the car. * The char-:
against her was dismissed, '

. Although all have previous crimind records, Price is the only
one who has been meviously charged with 2 narcotic offence. On
May 11,1944, he was foudd Guilty at Portland, Oregon, U.S.A., of

a violatinn of the.Hazrrison Narcotic Act and sentenced to sixty
days in country jail and fined $500 (SO ;#18957)~

Only by the splendid cooperation of both Federal and City
Police officers could these cases have been brought to a success-
ful conclusionir

"The man from the U.S.A4," who is alleged to have sold the
block of Opiua to Moran and is believed to have come off a ship
which docked at - Vancouver, has not as yet been identified but the
investigation is continuing.

Sgd, K.C. HCSSICK
. Acting Chief, Narcotic Division





