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• ON HAY 13, 194f· 

Report No. 17 corru.;unicated by the Government of Canada 
. Novcmb•r 29, 1')46 . 

·wot e ty .!:Jl~ Secretar"-Genera~ 

In acc~rdance vrith Article 23 oft he Gnnvention r·or Limiting 
the Manufacture and Regulating the D1str1but.ion of Harcotic Drugs 
of 13 July 1931, as amended by the Proto'col 0f 11 December 1946, 
the Secretary-General hn:s the honour to communicate the fallowing 
re·,ort en the above rnent·icmed seizure to the Members of the Ur:ited 
Nations and to the other parties to th-e Convention. 

1. 

DEPARTHENT OF NATIONAL HEALTH &"l'D 1-JELFAB.E 

Name of person 0r per­
sons i..'Tlnlica.ted: " . 

bate of Seizure: 13th 

Do4ald John Patrie Price, Cari. 
· (bo29~2.1895) • 

Arthur Lowes, English (b.l7.C,.o7) 
John Moran, Canadian (b.l3.3.10) 
Fella' Moran,Canadhn (b.l3.3..,13) 

May 1?46 

3. Pl~ce of Seizure: : Vancouver,_ B. c. 

4~ Kind and quantity of 
drug seizc:d: 

~:In decks --325-·grains: In-jars -11 ozs • 
. ::: ll ozs.325 grns.{333 grammes) 

5. Act _,c.j.nd Section under · o. & N.D. Act. Sep~4~d) "Possession of 
\'Vhich charged: Opium" 

b. ResUlt of prosecution: : 

(a) Date sentenced: 13.6.46 •. 
(b) Where sentenced: Vancouver, B.C. 
(c) Sentence: Price and Moran each sentenced·to two ye9.rs; 

fined $200 or one month; lowes was given one 
year; fined $200 or- one month; the case 
against Bell-'1 Mor9.n was dismissed. 

7. Remarks: 

At ~ a.m, on May 11th, 1946, memoers or tne vancouver Clty 
Police Fcrce nassed on ·to Feder~l Narcotic Authorities what waa con~ 
sidered to be very reliable in.form:ttion. . The story w~.s to the . 
effect that a man (~s yet unidentified), a former friend of Donald 
Price, had entered C~nada from the U.S.A. and had made a pro:")osition 
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th".t Price buy two or more c!'lri~ of Opium for $1500. Not having the 
money, Price appro-:1.ched his friend, John Horan, oper·:..t0r of a boot­
legging j0int, for a lo~n. Mcr2n would not loan the cash but s~id 
that he would purchase the Opium and let Price do the distributing 
after it w~s put up in decks, and es.ch would make for themselves 
a lot of money. It "ns also le1.rned that Hor:J.n, at the time, was 
st:J.ying at the Nowport Hotel in V:1.ncouver with his comrrion-in-b.w 
wife, Bella Mor'ln, and that' he h'l.d recently purchased an automobile 
for which he p.'lid :;1700 in c?.sh, Licence No. of which w:.s "B~oC. 
66-~06 11 • Price "'nd :1-tioran app<J.rently came to an understanding as it 
was g3.thered th::J.t during the e3.rly morning hours of th~· same d:w, 
(11.5.46.) arr.mgements had bGen m1.de with the m.s.n fro1.1 the u.s.A. 
for delivery of the C'pium around nine or ten o'clock that morning. 
In the :ne":ntime po:r ~ 1 s c ~r· h'\a b.~;.,n loc ~t6d md obs3rv1.tion w::i.s 
immediat;;ly commenced. This was at 2.30 .:J..m. ·?.Ild shortly afterwards 
Moran drovo away~ but there being little or no traffic on the streets 
at th?.t hour, 'it was imoo~:>sible to follow Mor~n without ".:l.ro:J.sing 
his suspicions, :1nd it was not until ll·p~m. ths.t night that news 
c.'l..rne from 1.n Agent tha.t Mor:1n and Price h::cd succeeded in obt1.ining 
~~1u~.,t approximately 6.30 a.m. and that between 10 ~d 11 a.m. 
thoy h·:td driven to the Ne'WOort Hotel where, it w?.s st'l.ted, Bella 
Hmran h'ld been practic:tlly dr1.gged out of bed and forced to ;1.ccom1J'IDY 
them on a trip, supl.JOSedly for the pur?ose of doing some cooking 
for a couple of days. It was not knoWI) where they h.'ld then gone but 
if the Opium had been obtn.iped,. ns. reported, it was expect.ed th-<J.t 
they would proceed te some quiet phce in order to cook it and deck 
it up. A thorough check then beg.:m of 3.11 Auto Camps and Hotels and - . 
at 4 p.m. next dJ.y (M.'ly 12th) .3. c:~r which resembled and turned out 
to be Morant s W?.S seen backed into a gs.rn.g8 at the Saskatoon Auto Ccurt; 
approxim.1.tely eight miles E1.st of Chilliwack. Continued observation 
w.'ls m1.lntained from 'l distance :1.nd persons could be sc;er. clo3e to a 
window of 1. c'lbin suspected of be{ng used by the suspectso By 
~'lrious means it w~s definitely 0st1.blished that the c1.bin was occu­
pied by Moran, his wife, "lnd Price, !'l.nd ::tlso by a well known drug 
addict, A"J.rthur Lnwes. At about 5,15·a.m,, May 13th, the lights nf 
the c:.bin were seen to go out ·md Mor:m' s c'3.r pulled. t~ut of the 
Auto Cou~t.Yard-onto the highway, proceeding in the direction of 
Vc>.ncouvor ... As it was co~.sidored in-..dvisable to foll~~ behind Mor2n 1 s 
car, other members nf the Fc::d<;r-u Narcotic Squ3.d in Vancouver were 
comrnunic11ted with by phone from a Service St ·>tion on the highw3.;r 
.'lnd given all the necess:1ry deta.ils. Mor,ii Is c'lr W.'lS subsequently 
successfully stopped ::1.nd so-arched and :.:>> large quantity of Opium, as 
set forth 1.t top of this re?ort w:ts loc.'tted either on the· persons of 
the four occupants or in the 1.utomobile. They w.are .:J.ll duly warned 

'lnd pl:ced under arrest, The c~r, J. 1941 Bui9k, was seized under 
Section 21 of the Drug Act.. A r0ll of p.'lper used in decking up 0pium 
was also found in a suitq'\se. This p.3.per was found to be identicfl.l 
to the paper us0d in the decks confiscated 1.nd ~s proof positive, 
if any other were needed, of the purpose to which the Opium purch1.sert 
was to be pit. Information w::1s lfl.ter obt'linod that Lowes w.1.s t1.ken 
along to help deck up the OpiUJll <tnd he w.'3.·S to be 'the main street 
pedl.:.r. It W:l.S also ascert::dned that when Mor.ln 'lnd Price first 
rec.,ived the O~ium it was in crude form ·_md thCJ.t it had beon boiled 
down to prepared Opium at the Auto Ca~p. 

Tri::l.l took pl':l.ce on the 13th June 1946, when Moran 1.nd Price 
ple1.ded Guilty, being sentenced as shown. Lowes pleaded Not Guilty 
Wa. t W3. s f nund Guilty ::tnd duly s ent ·.one ed. ' 

Mor'ln g•.ve evidence in d sf -.;ns.} cf Bella Moran, who had pl•,1.ded 
Not Gu:nty. He stA.ted that Bella did not have any knowiedge of the 
drugs nnd that he had forced h0V to go on the tr~p and that he had 
put the jars of Opium into her p~rse before le.q,vigg th~ Auto Ca~p. · 
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Crnwn Counsel subjected Mor".n to a sev""re crossLex:unim.tion •. He 
admitted th'l.t he was a bootlegger ~nd that he had been using 
narcotics periodica.lly for, the l:J.st two years and that h~ had 
p'lid $500 for the O.l"'ium which he intended for hi.s own use and did 
not intend to distribute it. The f!tct that cpite a l1.rge qu·mtity 
of the 0:.ium h1.d been put up in decks (.:1-bout 100 decks were seized) 
tog0ther with the r611 of decking paper, t~nds to disprove this 
st1.tem~.mt~ .,\t this time Opium w:ts selling on t~e stre'ets of 
V1.ncouver for from j8.00 to $10.00 a deck, Bella Moran gave 
GVidence in her own defense to the Gffect that sheW aS forced to 
accompJ.ny the other three and knew nothing about the Opium .1.lthough 
s~"'" did .adrnit, in cross-exrination, that she suspected on the 
return trip that Mor'l.n h'ld narcqtics in the car. 'The ~ch::..r...-:l 
ag.'linst r~.;r W9.S dismissed. . 

Although .>3.11 h.we pi"evious · cri.rnir,::il records, Price is the only 
one who has b.sEm :rreviously charged with ~· n1.rcotic offence. on. 
M'ly 11,1944, he was foudd Guilty at Portland, Oregon, U.S.,L, of 
a viol.1tinn of thr~. H::rrison N.arcotic Act and sentenced to sixty 
d:ws in i!ountry jail and fined $500 (SO ;'fl.'3957)~ 

... 
Only by the splendid coopor~tion of·both Federal and' City 

Police officers could th~se cas~s have been brought to a succ~ss~ 
ful conclusion}' 

11 The man from the u.s.A," 
block of Opiu..u to Mor . .n and is 
which docked at·Vanoouver, has 
investig~tion is continuing. 

who is al;Le.ged to have sold the 
believed to h~ve come off a ship 
not ~s yet been identifiad but the 

Sgd~ K.C. HOSSICK 
Acting Chief, Narcotic Division 




